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DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1824, a bill to amend the securities laws 
to establish certain thresholds for 
shareholder registration under that 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 1925 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1925, a bill to reauthorize 
the Violence Against Women Act of 
1994. 

S. 1933 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1933, a bill to increase American 
job creation and economic growth by 
improving access to the public capital 
markets for emerging growth compa-
nies. 

S. 1935 
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1935, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in 
recognition and celebration of the 75th 
anniversary of the establishment of the 
March of Dimes Foundation. 

S. 2010 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2010, a bill to amend title II of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Government pension offset and wind-
fall elimination provisions. 

S. 2137 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2137, a bill to prohibit the issuance of a 
waiver for commissioning or enlist-
ment in the Armed Forces for any indi-
vidual convicted of a felony sexual of-
fense. 

S. 2159 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2159, a bill to extend the au-
thorization of the Drug-Free Commu-
nities Support Program through fiscal 
year 2017. 

S. 2165 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2165, a bill to enhance strategic co-
operation between the United States 
and Israel, and for other purposes. 

S. 2177 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2177, a bill to strengthen the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. 

S. 2205 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2205, a bill to prohibit funding to ne-
gotiate a United Nations Arms Trade 
Treaty that restricts the Second 
Amendment rights of United States 
citizens. 

S. 2215 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2215, a bill to create jobs in the 
United States by increasing United 
States exports to Africa by at least 200 
percent in real dollar value within 10 
years, and for other purposes. 

S. 2219 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2219, a bill to amend the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to pro-
vide for additional disclosure require-
ments for corporations, labor organiza-
tions, Super PACs and other entities, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2221 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) and the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. CORKER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2221, a bill to prohibit 
the Secretary of Labor from finalizing 
a proposed rule under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 relating to child 
labor. 

S. 2222 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2222, a bill to require 
the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission to take certain actions to re-
duce excessive speculation in energy 
markets. 

S. RES. 380 

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 380, a resolution to ex-
press the sense of the Senate regarding 
the importance of preventing the Gov-
ernment of Iran from acquiring nuclear 
weapons capability. 

S. RES. 402 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI), the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the 
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 402, 
a resolution condemning Joseph Kony 
and the Lord’s Resistance Army for 
committing crimes against humanity 
and mass atrocities, and supporting on-
going efforts by the United States Gov-
ernment and governments in central 
Africa to remove Joseph Kony and 
Lord’s Resistance Army commanders 
from the battlefield. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1945 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1945 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2038, an original bill to pro-
hibit Members of Congress and employ-
ees of Congress from using nonpublic 
information derived from their official 
positions for personal benefit, and for 
other purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself 
and Mr. HARKIN): 

S. 2225. A bill to amend the Farm Se-
curity and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 to reauthorize and improve the 
Rural Energy for America program; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry. 

Mr. FRANKEN. I rise to introduce 
the Rural Energy for America Program 
Reauthorization Act, along with my 
friend Senator HARKIN from Iowa. 

Farmers and rural businesses form 
the backbone of this country, and rural 
communities are particularly crucial 
to Minnesota’s culture and economy. 
In fact, in my State, one out of every 
five jobs is related to the agricultural 
economy. 

We all rely on farmers for our food. It 
is thanks to farmers that when we go 
to the grocery store there is an abun-
dance of fresh food at cheaper prices 
than in many other countries. While 
family farmers and rural businesses 
work hard to keep our shelves stocked, 
they do so under difficult conditions. 
Weather and disease can wipe out a 
crop, profit margins can be small, and 
fluctuating market prices for their 
products can be devastating to a family 
farmer. 

Farm work is also very energy inten-
sive, so when energy and gas prices 
rise, farmers have to make tough 
choices. High energy prices mean lay-
ing off farm workers, increasing crop 
prices, if they can, and squeezed budg-
ets all around. To make matters worse, 
many of our government programs that 
help manage rising energy prices are 
under attack and on the budget chop-
ping block. 

REAP, or the Rural Energy for Amer-
ica Program, can help farmers manage 
the cost of energy. The bill I am intro-
ducing today will reauthorize this im-
portant farm bill program that will 
help farmers and rural small businesses 
continue to cut energy bills and gen-
erate electricity on site. 

Let me go through a few examples of 
what REAP projects can look like. It is 
putting solar panels on barns. It is 
wind turbines in fields. There are wind 
turbines all over Minnesota. It is an-
aerobic digesters on dairy farms which 
actually use waste to create methane 
gas and electricity. It means energy ef-
ficiency improvements in poultry 
houses and geothermal pumps in fac-
tories. It means agricultural producers 
and businesses can reduce their costs 
and generate an additional stream of 
income. It means rural America can 
make high-tech investments, create 
jobs, and lead the world in producing 
clean energy. I know in the Presiding 
Officer’s State of New Hampshire there 
is tremendous biomass and potential 
for energy biomass and the low carbon 
footprint that represents. 

