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Let’s respect and know that our Fed-
eral employees serve us. Let’s get a
better policy to be able to help Ameri-
cans provide for the unemployment,
and yet not put the pain and burden on
Federal employees.

I oppose that and will continue to op-
pose that. But I'm glad that there are
those who will get payroll tax relief
and unemployment relief.

——————

CONGRATULATING DANIEL
QUESADA

(Mr. RIVERA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RIVERA. Mr. Speaker, I stand
before you to congratulate an out-
standing young leader in my commu-
nity, Daniel Quesada.

In December 2001, when Daniel was
only 13 months old, he was diagnosed
with cystic fibrosis, an inherited
chronic disease that affects the lungs
and digestive system of about 30,000
children and adults in the TUnited
States. Today, Daniel is a fifth grade
student at Our Lady of the Lakes
Catholic School and is an accomplished
runner who continuously finishes in
the top at district races. Daniel con-
tinues to amaze doctors every day with
how well he runs and his ability to ex-
ercise with ease.

Starting March 24, at Amelia Earhart
Park in Hialeah, Daniel will partici-
pate in a series of 5K races across south
Florida, raising awareness for his fight
against cystic fibrosis. I'm sure the
south Florida community will go out
and participate in this event and show
support for Daniel in his battle against
this disease.

Anyone interested in getting infor-

mation can log on to
www.runningwithdanny.com.
———
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THINGS MUST LOOK RIGHT TO BE
RIGHT

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak in support of
the rights of women. I do this, Mr.
Speaker, because we live in a world
where it’s not enough for things to be
right. They must also look right. And
it doesn’t look right for us to conduct
a hearing dealing with the rights of
women and not, N-O-T, and not have a
woman on the panel. We would not
dare conduct such a hearing discussing
the rights of men and not, N-O-T, not
have a man on the panel.

It is not enough for things to be
right. They must also look right. Some
may argue that was right. I will always
argue that it was not, and that it did
not look right.

We must make the adjustments so
that women can make decisions about
their rights.
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THE IRANIAN REGIME

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, in stopping
a nuclear-armed Iran, 2012 will be as
critical a year as ever, and that’s a
fact. But we here in this Chamber
speak as one. With a bipartisan, unam-
biguous voice, we can drive the con-
versation all around the world, and
that does mean something because the
United States must lead the world. It
is an abdication of our responsibility
and leadership if we leave the Iranian
threat to anyone else.

This Iranian regime is already the
leading state sponsor of terrorism in
the world. They bear responsibility for
killing American soldiers in Iraq and
Afghanistan. They fuel Assad’s slaugh-
ter in Syria. They were behind the re-
cently foiled assassination plot right
here on American soil in Washington,
D.C. Now imagine what they would do
under a nuclear umbrella of their own.

This is why we, this Congress, and
this administration must anticipate
what comes next. We must clearly es-
tablish that containment has no place
at the table. Such a policy places us at
the mercy of a madman, and it would
unleash unparalleled consequences the
likes of which the world has never
seen. This is what’s at stake.

———

THE FAILED TRANSPORTATION
BILL

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
Congress adjourns for the week for the
Presidents Day Recess, I'm hopeful
that Members will go back to their dis-
tricts and talk to them about the failed
transportation bill that has mercifully
been pulled back from the floor.

My Republican colleagues decided,
for the first time in history, to put
forth a partisan transportation bill,
never had a hearing, that would have
gutted transit. It would have reversed
20 years of transportation reform. It
would have even eliminated the wildly
popular Safe Routes to School pro-
gram.

I would hope that they go back and
they talk to their contractors, their
local government officials, parents,
and the PTA to understand why those
programs are important, why that bill
is flawed, why America deserves a bet-
ter, bipartisan, visionary transpor-
tation bill to rebuild and renew Amer-
ica and put our people back to work.

————

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF
SONNY WILLIAM HRABE

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, it’s not
difficult to believe that our Florida
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colleague, CONNIE MACK, could become
a grandfather. But what is shocking is
that our youthful and beautiful Cali-
fornia colleague, MARY BONO MACK, has
become a grandmother.

Mr. Speaker, I'm happy to announce
to the House that yesterday, to MARY’S
daughter, Chianna, was born Sonny
William Hrabe, who, in fact, is the
grandson, also, of our late colleague,
Sonny Bono. And what is interesting to
note is that, while this 8-pound, 4-
ounce baby boy was born on February
16, February 16 was the date of his
grandfather’s birthday, and February
16 was the date of Sonny Bono’s father.
So Sonny William Hrabe’s great-grand-
father and grandfather share the exact
same date, February 16, the birthday
that he has.

