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We will be able to fund more crony 

capitalism. Somebody wants to come 
in and claim they’re going to create 
some kind of solar product, then this 
administration will take a good look at 
it; and there’s a good chance if you’re 
a Republican you can forget it, but if 
you’re not, you may very well be the 
next Solyndra to get money appro-
priated for you. And heck, we may even 
have one of the administrations step in 
when the United States, as a creditor, 
wants to stand in line and get repaid 
for loans that are made and downgrade 
those loans and put other unsecured 
creditors in front, just as the adminis-
tration did in the bailout of the auto 
manufacturers, turn the Constitution 
upside down, deprive people with prop-
erty of due process. There’s a lot of 
good money to do those good projects 
that the President has been doing for 
the last 3 years. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I hope that in the 
days ahead, as people hear more and 
more complaining and whining from 
the administration about there not 
being any money, gee, we’re going to 
have to raise taxes, I hope that there 
will be people in America that will 
look at these figures and say: Enough 
whining. Let us tell you about a short-
age of money. You keep taking our 
money in taxes and sitting on it in 
your Departments. Enough is enough. 
It’s time to be accountable. It’s time to 
let money be in the hands where it is 
earned so we can get this economy 
going again. 

One thing is for sure. Even though 
we’ve spent more money than any na-
tion in history no matter how you 
want to look at it, whether it’s in dol-
lars or whether it’s in percentage of 
GDP, this administration has been on a 
course for ruin; and I just hope that as 
this administration continues to follow 
the lead of countries like Greece, Italy, 
Spain, others in economic trouble, that 
hopefully, before we go over the cliff 
with them, there will be enough of us 
that can stop the wagon train and get 
us back on the right road to prosperity. 

Quick recap: $687 billion that has 
been appropriated or unobligated, 
unspent from 2010 and 2011, so we 
shouldn’t hear any more bellyaching 
about there being a shortage of money 
by this administration. It’s time to 
help the American people, not the 
bloated government. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 
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SUNSHINE AND APPLE PIE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. WOODALL. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I appreciate the time. I appre-
ciate your giving me a moment to set 
up my charts, because I’ve got some 
pretty ones down here, and I’m sorry 
you can’t see them, Mr. Speaker. 

I’ve got here the White House. The 
White House isn’t the President’s 
house. It’s our house. Every time I 
drive by, Mr. Speaker, every time I go 
past, I think, you know what? I own 
that. I may live in a little old apart-
ment of my own, but when I drive by 
the White House, I think, I own a piece 
of that. That house belongs to me. I do 
hope every American believes that 
same thing. It is our house. So, if you 
have not gone to your Member of Con-
gress to try to get a tour of the White 
House, I encourage you to do it. I en-
courage you to do it because it belongs 
to you, and Presidents, Republican and 
Democrat alike, open up those doors so 
that we can see our White House in 
America, Mr. Speaker. It’s a symbol of 
freedom around the world. 

I printed this one up in full color. I 
spent a little extra. I’m pretty thrifty 
in my budget. If you know anything 
about me, not only do we cut our budg-
et here in the United States House of 
Representatives, but I cut mine an-
other 10 percent. Beyond that, we’re 
going to give back about $300,000 to the 
American taxpayer, but we spent the 
extra money to put down the blue sky 
of optimism because this is the Presi-
dent’s election night victory speech in 
2008. Do you remember it? Do you re-
member it, Mr. Speaker?—because I re-
member it. I remember the promise of 
a better day, and here it is as he’s talk-
ing about bipartisanship, because it 
gets a lot of lip service in this body, 
Mr. Speaker, but it takes hard work. It 
takes hard work. Here we go. He is 
talking about bipartisanship and about 
partisanship in particular. He says: 

I will resist the temptation to fall 
back on the same partisanship and pet-
tiness and immaturity that has 
poisoned our politics for far too long. 

He hadn’t been sworn in yet. The in-
auguration hadn’t happened yet. His 
victory speech 2008: 

I will resist the temptation to fall 
back on the same partisanship and pet-
tiness and immaturity that has 
poisoned our politics for far too long. 