The Rural Energy for America Pro-
gram is a modest program, but it is a 
wise investment that effectively 
leverages private funds. Since it was 
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created in 2002, this program has 
helped almost 6,000 farmers and small 
businesses across the Nation invest in 
alternative energy projects. The pro-
gram has generated or saved enough 
energy to power about 600,000 homes a 
year. By providing just $192 million in 
grants and $165 million in loan guaran-
tees, the program has brought in $800 
million in private and State invest-
ments. Plus, the Rural Energy for 
America Program helps create demand 
for new jobs in rural economies. These 
are jobs in installation and operations 
and maintenance work—good jobs that 
rural America needs. It also bolsters 
American energy independence and fos-
ters homegrown energy sources such as 
wind and solar and biomass and geo-
thermal instead of foreign oil. 

Shirley Hovda’s rural wood finishing 
and coating business, Quality Deco-
rating, in Roseau, MN, is one of the 
6,000 that benefited from the Rural En-
ergy for America Program over the 
years. Roseau, in northern Minnesota, 
is cold in the winter and in the fall and 
in the early spring. When Shirley’s 
heating bills spiked, she decided it was 
time to invest in a geothermal heating 
and cooling system to reduce costs in 
her newly constructed 6,000 square foot 
facility. 

With the help of a $7,920 grant from 
the Rural Energy for America Pro-
gram, she was able to purchase and in-
stall the geothermal system in 2008. 
Over the past 5 years, Shirley has seen 
her energy bills reduced by 40 percent, 
saving thousands of dollars she has in-
vested in more productive parts of her 
business. 

The bill we are introducing today re-
authorizes the Rural Energy for Amer-
ica Program to continue helping farm-
ers and small business owners such as 
Shirley to make smart investments in 
renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency. It makes improvements to the 
program too. While the program has 
had a fantastic impact on the country’s 
rural economy, farmers tell me they 
are facing challenges accessing it. So 
our bill removes barriers while ensur-
ing taxpayer dollars are spent wisely. 

First, our bill simplifies the applica-
tion process, making it easier for farm-
ers and small businesses to access the 
program’s grants and loans. The new 
application process matches the com-
plexity of the application to the size of 
the project. That way, farmers and the 
USDA can avoid unnecessary and cost-
ly paperwork if the project doesn’t 
warrant it. 

Second, my bill removes a regulation 
that currently requires farmers to use 
the program’s funding to install a sec-
ond electric meter that currently goes 
unread. In these tight fiscal times, I 
think it is important that every tax-
payer dollar is well spent, so the bill 
will eliminate this redundancy and re-
move an unnecessary burden on pro-
gram participants. 

Third, our bill requires the USDA to 
include stronger health and environ-
mental criteria when evaluating poten-

tial projects, and it expands startup 
support and funds for feasibility stud-
ies so that farmers and businesses can 
start projects with sound planning. 

We are very grateful for the strong 
support from the agricultural commu-
nity, including the National Farmers 
Union, the Minnesota Farmers Union, 
the Environmental Law and Policy 
Center, the National Sustainable Agri-
culture Coalition, the Agriculture En-
ergy Association, the Distributed Wind 
Alliance, the Minnesota Corn Growers, 
and the Minnesota Soybean Growers. 

With the Chair’s indulgence, I have 
about 30 seconds left. I have an inner 
clock. I think I am up against my 2 
minutes, so I wish to say I am proud to 
introduce this legislation with Senator 
HARKIN, who is a true champion to 
farmers here in the Senate. Going for-
ward, I look forward to working with 
all of my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle to pass this reauthorization 
as part of the farm bill. 

I see Senator JOHANNS, the former 
Secretary of Agriculture, on the floor, 
whom I hope to work with on this leg-
islation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2225 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PRO-

GRAM. 
Section 9007 of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (E); and 
(C) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 

following: 
‘‘(D) a nonprofit organization; and’’; 
(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) LOAN GUARANTEE AND GRANT PRO-

GRAM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any simi-

lar authority, the Secretary shall provide 
loan guarantees and grants to agricultural 
producers and rural small businesses— 

‘‘(i) to purchase renewable energy systems, 
including— 

‘‘(I) systems that may be used to produce 
and sell electricity, such as for agricultural 
or residential purposes; and 

‘‘(II) unique components of renewable en-
ergy systems; and 

‘‘(ii) to make energy efficiency improve-
ments. 

