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Treaty Organization (referred to in this reso-
lution as “NATO”), and partners in Afghani-
stan;

(3) remembers the 63 years NATO has
served to ensure peace, security, and sta-
bility in Europe and throughout the world;

(4) reaffirms that NATO, through the new
Strategic Concept, is oriented for the chang-
ing international security environment and
the challenges of the future;

(5) urges all NATO members to take con-
crete steps to implement the Strategic Con-
cept and to utilize the NATO summit in Chi-
cago, Illinois, to address current NATO oper-
ations, future capabilities and burden-shar-
ing issues, and the relationship between
NATO and partners around the world;

(6) conveys appreciation for the steadfast
partnership between NATO and the United
States; and

(7) expresses support for the 2012 NATO
summit in Chicago.

———

PROMOTING PEACE AND
STABILITY IN SUDAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 350, S. Res. 397.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 397) promoting peace
and stability in Sudan, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution
which had been reported by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations with an
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble, as follows:

[Strike all after the enacting clause
and the preamble (the part in boldface
brackets) and insert the part printed in
italic.]

S. REsS. 397

[Whereas conflict between the Government
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement-North (SPLM-N) has been ongo-
ing since June 2011 in Sudan’s border state of
South Kordofan and since September 2011 in
the border state of Blue Nile, resulting in a
humanitarian crisis;

[Whereas the Government of Sudan has re-
fused repeated requests by the United States
Government, the United Nations, the African
Union, the League of Arab States, non-
governmental organizations, and others to
allow humanitarian access to the conflict
areas;

[Whereas the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding on non-aggression and coopera-
tion in Addis Ababa on February 12, 2012,
agreeing to respect each other’s sovereignty
and refrain from launching any attack
against the other, including bombardment;

[Whereas the United Nations estimates
that more than 130,000 refugees have fled
South Kordofan and Blue Nile for South
Sudan, Ethiopia, and elsewhere since June
2011, and hundreds of thousands more have
been internally displaced or severely affected
by conflict;

[Whereas the Government of Sudan
bombed the Yida refugee camp in South
Sudan on November 10, 2011;

[Whereas both the Government of Sudan
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment-North have reportedly prevented civil-
ians from leaving Blue Nile and Southern
Kordofan;
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[Whereas the Famine Early Warning Sys-
tems Network (FEWSNET), funded by the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, estimated in March 2012 that
conflict-affected areas of South Kordofan
would deteriorate further in coming weeks
to Phase 4 emergency levels of food insecu-
rity (one step before being classified as a
famine), due mainly to conflict and govern-
ment policies that have limited cultivation,
displaced the population, restricted trade,
and refused access for international humani-
tarian assistance;

[Whereas the United Nations Security
Council issued a statement on February 14,
2012, expressing deep and growing alarm with
the rising levels of malnutrition and food in-
security in some areas of Southern Kordofan
and Blue Nile, calling on the Government of
Sudan to allow immediate access to United
Nations personnel, and urging the Govern-
ment of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement-North to agree to an im-
mediate cessation of hostilities and return to
talks to address the issues that have fueled
the current conflict;

[Whereas the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees appealed urgently to
donors in February 2012 for $145,000,000 to as-
sist refugees from South Kordofan and Blue
Nile;

[Whereas President Barack Obama re-
leased a statement in June 2011 calling on
the Government of Sudan and the Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement-North to
agree immediately to a ceasefire, end re-
strictions on humanitarian access and
United Nations movements, and agree on se-
curity arrangements for Southern Kordofan
and Blue Nile States through direct, high-
level negotiations as opposed to the use of
force;

[Whereas President Obama released a
statement on February 2, 2012, strongly con-
demning the bombing by the Armed Forces
of Sudan of civilian populations in Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile States in Sudan,
which stated that aerial attacks on civilian
targets are unjustified, unacceptable, and a
violation of international law and compound
the ongoing crisis in these areas;

[Whereas neither South Kordofan nor Blue
Nile were able to complete the popular con-
sultation process with the Government of
Sudan as stipulated in the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA) before violence
broke out;

[Whereas, despite the independence of
South Sudan on July 9, 2011, many Kkey issues
between Sudan and South Sudan remain un-
resolved, including transit fees for oil pipe-
line use, citizenship, the status of Abyei, and
border demarcation;

[Whereas the goal of democratic govern-
ance reform in Sudan as envisioned in the
CPA has not been met;

