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But, Mr. Speaker, I did break the
code on why we’re here so late today. I
know a lot of people want to know. We
can blame Jay Pierson for that. Jay is
retiring today. This is his last day, and
we wanted to make sure that we got
the last ounce of flesh and blood from
him. So if the American people want to
know why we’re here, it’s Jay Pierson’s
fault.

Jay Pierson is Speaker BOEHNER’S
floor assistant. He obviously carries
around a copy of Jefferson’s Manual.
He has been a servant of the House of
Representatives for 34 years. He’s a
truly dedicated public servant. I thank
him for his friendship and his support
to this body and especially to me per-
sonally.

Mr. Speaker, I also wanted to take
time out, as I do, to speak about demo-
cratic movements around the world, es-
pecially in the former captive nations
of Eastern Europe, and remember those
who are jailed just because they want
political freedoms and liberties.

Two years ago after the brutal and
bloody crackdown on peaceful dem-
onstrations after the 2010 presidential
elections, the human rights of ordinary
Belarusian citizens continue to be vio-
lated by the Lukashenko government.
One candidate who ran against
Lukashenko during that election,
Nikolai Statkevich, remains in jail.
The other jailed candidate, Andrei
Sannikov, was pardoned earlier this
year and is in exile in Britain. Ales
Byalyatski, the head of Viasna Human
Rights Center, also remains imprisoned
after being convicted to a 4%2-year jail
sentence for trumped-up charges of tax
evasion. These are two of 12 political
prisoners who today remain behind
bars under deplorable prison conditions
in Belarus.

The general human rights situation
in Belarus has not improved since the
events of 2010, despite international
condemnation and sanctions on the re-
gime. In its 2012 report, Freedom House
ranked Belarus as ‘‘not free’ in the
categories of civil liberties and polit-
ical rights, and Belarus ranked 193 out
of 197 countries on Freedom House’s
2012 press freedom index. The Reporters
Without Borders press freedom index
ranks Belarus 168 out of 179 countries.

Laws have passed that regulate dem-
onstrations and political information,
stifling freedom of assembly. Inde-
pendent journalists and political activ-
ists are under a constant threat of in-
timidation and arbitrary detention.

Belarus held parliamentary elections
on September 23, 2012. Unsurprisingly,
the elections failed to meet inter-
national standards and were widely
condemned as not free or fair. While
some democratic opposition parties
boycotted the elections, the candidates
who did attempt to run were denied
registration by election authorities, in-
timidated, and given unfair access to
media resources. No opposition figures
were elected to the 110-seat legislature.
Official turnout was reported as 74.3
percent, although observers claim the
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turnout was closer to 30 percent of eli-
gible voters.

Belarus remains mired in its worst fi-
nancial crisis since independence,
which has put Lukashenko under in-
creasing pressure. In the past month,
he has reshuffled several top figures in
his government and made some con-
troversial economic decisions that
have been met with criticism in the
international community. This in-
cludes signing a presidential decree
making it illegal for workers in
Belarus’ wood processing industry to
quit their jobs, and announcing that
Belarus would begin shifting its export-
ing business from ports in the Baltic to
Russian ports. This will only strain the
relationship between Belarus and its
democratic neighbors and increase
Russia’s stronghold on key Belarusian
markets.

[ 0940

Belarus already depends on Russia
for nearly all its energy supplies. The
United States and the European Union
must remain united, impose economic
sanctions, and have a single plan for
action regarding the promotion of
democratic process in Belarus.

So again, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
this time coming down, and I wish ev-
erybody a Happy New Year.

———

FAREWELL TO THE UNITED
STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. ScoTT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to say farewell to
the House.

I first want to say thank you to the
wonderful people of the South Carolina
coast. From Myrtle Beach to my home-
town of North Charleston to Hilton
Head, your support over the last 3
years has truly humbled me and in-
spired me.

I also want to thank my friends, my
colleagues, and the members of the
South Carolina delegation: Mr. CLY-
BURN, Mr. WILSON, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
GowDY, and Mr. MULVANEY. We have a
great group who truly understands we
are here to represent the great State of
South Carolina and the citizens of
America, and I thank them all for their
friendship.

Finally, I'd like to thank all of my
colleagues here in the House. We may
not always agree on things, but we are
here for a reason: to try and make this
Nation better.

As I prepare to move to the United
States Senate, it is that belief that
makes me incredibly optimistic about
our future. The battles of today will, in
the future, be seen as a positive turn-
ing point for our Nation, where we got
our fiscal house back in order and revi-
talized the American Dream for our
children and our grandchildren.

I look forward to continuing to serve
the residents of South Carolina, some
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of the most passionate people in the
Nation. And I will never forget my
time here in the people’s House, where
we worked every single day to build a
brighter future for our Nation.

Thank you.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 41 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 10 a.m.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

On this last day of 2012, forget not
Your people. There are many dif-
ferences plaguing our Nation’s dis-
course. Please send wisdom upon the
leaders serving in government and
goodwill among all the principals in
current negotiations.

We thank You for the service of so
many who work every day in this
building, whose labor provides the lu-
brication for the very public actions of
the Members of this assembly. Though
each deserves special mention, bless es-
pecially this day Jay Pierson, who
works his last day of 34 years of faith-
ful service on the floor of the House.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. HIG-
GINS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
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for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

BIG SPENDING LEADS TO FISCAL
CLIFF

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, at midnight tonight,
our Nation is scheduled to fall off the
fiscal cliff, because the Augusta Chron-
icle editorial of December 2 is correct:

It’s that stubborn adherence to big spend-
ing that’s powering the momentum toward
the fiscal cliff. And halting big spending is
what’s going to stop it.

