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National Museum of African American
History and Culture. I congratulate the
District of Columbia government and
its residents on this historic anniver-
sary.

EXHIBIT 1

A CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION: 19-207—IN THE
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
MARCH 6, 2012

To recognize and preserve the cultural his-
tory and heritage of the District of Colum-
bia; to formally recognize the 150th anniver-
sary of District of Columbia Emancipation
Day on April 16, 2012, as an important day in
the history of the District of Columbia and
the United States in that, on April 16, 1862,
9 months before President Abraham Lincoln
signed the Emancipation Proclamation on
January 1, 1863 to begin to end institutional-
ized slavery in America, President Lincoln
signed the District of Columbia Compensated
Emancipation Act to release the 3,100
enslaved persons of African descent held in
the nation’s capital, making them the ‘‘first
freed”’ by the federal government, at a cost
of nearly $1 million, in 1862 funds, paid to the
people who enslaved them; to recognize that,
after the Civil War, formerly enslaved people
and others commemorated the signing of the
1862 act by parading down Pennsylvania Ave-
nue in festive attire, with music and march-
ing bands, proclaiming and celebrating free-
dom in the District of Columbia Emanci-
pation Day Parade, which was received by
every sitting President of the United States
from 1866 to 1901; and to recognize that, on
March 7, 2000, the Council of the District of
Columbia voted unanimously to establish
April 16th as a legal private holiday, the
Emancipation Day Parade resumed in the
nation’s capital in 2002, and, on April 5, 2005,
District of Columbia Emancipation Day was
made a legal public holiday, recognized an-
nually on April 16th.

Whereas, on April 16, 1862, President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed the District of Columbia
Compensated Emancipation Act (‘‘Emanci-
pation Act’’) during the Civil War;

Whereas, the Emancipation Act provided
for immediate emancipation of 3,100 enslaved
men, women, and children of African descent
held in bondage in the District of Columbia;

Whereas, the Emancipation Act authorized
compensation of up to $300 for each of the
3,100 enslaved men, women, and children held
in bondage by those loyal to the Union, vol-
untary colonization of the formerly enslaved
to colonies outside of America, and pay-
ments of up to $100 to each formerly enslaved
person who agreed to leave America;

Whereas, the Emancipation Act authorized
the federal government to pay approxi-
mately $1 million, in 1862 funds, for the free-
dom of 3,100 enslaved men, women, and chil-
dren of African descent in the District of Co-
lumbia;

Whereas, the Emancipation Act ended the
bondage of 3,100 enslaved men, women, and
children of African descent in the District of
Columbia, and made them the ‘‘first freed”
by the federal government during the Civil
War;

Whereas, nine months after the signing of
the Emancipation Act, on January 1, 1863,
President Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation of 1863, to begin to end institu-
tionalized enslavement of people of African
descent in Confederate states;

Whereas, on April 9, 1865, the Confederacy
surrendered, marking the beginning of the
end of the Civil War, and on August 20, 1866,
President Andrew Johnson signed a Procla-
mation—Declaring that Peace, Order, Tran-
quility and Civil Authority Now Exists in
and Throughout the Whole of the United
States of America;
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Whereas, in December 1865, the 13th
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion was ratified establishing that ‘* Neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as
a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States, or any place sub-
ject to their jurisdiction’’;

Whereas, in April 1866, to commemorate
the signing of the Emancipation Act, the for-
merly enslaved people and others, in festive
attire, with music and marching bands,
started an annual tradition of parading down
Pennsylvania Avenue, proclaiming and cele-
brating the anniversary of their freedom;

Whereas, the District of Columbia Emanci-
pation Day Parade was received by every sit-
ting President of the United States from 1866
to 1901;

Whereas, on March 7, 2000, at the Twenty
Seventh Legislative Session of the Council of
the District of Columbia, Councilmember
Vincent B. Orange, Sr. (D-Ward 5) authored
and introduced, with Carol Schwartz (R-At
Large), the historic District of Columbia
Emancipation Day Amendment Act of 2000,
effective April 3, 2001 (D.C. Law 13-237; D.C.
Official Code §§ 1-612.02a, 32-1201), and on
that same date moved an emergency version
of the legislation that established April 16th
as a legal private holiday;