[Whereas, in addition to the growing con-
flict-induced humanitarian and human
rights crisis in Sudan’s southern border
states, the humanitarian crisis and ongoing
insecurity in Darfur continues; and

[Whereas the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees estimates that more
than 4,000,000 people in Sudan remain inter-
nally displaced, and in 2011, though for the
first time since the Darfur conflict began,
more Darfuris voluntarily returned to their
homes (87,0000 than were newly displaced
(70,000), and additional tens of thousands are
being displaced in southern Sudan:] Now,
therefore, be it

Whereas conflict between the Government of
Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment-North (SPLM-N) has been ongoing since
June 2011 in Sudan’s border state of Southern
Kordofan and since September 2011 in the bor-
der state of Blue Nile, resulting in a humani-
tarian crisis;
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Whereas the Government of Sudan has re-
fused repeated requests by the United States
Government, the United Nations, the African
Union, the League of Arab States, nongovern-
mental organizations, and others to allow hu-
manitarian access to the conflict areas;

Whereas the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan signed a memorandum of under-
standing on non-aggression and cooperation in
Addis Ababa on February 12, 2012, agreeing to
respect each other’s sovereignty and refrain
from launching any attack against the other,
including bombardment;

Whereas the United Nations estimates that
more than 130,000 refugees have fled Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile for South Sudan, Ethi-
opia, and elsewhere since June 2011, and hun-
dreds of thousands more have been internally
displaced or severely affected by conflict;

Whereas the Government of Sudan bombed the
Yida refugee camp in South Sudan on November
10, 2011;

Whereas both the Government of Sudan and
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North
have reportedly prevented civilians from leaving
Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan;

Whereas the Famine Early Warning Systems
Network (FEWSNET), funded by the United
States Agency for International Development,
estimated in March 2012 that conflict-affected
areas of Southern Kordofan would deteriorate
further in coming weeks to Phase 4 emergency
levels of food insecurity (one step before being
classified as a famine), due mainly to conflict
and govermment policies that have limited cul-
tivation, displaced the population, restricted
trade, and refused access for international hu-
manitarian assistance;

Whereas the United Nations Security Council
issued a statement on February 14, 2012, ex-
pressing deep and growing alarm with the rising
levels of malnutrition and food insecurity in
some areas of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile,
calling on the Govermnment of Sudan to allow
immediate access to United Nations personnel,
and urging the Government of Sudan and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North to
agree to an immediate cessation of hostilities
and return to talks to address the issues that
have fueled the current conflict;

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees appealed urgently to donors
in February 2012 for $145,000,000 to assist refu-
gees from Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile;

Whereas President Barack Obama released a
statement in June 2011 calling on the Govern-
ment of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Libera-
tion Movement-North to agree immediately to a
ceasefire, end restrictions on humanitarian ac-
cess and United Nations movements, and agree
on security arrangements for Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile States through direct,
high-level negotiations as opposed to the use of
force;

Whereas President Obama released a state-
ment on February 2, 2012, strongly condemning
the bombing by the Armed Forces of Sudan of
civilian populations in Southern Kordofan and
Blue Nile States in Sudan, which stated that
aerial attacks on civilian targets are unjustified,
unacceptable, and a violation of international
law and compound the ongoing crisis in these
areas;

Whereas neither Southern Kordofan nor Blue
Nile were able to complete the popular consulta-
tion process with the Government of Sudan as
stipulated in the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment (CPA) before violence broke out;

Whereas, despite the independence of South
Sudan on July 9, 2011, many key issues between
Sudan and South Sudan remain unresolved, in-
cluding transit fees for oil pipeline use, citizen-
ship, the status of Abyei, and border demarca-
tion;

Whereas the goal of democratic governance re-
form in Sudan as envisioned in the CPA has not
been met;
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Whereas, in addition to the growing conflict-
induced humanitarian and human rights crisis
in Sudan’s southern border states, the humani-
tarian crisis and ongoing insecurity in Darfur
continues; and

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees estimates that, although for
the first time since the Darfur conflict began,
more Darfuris (87,000) voluntarily returned to
their homes than were newly displaced (70,000),
tens of thousands of additional people are still
being displaced in southern Sudan and more
than 4,000,000 people in Sudan remain inter-
nally displaced in total: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, [That the Senate—

