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over-the-counter CFC epinephrine in-
halers, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 229, nays
182, not voting 20, as follows:

[Roll No. 623]

YEAS—229
Aderholt Garrett Olson
Alexander Gibbs Palazzo
Altmire Gingrey (GA) Pascrell
Bachmann Gohmert Paul
Bachus Goodlatte Pearce
Barletta Gosar Peters
Barrow Gowdy Peterson
Barton (TX) Granger Petri
Bass (NH) Graves (GA) Platts
Benishek Graves (MO) Poe (TX)
Berg Green, Gene Pompeo
Biggert Griffith (VA) Posey
Bilbray Grimm Price (GA)
Bilirakis Guinta Quayle
Bishop (UT) Guthrie Reed
Black Hall Rehberg
Blackburn Hanna Reichert
Bonner Harper Renacci
Boren Harris Richmond
Boustany Hartzler Rigell
Brady (TX) Hastings (WA) Rivera
Brooks Hensarling Roe (TN)
Broun (GA) Herger Rogers (AL)
Buchanan Herrera Beutler  Rogers (KY)
Bucshon Huelskamp Rogers (MI)
Buerkle Huizenga (MI) Rohrabacher
Burgess Hultgren Rokita
Calvert Hunter Ros-Lehtinen
Camp Issa Roskam
Campbell Jenkins Royce
Canseco Johnson (OH) Runyan
Cantor Johnson, Sam Ryan (OH)
Capuano Jones Ryan (WI)
Carter Kelly Sanchez, Loretta
Chabot Kildee Scalise
Clay King (IA) Schilling
Cleaver King (NY) Schmidt
Clyburn Kingston Schock
Coble Kinzinger (IL) Schweikert
Coffman (CO) Kissell Scott (SC)
Cole Kline Scott, Austin
Conaway Lamborn Sensenbrenner
Costa Lance Sessions
Cravaack Landry Shimkus
Crawford Lankford Shuler
Critz Larson (CT) Shuster
Crowley Latham Simpson
Cuellar LaTourette Smith (NE)
Culberson Latta Smith (NJ)
Curson (MI) Lewis (CA) Smith (TX)
DeFazio LoBiondo Southerland
Denham Long Stearns
Dent Lucas Stivers
DesdJarlais Lungren, Daniel  Stutzman
Diaz-Balart E. Sullivan
Dingell Manzullo Terry
Donnelly (IN) Marchant Thompson (PA)
Doyle Marino Thornberry
Dreier Massie Tiberi
Duffy Matheson Tipton
Duncan (SC) McCaul Towns
Duncan (TN) McClintock Turner (NY)
Ellmers McHenry Turner (OH)
Emerson McIntyre Upton
Engel McKeon Walberg
Farenthold McKinley Walden
Fincher McMorris Walsh (IL)
Flake Rodgers Webster
Fleischmann Mica West
Fleming Miller (MI) Whitfield
Flores Miller, Gary Wilson (SC)
Forbes Mulvaney Wittman
Fortenberry Murphy (PA) Wolf
Foxx Myrick Womack
Franks (AZ) Neugebauer Yoder
Frelinghuysen Noem Young (AK)
Gardner Nunes Young (IN)
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NAYS—182
Ackerman Gutierrez Olver
Adams Hahn Owens
Amash Hanabusa Pallone
Amodei Hastings (FL) Pastor (AZ)
Andrews Hayworth Paulsen
Baca Heck Payne
Baldwin Heinrich Pelosi
Barber Higgins Perlmutter
Bags (CA) Himes Pingree (ME)
Becerra Hinchey Polis
Berkley Hinojosa Price (NC)
Bgrman Hirono Quigley
B}shop (GA) Hochul Rahall
Bishop (NY) Holt Rangel
Blumer}a}ler Honda Ribble
Bonamici Hoyer Richardson
Boswell Hurt Roby
Brady (PA) Israel Rooney
Braley (IA) Jackson Lee Ross (FL)
Brown (FL) (TX) Rothman (NJ)
Butterfield Johnson (GA)
Capito Johnson, E. B Roybal-Allard
T Ruppersberger
Capps Jordan R
ush
Carnahan Kaptur P .
Carney Keating Sanchez, Linda
° T
Carson (IN) Kind Sari)anes
Cassidy Kucinich Schakowsky
Castor (FL) Labrador .
Chaffetz Langevin Schiff
Schrader
Chandler Larsen (WA)
Chu Lee (CA) Schwartz
Cicilline Levin Scott WA),
Clarke (MI) Lewis (GA) Scott, David
Clarke (NY) Lipinski Serrano
Cohen Loebsack Sewell
Connolly (VA) Lofgren, Zoe Sherman
Conyers Lowey Sires
Cooper Luetkemeyer Slaughter
Courtney Lujan Smith (WA)
Crenshaw Lummis Speier
Cummings Lynch Stark
Davis (CA) Maloney Sutton
Davis (IL) Markey Thompson (CA)
DeGette Matsui Thompson (MS)
DeLauro McCarthy (NY)  Tierney
DelBene McCollum Tonko
Deutch McDermott Tsongas
Doggett McGovern Van Hollen
Dold McNerney Velazquez
Edwards Meehan Visclosky
Ellison Meeks Walz (MN)
Farr Michaud Wasserman
Fattah Miller (FL) Schultz
Fitzpatrick Miller (NC) Watt
Frank (MA) Miller, George Waxman
Fudge Moore Welch
Garamendi Moran Westmoreland
Gerlach Murphy (CT) Wilson (FL)
Gibson Nadler Woodall
Gonzalez Napolitano Woolsey
Green, Al Neal Yarmuth
Grijalva Nugent Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—20
Akin Eshoo Nunnelee
Austria Gallegly Pence
Bartlett Griffin (AR) Pitts
Bono Mack Holden Reyes
Burton (IN) Johnson (IL) Ross (AR)
Costello Mack Waters
Dicks McCarthy (CA)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the motion was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———
APOLOGY TO MR. HENSARLING

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this year I was very
critical of some actions that were
taken by the Republican leadership in-
volving sponsorship of a bill. It is not
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my intention to rehash that. But in the
course of a discussion, which was fairly
spirited, I accused the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) of having said
something that wasn’t accurate. I have
had a conversation with Mr. HEN-
SARLING, and I believe I said that un-
fairly to him.

I continue to be critical of what hap-
pened, and again I don’t want to get
into it, but I now believe that I inac-
curately imputed the complaints that I
had and the actions to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING). So I
wish to apologize to him for having in-
accurately accused him of doing some-
thing that he informs me that he did
not do, and I believe him.

———

AMERICA’S SUPPORT SHOULD LIE
WITH THE SAHRAWI PEOPLE

(Mr. RIVERA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RIVERA. Mr. Speaker, like all of
us in Congress, I believe in the great-
ness of the American people and the
preeminence of our principles and
rights that have made America a bea-
con of hope and freedom, but there are
still many around the world who yearn
for basic human liberties.