Whereas, the District of Columbia Emanci-
pation Day Emergency Amendment Act of
2000, which established April 16th as a legal
private holiday, was passed unanimously by
the Council on March 7, 2000, and signed into
law on March 22, 2000 by Mayor Anthony A.
Williams;

Whereas, on April 16, 2000, to properly pre-
serve the historical and cultural significance
of the District of Columbia Emancipation
Day, Councilmember Orange hosted a cele-
bration program in the historic 15th Street
Presbyterian Church, founded in 1841 as the
First Colored Presbyterian Church;

Whereas, on April 16, 2002, after a 100-year
absence, the District of Columbia, spear-
headed by Councilmember Orange with the
support of Mayor Anthony Williams, re-
turned the Emancipation Day Parade to
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., along with pub-
lic activities on Freedom Plaza and evening
fireworks (D.C. Official Code § 1-182);

Whereas, the District of Columbia Emanci-
pation Day Parade and Fund Act of 2004, ef-
fective March 17, 2005 (D.C. Law 15-240; D.C.
Official Code § 1-181 et seq.), established the
Emancipation Day Fund to receive and dis-
burse monies for the Emancipation Day Pa-
rade and activities associated with the cele-
bration and commemoration of the District
of Columbia Emancipation Day;

Whereas, the District of Columbia Emanci-
pation Day Amendment Act of 2004, effective
April 5, 2005 (D.C. Law 15-288; D.C. Official
Code § 1-612.02(a)(11)), established April 16th
as a legal public holiday;

Whereas, on April 16, 2005, District of Co-
lumbia Emancipation Day was observed for
the first time as a legal public holiday, for
the purpose of pay and leave of employees
scheduled to work on that day (D.C. Official
Code § 1-612.02(c)(2));

Whereas, April 16, 2012, is the 150th anni-
versary of District of Columbia Emanci-
pation Day, which symbolizes the triumph of
people of African descent over the cruelty of
institutionalized slavery and the goodwill of
people opposed to the injustice of slavery in
a democracy;

Whereas, the Council of the District of Co-
lumbia remembers and pays homage to the
millions of people of African descent
enslaved for more than 2 centuries in Amer-
ica for their courage and determination;

Whereas, the Council of the District of Co-
lumbia remembers and pays homage to
President Abraham Lincoln for his courage
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and determination to begin to end the inhu-
manity and injustice of institutionalized
slavery by signing the District of Columbia
Compensated Emancipation Act on April 16,
1862;

Whereas, the alignment of the (1) election
of the first African-American President of
the United States, Barack H. Obama; (2)
dedication of the Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Memorial; (3) groundbreaking for the Na-
tional Museum of African American History
and Culture; (4) 150th anniversary of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Emancipation Day; and (5)
150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation on January 1, 2013, are historically
important for the District of Columbia and
for the United States; and

Whereas, the 150th anniversary of District
of Columbia Emancipation Day is a sin-
gularly important occasion that links the
historic Presidency of Abraham Lincoln with
the equally historic Presidency of Barack H.
Obama, as the first President of the United
States of African descent.

Resolved, by the Council of the District of Co-
lumbia, That this resolution may be cited as
the ‘“‘District of Columbia Emancipation
Day—150th Anniversary Recognition Resolu-
tion of 2012”.

SEC. 2. The Council of the District of Co-
lumbia finds the 150th anniversary of Dis-
trict of Columbia Emancipation Day is an
important, historic occasion for the District
of Columbia and the nation and serves as an
appropriate time to reflect on how far the
District of Columbia and the United States
have progressed since institutionalized en-
slavement of people of African descent. Most
importantly, the 150th anniversary reminds
us to reaffirm our commitment to forge a
more just and united country that truly re-
flects the ideals of its founders and instills in
its people a broad sense of duty to be respon-
sible and conscientious stewards of freedom
and democracy.

SEC. 3. This resolution shall take effect im-
mediately upon the first date of publication
in the District of Columbia Register.

