S1142

power over an individual’s personal
healthcare decisions to that individ-
ual’s employer or his insurance com-
pany.

This body took a bold and historic
step by enacting healthcare reform in
2010. We accomplished something that
had eluded the country and the Con-
gress for decades. The law recognizes
that women have specific medical
needs and that gaps have historically
existed in preventive care for women.
And it correctly called for specific
steps to address that. We should not
now support policies that would not
only walk these advances back, but
take giant leaps backwards in access to
healthcare services for everyone. I urge
our colleagues to vote against this
amendment.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
proud to join Senator KOHL and have
long supported the No 0Oil Producing
and Exporting Cartels Act, NOPEC. We
were able to pass this NOPEC bill as a
response to the OPEC oil cartel by a
vote of 70 to 23 a few years ago. The
Senate should pass it again. This time,
the House should also adopt this sen-
sible application of our antitrust laws
to those who fix prices and manipulate
the oil market to the detriment of
American consumers.

We should be doing what we can to
ensure that oil prices are not artifi-
cially inflated. That affects gas prices
at the pump. This NOPEC amendment
will hold accountable the collusive be-
havior that artificially reduces supply
and increases the price of fuel. The rise
and fall of oil and gas prices has a di-
rect impact on American consumers
and our economy. We should increase
accountability and take away the prof-
its of those who manipulate prices and
supply to their benefit and unfairly
prey upon consumers.

On Monday, the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration reported that
prices for regular gas rose 13 cents per
gallon last week to a nationwide aver-
age of $3.78. Gasoline pump prices are
up 34 cents a gallon over last year. The
Senate Judiciary Committee held a
hearing on the skyrocketing price of
oil in May 2008, but these recent in-
creases in price have led to renewed
calls for investigation into their
causes. We already know one signifi-
cant cause: anticompetitive conduct by
oil cartels.

The artificial pricing scheme en-
forced by OPEC affects all of us. Fuel
prices are on the rise and American
consumers and businesses are feeling
the pain at the pump. This week
Vermonters are paying $ 3.79 for a gal-
lon of regular gasoline; last week,
Vermonters were paying $3.70—a price
jump of 9 cents in just 1 week. In 2011,
the price for certain fuels rose by as
much as one-third from 2010, according
to the Vermont Department of Public
Service. These prices affect everyone.
These high fuel prices hit Vermonters
especially hard in even the most mild
of winters.

In rural States such as Vermont, the
cost of simply getting to work or to
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the grocery store because of high gas
prices can further hurt already
strapped household incomes. Vermont
farmers shoulder the burden of surging
fuel prices year-round, regardless of
the season. Higher fuel prices can add
thousands of dollars in yearly costs to
a 100-head dairy operation in the
Northeast.

As we head into the summer months,
when gas prices typically increase,
soaring prices at the pump can affect
the tourism industry, an economic
driver in vacation destinations such as
Vermont. As our summer months ap-
proach, many families in and around
Vermont are going to find that OPEC
has put an expensive crimp in their
plans. Some are likely to stay home,
others will pay more to drive or to fly
so that they can visit their families or
take their well-deserved vacations.

American consumers should not be
held as economic hostages to the whim
of those who collude unfairly for their
gain. We should not permit anyone to
manipulate o0il prices in an anti-
competitive manner. The collusive be-
havior of certain oil producing nations
has artificially and drastically reduced
the supply and inflated the price of
fuel. Put simply, the behavior of these
oil cartels, which would be illegal
under antitrust laws, harms American
consumers and businesses and our re-
covering economy.

Authorizing action against illegal oil
price fixing and taking that action
without delay is one thing we can do
without additional obstruction or
delay. Our amendment would allow the
Justice Department to crack down on
illegal price manipulation by oil car-
tels. This bill will allow the Federal
Government to take legal action
against any foreign state, including
members of OPEC, for price fixing and
artificially limiting the amount of
available oil. While OPEC actions re-
main sheltered from antitrust enforce-
ment, the ability of the governments
involved to wreak havoc on the Amer-
ican economy remains unchecked.