The Sahrawi people of Western Sa-
hara have been trapped in oppressive
conditions for over 30 years, with the
support of the corrupt Algerian Gov-
ernment and its puppet regime, the
Polisario Front.

The Polisario Front has instituted
mass Kkidnappings of Sahrawis from
their homes into the Tindouf region in
western Algeria. The majority of these
refugees have remained warehoused
and imprisoned in Tindouf’s sprawling
camps for 35 years.

The Polisario collaborates with the
likes of Cuba, whose military rations
food in the camps in exchange for loy-
alty to the regime and indoctrinates
children who have been stolen from
their parents, all while partnering with
al Qaeda and the Maghreb.

The Government of Morocco has ad-
vanced an autonomy plan, which I will
submit at a later time, that addresses
these issues with a clear and demo-
cratic solution to the long, drawn-out
Sahara crisis. This is where America’s
support should lie.

Mr. Speaker, the United States can
and must continue to advance funda-
mental human rights, freedom, and de-
mocracy as we, in this Chamber, con-
tinue to work together for peace, jus-
tice, and human dignity in the Western
Sahara.

——————

RECOGNIZING DEPARTING MEM-
BERS OF THE CALIFORNIA DELE-
GATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PALAZZO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) is recognized for 60
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minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with my col-
leagues to pay special tribute to sev-
eral members of the California Demo-
cratic delegation whose service in Con-
gress is shortly coming to an end.

These six members served this House
and their constituents with distinction
and dedication, and they deserve our
admiration and gratitude for the hard
work that they have done on behalf of
California and our country: Represent-
ative JOE BAcA, who was elected in
2002, served for 10 years from the 43rd
Congressional District; Representative
HOWARD BERMAN, who was elected in
1982, served for 30 years, most recently
from the 28th District; Representative
Bob Filner, sworn in this month as
mayor of San Diego, was elected in 1992
and served for 20 years from the b5lst
District; Representative LAURA RICH-
ARDSON was elected in 2007 and served
for 5 years from the 37th District; Rep-
resentative PETE STARK, the outgoing
dean of our delegation, was elected in
1972, and served for more than 40 years
from the 13th District; and Representa-
tive LYNN WOOLSEY, who was elected in
1992 and served for 20 years for the
Sixth Congressional District.
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There is much that can be said about
the distinguished careers of our depart-
ing colleagues, but I'd like to offer a
few remarks about the work that I
have personally joined them in during
their time here in the Congress.

Representative HOWARD BERMAN has
served in the House for 30 years, and I
am honored to name him among my
closest friends in this body. During his
service, he has worked on a wide vari-
ety of issues, but he was especially
known as the champion of human
rights and for standing up for the mid-
dle class, for the working class, and for
the poor in our country.

As the chair of the Foreign Affairs
Committee from 2007 to 2010, Mr. BER-
MAN made great progress on behalf of
the less fortunate. He was a leader in
securing the reauthorization of our
global HIV/AIDS program to help pro-
vide access and preventative services
and treatment for millions around the
globe. He also authored legislation re-
moving Nelson Mandela and other
members of the African National Con-
gress from the U.S. terrorism list, on
which they had been unjustly placed
for many years. Finally, he was a lead-
er in raising concerns about human
rights abuses by autocratic govern-
ments around the world. Particularly,
he was a key leader in bringing addi-
tional disclosure to the trade in con-
flict minerals that has financed the on-
going violence in the Congo.

Mr. BERMAN will be remembered as a
strong friend of Israel. He was pas-
sionate about the need to achieve a
lasting peace in the Middle East, and
through his work, he forged a broader
coalition on behalf of Israel in the
House of Representatives.
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Also, I want to recognize Mr. BER-
MAN’s work on behalf of immigration
and the treatment of those who have
immigrated to this country and his
work on behalf of migrant workers and
farm workers all across the United
States. For that effort, he received the
first annual Farmworker Justice
Award by the Farmworker Justice
Fund in 2000.

Like Mr. BERMAN, our dean, Con-
gressman PETE STARK, has spent his
entire distinguished career in Congress
advocating on behalf of those whose
voices were often drowned out in Wash-
ington by the influence of the moneyed
interests.

Over the last 40 years, Congressman
STARK has been one of the foremost ad-
vocates in the effort to ensure that all
Americans are able to access quality,
affordable health insurance. I am hon-
ored to have been one of the three prin-
cipal coauthors in the House of the his-
toric Affordable Care Act, which will
provide access to quality insurance for
nearly every single American. I can
personally attest to the critical and
key role that Mr. STARK played in
drafting that law and making sure that
the law provides needed relief for work-
ing families.

This was a crucial accomplishment,
yvet it was far from Mr. STARK’s only
accomplishment in the field of health
care. As the former chair and ranking
Democrat on the Ways and Means
Health Subcommittee for many years,
he was a leader on health care reform.

He was the lead author of the origi-
nal COBRA insurance bill, which en-
sured that workers faced with losing
their jobs would not also immediately
lose access to needed health insurance.
Those of us who have gone through this
recent downturn and recession in this
country know from the testimony of
our constituents how vital the access
to COBRA health insurance is to the
health security of their families and to
the financial security of their families.
He also pioneered the efforts to make
modern IT systems available and ac-
quired within the health care systems
of this country that will help us im-
prove the outcomes of health care and
that will, hopefully, drive down the
cost of health care, allowing for the
provision of better care for patients.

He, I think along with Sam Gibbons
from Florida, pioneered the idea that
there should be Medicare for all. He
beat on that drum for a very long time,
and it was the right drum to beat on. It
wasn’t achieved, but it did lead to the
improvement of health care and to the
passage of the Affordable Care Act.

He has also been, obviously, a fear-
less campaigner on behalf of fairness in
our Tax Code. It’s unfortunate that he
is retiring from the Congress. Since
1986, we’ve addressed this issue, and
maybe there will finally be a chance to
get something done in the next Con-
gress, but he paved the way on so many
of these issues.

Finally, in my remarks at this mo-
ment, I would like to highlight the
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work of an outstanding Democrat on
the Subcommittee on Workforce Pro-
tections of the Education and the
Workforce Committee, Congresswoman
LYNN WOOLSEY.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY is a friend
of working families everywhere. She
knows her struggles. Four decades ago,
she was a single working mother who
was supporting three children. She
knows what it is like to worry about
the economic security of families.
Later, as a human resources manager,
she saw how important employee bene-
fits were to workers in good times and
in bad—things that working families
are still fighting for, like paid leave,
paid sick leave, a secure retirement,
and health care.

Serving as chair and ranking member
of the Workforce Protections Sub-
committee, LYNN WOOLSEY was instru-
mental in helping to get the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act signed into
law, and she successfully fought for
new family leave protections for mili-
tary families dealing with a military
deployment or injury. LYNN WOOLSEY
was a partner to ensure that coal min-
ers are kept safe and healthy on the
job. She even went underground in the
coal mine with our late colleague Don-
ald Payne in order to acquire firsthand
knowledge of how the workplace works
and the environment in which those
miners go to work every day.