So congratulations go to the parents,
Chianna and Mark, and, of course, to
all of our colleagues and our friends
and the Bono Mack family. And we
look forward to having a chance to
meet Sonny William sometime soon.

———

“GIT "ER DONE”’

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, let me speak
to transportation and what we’re doing
in Congress on the Republican side.
The other side of the aisle, the Demo-
crat majority, had responsibility over
transportation, and huge majorities for
4 years and control for 2 years of the
White House, the Senate, the House of
Representatives.

This week the President signed it
into law, and we got it done. As the
Cable Guy says, we’'re going to ‘‘git ’er
done.” And we’re getting her done.

But you wouldn’t know that the FAA
bill was signed into law by the Presi-
dent. He signed it in the dark. He failed
to send me even a bouquet of flowers or
candy on Valentine’s Day when he did
it. He didn’t want the American people
to know that we succeeded in getting
legislation that is responsible for 10
percent of our economy done, and we
got it done without tax increases, cut-
ting $3,700 subsidies for airline tickets.
We’re going to do the same thing with
the transportation bill because it will
put people to work and it will lower en-
ergy costs.

So, Mr. Speaker, there’s more, as
Paul Harvey said, there’s the rest of
the story, and that’s part of the story
I came to tell you and the rest of the
country and the Congress.

———

THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE
EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HURT). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 5, 2011, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, a lot of
things going on in the Middle East, a
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lot of things needing to be addressed at
this point. I have grave concerns about
the manner in which this administra-
tion is handling the things in the Mid-
dle East, maybe continuing with the
policy on international affairs of this
administration, which is, apparently,
from what we see them doing, if you’ve
been an ally to the United States, if
you have been our friend, if you have
fought with us, if you have had friends
and family that fought with us and lost
their lives, then this administration’s
message is we’re going to throw you
under the bus and we’re going to nego-
tiate and help your enemy and our
enemy.

So it almost looks like the best thing
to do for people in the United States
that want help from the Federal Gov-
ernment: move to an island, declare
war against the United States, and
then this administration will send you
all kinds of money and help, buy you
an office in Qatar, all kinds of things
we’re willing to do if you’re an enemy.

One of the latest things to be occur-
ring, this week we’re hearing reports
from Egypt, after this administration,
through an ally with whom agreements
had been signed, negotiations continue
to be ongoing with Mubarak in Egypt.
The man certainly wasn’t a Teddy bear
by any stretch of the imagination, but
he had had some success in keeping
some semblance of peace with Israel.

And yet this administration was
quick to tell Mubarak, as our ally, he
had to get out. Kind of the way that
President Carter failed to support an-
other guy that was not a nice man, but
the Shah in Iran. And the Carter ad-
ministration also welcomed the return
from exile of a man commonly called
the Ayatollah Khomeini. The Carter
administration welcomed him as a man
of peace. As a result of that, Americans
have lost lives and will continue to lose
lives. There was nothing intentional in
that fiasco by the Carter administra-
tion.
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They meant well. They intended good
for the country and the Middle East.
They just simply didn’t know what
they were doing.

Right now we’re seeing reports this
week that the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt—who certainly made clear from
their actions they’re not our friends.
They are certainly not a friend of
Israel. They’ve been making noise for
some time that they did not intend to
recognize Israel, they did not want to
keep the peace treaty with Israel. In
fact, there is an article from February
14, 2011, by Dean Reynolds from CBS
Interactive that points out that
Egypt’s influential Muslim Brother-
hood—this was supposedly before the
Arab Spring even—never supported the
Camp David Accords, and a leading sec-
ular politician, Ayman Nur, says they
should be renegotiated.

The people that this administration
has been so out front and welcoming,
sending people over there—those that
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have been able to get out and come
back that aren’t being held by this ob-
viously anti-American government
that has taken shape—are indicating,
at least those in the administration,
gee, we’'ve got to send a bunch of
money to Egypt, we’re going to try to
buy them off and buy their allegiance.
I've been saying for many years now
every term since I've been here some-
thing that should be clear to all Ameri-
cans: When it comes to all this money
that we throw at people around the
world that hate our guts, that want to
see the United States brought down,
places where they laughed when 3,000
Americans were killed on 9/11, we’re
sending them money. The thing I've
been saying ever since I got to Con-
gress is: You don’t have to pay people
to hate you. They will do it for free.