That inspires me, Mr. Speaker. 
Would that it be true. 

Let’s move past full color to the 
stark black and white, which is the 
world we’re living in today. Here is the 
President from last month, giving up 
on that commitment of bipartisanship. 
When questioned about the partisan 
angle that he took throughout the So-
cial Security debate, throughout the 
doc fix debate, throughout the unem-
ployment debate, he concluded: 

It was gonna take more than a year. 
It was gonna take more than 2 years. It 
was gonna take more than one term. 
Probably takes more than one Presi-
dent. 

Mr. Speaker, you know as well as I 
know we’ve only been in this institu-
tion just over 1 year now. It does not 
take time. It takes courage to make 
things happen in this body. It does not 
take hours. It takes ‘‘I do’s.’’ It takes 
somebody standing up and saying, ‘‘I 
will be responsible for that,’’ which the 
President did. He said: 

I will be responsible for ushering a 
new era into Washington, D.C. 

As a freshman legislator, I took him 
at his word. Four years later, here we 
are. Can’t do it in a year. Can’t do it in 
2 years. He couldn’t do it in 3 years, 
and now he says it probably takes more 
than one President. It might take a dif-
ferent President, but he says it’s going 
to take more than one. 

Let me take you back to sunshine 
and apple pie, Mr. Speaker, because 
that’s what we’re about here in Amer-
ica. We thrive on challenges. We thrive 
on opportunities to do better. We want 
one generation to do better than the 
previous generation, and we want the 
next generation to do better than our 
generation. Here is what President 
Obama says in August 2008 in talking 
about his Vice Presidential pick: 

After decades of steady work across 
the aisle, I know he’ll—in talking 
about Senator BIDEN, now Vice Presi-
dent BIDEN—be able to help me turn 
the page on the ugly partisanship in 
Washington so we can bring Democrats 
and Republicans together to pass an 
agenda that works for the American 
people. 

Who doesn’t believe in that, Mr. 
Speaker? Who doesn’t believe in that? 
Who doesn’t believe it’s not necessarily 
compromise and that it can be con-
sensus? Who doesn’t believe on coming 
together to pass an agenda that works 
for the American people? 

You do, Mr. Speaker. I do. 
I’ll take you back to the stark black 

and white of where we’ve come, of 
President Obama in November 2010, a 
year ago. When talking about why it is 
his administration has taken on such a 
partisan tone, he says this: 

I neglected some of the things that 
matter a lot to people, and rightly so 
that they matter: maintaining a bipar-
tisan tone in Washington. I’m going to 
redouble my efforts to go back to some 
of those first principles. 

Mr. Speaker, you and I came here for 
the same reason. We came here to get 
stuff done for our constituents back 
home. We came here to uphold the Con-
stitution and the freedoms that it pre-
serves for our constituents back home. 
We’ve been stuck in an environment in 
Washington, D.C., where the Senate re-
fuses to act on any of the legislation 
that we put forward and where it re-
fuses to act on any of its own legisla-
tion. Then we have a President who 
says this about his leadership in this 
town: 

I neglected some of the things that 
matter a lot to people, and rightly so 
that they matter: maintaining a bipar-
tisan tone in Washington. I’m going to 
redouble my efforts to go back to some 
of those first principles. 

Mr. Speaker, that’s the funny thing 
about principles. You’re not supposed 
to have to go back to them. You’re sup-
posed to stick with them day in, day 
out, in good times, in bad times. It’s 
easy to have principles in the good 
times. Whoo, it’s easy. It’s when times 
get tough that principles really mat-
ter. This was a year ago, Mr. Speaker. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 01:07 Jan 19, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 4636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K18JA7.085 H18JAPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH74 January 18, 2012 
The President is going to redouble his 
efforts to go back to some of those first 
principles of his, which is ending the 
partisan tone in Washington, D.C., in 
November 2010. 