In the classroom, LYNN WOOLSEY con-
tinued to fight for women and working
families. She was a tough advocate,
making sure that women were rep-
resented in the STEM field careers and
that young women had access to the
sciences and to technology and to math
and to engineering. LYNN WOOLSEY
worked to ensure that kids had access
to an early education, to a well-round-
ed curriculum, and to services that met
their social and emotional needs.

American families have benefited
from LYNN WOOLSEY’s fierce advocacy.
That’s our advocate, LYNN. I will miss
her contributions on the Education
Committee in the years to come.

She has also fought tirelessly to pro-
tect the environment, most especially
the Marin and Sonoma Coast and the
San Francisco Bay. Hopefully, the
President will follow her lead and will
designate further protections of our
ocean and marine habitat in that area
of our very precious coast.

I, for one, am very grateful to these
Members for the work that they have
done for America’s middle class and for
those who struggle to join our middle
class, for the work that they have done
on behalf of their constituents and on
behalf of the citizens of this country.
They all came here to achieve success
on behalf of their constituents and on
behalf of this country, and they have
succeeded. I want to thank them so
very much for their service, for their
sacrifice, for their ingenuity, for their
innovation, and I would say, with re-
gard to these three, for their spirited,
tough, harsh, relentless pursuit of what
they believed in terms of public policy.
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On my own behalf, on behalf of our
delegation, and on behalf of the tens of
millions of constituents that we rep-
resent in California, I want to thank
Representatives BACA, BERMAN, Filner,
RICHARDSON, STARK, and WOOLSEY for
their service and their dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today with my colleagues
to pay a special tribute to several members of
the California Democratic Congressional Dele-
gation whose service in Congress is shortly
coming to an end.

These six Members served this House and
their constituents with distinction and dedica-
tion and they deserve our admiration and grat-
itude for the hard work that they have done on
behalf of California and our country.

Rep. JOE BACA, who was elected in 2002
and served for 10 years from the 43rd Con-
gressional District; Rep. HOWARD BERMAN,
who was elected in 1982 and served for 30
years, most recently from the 28th District;
Rep. Bob Filner, sworn in this month as mayor
of San Diego and who was elected in 1992,
served for 20 years from the 51st District;
Rep. LAURA RICHARDSON, who was elected in
2007 and served for five years from the 37th
District; Rep. PETE STARK, the outgoing dean
of our delegation, who was elected in 1972
and served for 40 years from the 13th District;
and Rep. LYNN WOOLSEY, who was elected in
1992 and served for 20 years from the 6th
Congressional District.

There is much that could be said about the
distinguished careers of these departing col-
leagues, but | would like to offer a few re-
marks about the work that | have personally
joined them in doing.

Mr. BERMAN has served in the House for 30
years and | am honored to name him among
my closest friends in this body.

During his service, he has worked on a wide
variety of issues, but he is especially known
as a champion for human rights and for stand-
ing up for the middle class, for the working
class and for the poor in our country.

As the Chair of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee in 2007 through 2010, Mr. BERMAN
made great progress on behalf of the less for-
tunate. He was a leader in securing reauthor-
ization of our global HIV/AIDS program to help
provide access to preventative services and
treatment for millions around the globe.

He also authored legislation removing Nel-
son Mandela and other members of the Afri-
can National Congress from the U.S. terrorism
list, on which they were unjustly placed on for
many years.

Finally, he has been a leader in raising con-
cerns about human rights abuses by auto-
cratic governments around the world. In par-
ticular, he was a key leader in bringing addi-
tional disclosure to the trade in conflict min-
erals that have financed ongoing violence in
the Congo.

Mr. BERMAN will be remembered as a strong
friend of Israel who was passionate about the
need to achieve a lasting peace in the Middle
East. His vast knowledge of and experience
with world affairs has been an asset to Con-
gress and the Administration and the Amer-
ican people and | expect that we will continue
to benefit from his experience in the years to
come.

Meanwhile, Mr. BERMAN has also been a
leader on a number of issues through his long
tenure on the Judiciary Committee. | would
particularly like to call attention to his efforts to
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establish a more humane immigration system.
He has fought to ensure that people who
come to our country in search of a better life
and to achieve the American Dream are treat-
ed with respect and are given the opportunity
to use their talents to better themselves and
their communities.

For these efforts, he was appropriately
awarded the First Annual Farmworker Justice
Award by the Farmworker Justice Fund in
2000.

Like Mr. BERMAN, our Dean, Mr. STARK has
spent his entire distinguished career in Con-
gress advocating on behalf of those whose
voices are too often drowned out in Wash-
ington by the influence of the moneyed inter-
ests.

Over the last 40 years, Mr. STARK has been
one of the foremost advocates in the effort to
ensure that all Americans are able to access
quality, affordable health insurance. | am hon-
ored to have been one of the three principal
co-authors in the House of the historic Afford-
able Care Act, which will provide access to
quality insurance for nearly every single Amer-
icans. | can personally attest to the critical and
key role that Mr. STARK played in drafting that
law and making sure that the law provides
needed relief for working families.

That was a crucial accomplishment, yet it
was far from Mr. STARK’s only accomplishment
in the health care field. As the former chair
and ranking Democrat on the Ways and
Means Health Subcommittee for many years,
he has been a leader on health care reform.

He was the lead author of the original
COBRA insurance bill, which ensured that
workers faced with losing their jobs would not
also immediately lose access to needed health
insurance. Additionally, his legislation to im-
prove our health IT system was incorporated
into the 2009 Recovery Act, which is already
helping improve the cost and quality of health
care in communities across the country.

And he founded the idea of using Medicare
as a model for national health insurance for all
Americans, not just for seniors. He was ahead
of his time when he first proposed this idea
but he was right on track.

Mr. STARK has also been a champion on the
Ways and Means Committee for tax fairness.
He was one of the leaders in shaping the bi-
partisan, landmark 1986 tax reform bill. Ever
since, he has been a leader in keeping up the
fight to see that that our tax code does not
benefit Wall Street CEOs at the expense of
working families. He will be the first to admit
that he has not always won those fights, and
any examination of the tax code that needs to
be reformed is proof of that. But he always
fought for average Americans and he de-
serves our appreciation for doing so.

Finally, | want to highlight the work of the
outstanding Senior Democrat on the Sub-
committee on Workforce Protections, Ms.
WOOLSEY.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY is a friend of
working families everywhere. She knows their
struggles. Four decades ago, she was a sin-
gle-working mother, supporting three children.
She knows what it's like to worry about the
economic security of families. Later as a
human resource manager, she saw how im-
portant employee benefits were for workers in
good times and bad. Things that working fami-
lies are still fighting for, like paid leave, paid
sick days, a secure retirement and health
care.
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Serving as the chair and ranking member of
the Workforce Protections Subcommittee,
Rep. WOOLSEY was instrumental in helping to
get the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act signed into
law and successfully fought for new family
leave protections for military families dealing
with a military deployment or injury.