I’ve had a U.N. voting accountability
bill that I've filed in each Congress. It
got over 100 votes at one point, and
hopefully that will continue to grow.
The bill is very simple and it follows
the adage that I have been saying for
all these years: You don’t have to pay
people to hate you. They’ll do it for
free.

The bill is very simple. Any nation
that votes against the United States’
position in the U.N. more than 50 per-
cent of the time would get no money,
no assistance of any kind from the
United States. These countries are au-
tonomous, they’re independent, and
they’re free to make whatever deci-
sions they wish, but if they are going
to be anti-American and be against all
of the human rights positions that we
hold dear, whether it is for religion or
gender—as we see women’s rights being
abused so badly around the world in
countries we’re pouring in money, as
we see in areas in the world where we
have poured in hundreds of billions of
dollars, and yet they are doing all they
can to eliminate churches—some have
been successful—to persecute Chris-
tians and Jews, yet we continue to
pour in money.

Since we’ve seen the position of this
administration being anti-religious
here in recent days, it’s starting to
come together and make more sense
that this administration is simply
being consistent. We admire consist-
ency; but when they want to send
money to countries that persecute
Christians and persecute those who
want to worship freely, I guess that is
consistent with what has been done in
the President’s ObamaCare bill and the
latest pronouncement that Catholics
just needed to set aside their religious
beliefs because they were inconsistent
with what the President wanted done.

We’ve got an article here from Feb-
ruary 18, 2011. This headline from Reu-
ters says: Peace Treaty with Israel is
Up to the Egyptian People.

This was a year ago:

Spokesman for Egypt’s Muslim
Brotherhood responds to U.S. National
Intelligence director, who said he as-
sumed Brotherhood was not in favor of
maintaining peace treaty with Israel.
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Well, that’s a nice thing for this ad-
ministration to plant in the head of the
Egyptians, the Muslim Brotherhood
taking control in Egypt, that, gee, we
kind of just assumed you wouldn’t
want to support the treaty with Israel.

Well, that allowed the Egyptian Mus-
lim Brotherhood to say, you know
what, gee, we thought you were going
to be upset with us if we didn’t support
the treaty with Israel, but thanks for
letting us know that your assumption
would be that when you helped us take
over that we wouldn’t support Israel
being there.

Great move. That was the Director of
National Intelligence, James Clapper.
He said this regarding the Muslim
Brotherhood:

I would assess that they are not in favor of
the treaty.

What Kkind of diplomatic fiasco is
that?

We go to September 12, 2011. This
September 12, 2011 article one day past
the 10-year anniversary of 9/11, and the
headline reads, Muslim Brotherhood:
Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty Needs to be
Reviewed.

The subtitle: Muslim Brotherhood
tells regional Asharq al-Awsat daily
peace treaty is of great importance;
says Israel generally does not honor
the agreement.

Then they quote Mahmoud Hussein,
the group’s secretary general, as say-
ing:

And like the other agreements, it needs to
be reviewed, and this is in the hands of the
parliament.

There are others in which some in a
position of power in Egypt have called
for the complete elimination of any
agreement with Israel. There are those
who have said, let’s put it up to a na-
tional vote, and since the Muslim
Brotherhood is all about Israel no
longer existing and since the Muslim
Brotherhood has taken a slim majority
in the government there in Egypt, then
it would seem that it’s likely their po-
sition would prevail.

In all of those years, the one crown-
ing glory that the Carter administra-
tion can point to, the Camp David Ac-
cords, this administration has even
thrown the Carter administration
under the bus, just like they have some
of our allies like the Northern Alliance
in Afghanistan, like those who were
loyal to Americans in Iraq, like the
Kurds in many ways in northern Iraaq,
like Israel, for example, in the manner
in which we’ve treated them publicly.

It was May 2 years ago that this ad-
ministration did what some thought
was unthinkable, that this administra-
tion or any administration would never
do, they voted with all of Israel’s en-
emies in demanding Israel disclose
their weaponry, particularly nuclear
weapons, any that they have. We had
never done that before.

For those that bother to look in the
0Old Testament or the Jewish Bible—
the Old Testament to some of us—you
can read the account of Hezekiah wel-
coming leaders from Babylon. Isaiah



H932

was sent to Hezekiah and asked—he
knew the answer, but he asked
Hezekiah, what have you done? In es-
sence, Hezekiah, King of Israel said:
These wonderful leaders—of course this
is a Texas paraphrase—these wonderful
leaders came over from Babylon and I
showed them all our treasure and I
showed them all our defenses, our ar-
maments.
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In essence, Isaiah basically said, You
fool. Because you’ve done this, you’ll
lose the country.

