March 29, 2012

Corps. He later earned a master’s de-
gree in strategic studies from the U.S.
Army War College at Carlisle Bar-
racks, PA.

As a JAG, Rich served in numerous
positions across the world. He began
serving in the 101st Airborne Division,
Fort Campbell, KY. After assignments
at the U.S. Army Litigation Division
in Arlington, VA, and the 1lst Special
Operational Detachment—Delta, Fort
Bragg, he was assigned to the V Corps,
Heidelberg, Germany, as the deputy
staff judge advocate, SJA. Most re-
cently, he served as the SJA for U.S.
Central Command, USCENTCOM, at
MacDill AFB, Tampa, FL.

I had the opportunity to serve with
Rich in Kabul, Afghanistan, and was
able to see firsthand his strong work
ethic, good character, and integrity. As
the chief legal advisor for the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force,
ISAF, and SJA for U.S. Forces—Af-
ghanistan, USFOR-A, Rich is an in-
valuable asset to our Armed Forces
and, as a leader, has set an example for
other service men to follow.

Rich has received numerous awards,
including the Defense Superior Service
Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze
Star with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the
Army Meritorious Service Medal with
Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Non-Article
5 NATO Medal. He is a recipient of the
U.S. Army Ranger Tab, Master Para-
chutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, and
Expert Infantryman Badge.

I ask the Senate join me in congratu-
lating Richard C. Gross on his pro-
motion to Army, brigadier general. We
thank him for his lifelong dedication
to our Armed Forces and Nation. I wish
Rich the very best in his future endeav-
ors.e

———

REMEMBERING JUDGE DAVID
HUFF

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today
we honor the life and service of Judge
David Huff, whose passing on March 27,
2012 signifies a great loss to Nevada’s
judiciary. David’s commitment to the
people of the State of Nevada will
never be forgotten. I send my condo-
lences and prayers to David’s family in
this time of mourning.

David served the communities of
Fallon and Yerington for 15 years as
District Court Judge for Nevada’s
Third Judicial District Court and the
recently-formed Tenth Judicial Dis-
trict Court. Since being elected to the
bench in 1996, David’s main priority
was to maintain and secure justice for
the residents of Churchill and Lyon
Counties. Throughout his career, David
was deeply invested in community ef-
forts to improve the justice system by
developing policies that promoted ex-
cellence in court administration.

As a Vietnam veteran and Navy Jus-
tice School graduate, David made a
commitment to his country long before
he served the great State of Nevada. He
joined the United States Navy and
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after being deployed, worked for the
Judge Advocate General’s—JAG—Corps
to provide military individuals with
legal support and assistance. David
also served as a military judge, dem-
onstrating his continued resolution to
upholding the laws of our land.

Throughout his life, David main-
tained a dedication to the preservation
of justice and integrity which I am
honored to commend. Today, I join the
Churchill County community and citi-
zens of the Silver State to celebrate
the life of an upstanding Nevadan and
dedicated advocate on behalf of our
State.e

————
TRIBUTE TO DR. JOHN HITT

e Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I pay tribute to a great
Floridian, Dr. John Hitt, who earlier
this month celebrated his 20th anniver-
sary as the president of the University
of Central Florida.

First and foremost, I would like to
congratulate him on reaching this
milestone, and thank him and his wife
Martha for everything they have done
for Central Florida over the past 20
yvears. When they arrived at UCF in
1992, Dr. Hitt outlined five goals for
UCF that have held steadfast for two
decades.

He wanted the school to offer the
best undergraduate education available
in Florida and achieve international
prominence in key programs of grad-
uate study and research. He wanted the
school to provide international focus to
UCF’s curricula and research pro-
grams, become more inclusive and di-
verse, and to be America’s leading
partnership university.

This innovative vision and entrepre-
neurial spirit have led to UCF becom-
ing our nation’s 2nd largest university
and a place among America’s premier
metropolitan research universities.

When Dr. Hitt arrived in Orlando, he
knew that the key to making UCF a
world-class university and a vital force
in Central Florida was going to be
through the power of partnerships.

It would be through partnerships
with our community and State colleges
where UCF accepts 29 percent of all
Florida community and State college
transfer students, making it the No. 1
destination for transfer students in the
State university system and among the
top universities in the United States
for community college transfer stu-
dents.