Rep. WOOLSEY was a partner to ensure min-
ers are kept safe and healthy on the job. She
even went underground in a coal mine with
our late-colleague Rep. Donald Payne to ac-
quire first-hand knowledge of how that work-
place works.

In the classroom, Rep. WOOLSEY continued
to fight for women and working families. She
advocated for women to be represented in
STEM careers. And, Rep. WOOLSEY worked to
ensure kids had access to an early education,
a well-rounded curriculum, and services that
met their social and emotional needs.

American families have benefited from Rep.
LYNN WOOLSEY’s fierce advocacy but | will
miss her contributions on the Education and
Workforce Committee in the years to come.

She has also fought tirelessly to protect the
environment, most especially the Marin and
Sonoma coast and the San Francisco Bay.
She worked to protect our oceans and marine
habitat—and to support all of the jobs that are
associated with a healthy ocean and thriving
fisheries. And she has been a great partner in
our efforts to ensure that California’s rivers
and the Bay-Delta are managed sustainably.

I, for one, am grateful to these Members for
the work they have done for America’s middle
class and for those who struggle to join it.

The wealthy and powerful have always had
a lot of friends in Washington. Apparently it is
not hard to be on their side. But the middle
class and the working class and the poor have
not always been so lucky, not always ending
up on the winning side of the ledger in Wash-
ington Policy fights. But they should know that
these departing Members have always fought
for what is right for our economy and for our
country.

On my own behalf, and on behalf of our del-
egation and the tens of millions of constituents
we represent in California, | thank Reps.
BACA, BERMAN, Filner, RICHARDSON, STARK
and WOOLSEY for their service and their dedi-
cation.

It is my pleasure to recognize other mem-
bers of our delegation who wish to speak this
afternoon.

Now I would like to recognize other
members of our delegation for the pur-
poses of receiving their remarks.

Mr. Honda.

Mr. HONDA. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart
but with great admiration that I rise
today to remember and to thank my
departing California Democratic col-
leagues whose service will be concluded
at the end of the 112th Congress.

PETE STARK, the outgoing dean of our
delegation, is well-known for speaking
his mind and for standing up for what
he believes in while giving a voice to
the concerns of many who often feel as
though they have none.

He has helped millions of Americans
keep their health insurance coverage
after leaving their jobs. He ensured
that people who visit emergency rooms
receive help regardless of their ability
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to pay, and he promoted innovations in
health information technology and the
Affordable Care Act. He enacted legis-
lation to increase the number of com-
puters in our schools. He has been a
champion on broad environmental
issues, such as battling ozone depletion
and carbon emissions, and he has been
a committed proponent of peace. I am
honored to be inheriting portions of
PETE’S district in Newark and Fre-
mont, and hope to continue his legacy
of service to those communities.

A brief word on his son, ‘“‘Fish,” who
wrote and had published an op-ed piece
which indicated to the constituents the
true side, the real side, of PETE STARK,
his father.

HOWARD BERMAN is widely known as
a leader on Foreign Affairs. What will
stand out in my mind, however, is his
help, while chairman of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs, in moving through
the committee and the House H. Res.
121. It was a resolution calling upon
Japan to apologize and to acknowledge
the tragedy endured at the hands of its
Imperial Army during World War II by
over 200,000 women in Asia who were
forced into sexual slavery. HOWARD
shares my commitment to achieving
justice for those who have suffered
atrocities in the past. His leadership
will be missed. I also want to thank
him for his leadership on the issue of
Pat Tillman, a soldier who, it was said,
lost his life in a firefight when, in fact,
he was killed through fratricide. I ap-
preciate that.
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LYNN WOOLSEY came to Congress
with a compelling story about how,
with a helping hand from her govern-
ment, she was able to raise three chil-
dren by herself and have a successful
career serving the people of Marin and
Sonoma counties. She has been a tire-
less voice for family-friendly policies,
for protecting the coastline of northern
California, and for bringing our troops
home and ending the misguided wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. LYNN was a lead-
er of the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, and I call her the mom of the
Progressive Caucus. With her pas-
sionate voice on progressive issues, she
will be missed. Her leadership will be
missed, and there will be a great vacu-
um for us to fill in the future.

Bob Filner played a central role in
the years-long odyssey to secure a
measure of justice for Filipino veterans
who fought alongside U.S. troops in
World War II but were denied benefits
they earned through their service.
After the war, the United States Con-
gress broke the promise it had made to
these veterans. For decades to follow,
they struggled to secure fair treatment
similar to that afforded to the men
who fought alongside them. As chair-
man of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, Bob Filner was in the middle of
this fight. I wish him well as he moves
on to a new phase of his service to the
people of San Diego.

JOSE BACA, or JOE BACA, has been a
friend of mine for a long time, since
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school boards and other elected offices,
but especially since we served together
in the California State Assembly to the
Halls of Congress. JOE was chairman of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus
while I was chairman of CAPAC, Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Cau-
cus, and we stood together to fight
against harmful English-only and anti-
immigrant legislation and amend-
ments. We also share a commitment to
protecting the rights of Native Ameri-
cans, particularly tribal sovereignty.
JOE has been a good friend, and I’ll
miss seeing him regularly on the House
floor, but perhaps in a couple of years,
we may see him again.

I will also miss LAURA RICHARDSON,
whom I have had the pleasure of work-
ing with as a member of CAPAC on
anti-bullying issues and in the fight to
ensure that LGBT families are recog-
nized in our immigration laws.

Dennis Cardoza, our friend who had
the dubious honor of taking over my
office in 503 Cannon when he first got
here as I moved to slightly larger ac-
commodations. He was a strong voice
on behalf of his Central Valley con-
stituents.

We also are bidding farewell to a
large number of our California Repub-
lican colleagues who have served for
many years—BRIAN BILBRAY, MARY
BONO MACK, DAVID DREIER, ELTON
GALLEGLY, WALLY HERGER, JERRY
LEWIS, and DAN LUNGREN. While we all
certainly haven’t agreed on many pol-
icy issues over the years, I know that
they were as committed to their con-
stituents as I am. And I thank all of
them, my California colleagues who
will be leaving at the end of the 112th
Congress, for their service and I wish
them well.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
If I might inquire of the Chair as to the
time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 46 minutes remaining.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Thank you, and I now recognize Con-
gresswoman LoI1s CAPPS.

Mrs. CAPPS. I would like to thank
my colleague, GEORGE MILLER, for set-
ting aside this hour. He just asked
about the amount of time, and I will
take that to heart as I make my com-
ments because we could all go on for
great lengths about all of these dear
people who won’t be with us in the next
Congress. And I add my congratula-
tions for their service, Republicans and
Democrats, all of us alike, but I will
speak now for the six of our Demo-
cratic colleagues who will not come
back.

I want to start with our dear friend,
LYNN WOOLSEY, to whom I get com-
pared. My progressive constituents
often say to me, Now, LoOIs, why don’t
you vote more like LYNN WOOLSEY?