Now, it has been hard for some ad-
ministrations that took the position in
thinking, Gee, if you’re just completely
open, as Hezekiah was, about our de-
fenses and what all we have, if you
bring people on and let them review
your nuclear submarines, if you let
them see the abilities we have, if you
bring them into our military bases and
show them how we operate, and if you
show them our tactics, that they’ll just
all of a sudden fall in love with us, and
that it will make us stronger.

The lesson throughout history, in-
cluding the one Hezekiah and his sons
had to learn the hard way, is that you
don’t show your enemies all your de-
fenses. You don’t climb into political
relationships with those who want to
destroy you, with those who want to
destroy your best friends. It’s not a
good message.

In an article from Fox News, it reads:

Al Qaeda on the rise in Syria has a ‘“‘mar-
riage of convenience’ with Iran, U.S. intel-
ligence director says.

I would think that was pretty obvi-
ous. I'm glad someone with our intel-
ligence department has been able to
figure that out. Hopefully, they’ll be
able to figure that out with regard to
Lebanon. Hopefully, our intelligence
department will be able to figure that
out with regard to Iraq; that the leader
in Iraq has shown hostility to this gov-
ernment and to the people in this gov-
ernment.

It’s to the point that when five of us
were over there, a bipartisan group, we
had a couple of questions that Maliki
did not particularly appreciate, one
about, hey, there were people who were
assuring us back in 2001, 2002, 2003 that
if we came and got rid of this terrible
dictator who hated the United States
named Saddam Hussein, that because
Iraq was so oil rich, that once we were
able to turn the country back over to
the Iraqi people after wresting it away
from a totalitarian dictator who killed
and abused and tortured Iraqi citizens,
Iraq would be so grateful once the oil
got to flowing that they would help
ameliorate some of the vast amounts of
treasure that Americans spent to allow
them to elect their own leaders, to
allow them to elect a leader like
Maliki.

He was deeply offended, it appeared,
as he was when I brought up Camp
Ashraf and the maltreatment—in fact,
the killing—of residents of Camp
Ashraf, who were Iranian refugees. The
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concern was the United States had
promised the residents of Camp Ashraf,
the Iranian refugees in Iraq, that we
would make sure they were protected.
When Maliki’s government took over
from us, he, himself, promised Camp
Ashraf residents that he and his gov-
ernment would make sure they were
safe. Maliki promised the TUnited
States that he would keep them safe.

Yet, apparently, the pressure from
Iran and the fear that Iran has instilled
in the leadership in Iraq, particularly
in Maliki, is so profound that since he
knew President Obama had made clear
we were pulling out completely and
that we weren’t going to be around to
protect them, to help them, and that
we were getting out completely and
that we were not going to be around to
make sure that our investment of
American lives and treasure was not
wasted—we were pulling out, leaving
everything to him, going to leave ev-
erything to chance despite the invest-
ment—Maliki showed no gratitude. In
fact, he showed hostility.

In fact, when our group of five bipar-
tisan Members of Congress was flying
out on one of the luxurious C-130s—I
am prone to sarcasm. The C-130s are no
better than they were when I was in
the Army 30 years ago. You're sitting
on web seating just like the para-
troopers used back then—and still
use—and the back end opens down.
They’re the same C-130s. We were fly-
ing out, and we got word by radio that
Maliki’s government had told us that
our group of five Members of Congress
was no longer welcome in his country.
The man seems to have thrown in with
Iran.

I know we have some brilliant intel-
ligence officers. I've interacted with
some of our intelligence community.
I'm quite impressed with the intel-
ligence of many of our intelligence offi-
cers, and I am hopeful that the intel-
ligence at the lower levels of our intel-
ligence agencies will eventually affect
those in top positions in our intel-
ligence agencies so they will begin to
realize what others have known for a
very long time.

In Afghanistan, I understand Presi-
dent Karzai is not terribly pleased with
the position that some of us have
taken, but some of us are not terribly
pleased with the positions of the Karzai
Government in throwing in—well, at
least in accommodating—the Taliban,
in accommodating those who are sup-
plying the Taliban, and in the Taliban
itself, as it continues to plot and kill
Americans.