Now, folks know what happened in 
November of 2011. We began the discus-
sion of what to do to solve health care 
issues for our seniors because Medicare 
reimbursement rates were on their way 
down, and seniors might not have had 
access to care, and we wanted to pro-
tect our seniors to make sure that that 
access to care existed. We had unem-
ployment benefits that were getting 
ready to expire, and we had folks who 
were depending on those benefits and 
who were trying to sort out how it was 
that we would continue those and re-
form that program so it wouldn’t just 
provide a check but provide a way back 
to employment. 

We had Social Security, the payroll 
tax break that the President instituted 
in December of 2011, which was right 
after he made this comment that re-
duces the Social Security contribu-
tions of every working American by a 
third but does nothing to change the 
benefits that those working Americans 
get back when they retire, thus accel-
erating the bankruptcy of the Social 
Security Trust Fund, not to mention 
breaking that link that has been omni-
present in this country. With Social 
Security, it is not an entitlement in 
the welfare sense of the word. It is an 
entitlement in that you paid into it, 
and so you have earned it. You deserve 
it. We’re changing that linkage for the 
very first time. 

Following that debate, I wake up in 
the morning down in the Seventh Dis-
trict of Georgia, in the northern sub-
urbs there of Atlanta. I was in 
Gwinnett County. I wake up to find out 
the President has made recess appoint-
ments. Ah, I’ve got to tell you I went 
through the roof, but you might not 
have gone through the roof, Mr. Speak-
er. I don’t know where everybody was, 
all 300 million Americans, where they 
were when they woke up to that news 
that morning or where they were with 
regard to their Constitution. I carry 
mine. I know you carry yours, Mr. 
Speaker, and I would encourage any-
body who doesn’t have one to contact 
another Member of Congress. We can 
absolutely get you the United States 
Constitution, the rule book by which 
everything we do here should be 
judged—should be judged. It’s why re-
cess appointments matter, Mr. Speak-
er. 

What I have here is article II, section 
2 of the United States Constitution. 
It’s clause 3. I’ll back up just a little 
bit and make it clear for folks who 
haven’t studied their Constitution re-
cently that article I delegates the leg-
islative powers to the United States 
Congress. 

b 1720 

Article I, the very first order of busi-
ness of our Founding Fathers in fram-
ing our Republic was to protect the 

people’s powers here in the people’s 
House and in the United States Senate, 
article I. 

Article II vests power in the Execu-
tive. Article II, section 2, clause 3: 
‘‘The President shall have power to fill 
up all vacancies that may happen dur-
ing the recess of the Senate, by grant-
ing commissions which shall expire at 
the end of their next session.’’ 

It seems pretty straightforward, but 
it is not. That is what it so wonderful 
about our Constitution. Our Founding 
Fathers had the wisdom to say enough 
without saying too much. 

Shortly after the ratification of the 
Constitution, Alexander Hamilton was 
writing on this topic. When he read 
this very same clause, he read this: 
‘‘The President shall have power to fill 
up all vacancies that may happen dur-
ing the recess of the Senate.’’ What 
Alexander Hamilton saw is that the 
only vacancies that can be filled are 
those vacancies that occur during a re-
cess of the Senate; not vacancies that 
are getting filled then, but vacancies 
that actually occurred then. 

This is important language. It is im-
portant language because I live 640 
miles away from the United States 
Capitol. I happen to travel with my 
friends at Delta, and they get me here 
in an hour and a half; but if I had to 
get on my horse and ride, it would take 
a little while. 

There is good reason there was recess 
appointments going on in the founding 
of this Republic, Mr. Speaker. I hope 
we can get back to having more re-
cesses here. Why in the world we have 
let this Congress evolve into a full- 
time job that takes place year round, I 
do not know. The general assembly in 
Georgia meets for 40 days out of the 
year. I tell folks back home I will have 
achieved success when it is we in Wash-
ington, D.C., who only meet for 40 days 
out of a year because we have sent that 
power that has been gradually stolen 
from the people, stolen from the com-
munity, stolen from the States, and re-
turn that power to those communities. 

