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reason would reject; at other times, it makes 
the animosity of the nation subservient to 
projects of hostility instigated by pride, am-
bition and other sinister and pernicious mo-
tives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps 
the liberty, of nations has been the victim. 

So likewise, a passionate attachment of 
one nation for another produces a variety of 
evils. Sympathy for the favorite nation, fa-
cilitating the illusion of an imaginary com-
mon interest in cases where no real common 
interest exists and infusing into one the en-
mities of the other, betrays the former into 
a participation in the quarrels and wars of 
the latter, without adequate inducement or 
justification. It leads also to concessions to 
the favorite nation of privileges denied to 
others, which is apt doubly to injure the na-
tion making the concessions, by unneces-
sarily parting with what ought to have been 
retained and by exciting jealousy, ill will, 
and a disposition to retaliate in the parties 
from whom equal privileges are withheld. 
And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or de-
luded citizens (who devote themselves to the 
favorite nation) facility to betray or sac-
rifice the interests of their own country 
without odium, sometimes even with popu-
larity, gilding with the appearances of a vir-
tuous sense of obligation, a commendable 
deference for public opinion, or a laudable 
zeal for public good, the base or foolish com-
pliances of ambition, corruption, or infatu-
ation. 

As avenues to foreign influence in innu-
merable ways, such attachments are particu-
larly alarming to the truly enlightened and 
independent patriot. How many opportuni-
ties do they afford to tamper with domestic 
factions, to practice the arts of seduction, to 
mislead public opinion, to influence or awe 
the public councils! Such an attachment of a 
small or weak towards a great and powerful 
nation dooms the former to be the satellite 
of the latter. 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influ-
ence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow citi-
zens) the jealousy of a free people ought to 
be constantly awake, since history and expe-
rience prove that foreign influence is one of 
the most baneful foes of republican govern-
ment. But that jealousy to be useful must be 
impartial; else it becomes the instrument of 
the very influence to be avoided, instead of a 
defense against it. Excessive partiality for 
one foreign nation and excessive dislike of 
another cause those whom they actuate to 
see danger only on one side, and serve to veil 
and even second the arts of influence on the 
other. Real patriots, who may resist the in-
trigues of the favorite, are liable to become 
suspected and odious, while its tools and 
dupes usurp the applause and confidence of 
the people to surrender their interests. 

The great rule of conduct for us in regard 
to foreign nations is, in extending our com-
mercial relations, to have with them as little 
political connection as possible. So far as we 
have already formed engagements, let them 
be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let 
us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, 
which to us have none or a very remote rela-
tion. Hence she must be engaged in frequent 
controversies, the causes of which are essen-
tially foreign to our concerns. Hence there-
fore it must be unwise in us to implicate our-
selves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary vi-
cissitudes of her politics or the ordinary 
combinations and collisions of her friend-
ships or enmities. 

Our detached and distant situation invites 
and enables us to pursue a different course. 
If we remain one people under an efficient 
government, the period is not far off when 
we may defy material injury from external 
annoyance; when we may take such an atti-
tude as will cause the neutrality we may at 

any time resolve upon to be scrupulously re-
spected; when belligerent nations, under the 
impossibility of making acquisitions upon 
us, will not lightly hazard the giving us 
provocation; when we may choose peace or 
war, as our interest guided by justice shall 
counsel. 

Why forgo the advantages of so peculiar a 
situation? Why quit our own to stand upon 
foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our 
destiny with that of any part of Europe, en-
tangle our peace and prosperity in the toils 
of European ambition, rival-ship, interest, 
humor, or caprice? 

It is our true policy to steer clear of per-
manent alliances with any portion of the for-
eign world—so far, I mean, as we are now at 
liberty to do it, for let me not be understood 
as capable of patronizing infidelity to exist-
ing engagements (I hold the maxim no less 
applicable to public than to private affairs, 
that honesty is always the best policy)—I re-
peat it therefore, let those engagements be 
observed in their genuine sense. But in my 
opinion it is unnecessary and would be un-
wise to extend them. 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by 
suitable establishments, on a respectably de-
fensive posture, we may safely trust to tem-
porary alliances for extraordinary emer-
gencies. 

