
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7362 December 20, 2012 
NO JUSTIFICATION TO CUT SOCIAL 

SECURITY BENEFITS 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Will seniors be 
pushed off the fiscal cliff? 

Social Security did not cause the def-
icit, but the White House’s plan to 
lower Social Security cost-of-living 
benefits could eventually reduce sen-
iors’ annual benefits by hundreds of 
dollars. The gimmick is called the 
chained Consumer Price Index. The 
chained CPI works this way: 

As the cost of living goes up, seniors 
inevitably turn to cheaper alter-
natives. For example, if seniors eat 
steak, but then can’t afford its higher 
price, they can switch to something 
cheaper—like cat food. The cost of liv-
ing calculation would chain to the 
cheaper item—cat food. So the less you 
pay for food, the less benefits you get. 

The chained CPI benefit cut will 
chain aging seniors to a poverty of 
choices, a lower standard of living with 
cheaper products. The chained CPI for-
mula doesn’t take into account seniors’ 
rising health care costs. If it did, bene-
fits would go up. 

There is no justification to cut Social 
Security benefits. ‘‘No’’ to throwing 
seniors off the fiscal cliff. ‘‘No’’ to a 
cat food Christmas. 

f 

DEMANDING THE TRUTH 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
just over 100 days ago, four Americans 
were murdered in cold blood during co-
ordinated terrorist attacks on the U.S. 
consulate in Benghazi, Libya. These at-
tacks were premeditated acts of war on 
America and the American way of life, 
committed by terrorists with ties to al 
Qaeda. 

This week, the Obama administra-
tion released a report as to exactly 
what happened surrounding these ter-
rorist attacks. This report confirmed 
what we already knew: there was no 
protest outside the consulate on Sep-
tember 11. It also cites systemic fail-
ures in Embassy security, putting in 
danger the lives of every person at the 
compound in Benghazi. 

This report is an important step to-
wards stopping another attack on 
America and American initiates over-
seas. But one thing remains clear: seri-
ous mistakes were made by senior offi-
cials here in Washington. Those mis-
takes cost American lives. There must 
be accountability. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR DANIEL 
INOUYE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Senator 
Inouye lies in state this morning. But 
as a young lieutenant platoon leader 
on a battlefield in Italy, even after 
being shot in the stomach by German 
machine-gun fire, he refused medical 
treatment and still managed to find 
the courage to destroy two machine- 
gun posts. Nearly losing consciousness 
from blood loss, he heroically charged 
a third machine-gun nest before having 
his right arm severed by a German gre-
nade. Somehow, even after those grave 
injuries, Daniel Inouye still found a 
way to toss a grenade that destroyed 
the third bunker. 

What an American. What a man who 
loved this country and stood for the 
values of diversity. He loved the inde-
pendence of the Congress, and he 
fought for it in the strength of our de-
mocracy and the values of America. 
His words were this: 

I represented the people of Hawaii and this 
Nation honestly and to the best of my abil-
ity. I think I did okay. 

To the Senator and your family, you 
did more than okay. To the Asian 
American community in Houston, 
Texas, and all of Texas, I want you to 
note this hero spoke volumes for what 
America is all about, that no matter 
where we’ve come from, we can stand 
equally under the sun. 

He thought of that and his beloved 
Hawaii as his final words, not only in 
representing Hawaii—‘‘aloha’’—but to 
America. 

Senator, we love you, and good-bye. 
What a great champion, a great war-
rior for peace, and one who represented 
all of us so well. 

f 

b 1210 

SUCCESS WITH THE NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today, the House will vote on 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act for 2013. Congratulations to House 
Armed Services Committee Chairman 
BUCK MCKEON and committee staff di-
rector Bob Simmons for their leader-
ship with this legislation promoting 
peace through strength. 

Our brave men and women in uni-
form, their families, and our veterans 
have earned the support and care they 
deserve by dedicating their lives to 
keep American families safe. The pas-
sage of today’s bill will provide for a 1.7 
percent troop pay increase, controlled 
copay rate increases for TRICARE 
beneficiaries, and institute new proce-
dures and regulations to combat and 
prosecute sexual assault within the 
military. 

It is my hope that this legislation 
will pass the House overwhelmingly 
this evening, receive full support in the 
Senate, and promptly arrive on the 
President’s desk for his signature. Our 
national security depends on it. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

GREAT LAKES RESTORATION 
INITIATIVE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the 
Great Lakes are our Nation’s greatest 
natural resource. They are the source 
of 95 percent of our surface freshwater 
and are directly connected to 1.5 mil-
lion jobs. 

