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establish an office in Lhasa, Tibet, to mon-
itor political, economic, and cultural devel-
opments in Tibet’’, and also to provide con-
sular protection and citizen services in emer-
gencies; and

(B) urges that the agreement to permit
China to open further diplomatic missions in
the United States should be contingent upon
the establishment of a United States Govern-
ment consulate in Lhasa, Tibet.

———

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE BY SYRIA
AGAINST JOURNALISTS AND EX-
PRESSING SENSE OF THE SEN-
ATE FOR FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS IN SYRIA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 348, S. Res. 391.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 391) condemning vio-
lence by the Government of Syria against
journalists, and expressing the sense of the
Senate on freedom of the press in Syria.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution
which had been reported by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations without
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble, as follows:

[Omit the part printed in boldface
brackets and insert the part printed in
italic.]

S. RES. 391

[Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1738 (2006) obliges states to ensure
the safety of journalists in war zones;]

Whereas United Nations Security Council Res-
olution 1738 (2006) stresses the obligations of
states under international law to ensure the
safety of journalists in war zones;

Whereas, since the uprisings in Syria
began in January 2011, the Government of
Syria has denied entry to foreign journalists
and arrested, abducted, beaten, tortured, and
killed journalists, photographers, and
bloggers to prevent the free flow of accurate
information to the outside world;

Whereas restrictions imposed by the Gov-
ernment of Syria on media have made it ex-
traordinarily difficult to verify death tolls
and the exact nature and course of events
within the country;

Whereas Syrian state media reports differ
significantly from the few independent re-
ports that make their way out of Syria;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders, an
international nongovernmental organization
that advocates freedom of the press and free-
dom of information, has listed Bashar al-
Assad as a Predator of Freedom of the Press;

Whereas the League of Arab States called
for the media to be allowed into Syria during
its monitoring mission that was suspended
indefinitely on January 28, 2012, due to the
“‘critical deterioration of the situation” in
Syria;

Whereas freelance journalist Ferzat Jarban
was tortured and killed on November 19 or
20, 2011, after filming protests in Al-Qassir,
Syria;

Whereas videographer Basil al-Sayed died
on December 27, 2011, from a gunshot wound
he suffered 5 days earlier at a checkpoint in
the Baba Amr neighborhood in the city of
Homs, Syria;

Whereas Shukri Abu al-Burghul of the
state-owned daily Al Thawra and Radio Da-
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mascus died on January 3, 2012, in Damascus,
Syria from a gunshot wound to the head he
suffered four days earlier;

Whereas Gilles Jacquier, a correspondent
with France 2 television, was killed in a gre-
nade explosion on January 11, 2012, while
covering demonstrations in the city of Homs;

Whereas freelance journalist Mazhar
Tayyara, a videographer and photojournalist
who contributed to Agence France-Presse
and other international outlets, was Kkilled
by government forces’ fire in the city of
Homs on February 4, 2012;

Whereas New York Times correspondent
Anthony Shadid died of an asthma attack on
February 16, 2012, while attempting to leave
Syria after reporting inside the country for a
week, gathering information on the Free
Syrian Army and other armed elements of
the resistance to the government of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad;

Whereas freelance journalist Rami al-
Sayed, who filmed videos of Syrian security
forces’ repressive acts, was Kkilled on Feb-
ruary 21, 2012, while covering the bombard-
ment of the city of Homs by Government of
Syria forces;

Whereas journalist Marie Colvin of the
Sunday Times, a United States citizen, and
freelance photojournalist Remi Ochlik were
killed on February 22, 2012, after their make-
shift press center in Homs was struck by
rockets fired by Government of Syria forces;

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, Department
of State Spokesman Mark Toner stated,
“[Tloday, we're also clearly deeply troubled
and saddened by reports that American jour-
nalist Marie Colvin and French journalist
Remi Ochlik were killed today in Homs as a
result of the intense shelling, the ongoing in-
tense shelling by the Syrian regime. . . . We,
of course, extend our deepest condolences to
their families and loved ones and just note
that their sacrifice in chronicling the daily
suffering of the people of Homs stands as a
testament to journalism’s highest stand-
ards.”’;