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all na-
tions, are recommended by policy, humanity, 
and interest. But even our commercial policy 
should hold an equal and impartial hand: 
neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors 
or preferences; consulting the natural course 
of things; diffusing and diversifying by 
gentle means the streams of commerce but 
forcing nothing; establishing with powers so 
disposed—in order to give to trade a stable 
course, to define the rights of our merchants, 
and to enable the government to support 
them—conventional rules of intercourse, the 
best that present circumstances and mutual 
opinion will permit, but temporary, and lia-
ble to be from time to time abandoned or 
varied, as experience and circumstances 
shall dictate; constantly keeping in view, 
that it is folly in one nation to look for dis-
interested favors from another—that it must 
pay with a portion of its independence for 
whatever it may accept under that char-
acter—that by such acceptance it may place 
itself in the condition of having given 
equivalents for nominal favors and yet of 
being reproached with ingratitude for not 
giving more. There can be no greater error 
than to expect or calculate upon real favors 
from nation to nation. It is an illusion which 
experience must cure, which a just pride 
ought to discard. 

In offering to you, my countrymen, these 
counsels of an old and affectionate friend, I 
dare not hope they will make the strong and 
lasting impression I could wish—that they 
will control the usual current of the passions 
or prevent our nation from running the 
course which has hitherto marked the des-
tiny of nations. But if I may even flatter my-
self that they may be productive of some 
partial benefit, some occasional good, that 
they may now and then recur to moderate 
the fury of party spirit, to warn against the 
mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard 
against the impostures of pretended patriot-
ism—this hope will be a full recompense for 
the solicitude for your welfare by which they 
have been dictated. 

How far in the discharge of my official du-
ties I have been guided by the principles 
which have been delineated, the public 
records and other evidences of my conduct 
must witness to you and to the world. To 
myself, the assurance of my own conscience 
is that I have at least believed myself to be 
guided by them. 

In relation to the still subsisting war in 
Europe, my proclamation of the 22d of April 

1793 is the index to my plan. Sanctioned by 
your approving voice and by that of your 
representatives in both houses of Congress, 
the spirit of that measure has continually 
governed me, uninfluenced by any attempts 
to deter or divert me from it. 

After deliberate examination with the aid 
of the best lights I could obtain, I was well 
satisfied that our country, under all the cir-
cumstances of the case, had a right to take— 
and was bound in duty and interest to take— 
a neutral position. Having taken it, I deter-
mined, as far as should depend upon me, to 
maintain it with moderation, perseverence, 
and firmness. 

The considerations which respect the right 
to hold this conduct it is not necessary on 
this occasion to detail. I will only observe 
that, according to my understanding of the 
matter, that right, so far from being denied 
by any of the belligerent powers, has been 
virtually admitted by all. 

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may 
be inferred, without anything more, from the 
obligation which justice and humanity im-
pose on every nation, in cases in which it is 
free to act, to maintain inviolate the rela-
tions of peace and amity towards other na-
tions. 

The inducements of interest for observing 
that conduct will best be referred to your 
own reflections and experience. With me, a 
predominant motive has been to endeavor to 
gain time to our country to settle and ma-
ture its yet recent institutions and to 
progress without interruption to that degree 
of strength and consistency which is nec-
essary to give it, humanly speaking, the 
command of its own fortunes. 

Though in reviewing the incidents of my 
administration I am unconscious of inten-
tional error, I am nevertheless too sensible 
of my defects not to think it probable that I 
may have committed many errors. Whatever 
they may be, I fervently beseech the Al-
mighty to avert or mitigate the evils to 
which they may tend. I shall also carry with 
me the hope that my country will never 
cease to view them with indulgence and that, 
after forty-five years of my life dedicated to 
its service with an upright zeal, the faults of 
incompetent abilities will be consigned to 
oblivion, as myself must soon be to the man-
sions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in other 
things, and actuated by that fervent love to-
wards it which is so natural to a man who 
views in it the native soil of himself and his 
progenitors for several generations, I antici-
pate with pleasing expectation that retreat, 
in which I promise myself to realize without 
alloy the sweet enjoyment of partaking in 
the midst of my fellow citizens the benign 
influence of good laws under a free govern-
ment—the ever favorite object of my heart, 
and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mu-
tual cares, labors and dangers. 

