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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable CHRIS-
TOPHER A. COONS, a Senator from the 
State of Delaware. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord, we know You are mighty and 

we are weak. But we take heart be-
cause Your power makes mountains 
tremble. 

As our Senators rely on Your 
strength for this day, fill them with re-
newed faith and love. Give them the se-
curity and serenity they need to face 
today’s challenges and to glorify You 
in their thoughts, words, and deeds. 
Grip them with the conviction that 
You will provide them with super-
natural strength, vision, and guidance. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable CHRISTOPHER A. COONS 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 17, 2012. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable CHRISTOPHER A. 
COONS, a Senator from the State of Dela-
ware, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. COONS thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business until 11:00. 
Republicans will control the first half 
and the majority will control the final 
half. At 11:00 there will be 10 minutes 
of debate on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to the 
postal reform bill. At 11:10 there will be 
a cloture vote—or at approximately 
11:10—on the motion to proceed to the 
postal reform bill. The Senate will re-
cess from 12:30 to 2:15 today for our 
weekly caucus meetings. We have to 
make progress on the postal reform bill 
today which is so vitally important to 
more than half a million workers. 

f 

BUFFETT RULE 

Mr. REID. Yesterday Senate Repub-
licans once again rejected the idea that 
millionaires and billionaires should 
contribute their fair share to help the 
country prosper. Republicans sent a 
message to millions of honest hard- 
working Americans who will file their 
taxes today: It is fair for Warren 
Buffett to pay a lower tax rate than his 
secretary. And that is not fair. 

Republicans said that it is fair for 
Mitt Romney to pay a lower tax rate 
than his cleaning lady or his chauffeur. 
That is not fair. My Republican col-
leagues believe it is fair for hedge fund 
managers and executives to pay a 
lower tax rate than schoolteachers and 
waitresses and busdrivers. But that is 
something you do not have to take my 
word for; that is what President Ronald 

Reagan called a system of unproduc-
tive tax loopholes that allows some of 
the truly wealthy to avoid paying their 
fair share. 

In 1985 Ronald Reagan knocked the 
web of loopholes that allowed people 
making hundreds of millions of dollars 
each year to pay lower tax rates than 
construction workers or janitors. 
President Reagan called it crazy, and, 
to his credit, he worked with a couple 
of Democrats—Senator Bradley of New 
Jersey and Congressman Gephardt of 
Missouri—and came up with the Brad-
ley-Gephardt Tax Fairness Act. It 
worked well for a long time, but we 
have allowed other things to get in the 
way of that good Bradley-Gephardt leg-
islation. Now we are back to what Ron-
ald Reagan was talking about those 
many years ago. 

This broken system made it possible 
for millionaires to pay nothing while a 
busdriver was paying 10 percent of his 
salary. That is what President Reagan 
said. But the same system is in place 
today, as I have just explained, and, as 
that radical liberal Ronald Reagan 
said, that is just crazy. Those were his 
words. 

Yesterday my Republican colleagues 
used some strong words to oppose the 
Democrats’ plan to fight the inequal-
ity. Republicans called our common-
sense proposal to ensure that no one 
making more than $1 million a year 
pays a lower tax rate than a truck-
driver, a secretary, or a police officer— 
they called it class warfare. It is not 
class warfare but class welfare—welfare 
for the wealthy at the expense of the 
middle class. It is class welfare, not 
warfare. 

Republicans are pushing a budget 
that would end Medicare as we know 
it—just passed the House—slashing 
nursing home coverage for the elderly, 
decimating Pell grant funding, and 
kicking 200,000 children out of the Head 
Start Program. 

They are calling our proposal class 
warfare. I wish that were the most ri-
diculous thing they have said about 
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our proposal to bring a measure of fair-
ness to America’s tax system, but far 
from it. One Member of the Senate 
leadership equated this measure to 
shooting ourselves in the head. The 
Paying a Fair Share Act—the Buffett 
rule—would have ensured that million-
aires and billionaires paid at least as 
much as their secretaries, assistants, 
and even their nannies. Yet Repub-
licans think asking those lucky mil-
lionaires and billionaires to contribute 
their fair share is just like shooting 
the country in the head. That is what 
they said. 

Our legislation would have protected 
99 percent of small business owners and 
maintained deductions for charitable 
giving, and it would have been a small 
but meaningful step to reduce our def-
icit at a time when every penny—in 
this case, every billion—counts. 

It does not seem radical to me to ask 
Warren Buffett, who made almost $63 
million in 2010, to pay a higher tax rate 
than his secretary. The Presiding Of-
fice can remember when he came and 
spoke to a group of assembled Demo-
crats. He carried around with him his 
tax returns for the last several years. 
He is the one who told us how much he 
made in 2010, and he lamented the fact 
that he was paying the tax rate that he 
was. 

Well, it does not seem radical to me, 
it did not seem radical to Ronald 
Reagan, and it does not seem radical to 
three-quarters of the American people 
who support our legislation. The 
wealthiest Americans take home a 
greater percentage of our Nation’s in-
come than anytime in nearly a cen-
tury. Yet they enjoy the lowest tax 
rate in more than five decades—the 
lowest tax rate. So it is no surprise 
that Americans believe millionaires 
should shoulder their fair share. Even 
two-thirds of millionaires and a major-
ity of Republicans around the country 
agree it is time to fix a system rigged 
to favor the richest of the rich. Repub-
licans in Congress are the only ones 
not on board on this issue. 

