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(3) supports the commitment of the United 

States and all countries to improving access 
to, and developing, new treatments, 
diagnostics, and cures for rare diseases and 
disorders. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING 
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Candonino 
Agusen and Jackson Button, two stu-
dents from my State, who were named 
as top youth volunteers for 2012 by the 
Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards. The awards were created in 
1995 through a partnership between 
Prudential and the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals to 
honor middle and high school students 
for outstanding service to others at the 
local, State, and national levels. 

Every year, the top high school and 
middle school youth volunteers from 
each State and the District of Colum-
bia are selected as State Honorees. 
Each honoree receives a $1,000 award, 
an engraved silver medallion, and an 
all-expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C. for several days of national rec-
ognition events. In addition, other 
noteworthy students from each State 
are named Distinguished Finalists and 
receive a bronze medallion for their 
contributions. 

After the natural disasters in Japan 
in 2011, Candonino, a junior at 
Kealakehe High School, recruited oth-
ers to help him purchase temporary 
housing kits for the victims displaced 
by the earthquake and tsunami. These 
kits included a tent, survival equip-
ment, and a month of supplies for up to 
10 people. His team raised more than 
$64,000, enough to take care of 640 
earthquake victims for a month. 
Candonino contributed another $2,000 
by making and sending 1,000 paper ori-
gami cranes to Japan as a symbol of 
support. 

Jackson, a middle school student at 
Hawaii Technology Academy, co-found-
ed a nonprofit organization with his 
sisters that has raised nearly $100,000 
to support a wide variety of projects 
aiding children in Africa, Mexico, and 
the United States. Some of the projects 
funded by the organization include 
scholarships for children who have lost 
a parent to cancer or other diseases, a 
solar heater for a Mexican orphanage, 
and school supplies for underprivileged 
students in Hawaii. Through the non-
profit, Jackson and his sisters even ar-
ranged for a van to take HIV/AIDS or-
phans in Uganda to medical appoint-
ments, and bought four acres of land in 
that country to grow food and build a 
new orphanage. 

I would also like to recognize Scott 
Fetz of Kailua-Kona and Jessica 
Sonson of Ewa Beach who were named 
the 2012 Distinguished Finalists from 
Hawaii, as well as the many other indi-
viduals who contribute to the improve-

ment of our communities every day. 
Our Nation is a better place because of 
people like these young leaders, who 
are making a difference in their com-
munities and around the world. These 
students, like many volunteers, do not 
perform these services for recognition. 
I am grateful for awards that acknowl-
edge their selflessness so that these 
role models can serve as inspiration for 
others. I am proud of all that these stu-
dents have accomplished, and I wish 
them the best in their bright futures.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEDSTAR ST. 
MARY’S HOSPITAL 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of 
MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Leonardtown, MD. When St. Mary’s 
Hospital was founded in 1912, it was 
Leonardtown’s first community health 
care center, located in a modest two- 
story home. The surrounding popu-
lation was small and rural, and the 
hospital’s running water was heralded 
in a local newspaper. The new health 
care center was the first of many insti-
tutions that marked the beginning of 
St. Mary’s County’s transformation 
into the modern, thriving region it is 
today. 

As the county has grown and evolved 
from humble beginnings, so has the 
hospital. Today, St. Mary’s is a full- 
service hospital facility which offers 
state-of-the-art emergency, acute inpa-
tient and outpatient care. The emer-
gency room serves over 50,000 patients 
per year, and St. Mary’s is leading the 
way in using cutting-edge medical 
technology. St. Mary’s was the first 
hospital in southern Maryland to 
achieve full certification as a stroke 
center and won the prestigious Del-
marva Foundation Excellence Award 
five times for consistent improvements 
in patient safety and clinical out-
comes. The hospital’s fully integrated 
electronic medical records system is 
ranked among the top 5 percent nation-
ally. 

St. Mary’s is committed to a ‘‘pa-
tients first’’ philosophy, which is evi-
dent in consistently high patient satis-
faction scores. At St. Mary’s, treating 
every patient with respect and compas-
sion is an essential part of the healing 
process. The hospital offers dignity, 
comfort, and support to each and every 
patient and his or her family. 