‘‘(B) TIERED APPLICATION PROCESS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In providing loan guaran-

tees and grants under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall use a 3-tiered application 
process that reflects the sizes of proposed 
projects in accordance with this subpara-
graph. 

‘‘(ii) TIER 1.—The Secretary shall establish 
a separate application process for projects 
for which the cost of the activity funded 
under this subsection is not more than 
$80,000. 

‘‘(iii) TIER 2.—The Secretary shall establish 
a separate application process for projects 

for which the cost of the activity funded 
under this subsection is greater than $80,000 
but less than $200,000. 

‘‘(iv) TIER 3.—The Secretary shall establish 
a separate application process for projects 
for which the cost of the activity funded 
under this subsection is equal to or greater 
than $200,000. 

‘‘(v) APPLICATION PROCESS.—The Secretary 
shall establish an application, evaluation, 
and oversight process that is most simplified 
for tier I projects and more comprehensive 
for each subsequent tier.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘and 

public health’’ before ‘‘benefits’’; and 
(ii) by striking paragraph (F) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(F) the natural resource conservation 

benefits of the renewable energy system; 
and’’; 

(C) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘in an 

amount not to exceed $100,000 per grant’’ 
after ‘‘in the form of grants’’; and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(D) in paragraph (4)(C), by striking ‘‘75 per-

cent of the cost’’ and inserting ‘‘all eligible 
costs’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out this 

section, the Secretary shall not require a 
second meter for on-farm residential por-
tions of rural projects connected to the 
grid.’’; 

(3) in subsection (f)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Not later’’ and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT REPORT.—Not later than 4 

years after the date of enactment of this 
paragraph, the Secretary shall submit to 
Congress a report on activities carried out 
under this section, including the outcomes 
achieved by projects funded under this sec-
tion.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (g)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(D), by striking ‘‘for 

fiscal year 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘for each of 
fiscal years 2012 through 2017’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘this section $25,000,000’’ and 

inserting ‘‘this section— 
‘‘(A) $25,000,000’’; 
(ii) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting a ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) $100,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2013 

through 2017.’’. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. HARKIN, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, and Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S.J. Res. 39. A joint resolution re-
moving the deadline for the ratifica-
tion of the equal rights amendment, to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing a joint resolution 
which would remove the deadline for 
the states’ ratification of the equal 
rights amendment, ERA. I thank Sen-
ators BOXER, DURBIN, GILLIBRAND, HAR-
KIN, LANDRIEU, LAUTENBERG, MENEN-
DEZ, and MIKULSKI for joining me as 
original cosponsors. 

When Congress passed the ERA in 
1972, it provided that the measure had 
to be ratified by 3⁄4 of the States, 38 
States, within 7 years. This deadline 
was later extended to 10 years by a 
joint resolution enacted by Congress, 
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but ultimately only 35 out of 38 States 
had ratified the ERA when the deadline 
expired in 1982. 

Congress can and should give the 
States another chance. In 1992, the 27th 
Amendment to the Constitution pro-
hibiting immediate Congressional pay 
raises was ratified after 203 years. Arti-
cle V of the Constitution contains no 
time limits for ratification of constitu-
tional amendments, and the ERA time 
limit was contained in a joint resolu-
tion, not the actual text of the amend-
ment. 

The Fourteenth Amendment of the 
Constitution requires ‘‘equal protec-
tion of the laws,’’ and the Supreme 
Court has so far held that most sex or 
gender classifications are subject to 
only ‘‘intermediate scrutiny’’ when 
analyzing laws that may have a dis-
criminatory impact. In 2011 Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia gave an 
interview in which he stated that ‘‘cer-
tainly the Constitution does not re-
quire discrimination on the basis of 
sex. The only issue is whether it pro-
hibits it. It doesn’t.’’ Ratification of 
the ERA by state legislatures would 
provide the courts with clearer guid-
ance in holding gender or sex classi-
fications to the ‘‘strict scrutiny’’ 
standard. 

The ERA is a simple and straight-
forward constitutional amendment. It 
reads: ‘‘Equality of rights under the 
law shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or by any State on 
account of sex.’’ The amendment gives 
power to Congress to enforce its provi-
sions by appropriate legislation, and 
the amendment would take effect two 
years after ratification by the States. 

March is Women’s History Month. 
And today is the 40th anniversary of 
passage by the Senate of the joint reso-
lution to extend the ERA ratification 
timeline on March 22, 1972. Today, 
nearly half of the States have a version 
of the ERA written into their State 
constitution. My own State of Mary-
land’s constitution reads that ‘‘Equal-
ity of rights under the law shall not be 
abridged or denied because of sex.’’ 