But it was a real issue in the early 
days of our Republic that if there was 
a recess, we wanted to give the Presi-
dent the power to continue the Repub-
lic even when you couldn’t get a hold 
of the United States Senate for con-
firmation. Well, in the age of iPads and 
BlackBerrys and fax machines, it is not 
that hard to get in touch with folks. It 
is easy to reconvene the Senate. But 
still on the books today, ‘‘The Presi-
dent shall have the power to fill up all 
vacancies that may happen during the 
recess of the Senate.’’ 

You may be asking, ROB, why do you 
even care about this? You are in the 
House. This doesn’t concern you. Let 
me tell you, this concerns me and it 
concerns every American because it 
concerns the rule book by which our 
Republic is governed. If we decide that 
the rule book doesn’t matter, it will be 
something small today and it is going 
to be something medium-sized tomor-
row, and it is going to be something 

huge a year from now, and the free-
doms that our Constitution has so ably 
protected for over 200 years will soon 
be gone. 

This isn’t a partisan fight. This is an 
American fight. I will tell you that 
when we had a Republican President in 
the White House and Republican Mem-
bers controlling this U.S. House and 
Republican Members controlling the 
U.S. Senate, power left this House and 
went down to the executive branch. Re-
publicans allowed legislative power to 
leave this House and get transferred to 
the executive branch. 

We have got to be on duty all the 
time. It is not Republican/Democrat; it 
is Executive/U.S. House. Why? Because 
when our framers were framing the 
Constitution, they knew tyranny of the 
Executive was what was to be feared. 
King of England. Tyranny of the Exec-
utive was what was to be feared, and so 
they invested most of the power in the 
Congress, in the House, in the Senate. 
This is where our framers trusted that 
power to reside, but they gave the 
President the power to make appoint-
ments in recess of the Senate. 

Why is this important at all? Article 
II, section 2, clause 2, which is known 
as the advice and consent clause: The 
President ‘‘shall have the power, by 
and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treaties, provided two- 
thirds of the Senators present concur; 
and he shall nominate, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint Ambassadors, other pub-
lic ministers and consuls, and Judges 
of the Supreme Court, and all other of-
ficers of the United States, whose ap-
pointments are not herein otherwise 
provided for. 

Hear this: The President absolutely, 
positively has the power to appoint 
whomever he wants, by and with the 
advice and consent of the United 
States Senate. If the Senate is not in 
session, clause 3 takes over during 
those times. The President shall have 
the power to fill those vacancies, and it 
shall not extend past that one session. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, what happened 
over Christmas, as the rights and privi-
leges of the American people were sto-
len out from under us here in the 
United States House and Senate and 
transferred to the executive branch, is 
that the President said—and you will 
remember the quote. He said: If I can’t 
do it with Congress, I will go around 
Congress. 

Do you remember that? 
If I can’t pass my agenda with Con-

gress, I will go around Congress. 
Tyranny of the Executive, the most 

fundamental fear our framers had. The 
most fundamental fear was that an Ex-
ecutive would decide that he or she 
could do whatever they wanted without 
the consent of the government. 

We have to stand up as Republicans 
and Democrats and say there is a right 
way and a wrong way to run this town, 
that there is a rule book by which this 
town is governed, that there is 200 
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years of precedent that tells us how ap-
pointments must occur, how that ad-
vice must occur when those appoint-
ments can be made. 

If you followed any of this—and we’ll 
talk about this more in the weeks to 
come because it goes to the bedrock of 
our Republic. Again, if you let your 
reverence for the Constitution slide 
when it is convenient for you, you’re 
going to find it pulled out from under 
you when you need it most. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that when you 
swore your oath to the people of this 
country, you swore your oath not to 
protect the Constitution from Demo-
cratic Presidents, not to protect the 
Constitution from Republican Presi-
dents, but to protect the Constitution 
from all enemies foreign and domestic. 
Your oath, whether there is a Repub-
lican in the White House or a Democrat 
in the White House, is to make sure 
that the people’s power remains here 
with the people. We legislate and the 
President executes. 