GEO. WASHINGTON, 
United States, 

19th September 1796. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
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Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 4:30 p.m. with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

f 

ENERGY PRICES 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

rise today to speak about what people 
all across the country are talking 
about; that is, the high price of energy, 
what people are paying at the pump. I 
just returned from a week in Alaska. It 
is fair to say that in a State such as 
ours, that is as rich as we are with en-
ergy wealth, we are being killed by en-
ergy prices. 

So I wanted to comment on some of 
the statements the President made 
over the weekend and Friday when he 
spoke to the country about energy. I 
have to tell you, I was pleased to hear 
the President say he is joining us in an 
‘‘all-of-the-above approach’’ to energy. 
I think that is good news. It is cer-
tainly something I have been saying 
ever since I arrived in the Senate. 

It is about domestic production, it is 
about efficiencies and conservation, 
and it is about renewables. So that is 
good. We heard the President say we 
need to be doing more with oil and gas. 
You are not going to find any disagree-
ment with me. Wind and solar, nuclear, 
biofuels, efficiency, this is all good, but 
the problem we are seeing is the words 
coming from President Obama are not 
matching his actions when it comes to 
what we can be doing with our own do-
mestic production. 

I will speak specifically to oil and 
gas. The actions coming out of the ad-
ministration, whether through this 
budget or through some of the other 
proposals pushing for higher taxes, 
higher royalties on the industry, when 
we think about what goes on with the 
oil and gas leases in the gulf, we have 
certainly seen the impact flow down 
there. 

In Alaska, we have been pushing, 
pushing aggressively for 4 years now to 
get the OCS leases advanced through 
exploration with Shell, not only 4 
years in the process but billions of dol-
lars into a process. We are getting clos-
er, but we are not there yet. With the 
National Petroleum Reserve Alaska, an 
area that has been designated by the 
Congress to explore for production ac-
tivity, it took almost 2 years to get a 
bridge across the CD 5, an area where 
we have an opportunity to continue 
our exploration—but 2 years to get a 
simple permit for a bridge. 

We all know ANWR has been locked 
up for decades now. There is incredibly 
wealthy potential there. Look at the 
decision on the Keystone XL Pipeline 
coming out of this administration. 
When it comes to other areas that are 
supposedly in ‘‘all of the above,’’ nu-
clear—as much as we might have hoped 
that this was enjoying a renaissance, 
we have seen the decision on the shut-
down of Yucca Mountain from this ad-
ministration, the issues as they relate 
to access to uranium in certain parts of 
the country. 

The rhetoric is not necessarily 
matching what we are seeing coming 
out of the administration. This is what 
is so disturbing to a person like me 
who comes from an area where we have 
so much to give, so much to offer. 

The President, in his words, said, 
‘‘There are no quick fixes to this prob-
lem.’’ I agree. I absolutely agree. That 
is why instead of focusing on what 
could be perceived as a quick fix, such 
as releasing oil from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve, we need to be focus-
ing on the long-term solution. I keep 
going back to 1995 when the House and 
the Senate passed ANWR. It was vetoed 
by the President shortly thereafter. 

Prices at the pump back then were 
$1.07 at the pump. The average price 
today is $3.65. Think about where we 
would be if that action had not been 
vetoed; if the Alaska pipeline, which is 
now less than half filled, were at full 
capacity with oil coming out of ANWR. 

Just yesterday a colleague of ours 
from New York sent a letter to Sec-
retary Clinton asking her to pressure 
Saudi Arabia to pump more oil. In his 
letter to the Secretary, he said, 

I urge the State Department to work with 
the Government of Saudi Arabia to increase 
its oil production, as they are currently pro-
ducing well under their capacity. 