In 2009, St. Mary’s joined the 
MedStar Health System. This partner-
ship helps St. Mary’s meet the expand-
ing medical needs of the southern 
Maryland community and offer the re-
gion greater access to specialty care. A 
new name that blends the hospital’s 
history and future—MedStar St. 
Mary’s Hospital—has been unveiled to 
celebrate its centennial. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating MedStar St. Mary’s 
Hospital on 100 years of providing out-
standing patient-centered care to the 
residents of Leonardtown and the 
southern Maryland region.∑ 

RECOGNIZING ST. PAUL’S PARISH 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, it is with 
great pleasure that I wish to recognize 
St. Paul Roman Catholic Church of the 
Diocese of Scranton, PA, as it cele-
brates its 125th anniversary. Saint 
Paul’s church and school have been a 
place of worship and education for my 
family for generations. 

St. Paul’s Parish, of the Green Ridge 
Section of Scranton, was created by 
Bishop Reverend William O’Hara in 
1887 as the sprawl from the center city 
of Scranton commenced with growth in 
the anthracite coal industry in North-
eastern Pennsylvania. The first mass, 
on March 1, 1887, was attended by 300 
people. 

A more permanent church, which in-
cluded classroom space and an audito-
rium, was built just 3 years later in 
1890. In 1892, the Sisters of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary began teaching at 
the school and continue to do so today. 
A convent was built for the sisters in 
1898. 

After 38 years, the building that 
housed the church and school became 
insufficient, and in 1928, St. Paul 
School was built and is still in oper-
ation. As Green Ridge’s population 
continued to grow, the parish built St. 
Clare School in 1952, St. Clare Church 
in 1955, and St. Clare Convent in 1958. 
Finally, St. Paul’s current church was 
built in 1952 and was renovated in 1999– 
2000. 

Under the current leadership of Mon-
signor William Feldcamp, St. Paul’s 
Parish remains vibrant with over 4,500 
members. 

I wish the entire St. Paul community 
my best as Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
celebrates the 125th anniversary mass 
on Sunday, March 4, 2012.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHEYNEY 
UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the 175th anniversary of 
Cheyney University. Founded on Feb-
ruary 25, 1837, as the Institute for Col-
ored Youth, Cheyney University is the 
oldest of the Nation’s historically 
black colleges and universities. 

Born in an era that legally and com-
monly defined African Americans as 
property, the Institute for Colored 
Youth sought to provide a pathway for 
educational enrichment to a commu-
nity wherein few opportunities existed. 

Established through the donation of 
Richard Humphreys, a Quaker philan-
thropist who settled in Philadelphia in 
1764, the Institute for Colored Youth 
sought to prepare African Americans 
to educate their communities as teach-
ers. Recognizing that African Ameri-
cans lacked both means and access to 
higher education, the Institute for Col-
ored Youth provided classes in classical 
education to young students at no cost 
in the first years of its creation. 

Over time, the vision of the Institute 
for Colored Youth grew into what we 
now know as Cheyney University. 
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Today, Cheyney University offers a di-
verse array of academic programming, 
including bachelor of arts and bachelor 
of science degrees in more than 30 
fields, master of science and master of 
education, master of arts in teaching, 
and master of public administration. 
The ongoing evolution of Cheyney Uni-
versity is evidenced in continuous ef-
forts to identify new methods and op-
portunities to prepare their students to 
succeed. 

As we celebrate African-American 
achievement and extraordinary accom-
plishments this month, we must also 
pay tribute to the institutions that are 
the foundations of these successes. 
Cheyney University’s legacy of aca-
demic achievement spans throughout 
the Civil War, Reconstruction, the era 
of Jim Crow and the Civil Rights move-
ment and continues today. Cheyney 
University, having grown from the 
darker chapters of American history, 
has served as a true instrument of 
change in the quest for equal access to 
opportunities. It is both an honor and a 
privilege to commemorate Cheyney 
University and its tremendous impact 
throughout Pennsylvania and across 
the Country.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING BILL RAGGIO 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to the life and work of 
Bill Raggio, a steadfast Nevadan, my 
mentor, and dedicated public servant 
who passed away on February 23, 2012. 
Our State has lost a truly devoted lead-
er and influential icon in Nevada poli-
tics. We mourn the passing of a dear 
friend and celebrate the life of a man 
who lived and fought for the better-
ment of our State. 

The loss of Bill is something that 
will be felt all across Nevada. He was 
truly a giant in every sense of the 
word. His recordbreaking 38 years in 
the Nevada State Senate can only be 
described as selfless. Over the course of 
10 terms, Bill was dedicated beyond 
question. He not only demonstrated a 
tactful leadership style but also de-
voted himself to fiscal responsibility. 
His ability to compromise and his will-
ingness to work across party lines 
helped him to overcome partisan dif-
ferences and legislative hurdles to 
meet the needs of the great State of 
Nevada. Bill influenced my work, and 
for that I am forever thankful. 