This isn’t a mystery. This isn’t some-
thing I came up with in the Seventh 
District of Georgia. This is something 
President Bush and Senator HARRY 
REID struggled with during the Bush 
administration. This is something all 
Congresses and Presidents struggle 
with. The struggle is not new. The 
complete abdication of constitutional 
responsibility, that is new. The decid-
ing that if you can’t do it with the Con-
stitution, you will go around the Con-
stitution, that is new. 

Let me tell you what HARRY REID 
said, Mr. Speaker. I hold in my hand 
here a copy of that page from the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

As you can see, we record absolutely 
every word that goes on here. We don’t 
want folks to be misquoted. We don’t 
want the debate to go on and folks not 
to be able to remember what was said. 
We want to hold folks accountable to 
the people back home. 

Let me tell you what HARRY REID 
said as it was recorded right here by 
the reporters, published in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

b 1730 

He said on November 16, 2007: Mr. 
President, the Senate will be coming in 
for pro forma sessions during the 
Thanksgiving holiday to prevent recess 
appointments. 

Now, I understand there’s a lot of 
legalese that goes on here in Wash-
ington, D.C. We have the Constitution 
right here. Article II, section 2, clause 
2; Article II, section 2, clause 3, this is 
the important part. This is the impor-
tant part. With the advice and consent 
of the Senate, the President shall ap-
point, and the President has the power 
to appoint without the Senate during 
recess. 

But now we are in what’s called pro 
forma sessions because the Constitu-
tion also says that no body of Congress, 
neither the House nor the Senate, can 
adjourn for more than 3 days without 
the consent of the other body. We’ve 

seen that in some State legislatures 
across the country, haven’t we, where 
folks just take their toys and go home, 
Mr. Speaker. They decide they don’t 
like the way things are going, so they 
just leave. 

The Founding Fathers 200 years ago 
sensed that challenge and wrote it into 
the fabric of our founding document 
that no body of Congress, neither the 
House nor the Senate, shall adjourn for 
more than 3 days without the consent 
of the other. And what that leaves you 
then with is these bodies in what they 
call pro forma session. We’re in. We’re 
open. Every 72 hours, the Speaker 
comes up here to the microphone and 
gavels us in. The House is open for 
business. When business is done, they 
gavel us out. Is it a full day? No, it’s 
not. Are we in session? Yes, we are. 
And this is a process that has gone on 
for decades, in fact, dozens of decades. 
And in November of 2007 when Senator 
HARRY REID was trying to prevent 
President George Bush from making 
recess appointments, he said this: 
We’re not going to go into recess. Hah. 
Hah. I’ve got responsibilities to the 
people back home, HARRY REID said, to 
advise and consent on all of your ap-
pointments. I think you’re going to try 
to pull one past us when we’re gone for 
Thanksgiving. In fact, I think you’re 
going to try to pull one past us while 
we’re gone for Christmas. So what am 
I going to do, the Senate will be com-
ing in for pro forma sessions during the 
holiday to prevent recess appoint-
ments. 

Mr. Speaker, this was 2007, when it 
was well known that the law of the 
land is that while the Senate is in for 
pro forma sessions, no President—not 
President Bush and not President 
Obama—can make appointments with-
out the advice and consent of the U.S. 
Senate. November of 2007; well known. 
HARRY REID, presiding over the U.S. 
Senate, issuing those words: We will re-
main in pro forma session to prevent 
recess appointments. 

And this President, whose Justice 
Department put together literally doz-
ens of pages to defend this departure 
from constitutional tradition, to de-
fend this rejection of 200 years of con-
gressional precedent, to defend this 
going around Congress, said no, we 
think you can do it. The majority lead-
er of the United States Senate knew 
you couldn’t do it. The Framers of the 
Constitution knew you couldn’t do it. 
And this President, as if it was noth-
ing, that’s what troubles me the most, 
Mr. Speaker, as if it was nothing, 
pulled together a press conference and 
said, I’m doing it any way—Richard 
Cordray, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. This is a confirmation 
that didn’t occur during a recess, 
didn’t occur during a recess. The Presi-
dent made his nomination while the 
Senate was absolutely in session. The 
Senate voted, Mr. Speaker, and did not 
confirm. Could not get the 60 votes nec-
essary to move forward on the con-
firmation, took the vote, couldn’t 

move forward. The vote occurred. It oc-
curred in the negative. 