But, in fairness to President Karzai,
when you look at his situation, Presi-
dent Obama has made clear that the
United States is completely getting
out of Afghanistan, and that we’re
going to leave them just as we did Iraaq,
just as the Democratic Congress de-
manded in 1974 from Vietnam. We were
going to leave our allies, those who had
fought with us and assisted us, who had
lost family, friends, treasure to support
our position because they were enemies
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of our enemy. This administration was
going to leave them high and dry, and
this administration has already shown
in Iraq that that’s what happens.

So, from President Karzai’s position,
he has got to be sitting there, going,
They’re about to leave. The Taliban
has gotten stronger and stronger with
Pakistan’s supplying and assisting
them. The United States Government
will not be here to protect me. Gee,
maybe I'd better start being nicer to
the Taliban and the radical elements in
the Pakistan Government because
that’s who’s going to determine wheth-
er I stay in power or not.

I found out in a meeting with some
Afghan officials from the Northern Al-
liance—and then I've done subsequent
research since—that the Government
of Afghanistan has about a $12.5 billion
budget. They, themselves, collect
enough revenue—taxes and whatnot—
in Afghanistan that they’re able to
supply about $1.5 billion of their $12.5
billion budget. The rest comes from
other countries, and most of that is
from the United States.

It was interesting traveling around
Afghanistan before New Year’s and
after New Year’s and going to forward
operating bases, talking to some of our
troops. We’ve got some terrific folks on
the ground over there, but there is a
problem. Those of us who majored in
history know and those of us who have
bothered to read any history have
learned that that is a tough area in
which to be an occupier as a foreign
country. Foreign countries occupying
or trying to occupy in Afghanistan
don’t do very well. It’s not a place we
ought to be occupying.
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So I hear some, like some in this ad-
ministration, it sounds like they’re
throwing up their hands saying, Well,
let’s just get out and let happen what-
ever is going to happen, because they
know occupying forces don’t do well.
They’re right about that. But by sim-
ply withdrawing without using some
intelligence and some lessons learned
from history means that we may have
to fight the Taliban again. And it may,
again, be after a massive loss of Amer-
ican lives. And perhaps the next time it
will be when they’re armed with nu-
clear weapons where they can kill hun-
dreds of thousands instead of thou-
sands.

Of course, if you read the commu-
nications that were intercepted about
9/11, they were hopeful there for a while
that there would be maybe 50,000 peo-
ple in the Twin Towers that were going
to be killed, they hoped were killed
when the planes crashed into the Twin
Towers in New York City. They didn’t
care about innocent American lives or
all those foreign visiting folks that
were in the Twin Towers. They could
care less. They wanted to make a
point, and make a point by Kkilling tens
of thousands.

Well, with the inappropriate strategy
of this government, of this administra-
tion, the Obama administration, we
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could end up having this Nation pay a
far greater price than has even been
paid to date.

Unfortunately, there are con-
sequences for bad decisions. It is im-
portant that we select proper leader-
ship in this country. Anybody that
reads through the book of Hosea will
find a verse—and I had never had it
jump out as it did until a few weeks
ago. And there are different trans-
lations, but I like the translation in
which the communication from God to
Hosea was:

He was angry with the people of Israel be-
cause He said they had chosen leaders who
were not God’s choice.

There needs to be a lot more praying
in this country as we select our lead-
ers, as we select our national leaders
for President, for his administration,
for those who are elected to Congress,
for those who are elected to the Sen-
ate, for those who are elected in State
and local elections, and a lesson for us
in Congress that we elect, within Con-
gress, the proper leaders because, as
the Founders believed, we are endowed
by our Creator with certain
unalienable rights.

One-third of the 56 signers of the Dec-
laration of Independence were not just
Christians; they were ordained min-
isters. One of them has a translation of
the Bible—one of the signers of the
Declaration—which still can be found
in print today. These people under-
stood the lessons from history, and
they did not want to make those mis-
takes.

Here we have, from February 13, an
article by Patrick Goodenough enti-
tled, ‘“‘Hamas Leader Promises Iran
Never to Recognize Israel.”

Now, we’ve had some in this country,
in this administration, who have indi-
cated privately, you know, we don’t
really have to worry; Sunnis and Shias
hate each other. They’re never going to
come together. So that can help keep
one from getting too much power be-
cause there is that conflict. Well, be-
cause, in small part—but the small
part is growing into a larger part due
to some of the actions and inactions of
this administration—Shias and Sunnis
are coming together.

