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energy production. The Budget also in-
vests in R&D to catalyze the next gen-
eration of clean energy technologies.
These investments will help us achieve
our goal of doubling the share of elec-
tricity from clean energy sources by
2035. By promoting American leader-
ship in advanced vehicle manufac-
turing, including funding to encourage
greater use of natural gas in the trans-
portation sector, the Budget will help
us reach our goal of reducing oil im-
ports by one-third by 2025 and position
the United States to become the first
country to have one million electric
vehicles on the road by 2015. We also
are working to decrease the amount of
energy used by commercial and indus-
trial buildings by 20 percent to com-
plement our ongoing efforts to improv-
ing the efficiency of the residential
sector. And we will work with the pri-
vate sector, utilities, and States to in-
crease the energy productivity of
American industries while investing in
the innovative processes and materials
that can dramatically reduce energy
use.

It is also time for government to do
its part to help make it easier for en-
trepreneurs, inventors, and workers to
grow their businesses and thrive in the
global economy. I am calling on Con-
gress to immediately begin work on
corporate tax reform that will close
loopholes, lower the overall rate, en-
courage investment here at home, sim-
plify taxes for America’s small busi-
nesses, and not add a dime to the def-
icit. Moreover, to further assist these
companies, we need a comprehensive
reorganization of the parts of the Fed-
eral Government that help businesses
grow and sell their products abroad. If
given consolidation authority—which
Presidents had for most of the 20th
century—I will propose to consolidate
six agencies into one Department, sav-
ing money, and making it easier for all
companies—especially small busi-
nesses—get the help they need to
thrive in the world economy.

Finally, this Budget advances the na-
tional security interests of the United
States, including the security of the
American people, the prosperity and
trade that creates American jobs, and
support for universal values around the
world. It increases funding for the dip-
lomatic efforts that strengthen the al-
liances and partnerships that improve
international cooperation in meeting
shared challenges, open new markets
to American exports, and promote de-
velopment. It invests in the intel-
ligence and homeland security capa-
bilities to detect, prevent, and defend
against terrorist attacks against our
country.

As we implement our new defense
strategy, my Administration will in-
vest in the systems and capabilities we
need so that our Armed Forces are con-
figured to meet the challenges of the
coming decade. We will continue to in-
vest in improving global health and
food security so that we address the
root causes of conflict and security
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threats. And we will keep faith with
our men and women in uniform, their
families, and veterans who have served
their Nation.

These proposals will take us a long
way towards strengthening the middle
class and giving families the sense of
security they have been missing for too
long. But in the end, building an econ-
omy that works for everyone will re-
quire all of us to take responsibility.
Parents will need to take greater re-
sponsibility for their children’s edu-
cation. Homeowners will have to take
more responsibility when it comes to
buying a house or taking out a loan.
Businesses will have to take responsi-
bility for doing right by their workers
and our country. And those of us in
public service will need to keep finding
ways to make government more effi-
cient and more effective.

Understanding and honoring the obli-
gations we have to ourselves and each
other is what has made this country
great. We look out for each other, pull
together, and do our part. But Ameri-
cans also deserve to know that their
hard work will be rewarded.

This Budget is a step in the right di-
rection. And I hope it will help serve as
a roadmap for how we can grow the
economy, create jobs, and give Ameri-
cans everywhere the security they de-
serve.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 13, 2012.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
0 1647
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. McCLINTOCK) at 4 o’clock
and 47 minutes p.m.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

————
JOHN J. COOK POST OFFICE

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2079) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 10 Main Street in East Rock-
away, New York, as the ‘“John J. Cook
Post Office”.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2079

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JOHN J. COOK POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10
Main Street in East Rockaway, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘John
J. Cook Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘John J. Cook Post Of-
fice”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2079,
introduced by the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MCCARTHY) would des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 10 Main
Street in East Rockaway, New York, as
the John J. Cook Post Office. The bill
was introduced in June of this year and
was favorably reported by the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform on November 3 of last year.

Mr. Speaker, John J. Cook served the
community of East Rockaway, New
York, for more than six decades, work-
ing as a letter carrier at the facility to
be named after him. Serving his com-
munity for 60 years and 4 months, Mr.
Cook went above and beyond to serve
his neighbors and exemplified profes-
sionalism and courtesy each and every
day on the job.

Mr. Cook delivered mail on the same
route for nearly all of his 60 years on
the job and, according to many in his
community, he continually touched
the lives of countless people spanning
many generations.

According to one East Rockaway
resident, he was quite simply ‘‘the
best.”” He knew all of his customers
very well and gave personalized service
throughout his career. The resident
went on to say that, you know what,
“they just don’t make people like him
anymore.”’

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Cook passed
away in 2005 at the age of 78. He left be-
hind his wife, Roberta, and many who
will miss this true public servant and
model postal employee.

I urge all Members to join me in
naming the postal facility in East
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Rockaway, New York, after John J.
Cook, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, as a member
of the Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee, I am pleased to join
my colleagues in the consideration of
H.R. 2079, a bill to designate the facil-
ity of the U.S. Postal Service located
at 10 Main Street in East Rockaway,
New York, as the ‘“John J. Cook Post
Office.”