And while the U.S. House and the 
U.S. Senate remained in pro forma ses-
sions, working out those issues I talked 
about earlier, the doc fix for our 
friends on Medicare to make sure that 
the resources were still available for 
unemployment, to make sure the pro-
gram was reformed and funded for So-
cial Security taxes, to make sure that 
the trust fund was funded and that 
workers were satisfied, while all of 
those things were happening in this 
body during session, the President de-
cided, no, in fact, we were not in ses-
sion, and he would make appointments. 
And he started with one that had al-
ready been rejected by the United 
States Senate. Then went on to name 
three more members to the National 
Labor Relations Board. That was a 
smaller press conference for that one, 
Mr. Speaker, because that one was 
much more controversial. No press con-
ference at all, in fact, just a press re-
lease. And then the President said: 
Look out, I may do more. I may do 
more. You know what, I kind of like 
this thing where I get to do whatever I 
want to do. I kind of like this thing 
where it doesn’t matter what the Sen-
ate says, it doesn’t matter what the 
Representatives of the States say, it 
doesn’t matter what the representa-
tives of the people say; I’ve got an 
agenda, and Congress is standing in my 
way. And if you’ll not work with me, 
Congress, I will go around you. 

Article II delegates authority to the 
Executive. Article I delegates author-
ity to this House. Article I delegates 
authority to the people’s House. You 
cannot go around the people in Amer-
ica. I can’t do it. The President can’t 
do it. The military can’t do it. That’s 
not what we do. Are there countries 
around the globe that do that? Yes, 
there are. Our forefathers fled those 
countries to come here where the only 
power vested in government is that 
which we the people give it. Hear that, 
Mr. Speaker. You know it to be true. 
The only power held in this city in the 
capital of the free world, the center of 
free speech and freedom of religion, the 
beacon of hope and prosperity all 
across the world, every bit of power 
that is here is here because the Amer-
ican people elected to share it. 

There’s no inherent authority in 
being the President of the United 
States; it comes from the people. 
There’s absolutely no authority in 
being a Congressman of the United 
States; it comes from the people. 

The President has the power to exe-
cute the laws passed by this body. But 
he does not have the power to make 
new laws on his own. We’ve heard that 
from executive branch agencies across 
the board. The President has the power 
to choose who he would like to be in 
those positions of power in those agen-
cies, and he can make those selections 
with the advice and consent of the 
United States Senate. 

This isn’t about me, Mr. Speaker. It’s 
not even about this body. When the 
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President tramples on the Constitution 
like this, he’s trampling on the Sen-
ate’s powers. But when he tramples on 
the Constitution, he tramples on my 
freedom, and he tramples on your free-
dom. And he tramples on all of our 
freedoms, and we cannot let it stand. 

What are we going to do? Well, can-
didly, what makes this so troubling is 
the Constitution didn’t actually imag-
ine that we would ever elect an Execu-
tive that would simply go his own way. 
There is no slap on the wrist. We can’t 
send the U.S. House Sergeant of Arms 
down there to prosecute this kind of of-
fense. What happens is it plays itself 
out in the courts, and we’re going to 
see it. Everyone who’s regulated by 
this Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, they’re going to sue. Folks 
who are regulated by the NLRB, 
they’re going to sue. It’s going to go 
across the street to the United States 
Supreme Court to try to decide about 
this division of powers. And if it gets 
there, folks are going to decide in favor 
of the very plainly written words of the 
United States Constitution. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it doesn’t have to 
be like this. The President said I’m 
going to change the tone in Wash-
ington. The President said we can work 
together to implement an agenda for 
the American people. Mr. Speaker, you 
stand here ready to work. I stand here 
ready to work. And the President said: 
I can’t work with you, I’m going 
around you. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know who the 
President thinks we are, but I’m a 
mouthpiece for a million Americans 
back home in the Seventh District of 
Georgia. I come here with their hopes 
and dreams. You’re the voice of a mil-
lion constituents in your home State, 
Mr. Speaker, and you come here to do 
their bidding. The President isn’t fight-
ing with this House, the President is 
fighting with the American people. And 
I say to you, Mr. President, if you get 
on the wrong side—Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage you to share with the Presi-
dent—if he gets on the wrong side of 
the American people, he’s on the wrong 
side. 

b 1740 
We can work together, and we do 

work together. 
And I encourage folks to watch 2012. 