————
FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, my

friend and colleague from Wyoming,
Senator ENzI, and I have once again
submitted a resolution to designate
April as ‘‘Financial Literacy Month”
to raise public awareness of this impor-
tant issue. I would like to first thank
the cosponsors of the resolution, Sen-
ators BAUCUS, BLUNT, BROWN of Ohio,
CARDIN, CARPER, COCHRAN, COONS,
CRAPO, DURBIN, HAGAN, INOUYE, JOHN-
SON of South Dakota, KOHL, LANDRIEU,
LAUTENBERG, MENENDEZ, MURRAY, and
WICKER. I appreciate their hard work
and support in working to increase the
level of financial literacy for people of
all ages across America. I also thank
the Senate for taking up this resolu-
tion and passing it with unanimous
consent last night.

This is the tenth and final year that
I have introduced this resolution,
which highlights our Nation’s need for
investments in financial literacy, com-
mends current efforts and initiatives to
promote financial education, and en-
courages the administration and pri-
vate institutions to continue to work
toward creating a more financially lit-
erate public.

Financial literacy empowers individ-
uals to be able to appropriately evalu-
ate credit opportunities, successfully
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save and invest for long-term financial
goals in an increasingly intricate mar-
ketplace, and responsibly manage their
personal, professional, and family fi-
nances. It is essential that we continue
to make strides toward improving edu-
cation and consumer protection, while
giving individuals the necessary tools
to build more financially stable fami-
lies, businesses, and communities. As
we continue along the path to eco-
nomic recovery, it is imperative that
the basics of economics, credit, and
personal finance become a fundamental
fixture in the American school system.

The Council for Economic Education
recently released their 2011 ‘‘Survey of
the States: Economic and Personal Fi-
nance KEducation in Our Nation’s
Schools.” According to this survey,
there have been great improvements in
financial literacy since the first survey
in 1998. However, troublingly, in the
past 2 years, progress has slowed and in
some cases even reversed. Specifically,
only 22 States require students to take
an economics course as a high school
graduation requirement, and only 16
States require the testing of student
knowledge in economics. In addition,
only 12 States require students to take
a personal finance course either inde-
pendently or as part of an economics
course as a high school graduation re-
quirement.

Also, alarmingly, according to the
Gallup-Operation HOPE Financial Lit-
eracy Index, while 69 percent of Amer-
ican students strongly believe that the
best time to save money is now, only 57
percent believe that their parents are
saving money for the future. Despite
clear progress in this area over the
past 15 years, these most recent trends
are disturbing.

There is no better time than now to
invest in a better-educated, more fi-
nancially savvy public. With the in-
creased complexity of and access to to-
day’s financial products, the unscrupu-
lous nature of predatory lenders as
they enticed millions of families into
complicated loans they could not af-
ford nor understand, and people having
to make important life decisions at a
younger and younger age, it is critical
that we ensure that students are em-
powered by a sound financial education
by the time they graduate from high
school. Our Nation cannot afford an-
other housing crisis, and the best way
to safeguard against that risk is edu-
cation and promotion spreading knowl-
edge.

I would like to thank the various or-
ganizations and individuals who are
doing their part to ensure the edu-
cation of personal finance reaches as
many Americans as possible. Teachers,
parents, financial institutions, non-
profit organizations, Governors, legis-
lators, and other decision makers must
be leaders on this issue just as all of us
owe it to ourselves and our country to
have adequate knowledge of personal
finance.

As policymakers, we must champion
these issues year round, not just in the
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month of April. However, focusing on
Financial Literacy Month in April al-
lows us to have a designated month
when we can focus our efforts, take
stock of what has been working, and
improve on our work for the coming
year. I thank my colleagues again for
passing this resolution.

————

TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER L. SMITH

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise
along with my colleague, the ranking
member of the Budget Committee, Sen-
ator SESSIONS, to pay tribute to Jen-
nifer L. Smith, who is retiring this
week after more than 32 years of dis-
tinguished service to the Congress.

Ms. Smith began her congressional
career in 1979, working in the Senate.
While working, she attended law school
at night and became one of the Sen-
ate’s Assistant Parliamentarians. She
has since served as an Assistant Coun-
sel for the House Budget Committee,
the General Counsel for the Senate
Budget Committee, and the Deputy
General Counsel for CBO. In 2006, she
returned to the Senate Parliamentar-
ian’s Office as the Senate Precedents
Editor and in 2010 returned to CBO as
the Associate General Counsel.