Our antitrust laws have been called
the ‘“Magna Carta of free enterprise.”
If OPEC were simply a foreign business
engaged in this type of behavior, it
would already be subject to them. It is
wrong to let OPEC producers off the
hook just because their anticompeti-
tive practices come with the seal of ap-
proval of national governments.

In the past, our NOPEC legislation
has had bipartisan support. A few years
ago it passed overwhelmingly. By pass-
ing this legislation, we can say no to
OPEC.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MERKLEY.) The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

February 29, 2012

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators allowed to speak therein for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO MS. PAULINE WHITE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise to pay tribute to a woman who has
answered a call to service, and given so
freely of herself over the course of her
fruitful lifetime. Ms. Pauline White of
Cumberland, KY, has not ceased giving
to her fellow man, even though she is
entering her 80s. Contrary to what one
may think, Ms. White has not let her
age stop her from participating in the
missionary work that is so dear to her
heart.

Ms. White, who was working as a
missionary in Sebring, FL, at the Asso-
ciation for Retarded Citizens in 2002,
felt that she was called by God to come
and bring aid to eastern Kentucky. She
put up a ‘“For Sale’” sign in her yard,
and called a few of her lady friends to
come over and help her begin to pack
her belongings. Just a few hours later a
couple knocked on the door, asked
about the price of the house, and ended
up buying the house in cash later that
day. Ms. White did not worry about
selling her house for long, which she
believed was just another sure sign
from God that her journey to Kentucky
was part of His plans.

Ms. White is now the director of
Shepherd’s Pantry, an outreach pro-
gram in Cumberland, KY, that provides
food for 500 to 900 low-income families
on the second Wednesday of each
month. Families that participate in
the program are assigned appointments
to come to the pantry and receive what
Ms. White and her volunteers have
worked so hard to prepare for them. At
the pantry, the families are given food,
personal hygiene items, and treats for
their children. But according to Ms.
White, the most important thing the
families receive from Shepherd’s Pan-
try is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
volunteers at the pantry drop gospel
tracts in each of the bags that the fam-
ilies receive, and then they wait for the
Lord to move. The staff is always
available to provide those in need with
spiritual counseling.

Along with their aid of food to fami-
lies in need, Shepherd’s Pantry also
distributes government commodities to
low-income families, supplies breakfast
for schoolchildren, and provides snacks
to mission groups throughout the area.

Shepherd’s Pantry has attracted vol-
unteers from as far as Florida, and as
close as London, KY. The volunteers
come to witness God’s work in the
community. And according to Ms.
White, they have yet to be dis-
appointed. She says that God performs
miracles week after week.

Ms. White recalls one instance when
the computer wiped out all of the
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names of the Pantry’s clients and ad-
dresses. The staff tried just about ev-
erything to get the computer to turn
back on, but nothing seemed to help.
After much praying, the computer mi-
raculously booted up and printed all
500 names, addresses, and emails. Upon
hearing about the phenomenon, the
mail station company said ‘“‘No way!”’
Ms. White responded with, “Yes, God’s
way!”’

Ms. White has no intentions of end-
ing her mission work anytime soon.
She has handpicked a Bible verse in
Psalms Chapter 91, Verse 11, which is
very dear to her heart: “For he will
command his angels concerning you to
guard you in all your ways.” In
Sebring, FL, in 2002, Ms. White heard a
preacher speak of a lady who was still
serving the Lord at 86 years old. She
thought to herself, ‘I still have 14
years to go!”’” Ms. White offers this ad-
vice to other ‘‘old folks’: ‘“When he
calls, I think you need to consider his
call and not your age.”’

The service and good works of Ms.
Pauline White and Shepherd’s Pantry
have contributed mightily to the town
of Cumberland, the surrounding region,
and the entire Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. Ms. White is providing nourish-
ment not just for her neighbors’ bel-
lies, but also for their spirits. Mr.
President, at this time I would like to
ask my colleagues in the U.S. Senate
to join me in commemorating the
great service of Ms. Pauline White.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

RECOGNIZING RARE DISEASE DAY

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President,
since 2009 the last day of February has
been observed as Rare Disease Day.
Each rare disease affects a small pa-
tient population—Iless than 200,000 peo-
ple—but there are more than 7,000 rare
diseases that, combined, affect 30 mil-
lion Americans. Sadly, children with
rare genetic diseases account for more
than half of the rare disease popu-
lation.

