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Because of a whole bunch of reasons, 

this place decided not to do what Presi-
dent Bush thought we should do. Then, 
later on, a few months later, when 
President Obama said we have to step 
up and do the right thing, it was still a 
difficult vote. It passed, with some Re-
publican support but not as much as we 
had hoped. But it passed. This was in 
December 2008 and then early 2009 when 
President Obama took the oath of of-
fice. We can now look at what has hap-
pened in this country. 

Fundamentally, we see an auto in-
dustry that is so important to manu-
facturing in our country and so impor-
tant to building a middle class. We can 
see what that has meant to our coun-
try. I will give you one big example. 
From 1997 to 2010, every single year we 
have seen a decline in manufacturing 
jobs in our country—every single year. 
In my State, and I know in the Pre-
siding Officer’s State of North Caro-
lina, in which manufacturing has been 
a huge presence, they have suffered as 
every State has. From 2008 to 2010, 
every single year there have been man-
ufacturing job losses. But you know 
what, since the auto rescue, for the 
last 20, 21, 22 months, we have seen 
manufacturing job growth—manufac-
turing job growth every single month 
for the country and for my State of 
Ohio. Every single month, we have had 
more manufacturing jobs than the 
month before. That is not good enough 
because it is not enough growth, but it 
is clearly going in the right direction. 

In auto alone, you can see what is 
happening in my State. The four large 
auto companies in Ohio—Ford, Chrys-
ler, General Motors, and Honda—all 
four of them have announced major ex-
pansion plans, major investments in 
our State, including building a new car 
in some cases, building a new line of 
cars, and in other cases expanding sig-
nificantly. 

Look at a car like the Chevy Cruz. 
Its engine is made in Defiance, near the 
Indiana border. Its bumper is made in 
Northwood. Its transmission is made in 
Toledo. Its speakers are made in 
Springboro, near Dayton in southwest 
Ohio, so the Dayton-Cincinnati area. 
There are brackets made in, I believe, 
Brunswick and other places. The steel 
comes from Cleveland. The aluminum 
comes from Cleveland. Stamping is in a 
plant in Parma—the stamping, I be-
lieve, of the components to the car. 
The assembly is ultimately in 
Lordstown, and 5,000 people work in 
Lordstown, OH, stamping and assem-
bling this small car that has been one 
of the best sellers of any car in the 
United States of America. 

In Toledo, where the Jeep Wrangler 
is assembled, prior to the auto rescue, 
only about 50 percent of the compo-
nents in a Jeep Wrangler were Amer-
ican made—only 50 percent. So half of 
them came from production outside of 
the United States. Today about 75 per-
cent of the Jeep Wrangler—the compo-
nents to the Jeep Wrangler are assem-
bled in the United States—is so-called 

domestic content. What does that 
mean? That means jobs. 

That is why it is so important that 
the President continue to move for-
ward—and I hope more aggressively— 
on the whole issue of auto supply parts. 
We saw how just 10 years ago we had a 
deficit with China of about $1 billion in 
auto parts. Today we have a trade def-
icit with China in auto parts of almost 
$10 billion. So I know how concerned 
the President is. 

I know that American auto compa-
nies, including Honda, want to source 
more and more of their products in the 
United States of America. They want 
those products to be manufactured 
here in addition to being assembled 
here. And manufactured here obviously 
means it will be close to the final as-
sembly point in the critical mass that 
these manufacturers want to grow jobs. 

So we are seeing a partnership now 
that we have never seen in my lifetime, 
I believe, between the auto industry 
and the U.S. Government, not for the 
government to have ownership, not for 
the government to tell the auto indus-
try what to do, but for the government 
to make the business climate for these 
auto companies more and more favor-
able. That is what is good. That is what 
has come out of the auto rescue for To-
ledo—the assembly of the Jeep Wran-
gler. That is what has come out of the 
auto rescue in Youngstown—in 
Lordstown, the Youngstown area—for 
the Chevy Cruz. All of that is good 
news, that economic growth, that man-
ufacturing job growth we have seen for 
more than 20 months. It clearly takes 
us in the right direction. 