She was one of the first people I met.
Her story is compelling as a woman
Member of Congress. I don’t know how
it would be to raise kids by yourself.
She is a good voice and advocate for all
mothers, all working families, and par-
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ticularly those who carry extra bur-
dens themselves. She’s put her heart
and soul into her work in Congress, and
it shows.

As I met you early on when I came
here, you were kind and befriended me.
I know that you have served your con-
stituents in the same passionate way,
and I thank you for the role model
you’ve provided me.

HOWARD BERMAN has provided an-
other kind of role model for me. My
husband, before me, came to Congress,
in part, to work on Middle Eastern
issues; and there’s a go-to person in
this Congress that I have always relied
upon for advice and support in that
area, and that’s HOWARD BERMAN. He’s
a Congressperson’s Congressman, in my
opinion. My Human Rights Watch folks
have held him in such high esteem.

It has been a very great honor to
serve almost as a neighbor to him.
With his district in the Central Valley,
San Fernando Valley, and mine on the
coast, it has been a real joy to have
him as a colleague here. I will treasure
always his role in getting me elected
and also keeping me here.

I also came to Congress from the
health care field, and so the name I
heard often was Congressman PETE
STARK. He’s been here since the seven-
ties, knows all about health care and
through all of the intricacies.

I'm pleased, Mr. STARK, that you
have been here through the passage of
the Affordable Care Act. That’s a
crowning jewel for you and for all of
us. But you’ve been through many
health care ups and downs through the
years. You’ve been a role model for me
being on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and in my role on the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. Thank
you for your service and your friend-
ship.

It’s hard to go through this list, Mr.
MILLER. This is a wonderful privilege
to say thank you. The countless hours
that you could add up for the service to
constituents and the tremendous lead-
ership within this body and these Mem-
bers who have given their all and now
will not be back in the 113th, it’s im-
portant to say their names and to
honor them and give them credit for
what they’ve done.

JOE BACA has been a fixture for the
Central Valley and agriculture, as
someone who has agriculture number
one in my district as well, but we can’t
say his name without thinking of the
baseball team. There’s much to remem-
ber JOE BACA for, such as his contribu-
tions in agriculture and on the Finan-
cial Services Committee as well.

My former colleague now, Bob Filner,
who has already assumed another posi-
tion within our government as mayor
of San Diego. When I think of Bob Fil-
ner, I think of veterans’ issues, and
also the fact that he was a college pro-
fessor before he came to Congress, as
my husband was, and they reached out
to each other in that capacity. He has
worked hard on veterans’ issue. I have
about 50,000 veterans in my district. So



December 12, 2012

the GI bill is often something I can
give him credit for but also work with
my veterans with.

Finally, LAURA RICHARDSON. When I
think of LAURA, it’s my daughter’s
name, but I also think of her beautiful
singing voice. I know that I shouldn’t
say that first to my colleague who has
shown tremendous leadership within
Congress as well, but she’ll take her
beautiful voice with her. I have been
able to work with LAURA on transpor-
tation issues as they relate particu-
larly to our ports because she is known
for her work with the Port of Long
Beach, and I have ports in my district
as well. She also will be missed on the
women’s softball team.

We are friends here. We are col-
leagues here. We bring our human
qualities, and we bring our leadership
skills. The California delegation makes
me proud every day, and in the next
Congress, it will be the memories and
the service that has been given to us
from these colleagues of ours. That’s
why I thank you, Mr. MILLER, for set-
ting aside this hour for us to share our
thoughts. Thank you.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Thank you.

Before I yield, I turned around and
saw that Andrew and Fish and Hannah
are here, so welcome the Stark kids.

I yield now to Congresswoman BAR-
BARA LEE.

Ms. LEE of California. Thank you
very much. I, too, want to thank you,
Congressman MILLER, for yielding me
time and for organizing this Special
Order tonight.

First to Congressman PETE STARK,
who’s our departing dean of the Cali-
fornia delegation, Congressman STARK
represents a district right next door to
my district in the East Bay of Cali-
fornia, northern California. I have to
say that I have known Congressman
STARK since I was the president of the
Black Student Union at Mills College
in the early seventies. I'll never forget
this. I wrote my then-Congressman
STARK a letter on behalf of the stu-
dents at Mills College with a request,
and he responded so quickly and ad-
hered and replied to that request in a
positive way. So on behalf of all of
those students then, Congressman
STARK, and on behalf of myself today, I
just want to say thank you. Thank you
for demonstrating what exemplary con-
stituent service was all about.
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I think I've known Congressman
STARK probably longer than most
Members here because I had the privi-
lege to work with the great statesman,
Congressman Ron Dellums, and got to
know Congressman STARK during that
period.

Our districts, we're so proud to rep-
resent. We always say we have some of
the most outspoken and well-informed
and engaged people in this Nation. And
Congressman STARK certainly has been
at the forefront of making sure that
his district became closer to our Fed-
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eral Government and brought the gov-
ernment to the people of his district.

So the East Bay thanks you, Con-
gressman STARK, northern California
thanks you, and our entire delegation
thanks you for so many years of great
public service.

I was fortunate to be on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee with Chair-
man HOWARD BERMAN, and I tell you,
HOWARD BERMAN’s understanding of
global affairs is unmatched.

Also, I just have to say, he was such
a tremendous asset in our global fight
against HIV and AIDS, and really got
it so early and helped us negotiate and
put together the bills that have been so
successful in moving us towards an
AIDS-free generation.

I just also have to say with regard to
Chairman BERMAN, I appreciate his
fairness and his objectivity and his
commitment to global peace and secu-
rity. It’s really an honor to have served
with him, and I'm going to miss him
because I truly honor him as my friend.
And I know all of us are going to miss
him, but I know that we will work with
him in the future on so many issues
that he cares about.

Congressman Filner is leaving a
strong legacy of support for our Na-
tion’s veterans, who have benefited tre-
mendously from his intricate knowl-
edge and impassioned advocacy. Also, I
just have to remind us that Congress-
man Filner was a Freedom Rider dur-
ing the civil rights movement, and he
brought the spirit of justice to his
work here in Congress.

Congressman Filner has done an ex-
emplary job as ranking member and
chair of the Veteran’s Affairs Com-
mittee, as we have heard earlier. And
our entire caucus can be proud of his
outstanding leadership on that com-
mittee. As the daughter of a veteran,
you know, I understand very deeply
those obligations that our Nation has
to those men and women who have
served.

I had the privilege and the honor to
help Bob in his campaign, so I've been
in San Diego with Bob. And I tell you,
the love and the affection that his con-
stituents have for Congressman Filner
is just really unparalleled.

I want to congratulate him for his
magnificent win. It was a tough cam-
paign, but he did an unbelievable job,
and that’s because people in his dis-
trict really knew him, and he had pro-
vided the level of services that allowed
him to be elected now, as we will call
him very soon, Mayor Filner.