[(1) welcomes the memorandum of under-
standing on non-aggression and cooperation
signed between the Governments of Sudan
and South Sudan in Addis Ababa on Feb-
ruary 12, 2012;

[(2) calls on the Government of Sudan and
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
North to reach a mutually beneficial polit-
ical agreement;

[(3) urges the Government of Sudan to
allow immediate and unrestricted humani-
tarian access to South Kordofan, Blue Nile,
and all other conflict-affected areas of
Sudan;

[(4) encourages the Government of Sudan
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment-North to declare a cessation of hos-
tilities to allow food and essential supplies
to reach affected civilians;

[(56) implores the Governments of Sudan
and South Sudan to refrain from any support
of proxy forces;

[(6) urges the Government of Sudan and
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
North to allow civilians to leave the two
states voluntarily and seek refuge in more
secure areas; and

[(7) supports the current efforts of the
Obama Administration, working with part-
ners in the international community, to fa-
cilitate humanitarian access to affected
areas, to encourage all relevant parties to re-
turn to the negotiation table to reach agree-
ments associated with the conclusion of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, to miti-
gate violence in the interim, and to allow
full humanitarian access.]

That the Senate—

(1) welcomes the memorandum of under-
standing on mnon-aggression and cooperation
signed between the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan in Addis Ababa on February 12,
2012;

(2) calls on the Government of Sudan and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North to
reach a mutually beneficial political agreement;

(3) urges the Government of Sudan to allow
immediate and unrestricted humanitarian access
to Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile, and all other
conflict-affected areas of Sudan;

(4) encourages the Government of Sudan and
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North
to declare a cessation of hostilities to allow food
and essential supplies to reach affected civil-
ians;

(5) implores the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan to refrain from any support of
proxy forces;

(6) urges the Government of Sudan and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North to
allow civilians to leave Southern Kordofan and
Blue Nile voluntarily and seek refuge in more
secure areas; and

(7) supports the current efforts of the Obama
Administration, working with partners in the
international community, to facilitate humani-
tarian access to affected areas, to encourage all
relevant parties to return to the mnegotiation
table to reach agreements associated with the
conclusion of the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment, to mitigate violence in the interim, and to
allow full humanitarian access.
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Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the committee-reported substitute
be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute was agreed to.

Mr. REID. I ask the Senate now vote
on adoption of the resolution, as
amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion, as amended.

The resolution (No. 397), as amended,
was agreed to.

Mr. REID. I further ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to; the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to; the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; and any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

S. REs. 397

Whereas conflict between the Government
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement-North (SPLM-N) has been ongo-
ing since June 2011 in Sudan’s border state of
Southern Kordofan and since September 2011
in the border state of Blue Nile, resulting in
a humanitarian crisis;

Whereas the Government of Sudan has re-
fused repeated requests by the United States
Government, the United Nations, the African
Union, the League of Arab States, non-
governmental organizations, and others to
allow humanitarian access to the conflict
areas;

Whereas the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding on non-aggression and coopera-
tion in Addis Ababa on February 12, 2012,
agreeing to respect each other’s sovereignty
and refrain from launching any attack
against the other, including bombardment;

Whereas the United Nations estimates that
more than 130,000 refugees have fled South-
ern Kordofan and Blue Nile for South Sudan,
Ethiopia, and elsewhere since June 2011, and
hundreds of thousands more have been inter-
nally displaced or severely affected by con-
flict;

Whereas the Government of Sudan bombed
the Yida refugee camp in South Sudan on
November 10, 2011;

Whereas both the Government of Sudan
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment-North have reportedly prevented civil-
ians from leaving Blue Nile and Southern
Kordofan;

Whereas the Famine Early Warning Sys-
tems Network (FEWSNET), funded by the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, estimated in March 2012 that
conflict-affected areas of Southern Kordofan
would deteriorate further in coming weeks
to Phase 4 emergency levels of food insecu-
rity (one step before being classified as a
famine), due mainly to conflict and govern-
ment policies that have limited cultivation,
displaced the population, restricted trade,
and refused access for international humani-
tarian assistance;

amended, was
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Whereas the United Nations Security
Council issued a statement on February 14,
2012, expressing deep and growing alarm with
the rising levels of malnutrition and food in-
security in some areas of Southern Kordofan
and Blue Nile, calling on the Government of
Sudan to allow immediate access to United
Nations personnel, and urging the Govern-
ment of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement-North to agree to an im-
mediate cessation of hostilities and return to
talks to address the issues that have fueled
the current conflict;