So here you have a Hamas Gaza lead-
er, Ismail Haniyeh, delivering a speech
at a rally in Tehran, Iran, last Satur-
day, marking the 33rd anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution. He’s speaking,
and behind him are the portraits of the
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei
and his predecessor Ayatollah Kho-
meini. Here he is in the Gaza Strip as
a leader of the terrorist organization
Hamas, and he’s speaking on behalf of
Iranian leaders. We are bringing Shia
and Sunni together, like people 10
years ago would never have believed
possible, by the ineptitude of what’s
happening in this administration.

But, the article points out:

Amid growing speculation of a split within
the top ranks of Hamas, Iranian leaders at
the weekend urged the terrorist group’s Gaza
leader to continue its campaign of violent
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resistance and pledged continuing financial
support.

This from a terrorist group of leaders
who are pledging to support the ter-
rorist Hamas leaders in the Gaza Strip.
And the Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei told the Gaza Hamas leader,
Ismail Haniyeh, people do not expect
anything except endurance from Pal-
estine’s resistance.

It’s time to wake up to what’s going
on with this administration and their
help for groups that hate America, that
hate Israel.

Here’s an article from February 12,
which says, ‘“‘Muslim Brotherhood Law-
makers: U.S. Aid to Cairo Assured.”
Well, isn’t that special. He’s gotten an
assurance from this administration, as
he told Al-Hayat, that if the U.S. cut
aid to Egypt, it would be a violation of
the 1979 peace accords. They’ve indi-
cated they’re not interested in keeping
the 1979 peace accords.

Here’s an article from February 13,
“Muslim Brotherhood Warns U.S. Aid
Cut May Affect Egypt’s Peace Treaty
With Israel.” But apparently they’re
getting assurances—hey, we’re going to
make sure you Kkeep getting money
from us. You hate our guts. You hate
Israel. You want Israel gone. So, you
know, hey, we’re going to keep sup-
porting you.

And, in fact, in another article from
February 13 of this year, the headline
reads, ‘‘Obama Proposes $800 Million in
Aid for ‘Arab Spring.”” Well, we’'ve
seen what the Arab Spring has done. If
you were a Christian while Mubarak
was in power, there was some persecu-
tion, and it wasn’t pretty. But now, all
semblance of any efforts to allow
Christians to worship freely in Egypt is
gone. We saw a headline last year that
the last public Christian church in Af-
ghanistan had to be closed. We con-
tinue to pour in aid.

Here is a February 8, 2012, headline,
“Pentagon Counters Dim Assessment
of Afghan War.”” Then there’s another
article, “The Afghanistan Report the
Pentagon Doesn’t Want You to Read,”
by Michael Hastings. There’s one by
Lieutenant Colonel Daniel Davis,
“Truth, Lies, and Afghanistan: How
Military Leaders Have Let Us Down.”
Here’s one from February 10, 2012,
‘“Roads to Nowhere: Program to Win
Over Afghans Fails.”

In talking to some of our troops in
forward positions in Afghanistan, some
were a bit down, particularly those
who have been training Afghans to
farm, because we are sending around $3
billion for nothing but projects in Af-
ghanistan, including these types of
farming projects, so the people can
make their own way.
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Yet we were told they were training
the Afghans, they have been training
the Afghans; but the billions of dollars
the United States Government, the
Obama administration has sent to Af-
ghanistan to help them develop farm-
ing projects, at least in this one region,
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has never gotten past the corrupt re-
gional government.

So the projects where they could use
these farming skills that are being
taught don’t exist, and they are not an-
ticipated to exist. We set up a corrupt
government in Afghanistan. And I
don’t know how honest anybody in the
Karzai regime was before they got
there, but there should be a lesson that
can be learned from King David, the
only person mentioned in the Bible to
have had a heart after God’s own, that
when there is no accountability, even
the best among us can do terrible
things.

So when you set up a government in
Afghanistan and we, the United States,
supported their constitution that said
sharia law ruled, that meant there
were not going to be any more Chris-
tian churches in Afghanistan, and now
there’re not. Not publicly. And Jews
have had to flee from Afghanistan. The
last report I read said there was one
publicly acknowledged Jew in Afghani-
stan.

With all of the blood and treasure we
shed to eliminate the Taliban, the
Taliban has now come back, and now
this administration has announced to
the world and to the Taliban, Look, we
will release all of the people we have in
detention that have murdered Amer-
ican troops, we will let them come
back. They can keep murdering when
we let them go. We’ll even buy you a
wonderful office in Qatar if you’ll just
come talk to us.