It would be through partnerships
with industry and government that led
to the growth of the Central Florida
Research Park—one of the top five re-
search parks in the country—and to
the founding of the Florida High Tech
Corridor Council, which links the re-
sources and talent of UCF, the Univer-
sity of South Florida, and the Univer-
sity of Florida with high-tech compa-
nies.

And, it would be through partner-
ships that are profoundly transforming
Central Florida, such as those that led
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to the creation of the UCF College of
Medicine which has become the corner-
stone for a growing medical sciences
cluster of facilities known as the ‘“Med-
ical City at Lake Nona.”

A few weeks ago, Dr. Hitt told the
UCF community that if he had learned
anything in 20 years, it was that our
greatest danger is not to dream too
large, but to dream too small. In the
years that he has led UCF—and in the
50 years that he has had Martha at his
side—John Hitt has stayed true to his
ideals, his vision, and his heart.

Mr. President, Dr. Hitt is fond of say-
ing that UCF ‘‘stands for opportunity.”
That is in no small part because of his
strength of character, bold vision and
steady leadership. As UCF celebrates
its 50th anniversary next year, Dr.
Hitt’s unique approach to tackling
challenges and creating opportunities
has taken UCF from promise to promi-
nence. On this special anniversary, I
thank Dr. Hitt for not straying from
the five visionary goals that he out-
lined in his inaugural address two dec-
ades ago—and for showing us what is
possible through passion and partner-
ship.

Thank you, Dr. Hitt.e

———
TRIBUTE TO JOHN W. ROWE

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to John Rowe, an
individual whose keen intellect and in-
defatigable work ethic have trans-
formed him into one of the country’s
most respected voices in the energy in-
dustry—and one that I have relied on
throughout my congressional career as
a source for honest analysis of public
policy relating to climate change and
energy markets.

Earlier this month, John spent his
first day of retirement teaching stu-
dents at a charter school that he fi-
nanced and founded in Chicago—an ac-
tion which embodies a career that has
prioritized responsibility, competition,
and above all, a commitment to em-
bracing challenges. Indeed, John not
only leaves HExelon a stronger com-
pany, but he bequeaths a legacy of vi-
sion and innovation to the utility sec-
tor that will truly reverberate for gen-
erations to come. It has often been
noted that John holds the distinction
of being the longest serving utility ex-
ecutive in the United States, which is
also a remarkable reflection of the de-
gree to which he is considered a pre-
eminent and trusted voice on a range
of issues from national climate policies
to transmission and environmental
regulations.

To think that it all began in Maine.
In reflecting upon the origins of his ca-
reer, John described to the New York
Times last summer that he was told he
could either try to become a CEO
through a long and arduous climb up
the corporate ladder, or he could ‘‘go to
some fairly small company that is in
really big trouble and is willing to take
a lot of risk.” And the rest, as they
say, is history—to the everlasting ben-
efit of the energy industry.
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John, who had virtually no experi-
ence in the energy sector, moved to
Maine and joined Central Maine Power,
or CMP, as CEO in 1984—as the com-
pany was confronting unparalleled
challenges. It was also after he came to
CMP that my husband, the former Gov-
ernor of Maine Jock McKernan, and I
first met John.

In Maine, John quickly demonstrated
exceptional Dbusiness acumen and
quickly altered the discussion in Maine
from one of confrontation to one of col-
laboration that involved regulators and
the rest of the business community. He
carried that experience forward to New
England Electric Systems where he be-
came a forceful voice for deregulation
of the electricity markets in the 1990s.
Always a strong proponent of increas-
ing competitiveness in the electricity
market, John realized that the elec-
tricity industry was on course toward a
new paradigm when he remarked to the
Bangor Daily News in 1995, “We’re on a
route to increasing competition, and
that is unlikely to be turned around.”

John steadfastly maintained that
ideology throughout the rest of his ca-
reer, and while he left Maine and New
England for his work at Exelon and its
predecessor, Unicom, he indisputably
continued to influence public policy
throughout the country—garnering
him numerous industry accolades, in-
cluding Edison Electric Institute’s Dis-
tinguished Leadership Award, the Key-
stone Center Leadership in Industry
Award, Chicagoland Chamber of Com-
merce Burnham Award for Business
and Civic Leadership, as well as an in-
duction to the Chicago Business Hall of
Fame. But most invaluable to the Na-
tion has been his ever-steady and
thoughtful commentary on the devel-
opment of sensible policies that would
reduce greenhouse gas emissions while
providing certainty for business invest-
ments.