Over the past year, House Repub-
licans have passed effective bipartisan
legislation to prevent the entire fiscal
cliff. Unfortunately, these bills remain
stalled in the Senate graveyard. This
fact makes it very clear that House Re-
publicans have addressed this issue,
and Speaker JOHN BOEHNER is holding
firm for fiscal responsibility.

With only a few hours to go, it’s my
hope the Senate will accept one of the
House proposals and send legislation
back to the House, which will attempt
to tackle Washington’s out-of-control
spending, extend tax cuts for all Amer-
icans, and prevent the devastating de-
fense budget cuts before it is too late
and hundreds of thousands of jobs are
destroyed.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Congratulations, Jay Pierson,
your years of service.

——
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. The question settling
over this Capitol as we face the fiscal
cliff is: How can this be happening? It’s
hyperpartisanship meets Citizens
United. America’s politics are so satu-
rated with money and so politically po-
larized that the system cannot func-
tion to meet its obligations to keep the
government running. But make no mis-
take about it—government does work.
It’s working for Pentagon contractors,
for arms manufacturers, for oil compa-
nies, for coal companies. It’s working
for those who want to hold down wages
and suppress the rights of workers. It’s
working for drug companies whose
sweetheart deal on prescription drugs
blew a hole in the Medicare budget.

The apparent dysfunctionality of
government masks the reality that the
tax resources of government increas-
ingly are going to the highest bidders
in a $4 billion national election. The
debris at the bottom of the fiscal cliff
will be the wrecked hopes of doctors
and Medicare patients, unemployed
workers who can’t protect their fami-
lies, and middle class taxpayers who

for
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just can’t pay any more. Our Nation’s
pose at the fiscal cliff is proof of the
necessity of a constitutional amend-
ment, H.J. Res. 100, to rid this Nation
of the corrupting influence of special
interest money with public financing,
which recreates a true government of
the people.

————

FACTS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
DESERVE ABOUT THE FISCAL
CLIFF

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I want
to give the American people seven
facts about our fiscal crisis.

Fact number one: we have a $16 tril-
lion national debt that’s expected to go
up to over $22 trillion before President
Obama leaves office.

Fact number two: Washington’s prob-
lem is not revenue. It’s uncontrolled
spending.

Fact number three: in less than 14
hours, automatic tax hikes will give
Washington more money to spend.

Fact number four: the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office says these
automatic tax hikes threaten to put us
back into another recession.

Fact number five: the House has done
its job to avoid this crisis by passing a
bipartisan bill to stop the tax hikes.

Fact number six: the Senate, with
the President’s approval, has refused to
take up this bill.

Fact number seven: we’ve done our
job in the House. It’s time for the Sen-
ate to do their job before the clock
strikes midnight.

——————

REAL EFFECTS OF GOING OVER
THE FISCAL CLIFF

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, at
midnight tonight, the Budget Control
Act of 2011 and sequestration will trig-
ger spending cuts of $1.2 trillion over 10
years, including $109 billion in 2013.
We’ll have 8.2 percent, or $564 billion, in
domestic spending cuts funding to the
National Cancer Institute that sup-
ports clinical trials for new cancer
treatments. If you’re a patient at
Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buf-
falo and you’re diagnosed with late-
stage cancer, you don’t have the luxury
of time that these cuts demand. That’s
what sequestration means to cancer
patients in Buffalo and throughout the
Nation.

We’ll have 9.4 percent, or $565 billion,
cut in defense spending. What does it
mean to my community of Buffalo and
western New York? MOOG, a world
leader in motion control technology
with a thriving defense unit, a $2.5 bil-
lion company that employs 8,400 peo-
ple, takes a major hit. That’s what se-
questration means to the defense in-
dustry in Buffalo and throughout the
Nation.
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Madam Speaker, sequestration can-
not be viewed in the abstractions of
Washington and this institution. Its
real consequences will be felt hard by
real ©people in real communities
throughout this Nation, including in
Buffalo and western New York.

——————

PASS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO
AVERT THE FISCAL CLIFF

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, the
112th Congress has been defined as the
least productive Congress in recent
memory. And now we run the risk of
being the Congress whose action will
cause real harm to our country’s eco-
nomic future. The American people
have consistently said they want Re-
publicans and Democrats to act like
adults and work together on the chal-
lenges we face. And yet here we are
again, facing a critical financial dead-
line with no agreement in place to
avert the so-called fiscal cliff and to
protect seniors, middle class families,
and business owners while we reduce
our debt. There’s just too much at
stake right now for this Congress to
keep playing the games of
brinksmanship and partisan politics.

Over the last 10 years, as I've met
with Rhode Islanders from Woonsocket
to Newport and everywhere in between,
I’'ve heard one clear message: now is
the time for those of us who serve in
this Chamber to get this hard work
done on behalf of the men and women
who sent us here. I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
spend less time assigning blame to
each other and instead pass a com-
prehensive plan that averts the fiscal
cliff, cuts our debt, and protects middle
class families, seniors, and small busi-
ness owners.

————
PUT DOWN THOSE GUNS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Today is
New Year’s Eve. While we debate going
over the fiscal cliff at midnight, there
are people somewhere in America plan-
ning to shoot their guns in celebration
at midnight. Put down those guns. Mil-
lions of people have died or been in-
jured due to this dangerous celebratory
custom. Put down those guns.

If T were in my district of Miami
today, I would be participating in a
press conference that we started 10
years ago, calling an end to this deadly
custom. As a result, celebratory gun-
fire has largely disappeared from our
county. It is a result of repeated de-
mands and media events over and over
again. Now people get it. Remember,
what goes up must come down. Bullets
are no exception. Instead, hug your
kids. Light a candle. Resolve to sell
your gun in the next community gun
buy-back initiative. Say a prayer for
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