Though efforts to protect and restore 
the Great Lakes have made great 
strides over the past several decades, 
many challenges remain. Invasive spe-
cies, pollution, and habitat loss in the 
Great Lakes have a negative effect on 
recreation and tourism, as well as on 
the general economy. 

I was pleased to sign a bipartisan let-
ter along with other Members of the 
House to request at least $300 million 
for the Great Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive in the President’s fiscal year 2014 
budget. 

Mr. Speaker, the Great Lakes Res-
toration Initiative has been invaluable 
in efforts to protect and restore the 
Great Lakes. I strongly encourage the 
President and my colleagues in Con-
gress to ensure that it is fully funded 
going forward. 

f 

FISCAL CLIFF 
(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, today, 
this body will take up legislation that 
will cut spending, replace the dan-
gerous defense sequester, and protect 
millions from the biggest tax hike our 
country has ever seen. This is a good 
first step. The costs are simply too 
high to go over the fiscal cliff. 

Earlier this week, the CPA Caucus 
met with former Comptroller David 
Walker to discuss what we truly need 
for meaningful, long-term reform. 
Walker proposed six basic principles 
that I want to share with this body 
today: 

1. Pro-Growth. Truly pro-growth 
policies will empower our small busi-
nesses rather than strangle them with 
taxes and regulations at every turn. 

2. Socially equitable. We’re in this 
together, and we cannot expect one in-
come bracket to bear the burden of 
solving all of our problems. 

3. Culturally acceptable. We need the 
support and backing of the American 
people to enact good solutions. 

4. Mathematically possible. We can-
not continue to ignore the bottom line. 
I’m a CPA. To me, it’s obvious that we 
have to balance our books. 

5. Politically feasible. Our solutions 
won’t always be perfect, but they have 
to be proposals both sides can agree on. 

6. Bipartisan support. We can agree 
to disagree on certain matters, but we 
must still work together. 
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These six principles can be our bridge 

forward. 
f 

HONORING NEW MEXICO SPEAKER 
OF THE HOUSE BEN LUJÁN 

(Mr. HEINRICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of New Mexico’s 
great leaders, New Mexico Speaker of 
the House Ben Luján, who passed away 
Tuesday night after his battle with 
lung cancer. Speaker Luján is the fa-
ther of our colleague, and my friend, 
Congressman BEN RAY LUJÁN. 

First elected to the State legislature 
in 1974, Ben Luján served as speaker of 
the house from 2001 until 2012. 
Throughout his tenure in the House, 
Speaker Luján showed that he was a 
champion for working families, a tire-
less advocate for his constituents, and 
an absolute master of legislative strat-
egy. 

At the beginning of this year, when 
Speaker Luján spoke to the legislature 
of his battle with cancer, he encour-
aged everyone to make their time on 
Earth worthwhile and to ‘‘make a dif-
ference for the children, our working 
families, and for the elderly.’’ Speaker 
Luján has inspired me and so many 
New Mexicans to do just that. Our good 
thoughts and prayers are with his wife 
Carmen, with BEN RAY, and with the 
rest of the Luján family. 

f 

BALANCING THE BUDGET 
(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, it 
seems there are those who still fail to 
realize that we cannot continue down 
this road of fiscal insanity. It isn’t pol-
itics; it’s math. Our spending is simply 
unsustainable, yet we have not seen a 
serious proposal from the White House 
to address our trillion-dollar deficits. 

The President thinks the answer is 
more taxes. But while the tax increases 
President Obama is calling for would 
hurt small businesses, they would have 
little effect in reducing our deficits. 
That is because our debt is being driv-
en by spending, plain and simple. 
Therefore, to solve our problem, we 
must implement serious spending cuts 
and reforms. 

The good news is this isn’t hard to 
do; we just have to look at the amount 
of revenue coming in and not spend 
more than that. Rather than spending 
more than we can afford, we must 
prioritize our spending. Hundreds of 
millions of Americans do this every 
day. If my constituents in Tennessee 
can balance their budgets, so can 
Washington. 

f 

HONORING REPRESENTATIVE 
ELTON GALLEGLY 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 

to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, down here in the 
well sometimes when you hear what we 
all say to each other you might think 
that we are not a very friendly bunch 
towards each other, but I want to let 
people know today that we actually 
have a lot of friendships here on this 
floor. I’m going to take the time this 
week before we break for Christmas to 
say goodbye to some of my friends who 
are leaving from Congress—especially 
from the Democratic side, but I have a 
particularly good friend on the other 
side, Congressman ELTON GALLEGLY. 