If you need evidence that million-
aires and billionaires can afford to con-
tribute a little more, consider this one 
simple fact: Last year there were 7,000 
people who made more than $1 million 
who did not pay a single penny of Fed-
eral income tax—not a penny. Thanks 
to Republicans, these lucky million-
aires and billionaires can keep gaming 
the system while middle-class workers 
keep picking up the tab. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

A NEED FOR SOLUTIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday I highlighted some of the tre-
mendous challenges we face in our 
country and this President’s refusal to 

face them with the seriousness they de-
mand. 

At a moment when the Federal debt 
makes us look a lot like Greece, Presi-
dent Obama spends his time running 
around stumping for a tax hike that he 
knows will not help and that he knows 
will not pass. On gas prices, the Presi-
dent’s response has been to call for a 
tax hike on energy manufactures, 
which, if anything, will drive the price 
of gas even higher and which he knows 
will not pass. 

Now we hear that the President is an-
nouncing some kind of task force on oil 
speculation today—in other words, the 
same thing Washington Democrats al-
ways call for when gas prices go up. If 
I were to guess, I would say today’s 
proposal by the President probably 
polls pretty well, but I guarantee you 
it will not do a thing to lower the price 
of gas at the pump. It never has in the 
past. White House officials admit as 
much. So why would it now? 

The Democrats’ favorite policy ad-
viser, Warren Buffett, weighed in on 
the issue a few years ago. Here is what 
Warren Buffett had to say about it. 
Asked about the role speculation in the 
oil markets plays in determining price, 
he said, ‘‘It’s not speculation, it’s sup-
ply and demand.’’ That is Warren 
Buffett on speculation relating to the 
oil markets. ‘‘It’s not speculation,’’ 
Warren Buffett said, ‘‘it’s supply and 
demand.’’ But, of course, that is not 
the point for this White House. Presi-
dent Obama only seems to care about 
Warren Buffett’s opinion if it polls 
well. 

The President’s goal here is not to do 
something about the problem, it is to 
make people think he is doing some-
thing about the problem until the next 
crisis comes along. And that is the 
larger problem, that we have a Presi-
dent who is more concerned with look-
ing as if he is doing something than in 
actually doing what is needed to tackle 
the challenges we face. We have a 
President who told us that he was a 
different kind of politician doing the 
same old things and using the same old 
talking points politicians in Wash-
ington have been peddling for literally 
years—for years. I mean, weren’t these 
kinds of gimmicks and stale talking 
points precisely what President Obama 
campaigned against 4 years ago? I 
thought he was offering something 
new, something different. 

I think the Associated Press summed 
up the President’s latest proposal pret-
ty well this morning. The White House 
plan, which Obama was to unveil Tues-
day, the AP said, is more likely to 
draw sharp election-year distinctions 
with Republicans than to have an im-
mediate effect on prices at the pump. 
Well, AP pretty well summed it up. 
They said it is more about drawing a 
distinction. Look, we do not need new 
distinctions, we need solutions. Ameri-
cans need lawmakers who are more 
concerned with facing up to the prob-
lems we face than getting reelected. 
They need a President who thinks 

about solving a problem, a President 
who thinks solving a problem involves 
more than giving a speech about it and 
pointing the finger at whatever does 
not poll well that particular day. 

As I said yesterday, the President 
seems to have forgotten why he was 
elected in the first place. He seems to 
have forgotten his own campaign rhet-
oric: that he was going to be different, 
that he would bridge differences, that 
he would bring people together. The re-
ality could not be more different or 
more disappointing. The sad truth is 
that it is all politics, all the time in 
this White House. They are out of 
ideas. They have nothing new to offer. 
Today’s announcement is all the proof 
you need of that. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 11 a.m., with Senators 
permitted in speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two 
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and 
the majority controlling the final half. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Kansas. 

f 

IRAN’S NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, over the 
weekend the United States, Britain, 
France, China, Russia, and Germany 
returned to the negotiating table with 
Iran for the first time since January 
2011. Reports indicate modest progress 
was made, and a second round of talks 
has now been scheduled for May. 

While these negotiations represent 
an opportunity to achieve a peaceful 
outcome regarding Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, the United States and our allies 
must guard against Iranian delays. 
Iran has a history of using negotiations 
as a stalling tactic. While our nego-
tiators talk, the centrifuges keep spin-
ning. That is the crux of the problem— 
Iran’s nuclear program continues. 

According to the most recent report 
in February from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, Iran has pro-
duced more than 5,400 kilograms of 
low-enriched uranium and more than 
100 kilograms of uranium enriched to a 
level of 20 percent. Enriching uranium 
to a level of 20 percent represents 85 to 
90 percent of the work needed to reach 
weapons-grade fuel. Iran is also pre-
paring additional cascades used to 
produce enriched uranium, which will 
accelerate the speed at which it can 
stockpile nuclear material. In total, 
Iran has enriched enough uranium 
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