Well, our pipeline is certainly well 
under capacity at 600,000 barrels a day. 
When we were pushing it through at 
full tilt, we were over 2 million barrels 
a day. That is exactly what the Sen-
ator from New York has asked Saudi 
Arabia to do. We could be doing it from 
Alaska. We could be doing it from this 
country with our people gaining access 
to our resources, and we are not doing 
that. 

The President said the Republican 
plan is just to drill, drill, drill. He said: 
We hear this every year. Well, why do 
we hear this every year? We hear it be-
cause it is part of the solution. It is not 
the whole solution, but it is part of the 
solution, in addition to conservation, 
efficiency, renewables, and other areas 
of our domestic production. But drill-
ing is part of the solution. It should 
not just be part of the rhetoric. 

The President said, and I would 
agree: 

The American people are not stupid on 
this. They know that we are not just going 
to be able to snap our fingers and have oil 
coming out of ANWR or having oil coming 
out of the OCS in the Chukchi or the Beau-
fort. 

They know it takes a while. They 
know in some cases it might take dec-
ades to come. So why would we not 
start now? If we had started in 1995, 
think about where we would have been. 

He said, ‘‘There are no short-term sil-
ver bullets.’’ Once again, I agree. But 
there is a long silver bullet in Alaska, 
and that is our Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
that has been moving oil for 30 years 
now for this country. That silver bullet 
could be filled, and it would be helping 
this country just as we are asking for 
help from Saudi Arabia. 

The statement that I think most 
upset me this weekend was the state-

ment that the President made when he 
said: Some politicians see this—being 
higher oil prices—as a political oppor-
tunity. He repeated a quote that ‘‘Re-
publicans are licking their chops,’’ and 
stated, ‘‘Only in politics do people root 
for bad news.’’ 

Well, the people of my State are not 
rooting for bad news when it comes to 
higher energy prices. I will tell you, I 
am a little offended by the President’s 
statement. I would invite him to come 
to Alaska, spend a week with me, go to 
where I was last Saturday in Fairbanks 
where people are paying $4.29 for their 
home heating oil. My sister pays over 
$1,000 a month for home heating fuel to 
fill her tanks. She lives within 20 min-
utes of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. You 
can see it. You can drive by it, this line 
that is half full, and it is not, again, 
because we are running out of re-
sources. It is because we have been 
locked out of ANWR, we have been de-
layed on NPRA, and we are still wait-
ing on OCS. There are certainly plenty 
of leases out there. But it is getting 
the permits out of this administration 
that has been holding us back from 
doing more, from doing more to help 
the people of Alaska and to help the 
people of this country. 

Last month I was out in Bethel in 
southwest Alaska. There was a native 
elder who came to a little gathering we 
had. He is from Eek, AK. He was telling 
me that he pays $7.46 for home heating 
fuel in the village of Eek. That is how 
they stay warm. When I was there in 
January, the average temperature for 
that month was about 20 degrees below 
zero. He said he has to buy his fuel 10 
gallons at a time because that is all he 
can afford. Then when he does not have 
any more money, he goes out looking 
for fire wood for he and his wife. This 
gentleman, as I said, is an elder, prob-
ably 70 years old. But that is how he is 
living. High energy prices for him are 
not an opportunity. 

Go up to Nome. All eyes of the Na-
tion were on Nome several weeks back 
when the Coast Guard cutter was es-
corting the Russian fuel tanker, the 
Renda, to get to Nome to provide fuel 
for the community of Nome and the 
surrounding villages because the win-
ter ice had come in and the winter 
barge had not been able to make it in 
with the fuel. 

When I was in Nome that afternoon, 
the price for gas at the pump was $5.43; 
the price for diesel was $5.99. 

But it was projected that if they 
weren’t able to fill their tanks, they 
would see the prices go up to over $9 a 
gallon. Think of what that does to your 
ability to live. Thankfully, the Coast 
Guard and the fine men and women 
there were able to see that the commu-
nity and the villages were taken care 
of. 

I was in Yakutat on Wednesday, a 
small community that is not accessible 
by road, as most of our communities 
aren’t. There in Yakutat, they are pay-
ing 54 cents a kilowatt hour for energy. 
Most of their power is diesel-generated 
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