Whereas 13 opposition activists in Syria
were Kkilled during a weeklong attempt to
rescue 4 foreign journalists, 2 of whom were
injured, who were trapped in Homs as a re-
sult of the bombardment by the Government
of Syria that killed Marie Colvin and Remi
Ochlik;

Whereas videographer Anas al-Tarsha, who
documented unrest in the besieged city of
Homs, was killed by a mortar round while
filming the bombardment of the city’s
Qarabees district on February 24, 2012;

Whereas, from 1992 through 2010, zero jour-
nalists were killed in Syria according to the
Committee to Protect Journalists; and

Whereas the Government of Syria has con-
tinued to arbitrarily arrest and detain
prominent Syrian journalists and bloggers:

Mr. REID. I ask that the Senate now
vote on this matter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the committee-reported amend-
ment to the preamble be agreed to; the
preamble, as amended, be agreed to;
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate; and any statements relating
to the resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.
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The preamble, as amended, was
agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, reads as follows:
S. RES. 391

Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1738 (2006) stresses the obligations
of states under international law to ensure
the safety of journalists in war zones;

Whereas, since the uprisings in Syria
began in January 2011, the Government of
Syria has denied entry to foreign journalists
and arrested, abducted, beaten, tortured, and
killed journalists, photographers, and
bloggers to prevent the free flow of accurate
information to the outside world;

Whereas restrictions imposed by the Gov-
ernment of Syria on media have made it ex-
traordinarily difficult to verify death tolls
and the exact nature and course of events
within the country;

Whereas Syrian state media reports differ
significantly from the few independent re-
ports that make their way out of Syria;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders, an
international nongovernmental organization
that advocates freedom of the press and free-
dom of information, has listed Bashar al-
Assad as a Predator of Freedom of the Press;

Whereas the League of Arab States called
for the media to be allowed into Syria during
its monitoring mission that was suspended
indefinitely on January 28, 2012, due to the
‘“critical deterioration of the situation” in
Syria;

Whereas freelance journalist Ferzat Jarban
was tortured and killed on November 19 or
20, 2011, after filming protests in Al-Qassir,
Syria;

Whereas videographer Basil al-Sayed died
on December 27, 2011, from a gunshot wound
he suffered 5 days earlier at a checkpoint in
the Baba Amr neighborhood in the city of
Homs, Syria;

Whereas Shukri Abu al-Burghul of the
state-owned daily Al Thawra and Radio Da-
mascus died on January 3, 2012, in Damascus,
Syria from a gunshot wound to the head he
suffered four days earlier;

Whereas Gilles Jacquier, a correspondent
with France 2 television, was killed in a gre-
nade explosion on January 11, 2012, while
covering demonstrations in the city of Homs;

Whereas freelance journalist Mazhar
Tayyara, a videographer and photojournalist
who contributed to Agence France-Presse
and other international outlets, was Kkilled
by government forces’ fire in the city of
Homs on February 4, 2012;

Whereas New York Times correspondent
Anthony Shadid died of an asthma attack on
February 16, 2012, while attempting to leave
Syria after reporting inside the country for a
week, gathering information on the Free
Syrian Army and other armed elements of
the resistance to the government of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad;

Whereas freelance journalist Rami al-
Sayed, who filmed videos of Syrian security
forces’ repressive acts, was Kkilled on Feb-
ruary 21, 2012, while covering the bombard-
ment of the city of Homs by Government of
Syria forces;

Whereas journalist Marie Colvin of the
Sunday Times, a United States citizen, and
freelance photojournalist Remi Ochlik were
killed on February 22, 2012, after their make-
shift press center in Homs was struck by
rockets fired by Government of Syria forces;