It is important that the naysayers 
just kind of drop—I mean, they can say 
whatever they want about the auto res-
cue. They are going to say what they 
want for political reasons. But it is 
clear that we as policymakers—you 
know Presidential candidates are going 
to do what the Presidential candidates 
are going to do in both parties. I don’t 
really much care. But I do care that 
this body, the Senate, focus its efforts 
on how do we cooperatively grow this 
industry. It means more union auto 
workers going to work. It means more 
nonunion supply chain workers going 
to work. All of these are good-paying 
jobs. What do we care about more here 
than preparing an environment for 
good-paying jobs that put people back 
to work and can help them join the 
middle class. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL.) Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

(The remarks of Mrs. HUTCHISON per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2151 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 

‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that morning busi-
ness be extended for an additional 10 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be allowed to 
engage in a colloquy with the Senator 
from South Carolina, Senator GRAHAM, 
and the Senator from North Dakota, 
Senator HOEVEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RELEASE OF AMERICAN 
HOSTAGES 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I, 
along with Senators GRAHAM, HOEVEN, 
BLUMENTHAL, and SESSIONS, had a very 
interesting trip last week, where we 
visited various countries and learned a 
lot at each one. The reason we are here 
on the floor today is to talk a bit about 
the recent release—thank God—of 
Americans who were in the American 
Embassy and were subject to trial and 
prosecution by the Egyptian Govern-
ment. This was a humanitarian issue 
from the standpoint that no American 
citizen should be treated that way, es-
pecially by an ally, but it was also a 
larger issue in that the outcome could 
have significantly impacted relations 
between our country and Egypt. 

Egypt, as my friend from South Caro-
lina well knows, is the heart and soul 
of the Arab world. What happens in 
Egypt affects the entire Arab world. 
Our relationship with Egypt is one that 
is vital not just for Egypt but our na-
tional security interests are that the 
region remain peaceful and that there 
not be conflict and abrogation of the 
treaty that was concluded between 
Egypt and Israel as a result of the 
Camp David agreements. 

I think it is important to recognize 
that Egypt is in a bit of turmoil. These 
young people, from the National Demo-
cratic Institute, the International Re-
publican Institute, and Freedom House, 
unfortunately, had to go to our em-
bassy because they were going to be 
prosecuted under then-Egyptian law. 

I wish to begin by saying that our 
Ambassador to Egypt, Anne Patterson, 
may be one of the finest diplomats this 
Nation has produced. The more the 
Senator from South Carolina and I 
travel, and the more we meet with and 
have discussions with representatives 
at our U.S. Embassies, we realize these 
people are enormously good, and we are 
proud they represent the United 
States, particularly Anne Patterson. 
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She has worked tirelessly since this 
whole crisis began. I believe the major-
ity of the credit for this successful out-
come, as far as our American citizens 
are concerned, can be directly attrib-
uted to her dedication, her hard work, 
and her tireless efforts day and night 
on behalf of these young people. So we 
are extremely proud of her. 

I wish to ask my friend from South 
Carolina what he thinks were the rea-
sons why the Egyptian Government 
changed what they had previously said 
would be a judicial prosecution of these 
American citizens to allowing them to 
leave Egypt and return to the United 
States, as they are now on their way? 

Mr. GRAHAM. Madam President, I 
wish to add my gratitude and recogni-
tion of Ambassador Patterson and her 
whole team—the State Department 
team on the ground. They did a very 
good job making the case to the Egyp-
tian Government. But we have to all 
realize Egypt is in transition. They 
have just had their elections for the 
lower house, the Parliament. The upper 
house has not been seated yet, and they 
have not elected a President. They 
have gone from a dictatorship to an 
emerging democracy, and this case 
comes along, the NGO prosecutions. 

I think both of us—our entire delega-
tion—think this is offensive. The IRI, 
the NDI are Republican-Democratic or-
ganizations funded by the government 
and the private sector that try to help 
emerging democracies all over the 
world. They have been in every country 
hotspot you can name—after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union—doing great 
work. So the accusations were the peo-
ple involved in these organizations— 
and Senator MCCAIN is the head of 
IRI—were involved in spying and espio-
nage, and I wanted to take the floor to 
say I found the accusations offensive 
and without merit. 

The Egyptian coworkers, Egyptian 
citizens who were working with the IRI 
and NDI, are still in custody in Egypt, 
facing criminal prosecutions for help-
ing these fine organizations, and we 
will not take our eye off of that and we 
will keep pushing to make sure we get 
the right answer. 

