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Messrs. BARLETTA and JONES 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
Senate amendment was concurred in. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, on February 

27, 2012, I missed the one rollcall vote of the 
day. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 73, on the Motion to 
Concur in the Senate Amendment to H.R. 
347—Federal Restricted Buildings and 
Grounds Improvement Act of 2011. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 73, I 
was away from the Capitol due to prior com-
mitments to my constituents. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, February 27, 2012 I had a previously 
scheduled meeting with constituents in Ur-
bana, Illinois. As a result, I am unable to at-
tend votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on the Senate Amendments to 
H.R. 347, the Federal Restricted Buildings and 
Grounds Improvement Act of 2011. 

f 

REMEMBERING FORMER U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE KATIE HALL 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to ask for a moment of 
silence. We just lost a former Member 
of Congress, Katie Hall, from Gary, In-
diana. After that, Mr. Speaker, if you 
would be so kind, we would like to have 
a moment or two to make some com-
ments about Ms. Hall. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PALAZZO). The gentleman from Indiana 
will please suspend. The House will be 
in order. 

The gentleman from Indiana is recog-
nized. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Let me just start off real quickly, be-
fore I yield to my colleague from Gary, 
Indiana, and say that Katie Hall, who 
was a Member of this body, died just 
this last few days from an unknown ill-
ness. She was 73 years old. 

She came from very humble begin-
nings in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. She 
grew up on her grandfather’s cotton 
farm, and she was a teacher for more 
than 30 years. She was a very fine 
teacher. 

She moved, in 1962, to Gary, Indiana, 
where she became a very good friend of 
Richard Hatcher, the mayor. When a 
good friend of mine, Adam Benjamin, 
who was once a Member of this body, 
died, Mayor Hatcher appointed her as 
the nominee of the Democrat Party to 
succeed him. She also served in the In-
diana Senate. I served with her there. 

She was a very fine person. During 
her time in the Congress, she spon-
sored, along with others, but she was 
one of the key sponsors, in 1983, of a 
national holiday in remembrance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. She was credited 
for playing a very key role in getting 
that bill passed after it had stalled in 
the House for over 14 years. 

Let me just say that she was a great 
lady and a great Congresswoman, and 
she will missed. We want to extend our 
deepest sympathy to her family and 
her friends. 

With that, I will be happy to yield to 
my colleague, the senior Member from 
Gary, Indiana. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. I would express my 
appreciation to the dean of our delega-
tion, Mr. BURTON, for asking for a mo-
ment of silence and the Speaker’s in-
dulgence. 

Mr. BURTON rightfully pointed out 
Mrs. Hall’s ascendancy into the Con-
gress and the sponsorship of the legis-
lation that led to Dr. King’s birthday 
being declared a national holiday. But 
I would also point out to my colleagues 
that Mrs. Hall also served in the Indi-
ana House as well as the Indiana Sen-
ate, and following her service in the 
United States Congress also served as 
clerk for the City of Gary for 15 years, 
from 1988 to 2003. 

She does leave a granddaughter, two 
daughters, and a husband. My sym-
pathies, and all of ours, go out to the 
family, as well. 

I also think that Mrs. Hall probably 
would want to be most remembered for 
her role as an educator who taught 
young people in the Gary public school 
system. She certainly always served 
her family, she always served those she 
taught and represented, and she cer-
tainly has served her country. 

Again, our sympathies go to the fam-
ily, and I deeply appreciate the respect 
shown by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with deep sadness and 
great respect that I take this time to remember 
one of northwest Indiana’s most valued citi-
zens and my predecessor, former Congress-
woman, Katie Beatrice Hall. Throughout her 
prestigious career, Katie’s contributions to the 
people of northwest Indiana and across the 
Nation are exemplary, and she is worthy of 
the highest praise. Mrs. Hall passed away on 
Monday, February 20, 2012, but her legacy 
will live on forever in the hearts and minds of 
those she served. 