JOE BAcA, Congressman BACA really
has been a voice for the poor and the
underserved during his entire career,
not only here in Congress, but in the
California legislature. I was privileged
to work with JOE on many, many
issues, and he has been a consistent
voice, both in the California legislature
and now here in Congress, for pro-
tecting low-income families from un-
fair, predatory credit practices.

He’s used his seat on the House Agri-
culture Committee and the House Fi-
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nancial Services Committee to advance
the needs of the most vulnerable Amer-
icans. He also consistently has played a
role in raising funding levels for food
stamps and nutrition programs to feed
over 44 million hungry Americans.

As a member and former chair of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, he was
a powerful voice against anti-immi-
grant laws and always worked to build
bridges on the reality of our history as
a Nation of immigrants and not based
on ideology and rhetoric.

We’ll all miss his principled leader-
ship and his passion for serving as a
voice for the voiceless in Congress.

And my fellow Congressional Black
Caucus member, Congresswoman
LAURA RICHARDSON. She has many ac-
complishments in her brief time here
in Congress. She’s worked so hard to
improve our Nation’s transportation
infrastructure, has been an advocate
for the inclusion of minority and
women-owned businesses, and has
opened up economic opportunities and
strengthened our schools.

I know that she’s going to move for-
ward to make more contributions in
public service because she’s focused
and a dedicated elected official.

Finally, I just have to pay tribute to
my sister-in-arms, Congresswoman
LYNN WOOLSEY. And I can’t say what a
bittersweet season this is in seeing you
leave after so many years of working
hand-in-hand on behalf of peace.

I just have to say that LYNN WOOLSEY
has finally made sure that this body
recognizes that peace is patriotic, and
she’s spoken 444 times on the floor as it
relates to the need to bring our young
men and women home, and I look for-
ward to our continuing work.

She’s been a role model for me, and I
just have to say, finally, in conclusion,
that she understands personally the
importance of safety nets. And she
brought the House the perspective that
comes from relying on public assist-
ance during lean times in her life.

She gave me the courage to talk pub-
licly about my time on public assist-
ance, which was so difficult for me be-
fore LYNN’S encouragement.

So, to all of our departing California
Members, I'm going to miss all of you
so much, but I know we’ll see you at
home, and you’re going to continue to
fight the good fight.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I'd like now to recognize Congress-
woman DORIS MATSUI.

Ms. MATSUI I'd like to thank the
gentleman from California (Mr. MIL-
LER) for yielding time to me and for
bringing us together.

Mr. Speaker, when the 113th Congress
starts next year we’ll be greeting many
new colleagues, and that means we’ll
have to say goodbye to some of our
current colleagues, both Republican
and Democrat.

The California Democratic Congres-
sional Delegation is saying goodbye to
six members: Representatives STARK,
BERMAN, WOOLSEY, Filner, BAcCA, and
RICHARDSON. While in Congress, these
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Members served as strong advocates for
their constituents, for California, and
for our country.

For their many years of service,
these six Members have amassed a
depth of institutional knowledge that
will be missed come next Congress.

First of all, I want to pay tribute to
my good friend, Congressman HOWARD
BERMAN. HOWARD BERMAN has served
for 30 years. I first met HOWARD when
he was living in my hometown of Sac-
ramento. He was serving in the State
legislature at the time. His daughter,
Brinley, and my son, Brian, were in
prekindergarten together, so we would
see each other as we dropped off our
kids. Little did we know then that we
would end up being friends, both serv-
ing here in Congress.

You know, we’ve all learned a lot
from HOWARD. We’ve learned to depend
on him, his counsel, and his advice. His
knowledge and leadership, particularly
on foreign affairs, have been invaluable
to Congress. His absence from this
Chamber will be strongly felt, and he
will be sorely missed, but will forever
be a friend.

Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY has
been a strong advocate—I wouldn’t say
harsh—strong, for families during her
time in Congress. She was also one of
the founding members of the Out of
Iraq Caucus, where she acted as a lead-
ing proponent of bringing our brave
servicemen and -women home from
war. Congressman WOOLSEY fought for
those whose voices were often not
heard, and her advocacy and spirit will
be very much missed.

As the dean of the California Demo-
cratic Congressional Delegation, Con-
gressman PETE STARK has been a lead-
er and a mentor to many Members
from California over the years. He has
been a champion on health care issues
for a very long time, and his work on
the Affordable Care Act improved the
law and helped ensure all Americans
access to quality, affordable health
care. We’ll always remember his very
important contribution.

Congressman Bob Filner was the
ranking member of the Committee on
Veterans Affairs and dedicated his ca-
reer to helping ensure our returning
veterans have the services they need
and were promised before serving our
country. We’ll miss him here in Con-
gress, but I know he’ll make a mark as
mayor in the city of San Diego.

JOE BACA has been a strong advocate
for California’s expansive agriculture
industry while in Congress. He has
worked tirelessly on behalf of the
workers themselves, making sure they
receive the civil and legal rights they
deserve.

Congresswoman LAURA RICHARDSON
has worked hard to keep America safe
as a member of the Homeland Security
Committee. Her commitment to the
safety and security of our country and
her constituents was unwavering, and
she will be missed next year.

California is a large State with many
needs and priorities, but our delegation
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is strong. During their time in office,
these Members have been esteemed col-
leagues, and it has been an honor to
work alongside of them. Their knowl-
edge, passion, and commitment to pub-
lic service will be greatly missed in
these Halls. And I wish to thank each
of them for their service and wish them
the best in their next adventure.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I now yield to Congresswoman ANNA
ESHO00.

Ms. ESHOO. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California, my dear friend
Mr. MILLER, for organizing this Special
Order tonight so that we can take some
time, which is the most precious thing,
really, that God gives us, is time, and
pay tribute to our colleagues who have
spent their time being giants in terms
of representation and fighting on be-
half of their constituents, bringing
honor to the House of Representatives
and to our country—some of the best
exports of the Bay Area and our State
of California.

I want to start with the dean of our
delegation, Congressman PETE STARK.
We salute you, PETE, for all that you
have given and done. It’s an extraor-
dinary record of 40 years in the House
of Representatives. Your name has
been synonymous with health care con-
sistently for all of that period of time;
for fighting for a place in that health
care system for people that are un-
known to so many in our society and
rejected. You have made room for them
in the emergency room and wrote a law
that no one would be mistreated. In
fact, they had to be treated before they
were asked whether they had health in-
surance or not.

Your record is replete with great and
good things. On behalf of your con-
stituents, on behalf of those that so
much of society has overlooked, I know
that those blessings will come back to
you in a very rich and meaningful way
as you depart this place. We will miss
you. I thank you for your personal
kindnesses and for all the wonderful
things that you have done. The Bay
Area delegation will miss you enor-
mously.