But how did this end? We know how 
it started. I think it was a political ef-
fort to try to justify Mubarak-era law 
that was used to oppress and keep out 
of the country people who were helping 
to bring about change. One of the 
bright spots of this engagement was 
that the army—and General Tantawi 
was as helpful as he could be, given the 
constraints of the army in this new 
government formation. 

But when we engaged the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Freedom and Justice 
Party, the largest bloc in Parliament, 
Senator MCCAIN, in his first engage-
ment, the first thing he said to the rep-
resentative was this NGO situation and 
how damaging it was to Egypt-Amer-
ican relationships, how unfair it was, 
how out of bounds it was in terms of 
the law. The response was from this 
group that we find the NGO law unac-

ceptable, unjust, and we are wanting to 
change it. Once that statement was 
made publicly, it allowed this momen-
tum to withdraw or lift the administra-
tive travel ban. The cases may still go 
forward, but our people are coming 
home. 

I think the reason this happened is 
because of the collaboration between 
the State Department, the delegation, 
every aspect of the American Govern-
ment, and the people on the ground in 
Egypt I think understood the value of 
the United States-Egyptian relation-
ship, and the judicial system finally 
made a wise decision. To those left be-
hind, we are certainly standing with 
you, and you will not be forgotten. 

But this could have ended the United 
States-Egyptian relationship. 

Senator MCCAIN and Senator HOEVEN, 
let me ask a question to you both. If 
this had not ended well, if they had in-
sisted on prosecuting and having the 
American citizens questioned appear in 
cages before an Egyptian court based 
on an outlandish acquisition, what 
kind of reaction would we have had in 
the United States and what damage 
would it have done to United States- 
Egyptian relationships, in your opin-
ion? 

Mr. MCCAIN. As the Senator from 
South Carolina knows, there was a 
pending amendment to cut off the $1.3 
billion. I would emphasize to my col-
leagues that $1.3 billion was a commit-
ment that was made at the time of the 
Camp David agreement which led to a 
peace agreement between Egypt and 
Israel, which, if that amendment had 
been enacted, I am confident would 
have been cause for the Egyptians to 
abrogate the peace treaty with Israel. 
The consequences of all that I am not 
sure of. 

I wish to emphasize to my friend— 
and I see Senator HOEVEN here—we did 
have meetings with the speaker of 
their Parliament and his colleagues. 
We did have meetings with the chair-
man of their committee on human 
rights, who happens to be the nephew 
of Anwar Sadat, one of the signatories 
to the Camp David agreement—the sig-
natory, along with Menachem Begin. 
We did meet with the Muslim Brother-
hood, who then agreed with us that 
NGOs are important and the law need-
ed to be revised. Of course, we met with 
Marshal Tantawi, the head of the in-
terim military government. 

What confused us a bit at first, I ask 
my colleague from North Dakota, was 
that everybody said: We are with you. 
Yet, they were gridlocked. In the words 
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff who had been over there, they 
were paralyzed. It seemed to me that 
the statement of the Muslim Brother-
hood—who all of us I know have con-
cerns about, but it was the statement 
of the Muslim Brotherhood supporting 
NGOs, supporting revision of the Muba-
rak law that seemed to be a major fac-
tor in unsticking what had clearly been 
a situation which day by day grew 
more and more of a crisis. I would ask 

my friend from North Dakota if he had 
that same impression. 

Mr. HOEVEN. I wish to thank the es-
teemed Senator from Arizona for al-
lowing me to join him on the floor 
today to talk about this very impor-
tant issue that has had a favorable out-
come. Even more importantly, I want 
to express my great appreciation and 
gratitude to Senator MCCAIN and Sen-
ator GRAHAM for organizing the oppor-
tunity for us to go over to Egypt, and 
to not only meet with our NGO work-
ers at the U.S. Embassy, but to engage 
in conversations and meetings with 
military and government leaders on 
this very important issue. 

It is not just these seven Americans 
we are very concerned about, and their 
safety—which obviously is paramount. 
But as Senator GRAHAM indicated, this 
situation clearly had ramifications for 
the relationship on a longer term basis 
between Egypt and the United States, 
and Egypt and Israel, particularly in 
regard to the peace treaty. 