Congresswoman Hall grew up in Mound 
Bayou, Mississippi, during the pre-civil rights 
era. Segregation laws were strict in the South 
during that time, and she learned early in life 
how to succeed despite great opposition. In 
1960, Katie earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Mississippi Valley State University. Later, she 
moved to Indiana and continued her edu-
cation, earning a master’s degree from Indiana 
University, Bloomington, in 1968. 

The Congresswoman’s involvement in poli-
tics began when she campaigned for former 
Mayor of Gary Richard Hatcher. Her work on 
the campaign further fueled her desire to 
serve others and inspired her to run for elect-
ed office. Prior to becoming a Member of Con-
gress, she served in the Indiana House of 
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Representatives from 1974 to 1976 and was 
then elected to the Indiana Senate, serving 
from 1976 to 1982. As a member of the Indi-
ana General Assembly, Mrs. Hall was influen-
tial in establishing the Genesis Center, Hud-
son-Campbell Fitness Center, and the Adam 
Benjamin Metro Center, in Gary. Katie also 
served as the Chair for the Lake County 
Democratic Committee from 1978 to 1980 and 
for the Indiana Democratic Convention in 
1980. In 1982, following the untimely passing 
of United States Congressman Adam Ben-
jamin, Jr., Katie won the special election to 
complete his term in office and to represent 
the First Congressional District of Indiana in 
the 98th Congress, becoming the first African 
American from Indiana elected to serve in the 
United States House of Representatives. 
While in office, Katie served as chairwoman of 
the Post Office and Civil Services Sub-
committee on Census and Population. During 
her time in Congress, Representative Hall 
made a truly historic contribution through her 
sponsorship of the bill that made Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday a national 
holiday. This bill had been stalled in the 
House for fourteen years, and through her 
passion and persistence, Katie was successful 
in establishing this recognition of Dr. King. 
Mrs. Hall was a trailblazer for the Civil Rights 
Movement and a devoted public servant to her 
community, state, and Nation. In the years fol-
lowing her term, Katie continued her life of 
public service as city clerk for Gary, Indiana 
from 1988 to 2003. 

Katie Hall leaves behind a loving family. 
She is survived by her cherished husband, 
John Henry Hall, as well as her adoring 
daughters, Jacqueline and Junifer, and her be-
loved granddaughter, Kristina. She also leaves 
behind many other dear friends and family 
members, as well as a saddened community 
and a grateful nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
remembering the Honorable Katie Hall for her 
tremendous contributions to the people of her 
community, the State of Indiana, and the 
United States of America. Her life of public 
service is to be admired. Her legacy will serve 
as an inspiration to us all. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I thank the 
gentleman for his remarks, and I would 
be very happy to yield to my colleague 
from Indianapolis. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to take a moment to 
join my colleagues to honor the life of 
former Congresswoman Katie Hall who 
passed last week at the age of 73. I met 
her as a young man. In fact, I had a 
chance to spend some time with her in 
the early eighties in San Francisco 
during the Democratic National Con-
vention. 

b 1900 

But she quickly made a name for her-
self, to my colleague’s point, not only 
as a strong advocate and leader in the 
State of Indiana, but as an educator. 
She knew that America’s children were 
suffering, and she supported alter-
native education, Mr. Speaker. She un-
derstood that children had different 
needs, and she made sure that she was 
an advocate of different educational 
models to meet those needs. 

So my deepest sympathies go out to 
her family and friends who are mourn-
ing her passing. And we know that In-
diana politics will not be the same. 

I thank my colleague for acknowl-
edging me. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, Katie Hall will be missed. And once 
again, our sympathy goes out to her 
family and all of her loved ones. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT T.J. 
CONRAD 

(Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, on Thursday, February 23, 
Virginia and our Nation lost a true 
hero. Sergeant T.J. Conrad was killed 
in action in the Nangarhar Province of 
Afghanistan in the rioting there. 