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees appealed urgently to do-
nors in February 2012 for $145,000,000 to assist
refugees from Southern Kordofan and Blue
Nile;

Whereas President Barack Obama released
a statement in June 2011 calling on the Gov-
ernment of Sudan and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement-North to agree imme-
diately to a ceasefire, end restrictions on hu-
manitarian access and United Nations move-
ments, and agree on security arrangements
for Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile States
through direct, high-level negotiations as op-
posed to the use of force;

Whereas President Obama released a state-
ment on February 2, 2012, strongly con-
demning the bombing by the Armed Forces
of Sudan of civilian populations in Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile States in Sudan,
which stated that aerial attacks on civilian
targets are unjustified, unacceptable, and a
violation of international law and compound
the ongoing crisis in these areas;

Whereas neither Southern Kordofan nor
Blue Nile were able to complete the popular
consultation process with the Government of
Sudan as stipulated in the Comprehensive

Peace Agreement (CPA) before violence
broke out;
Whereas, despite the independence of

South Sudan on July 9, 2011, many key issues
between Sudan and South Sudan remain un-
resolved, including transit fees for oil pipe-
line use, citizenship, the status of Abyei, and
border demarcation;

Whereas the goal of democratic governance
reform in Sudan as envisioned in the CPA
has not been met;

Whereas in addition to the growing con-
flict-induced humanitarian and human
rights crisis in Sudan’s southern border
states, the humanitarian crisis and ongoing
insecurity in Darfur continues; and

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees estimates that, although
for the first time since the Darfur conflict
began, more Darfuris (87,000) voluntarily re-
turned to their homes than were newly dis-
placed (70,000), tens of thousands of addi-
tional people are still being displaced in
southern Sudan and more than 4,000,000 peo-
ple in Sudan remain internally displaced in
total: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes the memorandum of under-
standing on non-aggression and cooperation
signed between the Governments of Sudan
and South Sudan in Addis Ababa on Feb-
ruary 12, 2012;

(2) calls on the Government of Sudan and
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
North to reach a mutually beneficial polit-
ical agreement;

(3) urges the Government of Sudan to allow
immediate and unrestricted humanitarian
access to Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile, and
all other conflict-affected areas of Sudan;

(4) encourages the Government of Sudan
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment-North to declare a cessation of hos-
tilities to allow food and essential supplies
to reach affected civilians;
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(5) implores the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan to refrain from any support of
proxy forces;

(6) urges the Government of Sudan and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North
to allow civilians to leave Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile voluntarily and seek
refuge in more secure areas; and

(7) supports the current efforts of the
Obama Administration, working with part-
ners in the international community, to fa-
cilitate humanitarian access to affected
areas, to encourage all relevant parties to re-
turn to the negotiation table to reach agree-
ments associated with the conclusion of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, to miti-
gate violence in the interim, and to allow
full humanitarian access.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to the
immediate consideration en bloc of the
following resolutions, which were sub-
mitted earlier today: S. Res. 414, S.
Res. 415, and S. Res. 416.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the three resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate on any of those three
measures, and any statements related
to the resolutions be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:
S. REs. 414

Commemorating the 125th anniversary of the
University of North Carolina at Pembroke

Whereas the University of North Carolina
at Pembroke (referred to in this preamble as
‘‘the University’’) was founded on March 7,
1887, in Robeson County, North Carolina by
an act of the General Assembly of North
Carolina;

Whereas the University, originally named
the Croatan Normal School, was created in
response to a petition from the Indian people
of Robeson County;

Whereas the University was founded for
the purpose of training American Indian
school teachers;

Whereas the University opened in the fall
of 1887 with 15 students and 1 teacher;

Whereas the University moved to its
present location in Pembroke, North Caro-
lina in 1909;

Whereas a 2-year program beyond high
school was added to the University in 1926;

Whereas the length of the program of col-
lege studies at the University was extended
to 4 years in 1939;

Whereas, in 1941, the General Assembly of
North Carolina changed the name of the Uni-
versity to Pembroke State College for Indi-
ans;

Whereas, until 1953, the University was the
only State-supported 4-year college for Indi-
ans in the United States;

Whereas, in 1969, the General Assembly of
North Carolina changed the name of the Uni-
versity to Pembroke State University and
made the University a regional State univer-
sity that provided instruction at both the
undergraduate level and the graduate level;
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Whereas, in 1972, the General Assembly of
North Carolina established the 17-campus
University of North Carolina system and
made Pembroke State University 1 of the
constituent institutions of the system;

Whereas, on July 1, 1996, Pembroke State
University became the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke;

Whereas, today, approximately 6,000 stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds are enrolled
in 41 undergraduate programs and 17 grad-
uate programs at the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke; and

Whereas March 7, 2012, marks the 125th an-
niversary of the founding of the University
of North Carolina at Pembroke: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates
the 125th anniversary of the University of
North Carolina at Pembroke.