That is the kind of proposal that ev-
eryone has heard, and that’s what has
allowed Taliban leaders, as one of them
did in Afghanistan earlier this month,
to announce to all of Afghanistan in
their largest television station that,
look, we’re about to be in charge as
soon as the American Government
leaves.

So here’s the deal. The American
Government is—they Dbasically ac-
knowledge we’'ve whipped them,
they’ve lost. So they’re doing every-
thing they can to get us to negotiate.
So here’s the situation. If you have not
been totally supportive of the Taliban
here in Afghanistan, they say, then it’s
time to come to us, ask forgiveness,
and ask for our providing safety for
you. Because if you don’t, when we
take over, as soon as the U.S. pulls out,
you know, you’re in trouble. And the
result could be the death penalty.

There is a way around totally aban-
doning the investment we had for a
peaceful Afghanistan without a power-
ful Taliban. It’s common sense. You see
it throughout history. What you do is
support friends who are enemies of
your enemy. The Taliban is our enemy.
We know that the Taliban can be de-
feated because they were when we had
less than 1,500 American troops in Af-
ghanistan, Special Ops guys, incredibly
trained, and some of our best intel-
ligence officers over there from our in-
telligence agencies, obviously not top
intelligence officials because these
guys were really competent. And they
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whipped the Taliban, had them com-
pletely on the run. And then we kind of
took our eye off the ball in Afghani-
stan and started looking at Iraq, and
the Taliban has made a resurgence, and
they have become powerful again in Af-
ghanistan.

In meeting with leaders from the
Northern Alliance—even though Sec-
retary Clinton and former Secretary
Albright did what they could to keep
us from meeting because, apparently,
when this administration throws our
allies under a bus, this administration
wants them to stay under the bus.
Some of us believe if somebody has
been our ally, has helped fight our
enemy, then they need to remain our
friends. These are Muslims. These are
our friends, and their enemy is our
enemy. And I’'m told by some of the
military, American military leaders,
that the Northern Alliance has plenty
of weapons; but they don’t have all the
weapons that they had when they de-
feated the Taliban before. We do not
have to stay in Afghanistan. But if we
do not want to have to come back and
fight the Taliban again, the thing to do
is rearm and reempower the enemy of
our enemies.

Afghanistan has never been strong
and never had a strong central govern-
ment. What made us, in our arrogance,
think we could force a strong central-
ized government that would work in
that country? It is a very tribal nation.
In the northern area, this administra-
tion wants to call our allies, our
former allies warlords, war criminals,
blood on their hands. They were fight-
ing for us and with us. So in this ad-
ministration’s effort to manipulate the
U.S. media, they leak all kinds of sto-
ries about how terrible our allies were.
They’re fighting terrible people.
They’re fighting people who were train-
ing others to come kill thousands and
thousands of Americans. These are not
nice people, and war is not a pleasant
thing.

The Northern Alliance leaders had
two asks: one, help us get a constitu-
tion amended so that we get to elect
our regional leaders. Each province in
Afghanistan should be able to elect
their local governors. Each province
should be able to elect the mayors of
the towns within that province. Let
them select their own police chief. Let
them do as the United States came to-
gether to do, not so much in 1983 with
Articles of Confederation, but in 1987
with our U.S. Constitution that al-
lowed people to elect local government
officials, State government officials,
and national officials.

We have a constitution that has been
set up in Afghanistan that basically
lets the Karzai administration appoint
the regional governors, the mayors.
They select the police chiefs. That is a
system fraught with corruption. No
matter how honest anybody is going in,
including President Karzai, how in the
world could you stay honest and above
corruption when you have set up a sys-
tem that lends itself to corruption?
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Well, that’s what’s happening. So it
doesn’t seem so much to ask, let the
Northern Alliance, as every other area
of Afghanistan, elect their local lead-
ers, elect their governors, and then
those regional areas become strong
again.

And then just as States fuss when the
Federal Government of the United
States tries to get too powerful, as
we’ve seen with ObamaCare, let’s em-
power those regional provincial gov-
ernments in Afghanistan to be power-
ful enough to call down their national
leaders when they are corrupt. Let’s
empower them to fix their own prob-
lems, and you don’t have to have mas-
sive numbers of American troops to do
that, but you do have to be smart in
the way you deal with a country that
has lots of your enemies that want to
kill you.