I am therefore pleased to introduce 
this joint resolution today, which is 
endorsed by a wide variety of groups, 
including United 4 Equality, the Na-
tional Council of Women’s Organiza-
tions, the National Organization for 
Women, and the American Association 
of University Women. I urge my col-
leagues to support this joint resolu-
tion. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 404—RECOG-
NIZING THE LIFE AND WORK OF 
WAR CORRESPONDENT MARIE 
COLVIN AND OTHER COURA-
GEOUS JOURNALISTS IN WAR 
ZONES 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 404 

Whereas The Sunday Times reporter Marie 
Colvin was killed during the shelling of a 
makeshift media center in the Baba Amr 
neighborhood of the besieged Syrian city of 
Homs on February 22, 2012, along with 
French photographer Rémi Ochlik; 

Whereas Ms. Colvin leaves behind a be-
loved family where she grew up in the State 
of New York, was educated and began her 
journalistic career in the United States, and 
throughout her career as one of the foremost 
war correspondents of her generation exem-
plified American values of humanity, ac-
countability, decency, transparency, and 
courage; 

Whereas Ms. Colvin worked with relentless 
bravery to report on the recent uprising in 
Syria and to expose crimes against human-
ity, human-rights violations, and the rav-
ages of war in conflict zones throughout the 
world, including the Balkans, the Chechen 
Republic, Libya, and Sri Lanka, where she 
was seriously wounded and lost vision in 1 
eye; 

Whereas Ms. Colvin shed light on human- 
rights violations through her courageous re-
porting on how these conflicts affected the 
lives of individuals; 

Whereas the actions of Ms. Colvin in 
Timor-Leste are widely credited with avert-
ing a massacre; 

Whereas Ms. Colvin said, ‘‘Covering a war 
means going to places torn by chaos, de-
struction, and death, and trying to bear wit-
ness. It means trying to find the truth in a 
sandstorm of propaganda when armies, tribes 
or terrorists clash. And yes, it means taking 
risks, not just for yourself but often for the 
people who work closely with you.’’; 

Whereas the work of Ms. Colvin exempli-
fies the best qualities of journalism; 

Whereas Ms. Colvin was awarded the 2000 
Courage in Journalism Award from the 
International Women’s Media Foundation 
for behind-the-lines action in Kosovo and the 
Chechen Republic, twice named Foreign Re-
porter of the Year at the British Press 
Awards, named the Journalist of the Year by 
the Foreign Press Association in 2000, and 
named Woman Journalist of the Year by the 
Foreign Press Association in 2010; and 

Whereas Ms. Colvin and brave journalists 
have lost their lives serving as the con-
science of the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends its sympathy to the families of 

Ms. Colvin and other reporters who have died 
reporting from conflict zones; 

(2) recognizes the bravery of Ms. Colvin 
and other correspondents and photographers 
who have lost their lives while exposing the 
truth; 

(3) calls on the world community to honor 
the memories of Ms. Colvin and other report-
ers; and 

(4) calls on the government of Syria to halt 
the brutal attacks against the people of 
Syria and to respect their human rights. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 405—AU-
THORIZING THE TAKING OF A 
PHOTOGRAPH IN THE CHAMBER 
OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE 

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and 
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 405 
Resolved, That paragraph 1 of rule IV of the 

Rules for the Regulation of the Senate Wing 
of the United States Capitol and Senate Of-

fice Buildings (prohibiting the taking of pic-
tures in the Senate Chamber) be temporarily 
suspended for the sole and specific purpose of 
permitting the Senate Photographic Studio 
to photograph the United States Senate in 
actual session on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, at 
the hour of 2:15 p.m. 

SEC. 2. The Sergeant at Arms of the Senate 
is authorized and directed to make the nec-
essary arrangements therefore, which ar-
rangements shall provide for a minimum of 
disruption to Senate proceedings. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

I, Senator BARBARA MIKULSKI intend 
to object to proceeding to S. 1789, a bill 
to improve, sustain, and transform the 
United States Postal Service, dated 
March 22, 2012. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Thursday, March 29, 
2012, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building in 
Washington, DC. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on current and near- 
term future price expectations and 
trends for motor gasoline and other re-
fined petroleum fuels. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by email 
to Allison_Seyferth@energy.senate 
.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Hannah Breul at (202) 224–4756 or 
Allison Seyferth at (202) 224–4905. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 22, 2012. at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 22, 2012, at 9:45 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘International Har-
monization of Wall Street Reform: Or-
derly Liquidation, Derivatives, and the 
Volcker Rule.’’ 
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