I had great hopes, Mr. Speaker, for 
what would happen in 2012. And the 
President’s very first act was not to 
work with Congress, but to go around 
Congress. The license plate of the vehi-
cle that ran over the Constitution, Mr. 
Speaker, it reads Illinois. And we have 
to stand up and reverse. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WOODALL. I thank the Speaker 
for the time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Ms. BERKLEY (at the request of Ms. 

PELOSI) for January 17 and today on ac-
count of a family illness. 

Mr. REYES (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of illness 
in family. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, January 19, 2012, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4597. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Ex-
tension of Temporary Registration of Munic-
ipal Advisors [Release No.: 34-66020; File No. 
S7-19-10] (RIN: 3235-AK69) received December 
29, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

4598. A letter from the Associate Chief, 
WTB, Federal Communications Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
National Environmental Policy Act Compli-
ance for Proposed Town Registrations, Ef-
fects of Communications Towers On Migra-
tory Birds [WT Docket No.: 08-61, WT Docket 
No. 03-187) received December 19, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

4599. A letter from the Deputy Bureau 
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Amending the Definition of Inter-
connected VoIP Service in Section 9.3 of the 
Commission’s Rules, Wireless E911 Location 
Accuracy Requirements, E911 Requirements 
for IP-Enabled Service Providers [GN Docket 
No.: 11-117] [PS Docket No.: 07-114] [WC 
Docket No.: 05-196] received December 19, 
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4600. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Addition of Certain Persons to 
the Entity List; and Implementation of Enti-
ty List Annual Review Changes [Docket No.: 
111202715-1724-01] (RIN: 0694-AF46) received 
December 14, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

4601. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 11-146, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4602. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 11-136, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4603. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 11-124, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4604. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Amendment to the International Traffic in 
Arms Regulations: Registration and Licens-

ing of Brokers, Brokering Activities, and Re-
lated Provisions (RIN: 1400-AC37) received 
December 19, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

4605. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Amendment to the International Traffic in 
Arms Regulations: Revision of U.S. Muni-
tions List Category VII (RIN: 1400-AC77) re-
ceived December 19, 2011, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

4606. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a notification pursuant to the 
Cooperative Threat Reduction Act of 1993; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4607. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Retirement Thrift Investment 
Board, transmitting the Board’s final rule — 
Correction of Administrative Errors; Court 
Orders and Legal Processes Affecting Thrift 
Savings Plan Accounts received December 
14, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

4608. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Atlantic Mackerel, 
Squid, and Butterfish Fisheries; Amendment 
11 [Docket No.: 0808041037-1649-02] (RIN: 0648- 
AX05) received December 29, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4609. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Revisions to 
Pacific Cod Fishing in the Parallel Fishery 
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Man-
agement Area [Docket No.: 110207103-1113-01] 
(RIN: 0648-AY65) received December 29, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

4610. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Modi-
fication of Class E Airspace; Driggs, ID 
[Docket No.: FAA-2011-0837; Airspace Docket 
No. 11-ANM-17] received December 14, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

4611. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Pacific Aerospace 
Limited Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2011- 
0971; Directorate Identifier 2011-CE-030-AD; 
Amendment 39-16862; AD 2011-23-11] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received December 14, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

4612. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the 
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Schedule for Rating Disabilities; 
Evaluation of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(RIN: 2900-AN60) received December 19, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

4613. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the 
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Loan Guaranty Revised Loan Modi-
fication Procedures (RIN: 2900-AN78) received 
December 19, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 
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