So they asked, let us elect our local,
regional leaders. Give us enough equip-
ment where we can defeat the Taliban
again, for you and for us.

Now, in meeting and talking to peo-
ple in Afghanistan, they knew, as did
the Baluch leaders in southern Paki-
stan, that the Taliban is being supplied
and equipped with armaments. IEDs
that are dismembering and killing our
soldiers in Afghanistan are being sup-
plied through the southern area of
Pakistan.
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This is an area of Pakistan that
hadn’t been Pakistan until 1948 when
international leaders arbitrarily took
pencils and just drew boundary lines,
and they included most of Balochistan
in with Pakistan. The Balochistanis
did not want to be there. They have a
very mineral-rich area that is sup-
plying Pakistan with most of their
minerals. And yet the Pakistan Gov-
ernment is so badly mistreating the
Baluch people. They raid, they torture,
and they terrorize the Baluch people in
southern Pakistan.

And if Pakistan is going to so ter-
ribly mistreat our Muslim friends in
southern Pakistan, in the Balochistan
area of Pakistan, then it’s time to push
for an independent Balochistan that
will be a nation of Muslim friends of
the United States, and we will remain
their friends because their enemy is
our enemy, and we won’t have to sac-
rifice American troops, American lives,
and massive amounts of American
treasure like we have been doing. You
simply empower the enemy of our
enemy and let them do the work for us.

That is the solution. That would be
in keeping with holding dear the Amer-
ican lives that have been lost in fight-
ing the Taliban in Afghanistan. That
would be true to our beliefs and our de-
sire only to fight those who want to de-
stroy what we are and who we are.
That would truly honor those who have
given so much in honor of this country.

And with that, Mr. Speaker, I have a
friend, Mr. MO BROOKS, here. I yield
back the balance of my time so Mr.
BROOKS can be recognized.
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PAYROLL TAX DECEPTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CANSECO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. BROOKS)
is recognized for the remainder of the
hour, 15 minutes, as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. BROOKS. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

In the House today, H.R. 3630, the so-
called ‘‘payroll tax holiday,” passed.
Later it passed the United States Sen-
ate, meaning it passed the United
States Congress. But on the House
floor today, I joined 91 other Repub-
lican budget hawks, each of whom
shares my concern for the financial
stability of our Nation and a risk of a
Federal Government insolvency and
bankruptcy. Each of us budget hawks
voted ‘‘no.”

In December of 2011, Alabama Sen-
ators RICHARD SHELBY and JEFF SES-
SIONS and I voted ‘“‘no’” on the decep-
tively named payroll tax bill. I am
pleased today that I was part of a
united Republican delegation from the
State of Alabama to vote ‘“‘no” on H.R.
3630.

ROBERT ADERHOLT, Republican from
Haleyville, voted ‘‘no.”” SPENCER BACH-
USs, Republican from Birmingham,
voted ‘‘no.” MIKE ROGERS, Republican
from Anniston, voted ‘‘no.” MARTHA
ROBY, Republican from Montgomery,
voted ‘‘no.” And Jo BONNER, Repub-
lican from Mobile, voted ‘‘no.”

On the Senate side, Alabama Senator
RICHARD SHELBY voted ‘‘no,” and Ala-
bama Senator JEFF SESSIONS voted
“no.” Each of these individual Con-
gressmen and Senators voted ‘‘no,”
again because they share a deep-rooted
concern for the financial stability of
our country and the impact this legis-
lation can have on that.

In sum, I voted against H.R. 3630 for
a variety of reasons, but I'm going to
mention three. First, H.R. 3630 dis-
proportionately targets and burdens
American Federal workers, takes their
hard-earned money and diverts it to
those who don’t work for it. That’s not
fair, and that’s not good policy.

Second, America’s seniors have asked
me to protect Social Security and
Medicare benefits because they paid for
and earned them during their working
lifetimes. Americans support Social
Security because everyone contributes
their fair share to their own Social Se-
curity retirement benefits. Social Se-
curity is not welfare. Social Security is
an earned entitlement.

H.R. 3630 undermines Social Secu-
rity’s and Medicare’s foundation by
threatening 10 percent funding cuts to-
taling $120 billion per year, which will,
if continued beyond this fiscal year,
breach America’s commitment to our
elderly and will force significant Social
Security and Medicare benefit cuts. We
cannot expect the benefits while cut-
ting the revenue that provides those
benefits.

Third, and most importantly, the
name ‘‘Middle Class Tax Relief,”” which
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