So taking this initiative to sit down 
with Field Marshal Tantawi, who is the 
leader of the military council, but also 
the leaders of the Freedom and Justice 
Party—which is the majority party 
now in the Parliament. Of course, that 
is the Muslim Brotherhood. We sat 
down with the Muslim Brotherhood as 
well. I think those meetings were ex-
tremely important in helping to foster 
an understanding that broke the log-
jam. 

I too want to commend the work of 
our Ambassador, Ambassador Anne 
Patterson. She did an outstanding job. 
I want to thank Secretary Clinton and 
the people at the State Department for 
their diligent efforts. But I must say, 
having the opportunity to be part of a 
delegation led by Senator MCCAIN and 
Senator GRAHAM gave us the oppor-
tunity to talk to the Muslim Brother-
hood, gave us the opportunity to talk 
to the leaders of the Freedom and Jus-
tice Party. And the next day they put 
out a statement, which I agree was 
very important in helping move things 
forward, because what they said in that 
statement involved two things, two 
things that I do think helped break the 
logjam; first, that they support non-
government organizations. They sup-
port nongovernment organizations. 
They recognize that these NGOs do im-
portant work, and they want to address 
the laws in Egypt to make sure they 
have good laws that will enable the 
NGOs to continue. 

The second thing they said, which I 
thought was particularly important, is 
they also expressed their concern about 
NGO workers, and that those NGO 
workers be treated fairly. 

As Senator MCCAIN said, I hail from 
the State of North Dakota, and he 
knows I am going to say this. I can see 
the smile sneaking up on his face al-
ready. One of the NGO workers, one of 
the Americans detained under the trav-
el ban whom I had the opportunity to 
visit with at the Embassy is a woman 
named Staci Haag. She has been over 
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there working. Needless to say, I was 
worried about all of our Americans. I 
was really worried about Staci, and 
making sure that she and her fellow 
workers—and of course, Secretary 
LaHood’s son, Sam LaHood, but all of 
them, that they were able to get home 
safely. 

Again, I think it was important in 
terms of fostering an understanding 
that I hope now will continue as we 
work to build relations with Egypt and 
their new government. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Will the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. HOEVEN. I will, to the Senator 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. GRAHAM. And I will turn it back 
over to Senator MCCAIN. 

I can tell you that very few people in 
Egypt, almost no one in Egypt realized 
somebody from North Dakota was 
being held. You were on message. You 
were very effective. I hope Staci and 
her family appreciate it, and I know 
they do. But for everybody—Sam, the 
NDI workers, the whole gang—we are 
proud of what they do. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL is here, and I 
want people to know this is a bipar-
tisan delegation. We had kind of a din-
ner meeting, when things were not 
going so well, about the idea of bring-
ing our American citizens down to 
Egyptian court to be put at risk 
securitywise and maybe to be put be-
hind cages—which would have de-
stroyed the relationship. I think Sen-
ator BLUMENTHAL made it crystal clear 
that was not a good idea. And thank 
God it didn’t happen. 

With that, I yield back to Senator 
MCCAIN. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I agree with my col-
league from South Carolina. Senator 
BLUMENTHAL was very important, one, 
for bipartisanship, but also his back-
ground as a prosecutor. 

At one point in all of this back and 
forth, one of the lawyers—who will be 
unnamed—said to Senator BLUMENTHAL 
that: Well, we probably have to go 
along with the advice of the lawyers. 
And Senator BLUMENTHAL, in a very 
succinct way, said: Well, maybe it is 
time to fire the lawyers. 

So I want to thank Senator 
BLUMENTHAL for his involvement and 
the expertise and knowledge that he 
brought to this whole scenario because 
of his background as a prosecutor and 
attorney general of his State. 

I guess I wonder, from my friend 
from Connecticut, if he believes that 
this kind of thing is something we 
should be emphasizing, these NGOs, so 
maybe we can prevent this in the fu-
ture. 