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, Department
of State Spokesman Mark Toner stated,
“[T]oday, we’re also clearly deeply troubled
and saddened by reports that American jour-
nalist Marie Colvin and French journalist
Remi Ochlik were killed today in Homs as a
result of the intense shelling, the ongoing in-
tense shelling by the Syrian regime. . . . We,
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of course, extend our deepest condolences to
their families and loved ones and just note
that their sacrifice in chronicling the daily
suffering of the people of Homs stands as a
testament to journalism’s highest stand-
ards.”’;

Whereas 13 opposition activists in Syria
were Killed during a weeklong attempt to
rescue 4 foreign journalists, 2 of whom were
injured, who were trapped in Homs as a re-
sult of the bombardment by the Government
of Syria that killed Marie Colvin and Remi
Ochlik;

Whereas videographer Anas al-Tarsha, who
documented unrest in the besieged city of
Homs, was killed by a mortar round while
filming the bombardment of the city’s
Qarabees district on February 24, 2012;

Whereas, from 1992 through 2010, zero jour-
nalists were killed in Syria according to the
Committee to Protect Journalists; and

Whereas the Government of Syria has con-
tinued to arbitrarily arrest and detain
prominent Syrian journalists and bloggers:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the Government of Syria to im-
mediately open the country up to inde-
pendent and foreign journalists and imme-
diately end its media blackout;

(2) condemns in the strongest possible
terms the Government of Syria’s abuse, in-
timidation, and violence towards journalists,
videographers, and bloggers;

(3) calls on the Government of Syria to im-
mediately release all journalists,
videographers, and bloggers who have been
detained, arrested, or imprisoned;

(4) pays tribute to the journalists who have
lost their lives while reporting on the con-
flict in Syria;

(5) commends the bravery and courage of
journalists who continue to operate in
harm’s way;

(6) supports the people of Syria seeking ac-
cess to a free flow of accurate news and other
forms of information;

(7) recognizes the critical role that tech-
nology plays in helping independent journal-
ists report the facts on the ground;

(8) condemns all acts of censorship and
other restrictions on freedom of the press,
freedom of speech, and freedom of expression
in Syria;

(9) strongly condemns all nations that as-
sist or enable the Government of Syria’s on-
going repression of the media; and

(10) reaffirms the centrality of press free-
dom to efforts by the United States Govern-
ment to support democracy and promote
good governance around the world.

——————

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE IN
SUPPORT OF NATO AND NATO
SUMMIT BEING HELD MAY 20
THROUGH 21, 2012

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 349, S. Res. 395.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 395) expressing the
sense of the Senate in support of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization and the NATO
summit to be held in Chicago, Illinois, from
May 20 through 21, 2012.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution
which had been reported by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations without
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amendment and an amendment to the
preamble, as follows:

[Omit the part printed in boldface
brackets and insert the part printed in
italic.]

S. RES. 395

Whereas the North Atlantic Treaty, signed
April 4, 1949, in Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, which created the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘“NATO”), proclaims: ‘‘[Members]
are determined to safeguard the freedom,
common heritage and civilisation of their
peoples, founded on the principles of democ-
racy, individual liberty and the rule of law.
They seek to promote stability and well-
being in the North Atlantic area. They are
resolved to unite their efforts for collective
defence and for the preservation of peace and
security.”’;

Whereas NATO has been the cornerstone of
transatlantic security cooperation and an
enduring instrument for promoting stability
in Europe and throughout the world for over
60 years;

Whereas the NATO summit in Chicago, I1-
linois, is an opportunity to enhance and
more deeply entrench those principles, which
continue to bind the alliance together and
guide our efforts today;

Whereas the new Strategic Concept, ap-
proved in Lisbon, [Spain] Portugal in Novem-
ber 2010, affirms that all NATO members
‘“‘are determined that NATO will continue to
play its unique and essential role in ensuring
our common defence and security’ and that
NATO ‘“‘continues to be effective in a chang-
ing world, against new threats, with new ca-
pabilities and new partners’’;