Rather than challenging regulations,
John has led the effort to replace anti-
quated Clean Air Act rules with mar-
ket-based solutions that provide envi-
ronmental dividends at a reduced cost
to industry and consumers. Specifi-
cally, as cochair of the National Com-
mission on Energy Policy, he developed
the report, ‘“‘Ending the Energy Stale-
mate,”” which called for increasing and
reforming fuel economy standards, ad-
dressing climate change through a
mandatory market-based trading pro-
gram, and increasing the development
and distribution of energy-efficient
products.

Specifically, the report stated that,
“improving passenger vehicle fuel
economy is by far the most significant
o0il demand reduction measure proposed
by the Commission.” As a coauthor of
the “Ten-in-Ten’ Fuel Economy Title
of the 2007 Energy Independence and
Security Act, I took these rec-
ommendations to heart, and with Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN, embarked on an initia-
tive to achieve historic fuel economy
standards based upon this law—which,
given the increasing prices for gaso-
line, could not be more imperative.
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However, John’s true expertise,
starting with his initial effort to stop
the campaign to close a nuclear plant
in Maine, focuses on developing a regu-
latory environment that provides safe
nuclear power to consumers. As the op-
erator of the largest nuclear fleet in
the United States, John has meticu-
lously worked to address the current
challenges confronting additional nu-
clear power in the United States, while
also preemptively positioning the in-
dustry for unanticipated impediments.
The American nuclear power fleet is
the safest in the world in part because
of his unparalleled contributions.

At a time when trust of institutions,
companies, and public policymakers
has eroded, it is difficult to lose John’s
voice as a head of one of the most in-
fluential companies in the United
States. John has always demonstrated
a trust with his colleagues as well as
policymakers, and I look forward to
watching his continued contributions
following his retirement as chief execu-
tive officer of Exelon.

I wish John and his wife, Jeanne, the
very best in the next chapter of their
lives, and I look forward to continuing
to work with an individual who be-
lieves in cost-effective development of
clean energy in the United States, is
champion of competition, and is com-
mitted to responsibility throughout so-
ciety.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JAMES McCORMICK

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. Presi-
dent, last week, an extraordinary West
Virginian, James McCormick, received
a national award, Citizen Service Be-
fore Self Honors, from the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor Foundation.
This nonprofit is dedicated to edu-
cation and awareness about the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. James
McCormick was recognized by this dis-
tinguished group for his extraordinary
commitment to his fellow veterans.
Mr. McCormick returned from service
and rather than thinking of just him-
self, he realized that his fellow vet-
erans needed to work and they needed
housing.

His deep understanding of the needs
of returning veterans led to the cre-
ation of his nonprofit, Raising Cane
Farms. The vision is simple but impor-
tant. Raising Cane Farms is an or-
ganic, environmentally friendly farm
located in Mason County, WV, that
grows and market bamboo for multiple
uses, including sales to manufacturers
of bamboo products, produce sellers,
restaurants, and landscapers. But be-
yond that, the farm will also serve as
an educational facility and place to
employ veterans and provide quality
jobs in an outdoors, veteran-friendly
environment using both the outdoors
and fellowship with other veterans to
help them recover from combat disabil-
ities.

Raising Cane Farms has been helped
by dedicated partners including the
Farmer Veteran’s Coalition, FVC, that
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provided support to clear the land,
build roads, establish a watering sys-
tem, and build a greenhouse. Other
partners include Work Vessels for Vet-
erans, which helped with funding for a
trailer, marketing and Web develop-
ment support, and important introduc-
tions to other veteran farmers includ-
ing Veteran Farm’s pioneer Adam
Burke.

As the longest serving member of the
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I
am deeply moved by the courage of our
veterans and their ongoing service to
our country and their colleagues.
James McCormick is such an inspira-
tion.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:50 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 5. An act to improve patient access to
health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system.

H.R. 1339. An act to designate the City of
Salem, Massachusetts, as the Birthplace of
the National Guard of the United States.

At 1:54 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4281. An act to provide an extension of
Federal-aid highway, highway safety, motor
carrier safety, transit, and other programs
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund pend-
ing enactment of a multiyear law reauthor-
izing such programs.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 6:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Bias, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. THORNBERRY) has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill:

H.R. 4281. An act to provide an extension of
Federal-aid highway, highway safety, motor
carrier safety, transit, and other programs
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund pend-
ing enactment of a multiyear law reauthor-
izing such programs.
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