For example, when we visited Tuni-
sia, the Tunisians have enacted a law 
that encourages the participation of 
these dedicated men and women who 
come and live and work in their coun-
try and help them build democracy. 
That was what was so—not enraging, 
but certainly it was so frustrating to 
hear these people who are only trying 
to build democracy. They weren’t there 

to make money. They weren’t contrac-
tors. They weren’t anybody who was in 
business. They were just trying to help 
them build democracy, and they end up 
in the situation that they were in— 
which caused us from time to time to 
maybe grit our teeth, I would ask my 
friend from Connecticut. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I thank my col-
league from Arizona who led this trip. 
Very enthusiastically and emphati-
cally I would say the answer is, yes, we 
should be encouraging these non-
governmental organizations that are 
committed to the cause of democracy 
and human rights and civil society. 
Their work in Egypt and in places such 
as Tunisia and other areas of the Mid-
dle East, as well as around the globe 
where democracy and freedom are at 
risk and sometimes at great peril, has 
been enormously important. 

I was so proud and grateful to be part 
of this trip led by Senator MCCAIN, and 
to hear and see the kind of respect 
there is in the world for his views, for 
his leadership, as well as for Senator 
GRAHAM’s. And ‘‘receptiveness’’ is prob-
ably an understatement that Field 
Marshal Tantawi, leaders of Par-
liament, and others in Egypt had for 
his statements about the importance of 
allowing these Americans, these seven 
Americans, who committed no crime, 
to leave that country. The power of his 
and Senator GRAHAM’s statements, the 
ability of our colleagues such as Sen-
ator HOEVEN and Senator SESSIONS to 
speak—not on behalf of the United 
States, because we were not there to 
negotiate—but on behalf of public opin-
ion in the United States I think was 
very instrumental and shows the im-
portance of the interchanges and the 
relationships that can be built when we 
interact face to face, on the ground, 
with our peers and contemporaries in 
foreign countries. Not that we were 
speaking as military people or as dip-
lomats, but simply in reflecting the 
opinion of people in the United States 
that these Americans, innocent of any 
crime, should be permitted to leave the 
country. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Didn’t my friend from 
Connecticut find it striking that these 
new parliamentarians were most eager 
to have interparliamentary association 
with us? They wanted to come to the 
United States to have further relations 
between the two elected bodies. I was 
very impressed by that. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I would say, yes, 
indeed. I was extraordinarily impressed 
by their eagerness to see what democ-
racy looks like as it works. Remember, 
some of these individuals have been in 
prison for long periods of time, some of 
them under the most brutal conditions, 
many of them tortured while they were 
there, with little exposure to the real 
world of democracy. 

In answer to the question of the Sen-
ator from Arizona, it would be very 
helpful to them. In fact, on a number of 
occasions we invited them to come to 
this country. 

But I would ask the Senator from Ar-
izona and perhaps my other colleagues 

who are on the floor today to look 
ahead and to comment perhaps on what 
we can do to move in a positive way 
from here, because I think all of us feel 
Egypt is a linchpin for our relationship 
to that area of the world going for-
ward. So much that is exciting is hap-
pening in that part of the world, and 
Egypt is so critical to it. So I would 
ask my friends from Arizona and South 
Carolina and North Dakota what they 
feel perhaps are positive steps we can 
take to build on this good step forward. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Very briefly, before I 
turn to my other two colleagues, the 
day we arrived in Egypt there was a 
suppliers conference, companies and 
corporations from all over the world, 
ranging from companies such as Gen-
eral Electric, Boeing—the major cor-
porations. It is very clear that the one 
thing they need is jobs—jobs and jobs 
and jobs. Their tourism has collapsed. 
Unless their economy improves, I think 
they are going to face some very sig-
nificant challenges. 

At least I was very happy to see a lot 
of American participation in that gath-
ering. I think they said there were like 
600 people in that room, all of them 
representing various businesses in the 
United States. And of course they are 
experiencing a hard currency crunch 
right now that is very significant. 

Mr. GRAHAM. I think this is a very 
good topic to be talking about—the fu-
ture—because this is an episode that 
could have destroyed the relationship 
before it had a chance to mature. What 
am I concerned about? I am still con-
cerned about the development in 
Egypt. The Constitution will be writ-
ten here in the coming months, by the 
summer. I want to make sure Amer-
ica’s voice is heard about who we are. 
We hope that the Egyptian people em-
brace tolerance; that the Coptic Chris-
tians are going to be welcomed as they 
have been for centuries in Egypt; that 
religious minorities will be protected; 
that women will not be taken back 
into the darkness; that the Constitu-
tion will reflect an Islamic nation that 
understands the concepts of tolerance 
and free enterprise. 