Whereas the Chicago Summit will mark a
critical turning point for NATO and a chance
to focus on current operations, future capa-
bilities, and the relationship between NATO
and partners around the world;

Whereas the Chicago Summit will be the
first NATO summit held in the United States
since the 50th anniversary summit was held
in Washington, District of Columbia, in 1999
and the first NATO summit held outside of
Washington, District of Columbia;

Whereas NATO Secretary General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen said, ‘‘Chicago is a city
built upon diversity, and on determination.
Those are values that underpin NATO too.”’;

Whereas the Chicago Summit presents an
opportunity to show to the world the Heart-
land of the United States—the site of the
first elevated railway, the first skyscraper in
the world, the busiest futures exchange in
the world, and the starting point for historic
Route 66;

Whereas the thousands of visitors to the
Chicago Summit will have the opportunity
to enjoy the hospitality of the city of Chi-
cago, the 77 distinct neighborhoods in Chi-
cago, and the State of Illinois; and

Whereas the contributions of generations
of immigrants have made the city of Chicago
and the State of Illinois what they are today
and the ancestral homelands of the immi-
grants now contribute to making NATO the
organization it is today:

Mr. REID. I ask that we now have a
vote on this matter, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion.

The resolution (No. 395) was agreed
to.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the committee-reported amend-
ment to the preamble be agreed to; the
preamble, as amended, be agreed to;
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
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or debate; and any statements relating
to the resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, reads as follows:

S. RES. 39

Whereas the North Atlantic Treaty, signed
April 4, 1949, in Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, which created the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (referred to in this pre-
amble as “NATO”), proclaims: ‘‘[Members]
are determined to safeguard the freedom,
common heritage and civilisation of their
peoples, founded on the principles of democ-
racy, individual liberty and the rule of law.
They seek to promote stability and well-
being in the North Atlantic area. They are
resolved to unite their efforts for collective
defence and for the preservation of peace and
security.”’;

Whereas NATO has been the cornerstone of
transatlantic security cooperation and an
enduring instrument for promoting stability
in Europe and throughout the world for over
60 years;

Whereas the NATO summit in Chicago, I1-
linois, is an opportunity to enhance and
more deeply entrench those principles, which
continue to bind the alliance together and
guide our efforts today;

Whereas the new Strategic Concept, ap-
proved in Lisbon, Portugal in November 2010,
affirms that all NATO members ‘‘are deter-
mined that NATO will continue to play its
unique and essential role in ensuring our
common defence and security’” and that
NATO ‘“‘continues to be effective in a chang-
ing world, against new threats, with new ca-
pabilities and new partners’’;

Whereas the Chicago Summit will mark a
critical turning point for NATO and a chance
to focus on current operations, future capa-
bilities, and the relationship between NATO
and partners around the world;

Whereas the Chicago Summit will be the
first NATO summit held in the United States
since the 50th anniversary summit was held
in Washington, District of Columbia, in 1999
and the first NATO summit held outside of
Washington, District of Columbia;

Whereas NATO Secretary General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen said, ‘‘Chicago is a city
built upon diversity, and on determination.
Those are values that underpin NATO t00.”;

Whereas the Chicago Summit presents an
opportunity to show to the world the Heart-
land of the United States—the site of the
first elevated railway, the first skyscraper in
the world, the busiest futures exchange in
the world, and the starting point for historic
Route 66;

Whereas the thousands of visitors to the
Chicago Summit will have the opportunity
to enjoy the hospitality of the city of Chi-
cago, the 77 distinct neighborhoods in Chi-
cago, and the State of Illinois; and

Whereas the contributions of generations
of immigrants have made the city of Chicago
and the State of Illinois what they are today
and the ancestral homelands of the immi-
grants now contribute to making NATO the
organization it is today: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the service of the brave men
and women who have served to safeguard the
freedom and security of the United States
and the whole of the transatlantic alliance;

(2) honors the sacrifices of United States
personnel, allies of the North American

amended, was
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