Patients with rare diseases—such as
Duchenne muscular dystrophy, Tay-
Sachs, epidermolysis bullosa, sickle
cell anemia, cystic fibrosis, and many
childhood cancers—face unique chal-
lenges. Too many of these conditions
lack effective treatments and cures,
and too often people with rare diseases
experience challenges in obtaining an
accurate diagnosis. In addition, there
is often difficulty finding physicians or
treatment centers with the necessary
expertise in rare diseases or disorders.

Great strides have been made in re-
search and treatment as the result of
the Orphan Drug Act, but more must
be done to prevent, identify, combat,
and treat rare diseases. By designating
February 29, 2012, as Rare Disease Day,
I hope we create greater awareness of
these conditions, encourage accurate
and early diagnosis of rare diseases and
disorders, and help demonstrate and
support a national and global commit-
ment to improve treatment options for
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individuals with rare diseases and dis-
orders.

—————

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 382.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 382) designating
March 2, 2012, as ‘‘Read Across America
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the matter be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 382

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for
quality education and professional success,
and is a source of pleasure throughout life;

Whereas the people of the United States
must be able to read if the United States is
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy;

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and on providing
additional resources for reading assistance,
including through the programs authorized
by the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and
through annual appropriations for library
and literacy programs; and

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel (also
known as Dr. Seuss), as a day to celebrate
reading: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2, 2012, as
Across America Day’’;

(2) honors Theodor Geisel, also known as
Dr. Seuss, for his success in encouraging
children to discover the joy of reading;

(3) honors the 15th anniversary of ‘‘Read
Across America Day’’;

(4) encourages parents to read with their
children for at least 30 minutes on ‘‘Read
Across America Day’ in honor of the com-
mitment of the Senate to building a country
of readers; and

(b) encourages the people of the United
States to observe ‘‘Read Across America
Day” with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities.

382) was

“Read

————

RARE DISEASE DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 383.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.
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The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 383) designating Feb-
ruary 29, 2012, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 383

Whereas rare diseases and disorders are
those diseases and disorders that affect a
small patient population, which in the
United States is typically a population of
fewer than 200,000 people;

Whereas, as of the date of approval of this
resolution, nearly 7,000 rare diseases affect
30,000,000 people and their families in the
United States;

Whereas children with rare genetic dis-
eases account for more than half of the popu-
lation affected by rare diseases in the United
States;

Whereas many rare diseases are life-
threatening and lack an effective treatment;

Whereas rare diseases and disorders in-
clude epidermolysis bullosa, progeria, sickle
cell anemia, Tay-Sachs disease, cystic fibro-
sis, many childhood cancers, and
fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva;

Whereas people with a rare disease experi-
ence challenges that include difficulty in ob-
taining an accurate diagnosis, limited treat-
ment options, and difficulty finding a physi-
cian or treatment center with expertise in
the disease;

Whereas great strides have been made in
research and treatment for rare diseases as a
result of the Orphan Drug Act (21 U.S.C.
360aa et seq.);

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health
have established special offices to advocate
for rare disease research and treatments;

Whereas the National Organization for
Rare Disorders, an organization established
in 1983 to provide services to, and advocate
on behalf of, patients with rare diseases, was
a primary force behind the enactment of the
Orphan Drug Act and remains a critical pub-
lic voice for people with rare diseases;

Whereas the National Organization for
Rare Disorders sponsors Rare Disease Day in
the United States to increase public aware-
ness of rare diseases;

Whereas Rare Disease Day has become a
global event that occurs annually on the last
day of February;

Whereas Rare Disease Day was observed in
the United States for the first time on Feb-
ruary 28, 2009; and

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to
be observed globally in years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease
patients around the world: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 29, 2012, as ‘‘Rare
Disease Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of improving
awareness and encouraging accurate and
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and

383) was
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