The Muslim Brotherhood will be the 
leading organization politically. It is 
up to them to create an environment 
where the world feels welcome. It is up 
to them to create an economy, working 
with their coalition partners. We will 
be watching. It is not what you say in 
politics, it is what you do. Apply that 
to all of us here. I think we are failing 
our people back in the United States 
by talking way too much and doing too 
little. 

Between now and the summer can 
really be outcome-determinative for 
decades in Egypt. I am urging the 
Egyptian political leadership, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood included, to write a 
constitution and create an environ-
ment where people believe they can 
come and visit Egypt and do business. 
Senator MCCAIN is dead-on. There is a 
lot of money to be made interacting 
with the Egyptian people, and they are 
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a proud people and smart people, and I 
want to get our businesses on the 
ground. I want to help the Egyptian 
economy develop through the private 
sector, not just the public. 

I am the ranking member of the For-
eign Relations Committee, working 
with Senator LEAHY, the chairman. We 
will be continuing to provide economic 
assistance, but the end game is to cre-
ate a functioning society we can do 
business with where we can create jobs 
in America. 

The main thing to do in the short 
term is maintain the military relation-
ship. The reason Egypt did not become 
Syria when people were rising against 
the autocratic regime is because the 
Army stood by the people. The rela-
tionship we have had with the Egyp-
tian military over 30 years really paid 
dividends. Egyptian officers coming to 
American military academies and 
schools has been invaluable. 

As we go forward, maintain that rela-
tionship between us and the Egyptian 
Army, honor the treaty with Israel, 
make sure you write a constitution 
worthy of a bright future in Egypt, and 
to all the political leaders in Egypt: 
The world is watching, the Arab world 
is watching, and if you have a narrow 
agenda, if you have an exclusive agen-
da, you will be doing your country a 
disservice. We will be a willing partner 
but not under any and all cir-
cumstances. Maybe we have learned 
our lesson—that you cannot have part-
nerships without basic principles. 

We look forward to working with the 
Egyptian Parliament and people. They 
have a chance to change the course of 
history in the Arab world and the Mid-
east. Don’t lose the opportunity. 

Mr. HOEVEN. I echo the sentiments 
of the good Senator from South Caro-
lina. What I would like to add is I 
think that is exactly the right question 
to pose. The Senator from Connecticut 
says: Where do we go from here? I 
think that is right-on. There is no 
question in my mind but that the rela-
tionships Senator MCCAIN and Senator 
GRAHAM have built overseas made a 
difference for the United States and 
our foreign policy. This is a clear ex-
ample of it. 

When we sat down with Field Mar-
shal Tantawi, when we met with other 
government leaders, even when we met 
with the Muslim Brotherhood, because 
of the fact that there was a relation-
ship there, that they knew these indi-
viduals, there was some level of trust 
there that enabled us to engage in very 
important communications that pro-
duced a message that I think was inte-
gral to the resolution of this situation, 
which could have been a very bad one. 

These relationships matter when we 
talk about working with other coun-
tries, particularly in that part of the 
world. There are so many differences 
between our countries and how we op-
erate that having some relationships 
where people can sit down, have these 
discussions, and talk about how we 
work together and foster some future 

agreement and some mutual under-
standing is vitally important. 

At the meeting with the Freedom 
and Justice Party parliamentary mem-
bers, we invited them to come visit us. 
I think that would be very helpful and 
very important, not only so these new 
leaders and their parliament have a 
better sense of the United States and 
how we work and the kinds of relation-
ships we can foster in both business 
and government but also so the Mem-
bers of this Senate, of this Congress, 
and our people here get a better sense 
of them as well. I believe that is very 
important as we track forward with 
this new, young government that is 
now embarking on writing a constitu-
tion and governing in a vitally impor-
tant country in the Middle East. 