Next, I want to pay tribute to Con-
gressman HOWARD BERMAN. This is
really hard to do. Congressman BER-
MAN’s name is synonymous with the
following: with farm workers and their
rights and with human rights around
the world. Anyone that has met and
worked with him respects him. It mat-
ters not what side of the aisle they
have ever come from or what country
they come from or what agency they
have worked in. HOWARD BERMAN has
been an indispensable Member of this
Chamber. When he took over the lead-
ership of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, we saw a new and inspired lead-
ership there demanding a recognition
of the Armenian genocide. He served as
the original cosponsor of that legisla-
tion. His record is replete with distinc-
tion.
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HOWARD, we will all miss you in a
very, very deep and special way. This
House will miss you because you
brought honor to it in everything that
you have done. So it is bittersweet. No,
it’s just bitter. There isn’t any sweet-
ness to it. When I speak of you, I really
can’t bring enough words to one of the
most distinguished records over 30
years that any Member of Congress
could ever put together, and that the
American people thank you and free-
dom-lovers and human rights advo-
cates around the world appreciate and
bless your name. And I know that, to-
gether with Janis, Brinley, and
Lindsey, you haven’t seen the last of
us. We’re going to keep coming after
you.

To LYNN WOOLSEY, my classmate, we
came here and we couldn’t even find
our way to the credit union, we were so
terrified. But together we came. LYNN
has brought an exceptional voice to
families and to women, so often women
heading up those families. And she
spoke through the prism of her own ex-
perience, which is the most powerful
story that anyone can ever tell. No one
could ever say to LYNN WOOLSEY, You
don’t know what you’re talking about.
Because they knew that she lived it,
that she had experienced it. And she
came here to change so many women’s
lives and the lives of families in terms
of education for women and girls and
for stronger family benefits.

I could go on and on. She brought
great voice and vision to the unfortu-
nate policy—the march to folly—when
we invaded Iraq. She came to this floor
over 100 times to speak against that in-
vasion. We are all in her debt for her
conscience, for her integrity, for her
wonderful voice, for her friendship, and
for her love of the environment of the
coast of California, which if there is
ever the magical touch of Almighty
God, you see it there. She has called on
the President and the Congress to
make sure the protections will be there
in perpetuity. We will remember you in
perpetuity. I ask that every blessing
you have brought to your constituents
in this House will come back to you.

To Bob Filner, to JOE BACA, LAURA
RICHARDSON, Dennis Cardoza, and to
our Republican colleagues JERRY
LEWIS, ELTON GALLEGLY, WALLY HER-
GER, MARY BONO MACK, BRIAN BILBRAY,
DAN LUNGREN, and DAVID DREIER, we
thank you. I thank you for your service
to the people of this country in this,
the House of the people, the magnifi-
cent House of Representatives.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I would like to now to yield to the
Democratic leader, Congresswoman
NANCY PELOSI.

Ms. PELOSI. I thank you for yield-
ing, Mr. MILLER. I know that we have a
time limitation so I will begin by asso-
ciating myself with the remarks of
Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO, who
spoke so beautifully and knowledge-
ably about our colleagues from Cali-
fornia who are leaving.

I rise today to thank all my col-
leagues who are our friends and our
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partners from the great State of Cali-
fornia. The Members we honor in this
Special Order demonstrate the extraor-
dinary diversity of our great Golden
State. They hale from northern and
southern California, from the Bay Area
to the greater Los Angeles area to San
Diego. They bring California’s wide
range of interests and aspirations to
the floor of the House every day. Work-
ing side by side with the entire Cali-
fornia delegation, their service has
strengthened the Golden State. The
commitment of our departing Members
has strengthened the Congress. Their
achievements have advanced the char-
acter of our country. Each of these
Members has brought a unique voice to
the table. Yet each shares the same
core values: a devotion to public serv-
ice, a dedication to opportunity, a be-
lief and a promise of America.

Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY spent
her career fighting to improve the edu-
cation of our children, the economic
security of their families, and the pro-
tection of our workers, as well as our
coastline, as Congresswoman KESHOO
mentioned. With her departure—I
won’t say retirement, because she is
not a retiring person—the Bay Area
loses a powerful advocate in Congress
and the Nation loses a tireless progres-
sive leader. It was, I think, Mr. MILLER
said 400 times that LYNN WOOLSEY
came to the floor to speak against our
involvement in the war in Iraq.

Thank you, Congresswoman WOOL-
SEY.

So it’s about the patriotism of this
Congress and of the participation as
patriots of our colleagues from Cali-
fornia, whether it’s the education of
our children, whether it’s the health of
our people, as demonstrated by Con-
gressman PETE STARK. We all owe you,
PETE STARK, a great debt of gratitude.
He has been a fixture in the fight to
build and strengthen the pillars of
health and economic security for the
American people. From his seat on the
Ways and Means Committee, to the
House floor, he always remained a
fierce fighter for Medicare and a pas-
sionate advocate for the Affordable
Care Act because he Dbelieves that
health care is a right for all Ameri-
cans, not a privilege just for the few.
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His legacy will live on in stronger
support for the well-being of our sen-
iors, our families, and our middle class.
I hope it is a source of pride—I know it
is to your family—that so many of
your colleagues respect you so much
and honor your leadership and service
here.

As has been mentioned, Congressman
Filner left us. He is already the mayor
of San Diego. He was a Freedom Rider,
who fought for civil rights and equal-
ity. He was a Representative of San
Diego, who never wavered in support of
our veterans, and he served as the
chair of that committee. We wish him
well as mayor of San Diego.

Congresswoman RICHARDSON has
dedicated her time in Congress to re-
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building our infrastructure, advancing
the dream of high-speed rail, securing
our borders, and protecting our envi-
ronment. We wish her well as she goes
forward.

Congressman BERMAN—we go from B
to W, BERMAN to WOOLSEY, and every
wonderful thing in between. Congress-
man BERMAN’s imprint can be found on
legislation across the broad spectrum
of issues before the House. Many of us
knew him long before he came to Con-
gress, knew of his work, working with
the farmworkers, working in labor law
to protect the rights of workers.

In two particular areas, his expertise
is simply unsurpassed. He is a true ex-
pert on international relations, a past
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, ranking member now; a cham-
pion of aid to Israel; the fight against
HIV/AIDS; and the toughest Iran sanc-
tions in the history of our country. He
is a senior member of the Judiciary
Committee who, it is safe to say, un-
derstands intellectual property, under-
stands its importance. It is even men-
tioned in our Constitution. He under-
stands the challenges and the opportu-
nities it presents. In every venue and
every arena, he has been a proud advo-
cate for Los Angeles and California, a
cherished leader for the entire House.

JOE BACA is a lifelong public servant.
He was a paratrooper in the U.S.
Army’s 101st and 82nd Airborne Divi-
sions. He served in the California State
Legislature. In Congress, he made his
mark in standing firm against harmful
anti-immigrant measures and in lead-
ing the effort to expand food stamps
and nutrition assistance for those who
need it most. That is such a simple sen-
tence, but it’s fraught with meaning.
He put a lot of work and leadership
into the farm bill. JOE BACA came from
humble beginnings, yet his accomplish-
ments are truly significant.