S. RES. 415

Designating April 4, 2012, as ‘‘National
Association of Junior Auxiliaries Day”’

Whereas the National Association of Jun-
ior Auxiliaries and the members of the Na-
tional Association of Junior Auxiliaries pro-
vide valuable service and leadership opportu-
nities for women who wish to take an active
role in their communities;

Whereas the mission of the National Asso-
ciation of Junior Auxiliaries is to encourage
member chapters to render charitable serv-
ices that—

(1) are beneficial to the general public; and

(2) place a particular emphasis on pro-
viding for the needs of children; and

Whereas since the founding of the National
Association of Junior Auxiliaries in 1941, the
organization has provided strength and in-
spiration to women who want to effect posi-
tive change in their communities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 4, 2012, as ‘‘National
Association of Junior Auxiliaries Day’’;

(2) recognizes the great contributions made
by members of the National Association of
Junior Auxiliaries to their communities and
to the people of the United States; and

(3) especially commends the work of the
members of the National Association of Jun-
ior Auxiliaries to better the lives of children
in the United States.

S. RES. 416

Supporting the designation of April as
Parkinson’s Awareness Month

Whereas Parkinson’s disease is the second
most common neurodegenerative disease in
the United States, second only to Alz-
heimer’s disease;

Whereas there is inadequate comprehen-
sive data on the incidence and prevalence of
Parkinson’s disease, as of 2011, it is esti-
mated that the disease affects from 500,000 to
1,500,000 people in the United States;

Whereas although research suggests the
cause of Parkinson’s disease is a combina-
tion of genetic and environmental factors,
the exact cause and progression of the dis-
ease is still unknown;

Whereas there is no objective test for Par-
kinson’s disease, and the rate of misdiag-
nosis can be high;

Whereas symptoms of Parkinson’s disease
vary from person to person and include trem-
ors, slowness, difficulty with balance, swal-
lowing, chewing, speaking, rigidity, cog-
nitive problems, dementia, mood disorders,
such as depression and anxiety, constipation,
skin problems, and sleep disruptions;

Whereas medications mask some symp-
toms of Parkinson’s disease for a limited
amount of time each day, often with dose-
limiting side effects;

Whereas ultimately the medications and
treatments lose their effectiveness, gen-
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erally after 4 to 8 years, leaving the person
unable to move, speak, or swallow;

Whereas there is no cure, therapy, or drug
to slow or halt the progression of Parkin-
son’s disease; and

Whereas increased education and research
are needed to help find more effective treat-
ments with fewer side effects and, ulti-
mately, an effective treatment or cure for
Parkinson’s disease: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of April as
Parkinson’s Awareness Month;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Parkin-
son’s Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, and eventually, a cure for
Parkinson’s disease;

(4) recognizes the people living with Par-
kinson’s who participate in wvital clinical
trials to advance knowledge of the disease;
and

(56) commends the dedication of local and
regional organizations, volunteers, and mil-
lions of Americans across the country work-
ing to improve the quality of life of persons
living with Parkinson’s disease and their
families.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 5

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk, and I
ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 5) to improve patient access to
health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system.

Mr. REID. I now ask for a second
reading, but I object to my own re-
quest. The reason I am doing this is to
place the bill on the calendar under
rule XIV.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read the second time
on the next legislative day.

———

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that on Thursday,
March 29, through Monday, April 16,
the majority leader, Senator WEBB, and
Senator ROCKEFELLER be authorized to
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that notwithstanding the upcoming re-
cess or adjournment, the President of
the Senate, the President pro tempore
of the Senate, and the majority and
minority leaders be authorized to make
appointments to commissions, commit-
tees, boards, conferences, or inter-
parliamentary conferences authorized
by law, by concurrent action of the two
Houses, or by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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