At this point, I would like to turn 
things back to the good Senator from 
Arizona, with my sincere gratitude. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I thank my colleagues 
and dear friends. It was an exciting trip 
and a very interesting one. I would just 
like to say that when you go to a coun-
try such as Libya and see the chal-
lenges they have with the militias and 
yet the dedication of their leadership 
toward a free and democratic country; 
when you go into Libya, where both 
the Prime Minister and the Deputy 
Prime Minister both attended school or 
were professors at the University of 
Alabama, it really does show the in-
credible effect of an education in the 
United States of America. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Will the Senator yield 
for just 1 second? 

Mr. MCCAIN. Extremist, but any-
way—— 

Mr. GRAHAM. Not only did we meet 
with people who came back to Libya 
from the University of Alabama—if 
there had been anybody from North 
Dakota, I would have known about it, I 
assure you. 

We met a person who was detained at 
Gitmo—you talk about a small world 
and how the world changes—someone 
detained at Guantanamo Bay because 
they had been involved with some very 
unsavory characters but who did not 
adopt the al-Qaida agenda but will be a 
key player between the United States 
and Libya. 

I want to mention—I think my col-
leagues will verify this—you have been 
nice to Senator MCCAIN and myself, 
but let me tell you, having the three 
Senators there, as Senator 
BLUMENTHAL said, echoing public opin-
ion in America—we were not nego-
tiators, we were trying to tell people 
the way it was here at home—we could 
not have done it without the three of 
you saying, here is the way it is. 

But let me say, when Senator MCCAIN 
turned to the former Guantanamo Bay 
detainee and said: You know, I have 
been in prison, too, and about forgive-
ness and about starting over and start-
ing a relationship in Vietnam—Senator 
MCCAIN and Senator KERRY did that— 
and about understanding that the fu-
ture is what we want it to be, I thought 
it was a very moving moment. I think 

the interaction between the two indi-
viduals gave me a sense that there is 
hope out there. 

I want to acknowledge that was an 
unusual moment, when you meet some-
one who had been in Guantanamo Bay, 
who is now one of the future leaders of 
Libya, and have a Senator from the 
U.S. Senate who served his country and 
was a prisoner of war—that was an in-
credible exchange. I hope something 
good comes from it. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. It was an ex-
traordinary moment but even more so 
because Senator MCCAIN asked a num-
ber of them—one in particular—about 
the impacts on their families and in 
that case, I believe, the impact on his 
wife. We tend to forget in this coun-
try—all too often we tend to take for 
granted the immense protections we 
enjoy in this country, the value of our 
freedoms. 

That moment was profoundly moving 
for me, and his reaction in the realiza-
tion of how far he has come as a leader 
in his country, how much he has en-
dured, how much pain and travail for 
him and his family. It was a striking 
reminder about the importance of de-
mocracy and freedom and the protec-
tions we often take for granted and the 
great work being done by those non-
governmental organizations in fos-
tering freedom and democracy, some-
times at peril or risk to themselves. 

The Senator from South Carolina has 
hit a very important point, and it ties 
to what Senator MCCAIN said about the 
suppliers conference in Egypt. These 
principles and the growth of democ-
racies in that part of the world are im-
portant, not just because we like de-
mocracy and not just because of the 
strategic value, militarily, and the in-
terests that our national security has, 
but also they are potential markets for 
our exports. The Senator from South 
Carolina used that word. People should 
understand that there is an important 
interest that we have in promoting 
jobs in those countries because it will 
be jobs for us. That is, at a very basic 
level, one of the values of this trip, try-
ing to promote and expand those mar-
kets, as Senator MCCAIN did in speak-
ing at the suppliers conference in Cairo 
to hundreds of Egyptian businessmen 
wanting to do business, buy our prod-
ucts, and expand their markets. 

I yield. 
Mr. MCCAIN. I note the presence of 

my colleague from Vermont. I once 
again thank my colleague. Every once 
in a while we can think we did a little 
bit of good around the world, and 
thanks to the five of us, I think we 
really did. I think we can be proud. 