He has had a congressional career 
here for 25 years. He’s been a leader 
and a fierce defender of animal rights. 
With the successful passage of legisla-
tion that he recently sponsored, the 
creation and the sale of videos depict-
ing the torture of animals is forever il-
legal. Animal lovers across the country 
are thankful for his leadership on that. 

Though ELTON and I a lot of times 
disagree on a lot of things politically, 
we’ve become very close friends over 
the years. I have sought his guidance 
on many issues here, on foreign affairs, 
on transportation, and even on some 
outside things, outside of this, maybe 
even in my own personal life. 

So I want to thank him for being a 
good friend. I wish him a lot of luck in 
his next chapter of his life, and I just 
want to tell him that I will miss him. 

f 

HONORING JAY PIERSON 

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the distin-
guished career of someone who is a 
friend to me and my colleagues, and 
that’s Jay Pierson. 

For 34 years, Jay has been a main-
stay of the House and the floor. He 
began his congressional career back in 
1978 with then-Republican leader John 
Rhodes. Throughout his tenure, he has 
worked for Speakers Newt Gingrich, 
Dennis Hastert, and now JOHN BOEH-
NER. 

Since I came to the House in 2003, I 
have known Jay to be a true student of 
this institution. He has helped me per-
sonally—and countless other Mem-
bers—learn how this body works, and 
he has been quick to assist a Member 
with any question about the floor, or 
even a good book recommendation. 

Mr. Speaker, what most people may 
not know about Jay is that, in addition 
to a bachelor’s degree from Westmont 
College and a master’s degree from 
California State University, he earned 
his Ph.D. from the University of Mary-
land. 

In his upcoming retirement, I want 
to thank Jay for his service to this 
great institution. I wish he and his 
wife, JoAnne, all the best in their fu-
ture endeavors. My friend, Jay Pierson. 

PLAN B 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong opposition to the Repub-
lican so-called ‘‘Plan B’’ bill. Not only 
would it not address the so-called fiscal 
cliff—it’s really a human cliff—but it’s 
a pure political gimmick to distract 
from the Republicans’ failure to nego-
tiate in good faith. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot grow our 
economy or reduce our deficits by mak-
ing even more cuts on the backs of 
children, veterans, our seniors, our dis-
abled, and the millions of Americans in 
poverty. Low-income and middle-in-
come Americans have already been 
slammed by $1.5 trillion in cuts to the 
safety net, mind you, that they rely on 
every day. 

A fiscally responsible and balanced 
approach would be to immediately pass 
the $1.5 trillion in new revenue to 
match the cuts that we’ve already 
made, while protecting middle class 
tax cuts. 

Mr. Speaker, 98 percent of the Amer-
ican people have already paid their fair 
share; it’s time for the wealthiest 2 
percent to do the same. Let’s not for-
get the over 2 million who will lose 
their unemployment benefits December 
29. Mr. Speaker, please don’t let them 
fall off this human cliff during this hol-
iday season. We should extend this 
today. 

f 

b 1220 

THE FISCAL CLIFF 

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
we’ve reached the fiscal cliff not be-
cause we tax too little, but because we 
spend too much. We are focusing on 
whom to raise taxes and by how much. 
This debate really should be about out-
rageous spending. 

Many people believe that what’s hap-
pening in Greece cannot happen in the 
United States. But think about it, 
Greece kept borrowing and spending 
until eventually they couldn’t pay 
their public workers, take care of the 
elderly and the poor, or deliver any of 
the services they promised to its peo-
ple. The United States is headed down 
the very same path. 

We’ll be right back here having this 
same debate very soon if we don’t cut 
spending. Instead of discussing taxing 
the top 2 percent, the next time it will 
be the top 50 percent, and so on, until 
we are all being taxed—everyone—but 
spending so much that we still cannot 
meet our obligations. 

This debate should be about spend-
ing, not taxes, so that we can give the 
American people what they want—a 
strong economy and a guarantee that 
programs like Social Security and 
Medicare will remain intact. 
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