In each of her roles, Ms. Smith
worked tirelessly to ensure that the de-
cisions of each office were carefully re-
searched, well reasoned, and fully docu-
mented.

As an attorney for CBO, Ms. Smith
ensured that CBO’s estimates of legis-
lation were based on a solid under-
standing of the law. Her sKkills as an at-
torney have been highlighted in the di-
verse issues she has worked on while at
CBO, ranging from immigration, to So-
cial Security to lease-purchase issues.
Her knowledge of appropriations law,
copyright law, and the ethics rules of
the House of Representatives rivals
those of the most acknowledged ex-
perts in those fields.

Ms. Smith’s excellent work has been
recognized throughout her career. In
2005, for instance, as CBO’s Deputy
General Counsel, she received a CBO
Director’s Award for outstanding per-
formance, one of many such awards.

Ms. Smith has exemplified CBO’s
high standard of professionalism, ob-
jectivity, and nonpartisanship. As
chairman, I greatly appreciate the sac-
rifices that Ms. Smith—as well as her
family—has made in assisting the
Budget Committee and Congress.

I would like to turn to my colleague,
Senator SESSIONS, for his remarks.

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank the chairman
and join him in commending Ms. Smith
for her many years of dedicated, faith-
ful, and outstanding service to CBO, to
the Senate through her work in the
Parliamentarian’s Office and the Budg-
et Committee, and to the Congress and
American people. We wish her all the
best in her well-deserved retirement.

We hope our colleagues will join us in
thanking Ms. Smith—and really all of
the hard-working employees at the
Congressional Budget Office—for her
and their service.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE OAHU MATH
LEAGUE

e Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize the math coaches and teach-
ers of the Oahu Math League, OML, for
their outstanding service for the stu-
dents of Hawaii. The Hawaii Council of
Teachers of Mathematics created the
OML more than 40 years ago to supple-
ment the traditional math curriculum
in Hawaii’s schools and to provide stu-
dents with an outlet to represent their
schools in academic competition. The
league is comprised two senior varsity
divisions as well as one junior varsity
division. The various teams represent
28 of Oahu’s schools, both public and
private, and over 35 coaches, each dedi-
cated to the promotion of mathematics
education in the State of Hawaii.

I wish to acknowledge the students
who spend their free time after school
and on weekends to prepare and com-
pete in the OML/’s seven grueling meets
each academic year. These students de-
vote their extracurricular time to mas-
tering difficult mathematic techniques
and theories in order to challenge
themselves in the pursuit of academic
excellence. Their commitment to their
education is exemplary and should be
commended.

However, these young men and
women would not be able to participate
in the OML competitions were it not
for the support and knowledge of the
fundamentals of math given to them by
their coaches and teachers. These de-
voted men and women work many
hours a week outside the school day in
preparation for these competitions.

I would like to recognize both the
foresight of OML’s founders, as well as
the enduring passion and tireless dili-
gence of the many outstanding teach-
ers who volunteer their time and ef-
forts each school year to make the
league a success. In particular, I would
like to note the extraordinary commit-
ment of several of OML’s most active
supporters: Thomas Yamachika, Carl
Wheeler, Hank Koszewski, Phil Abe,
Clarence Kanja, Lance Suzuki, Clayton
Akatsuka, Kathleen Goto, and Amy
Yonashiro.

I also want to thank the nine dedi-
cated math teachers and OML coaches,
who spend a combined total of 68 hours
a week preparing for meets outside of
the regular school day and represent
more than 180 years of math instruc-
tion and service. They are Calvin
Fukuhara of Kamehameha School, Mi-
chael Park of Iolani School, Tim
Cantley and Deborah Kula of Sacred
Hearts Academy, Michael Ida of Kalani
High School, Carolyn Okunaga of
Mililani High School, Chenfu Chiang of
Hanalani High School, Hal Parker of
Punahou School, and Joyce Kanja of
Mid-Pacific Institute.

As an educator and former principal,
I know firsthand about the countless
hours that go into student extra-
curricular activities when the school
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