We are also proud that we represent, 
still, in their view and our view, the 
greatest Nation in the world. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I re-

quest 10 minutes to speak in regard to 
a resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SANDERS). Is there objection? Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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MOVING AHEAD FOR PROGRESS IN 
THE 21ST CENTURY ACT—Continued 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding the business before the 
Senate now is the surface transpor-
tation reauthorization bill; is that 
right? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

Mr. REID. Does that need to be re-
ported? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has al-
ready been reported. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1730 WITHDRAWN 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I withdraw 
amendment No. 1730. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right. The amendment is 
withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1761 

(Purpose: To make a perfecting amendment) 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 
first-degree amendment at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 1761. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1762 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1761 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 
second-degree amendment at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 1762 to 
amendment No. 1761. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
AMENDMENT NO. 1762 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. ll. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall become effective 7 days 
after enactment. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT WITH AMENDMENT NO. 1763 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 
motion to recommit the bill with in-
structions, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves 
to recommit the bill, S. 1813, to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works 
with instructions to report back forthwith 
with an amendment. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the 
amendment be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
AMENDMENT NO. 1763 

At the end, add the following new section: 
SEC. ll. 

This Act shall become effective 6 days 
after enactment. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1764 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an 
amendment at the desk, and that 
amendment is to the instructions that 
we have already set forth. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 1764 to the 
instructions (amendment No. 1763) of the mo-
tion to recommit. 

The amendment is as follows: 
In the amendment, strike ‘‘6 days’’ and in-

sert ‘‘5 days’’. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on that 
amendment I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1765 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1764 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 

second-degree amendment at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 1765 to 
amendment No. 1764. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
In the amendment, strike ‘‘5 days’’ and in-

sert ‘‘4 days’’. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, let me take 
a moment where we are in this impor-
tant surface transportation reauthor-
ization bill. No one disputes the fact 
that this is a job creator. Millions of 
jobs, plural. Today with the Senate’s 
vote to dispose of the Blunt amend-
ment, the Senate completed an impor-
tant step to advance this bill. The Re-
publican leaders on the Republican side 
made clear that they would not allow 
the Senate to move forward on this 
piece of legislation until they got a 
vote on contraception. We waited and 

waited. It is done. Now we can move on 
to attempting to process other amend-
ments to this important piece of legis-
lation. 

Not everything ground to a halt 
while the Senate was working toward 
processing the Blunt amendment. The 
bill’s able managers have been working 
to clear amendments offered by a num-
ber of Senators. As I have said before, 
the managers of this bill—multiple in 
nature—are seasoned and know what is 
going on legislatively. They worked to-
gether, Senators BOXER and INHOFE es-
pecially, because there is more of what 
they have in this bill than what other 
committees have. But we have the 
Banking Committee, the Finance Com-
mittee, the Commerce Committee, and 
they have all worked together in com-
ing up with a number of cleared amend-
ments. All of these Senators have 
worked closely together. They worked 
so closely even before the work over 
the past week, and on February 9, 85 
Senators voted on cloture to proceed to 
the bill. And as I have indicated, over 
the last several weeks they have con-
tinued to work together and clear nu-
merous amendments that Senators 
have filed. 

I offered a revised amendment a few 
minutes ago. This amendment includes 
the very same consensus that comes 
from the product of these three com-
mittees regarding my earlier amend-
ment. It includes matters reported 
unanimously by the Banking Com-
mittee, strong bipartisan vote with the 
Finance Committee, matters nego-
tiated between the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Commerce Com-
mittee. 

What is new in the amendment I just 
offered is that it now also includes 37 
additional amendments cleared by the 
managers of this bill and, where appro-
priate, cleared by other committees, 
specifically the Commerce Committee 
and the Banking Committee. Thirty- 
seven amendments. So that is now part 
of my substitute that is now before the 
Senate. 

I would be very satisfied if the Sen-
ate adopted this amendment, and pro-
vided that it serve as additional text 
for purpose of further amendment. The 
two managers will work to clear addi-
tional amendments. 

We need a path forward on this bill, 
and we don’t have it now. We continue 
to work on an agreement to have votes 
on a number of nongermane amend-
ments which the Republican caucus 
says they want. And our side, if they 
want amendments, we could have some 
nongermane amendments also. I would 
rather we disposed of the nongermane 
amendments, and I am thinking seri-
ously of coming to the floor today and 
asking consent that we move forward 
on this bill with no irrelevant or non-
germane amendments. 

It is vital that we complete work on 
this surface transportation reauthor-
ization bill. I am determined that the 
Senate will do so and do so as quickly 
as possible. Doing so will take coopera-
tion from different Senators, so we 
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