Sergeant Conrad, just 22 years old, 
was a husband, a father, a son, and a 
brother. Outgoing, determined, and a 
man of true grit, Sergeant Conrad 
truly personified the Army’s old slo-
gan, ‘‘Be All You Can Be.’’ 

Born in Newport News and raised in 
Roanoke County, Sergeant Conrad 
grew up attending Masons Cove Ele-
mentary School, Northside Middle 
School, and Northside High School. In 
high school, he was an outstanding 
wrestler. In his senior year, he helped 
lead his team to the Blue Ridge Dis-
trict titles for both the regular season 
and the tournament. 

Today, I wish to extend my prayers 
and our prayers and condolences to 
Sergeant Conrad’s wife, Holly; his in-
fant son, Bentley; his parents, his rel-
atives, and his friends. His father has 
stated that he will always be remem-
bered for his great sense of humor, his 
infectious smile, his kind heart, and 
his desire to brighten anyone’s day. 

On behalf of a grateful Nation, we 
grieve the loss of our warrior brother, 
but we honor Sergeant Conrad for his 
courage, his sacrifice, and his selfless 
commitment to duty, honor, and coun-
try. He gave his all in service for the 
sake of our safety, our freedom, and 
our liberty. 

f 

MINNETONKA 2A GIRLS HOCKEY 
TITLE 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Minnetonka 
girls high school hockey team on win-
ning their second consecutive Min-
nesota 2A State title this weekend at 
the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul. 

Mr. Speaker, after winning last 
year’s championship in a nail-biting 
game, the Minnetonka Skippers this 
year defeated the Roseville Raiders 3–0. 
The first goal came early in the first 
period by defender Holly Korn, who 
scored on a power play. After that, for-
ward Diana Drayaard followed up with 

a second goal late in the third period. 
And then finally, there was a third goal 
by junior Laura Bowman, who scored 
the final goal. Of course this victory 
could not have happened were it not for 
the outstanding goaltending of goalie 
Sydney Rossman, who blocked 23 shots 
in the shutout. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to congratu-
late all the girls on the Minnetonka 
Skippers hockey team, as well as their 
coaches. I also want to thank them and 
recognize their hard work, their train-
ing, their perseverance, and their com-
mitment because it really paid off. 
We’re proud of these student athletes, 
and so is our entire community. 

f 

GET OUR TROOPS OUT OF 
AFGHANISTAN 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I serve on the Homeland Se-
curity Committee and have the privi-
lege of serving on the committee deal-
ing with foreign affairs here in the 
House. 

I rise today to, as usual, offer our 
deepest sympathy for all of our soldiers 
that have fallen in battle. But I am 
particularly outraged at the incidents 
that are occurring around the unfortu-
nate burning of the Koran—for which 
our President appropriately extended 
his apology, as we would want if some-
one had burned Bibles. But it is out-
rageous for our soldiers to be in harm’s 
way, for them to lose their life. It is 
time now for the Afghan national secu-
rity forces to stand up and be security 
forces. It’s time for President Karzai to 
indicate that he will not be driven out 
by the Taliban. And it’s time for us not 
to allow the Taliban again to grip 
ahold of the Afghan people. 

This is a tragic and horrible situa-
tion. None of us would have wanted it 
to occur. But we cannot stand for our 
soldiers to be in the eye of the storm 
and be shot for something that they 
did not do, intentionally or individ-
ually. 

So I would ask that our soldiers be 
taken out of harm’s way around any 
Afghan national security forces that 
we cannot vet and ensure that they are 
intending to do the right thing. We 
need to hear from President Karzai in a 
way that denounces this horrible ac-
tion. And we must stand up to the 
Taliban and have a transition out of 
Afghanistan in which the Afghan na-
tional security forces are protecting 
their people, and they’re allowed, in es-
sence, to have a nation that protects 
women and children and families, and 
has the adherence to the law that re-
quires human decency. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS ON JOB 
CREATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. GRIFFIN) is recognized for 
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