Never afraid to tackle the difficult 
problems, Bill pledged his commitment 
to dutifully protecting the citizens of 
northern Nevada as the Washoe County 
district attorney. He was a great man 
who fought hard for Nevadans and was 
respected by many. We are fortunate 
and proud to remember Bill, a second- 
generation Nevadan and Reno native. 

Bill touched the lives of tens of thou-
sands of Nevada families, spanning gen-
erations. He served Nevadans with 
honor and devotion, and we are blessed 
by Bill’s enduring and undeniable pas-
sion for public service. I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in celebrating 

the life of a great statesman who will 
always be remembered for his unwaver-
ing commitment to Nevada. His pass-
ing is a tremendous loss, and his legacy 
will be cherished for generations to 
come. I wish to extend my deepest 
sympathies and condolences to Bill’s 
wife Dale and the entire Raggio fam-
ily.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING PENBAY SOLUTIONS 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, I have the privilege of hearing 
countless small business success sto-
ries from hard-working entrepreneurs 
across the country. Today I wish to 
recognize and commend the extraor-
dinary achievements of PenBay Solu-
tions, an award-winning geographic in-
formation systems, GIS, firm 
headquartered in Brunswick, ME. 

Since its inception in 1999, PenBay 
has grown to become a leader in the ex-
panding GIS industry while spurring 
job creation. Today, the company em-
ploys 26 people in Maine, many of 
which graduated from the University of 
Maine system, a primer education in-
stitution for GIS. Additionally, 
PenBay employs several individuals 
working remotely around the country 
as well as in their New York and Wash-
ington D.C. offices. 

As a technology leader, PenBay Solu-
tions provides geographic information 
to help clients economize space, cut 
costs, comply with building codes, and 
make better decisions across the board. 
While GIS is an emerging technology, 
PenBay has been a forerunner in pro-
viding businesses with this vital asset 
and has distinguished themselves 
among clients in a breadth of indus-
tries including: education, health care, 
government, and more. 

Among their many achievements, 
PenBay has undertaken several com-
plex and fascinating projects of note. 
In 2006, PenBay assisted the Fire De-
partment of New York, FDNY, in com-
plying with a New York City law that 
required the FDNY to review certain 
buildings and evaluate compliance 
with new building codes and evacu-
ation procedures. PenBay played an in-
strumental role in helping the Depart-
ment achieve this goal by automating 
over 16,000 floor plans for simple re-
trieval and evaluation. With PenBay’s 
support, the FDNY was able to meet its 
goals and concentrate on its main mis-
sion: protecting and saving New York 
City residents’ lives. 

In addition to working with the 
FDNY, PenBay has been awarded many 
other government contracts. In late 
2008, PenBay assisted the 6th Civil En-
gineering Squadron of MacDill Air 
Force Base, 6CES, with a maintenance 
contract of 130 government buildings. 
In this instance, 6CES lacked the sig-
nificant in-building data necessary to 
make informed decisions about the 
space and floor materials within each 
building. With minimal disruption to 

facility operations and within a re-
markable turnaround time of 9 days, 
PenBay Solutions was able to complete 
Phase 1 of the project and provide the 
necessary geospatial data for over 1.7 
million square feet of building space. 

As a result of the company’s valuable 
work, Stuart Rich, PenBay’s Chief 
Technology Officer, was honored by the 
Technology Association of Maine with 
their 2011 CxO of the Year Award in 
recognition of his innovation in the ge-
ographic information systems indus-
try. Mr. Rich was also inducted into 
the University of Maine’s Francis 
Crowe Society in 2010. This tremendous 
honor is bestowed upon University of 
Maine engineering graduates who have 
made substantial contributions to the 
engineering profession. 

I applaud PenBay Solutions for being 
a hallmark example of an innovative 
American small business. Their incred-
ible contributions to geospatial tech-
nology truly demonstrate the entrepre-
neurial spirit and remarkable talent 
found in my home State of Maine. I am 
proud to extend my congratulations to 
everyone at PenBay Solutions, and 
offer my best wishes for their contin-
ued success.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:26 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1433. An act to protect private prop-
erty rights. 

H.R. 2117. An act to prohibit the Depart-
ment of Education from overreaching into 
academic affairs and program eligibility 
under title IV of the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 287a of title 2, 
United States Code, the Speaker ap-
points Thomas J. Wickham, Jr., as 
Parliamentarian of the House of Rep-
resentatives to succeed John V. Sul-
livan, resigned. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 12:43 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
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