The measure before us was intro-
duced by Representative CAROLYN
McCARTHY on June 1, 2011. In accord-
ance with the committee requirements,
H.R. 2079 is cosponsored by all mem-
bers of the New York delegation. It was
reported out of the committee by unan-
imous consent on November 3, 2011.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to yield as much time as she may
consume to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MCCARTHY).

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I'd like to thank, certainly,
Mr. KELLY from Pennsylvania and Mr.
CLAY from Missouri for helping me get
this through the committee, and I ap-
preciate that.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
Mr. John J. Cook, a World War II vet-
eran, a model American postal worker,
and an integral member of the East
Rockaway community. I also want to
thank senior Councilman Anthony
Santino for bringing this to my atten-
tion.

Mr. Cook, a resident of my district,
began working for the East Rockaway
Post Office on January 8, 1944. For the
next 60 years he served our East Rock-
away community as a letter carrier
who exemplified the American work
ethic, displaying professionalism, cour-
tesy and tireless dedication.

After serving in World War II in the
Pacific theater, Mr. Cook began work-
ing for the local post office and quickly
became an integral part of the East
Rockaway community. Day in and day
out, for more than 60 years, Mr. Cook
took pride in his work, delivering the
mail to the East Rockaway community
in a timely and efficient manner.

He tailored his deliveries to the wish-
es of each individual customer. For ex-
ample, he would make sure that impor-
tant messages such as a wedding invi-
tation or college acceptance letters
were placed on the top of the day’s
mail for that customer.

Mr. Cook would go above and beyond
his expected duties. At times, he even
would cancel his family vacations be-
cause the post office needed him for a
last-minute shift.

As public servants, we can recognize
the importance of dedication, hard
work, and service to one’s community.
It is only fitting and proper that the
United States Government and Postal
Service take the opportunity to honor
a great man like Mr. Cook. He truly
was a great American.

Mr. Cook exemplified these values on
a daily basis and became an esteemed
member of our East Rockaway commu-
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nity. He watched the children of his
customers grow up and marry and have
their own children.

To rename the post office in Mr.
Cook’s honor will be a well-deserved
tribute to a World War II veteran and
a model public servant; and I hope my
colleagues join me in supporting H.R.
2079 in honor of Mr. John J. Cook.

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
other speakers at the moment, and I
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker I have no fur-
ther speakers and am ready to close, if
that’s okay with the gentleman from
Pennsylvania.

Having no additional speakers, I,
once again, urge adoption of H.R. 2079.
I also ask that we keep the example of
Mr. Cook’s career in mind as we work
together to craft what should be bipar-
tisan legislation to ensure that the in-
stitution Mr. Cook loved so much, the
United States Postal Service, can con-
tinue to serve our Nation so well.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I urge all
Members to support the passage of H.R.
2079, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
KELLY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2079.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————

LANCE CORPORAL MATTHEW P.
PATHENOS POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3247) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1100 Town and Country Com-
mons in Chesterfield, Missouri, as the
“Lance Corporal Matthew P. Pathenos
Post Office Building™’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3247

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LANCE CORPORAL MATTHEW P.
PATHENOS POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1100
Town and Country Commons in Chesterfield,
Missouri, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“‘Lance Corporal Matthew P. Pathenos
Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Lance Corporal Mat-
thew P. Pathenos Post Office Building”’.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3247,
introduced by the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) would designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 1100 Town and Coun-
try Commons in Chesterfield, Missouri,
as the ‘“Lance Corporal Matthew P.
Pathenos Post Office Building.”’

The bill is cosponsored by the entire
Missouri State delegation and was re-
ported favorably by the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform on
November 3 of last year.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper
that we name this post office in Ches-
terfield, Missouri, for Marine Corps
Lance Corporal Pathenos, a true Amer-
ican hero who gave his life coura-
geously defending freedom. More than
a selfless marine, Mr. Speaker, Lance
Corporal Pathenos was a loving son,
brother, and friend.

As one of his fellow marines reflected
after his tragic passing, the best thing
about Matt was his ability to wake up
every day with a smile and hold it all
day long. Even while in the midst of
war, Lance Corporal Pathenos strove
to bring joy to his fellow marines and
friends. That’s just the kind of guy
that he was; and for his service and
sacrifice, Mr. Speaker, we are truly
grateful.

I now yield as much time as he may
consume to my distinguished friend
and colleague from the State of Mis-
souri and the sponsor of this legisla-
tion, Mr. AKIN.

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of H.R. 3247, a bill I
introduced on the life of Matthew P.
Pathenos by designating the post office
in Chesterfield, Missouri, as the Lance
Corporal Matthew P. Pathenos Post Of-
fice Building.

A resident of Baldwin, Missouri,
Lance Corporal Matthew Pathenos was
part of the 3rd Battalion, 24th Marine
Regiment, 4th Marine Division of the
Marine Forces Reserve. On February 7,
2007, Lance Corporal Pathenos was
killed during combat operations in the
al Anbar province of Iraq.

Matthew was often described by fam-
ily and friends as a friendly young man
who always had a joke to tell and a
smile on his face. Matthew decided to
g0 join the military in order to follow
his older brother into his country’s
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