The list goes on and on of our col-
leagues that Congresswoman KESHOO
mentioned. For all of these Members,
public service has been a calling, a
cause, and a core facet of their char-
acter. California has been proud to
have them as our Representatives in
Congress. For those of us who served
with them, it is an honor for each of us
to call you ‘‘colleague’’; for some of us
a very, very special honor to be consid-
ered your friend.

We all wish each of you much success
in the years ahead. We look forward to
continuing our work together on behalf
of our great Golden State of California.
Your service in Congress added to the
luster of our Golden State.

Thank you, and congratulations.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I thank the Leader.

If I might inquire of the Chair of the
time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 15 minutes remaining.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Next I would like to recognize Con-
gressman SAM FARR.

Mr. FARR. Thank you very much,
Mr. Speaker, and thank you, GEORGE
MILLER, for setting aside this time.
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You’ve heard from a lot of my col-
leagues. I think what is interesting
about this moment in history is this is
probably the largest retirement ever of
any delegation at any one time. Cali-
fornia is losing 25 percent of its incum-
bent delegation, seven Republicans and
seven Democrats. That’s 14 people that
have been here. Of the seven Demo-
crats, they were here for historical mo-
ments—of electing NANCY PELOSI from
California, the first woman Speaker of
the House of Representatives; and here
to pass the first-in-history comprehen-
sive health care bill, led by Califor-
nians, I might add, and led by the dean
of our delegation, PETE STARK.

PETE STARK is one of the oldest,
longest serving Members of Congress.
He has been here 40 years. I think there
are only two, three people that have
served here longer. He’s watched this
delegation come and go since 1973. He
is here tonight with his beautiful fam-
ily.

PETE, of all the people coming into
Congress, is the only one that just
came right from the private sector.
Most of us got elected to the local and
State governments, but PETE came
here with a background in MIT, in en-
gineering, and then a degree from
Berkeley in business administration. In
1963, he founded the Security National
Bank of Walnut Creek, which became,
during the war years, known as the
progressive bank and the bank that
was going to loan to people that
weren’t otherwise getting loans. He be-
came a very popular leader in his com-
munity and built the bank into a $1 bil-
lion financial institution. Having a
background in the Air Force and other
civic activities, he ran for Congress and
got elected and has been here, as I said,
for 40 years.

He is here tonight with his children.
He has four daughters, three sons, and
eight grandchildren. He is married to
Deborah Roderick, also of California.
We’re going to miss PETE. He’s been a
fixture for this Congress through all
the big issues.

He is followed by HOWARD BERMAN
from southern California, with a back-
ground in UCLA, a law degree from
UCLA. I was a staff member when he
was a California State legislator. He
came there for the background in
VISTA. After the assembly, he got
elected to the House and has been the
leading ranking Democrat, probably
the most trusted person in all of Con-
gress for foreign affairs; and with his
background in labor, in issues for farm-
workers in California and the advance-
ment they’ve made under Federal law.
But also, as the Leader pointed out,
he’s one of the few persons that really
understands the intricacies of patent
law, copyright, trademark, all those
things very vitally important to the
entertainment industry, the elec-
tronics industry, and the information
technology industry. He’s been a senior
member on all of that. We're going to
miss him deeply, deeply. I feel like a
son of HOWARD BERMAN. I supported his
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speakership way back when he ran for
the State assembly. I'm going to miss
him.

LYNN WOOLSEY has served 10 terms.
She is senior to me. I got elected 6
months after LYNN got sworn into of-
fice. I remember how proud I was of her
background in local government, in
roles that she’s played in Sonoma
County, in Marin County. She’s been, I
think, on the floor speaking more than
anybody else—as pointed out, 440 times
speaking for peace. She’s going to
leave this body known as the ‘‘lady of
peace’ and will be here in history for-
ever and ever. I remember the night
that Bill Clinton gave his State of the
Union address and recognized the back-
grounds, the humble and unusual back-
grounds of people that get here, that
LYNN WOOLSEY was the first woman
elected to Congress who, as a single
mom, had to be on welfare and how she
had worked her way out of that, and
was a leading role model to show that
there are opportunities for you, for all
people in this great country. But the
lady of peace is the most important of
all.

Bob Filner, he had a background in
local government. He went back to
local government. After being involved
in school districts, he is now the mayor
of San Diego. He came here with his
background of being a Freedom Rider
and in the civil rights movement and
led the Veterans’ Committee here.

As we pointed out, JOE BACA will al-
ways be known as the captain of our
baseball team. He did so well in that,
but he also had a proud background, as
the Leader said, in the Army as a para-
trooper. The list goes on and on.

LAURA RICHARDSON is leaving us. I
would also mention before this, the
early resignation of Dennis Cardoza.

That’s seven Democrats. We’re going
to miss them greatly. Thank you for
allowing me to speak in favor of their
great service to the United States Con-
gress.

CONGRESSMAN PETE STARK

Congressman PETE STARK has served in
Congress since 1973. A senior member of the
powerful Ways and Means Committee, he is
currently the Ranking Minority Member of its
Health Subcommittee. STARK previously
served as the subcommittee’s Chairman from
2007 to 2010 and 1985 to 1994, and pre-
viously as Ranking Minority Member from
1995 to 2006.

Before being elected to Congress in 1972,
STARK was a successful businessman and
banker. Upon entering Congress, he served
on the House Banking and Currency Com-
mittee. After completing his first term, STARK
was named to the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, whose scope includes taxes, Medicare,
Social Security, trade and public assistance.

From 1981 to 1984, STARK served as Chair-
man of the Ways and Means Subcommittee
on Select Revenue Measures. As Chairman,
STARK became known as one of the Nation’s
foremost advocates of tax reform. He later
served a critical role in shaping the historic tax
reform act of 1986. In the years since, he has
been a vocal voice for tax fairness and op-
posed the addition of corporate loopholes to
our Nation’s income tax laws.
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In January of 1985, STARK became the
Chairman of the Ways and Means Health
Subcommittee. As Chairman, he presided over
major reforms to the Medicare system. While
cutting billions of dollars in waste, fraud, and
abuse, STARK expanded benefits for tens of
millions of Medicare beneficiaries, provided
COBRA health continuation benefits to work-
ers, and made numerous improvements in the
quality of our Nation’s care.

As Chairman of the Ways and Means
Health Subcommittee from 2007 to 2010,
STARK helped write the health reform law that
is bringing quality, affordable health care to
millions of Americans.

STARK champions universal health care, and
speaks out for peace, freedom of choice, and
protecting our environment. He is a tireless
advocate for children, families, senior citizens,
and people with disabilities, as well as the
residents of the 13th Congressional District.

A diverse area stretching along the east
side of the San Francisco Bay, the 13th Con-
gressional District runs from Alameda to Fre-
mont.

STARK is a graduate of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, MIT, with a degree in
engineering and the University of California,
Berkeley with a Master’'s degree in Business
Administration, MBA.

In 1963, he founded Security National Bank
in Walnut Creek. The bank grew from a small
storefront operation to a a $1 billion financial
institution with branches in Alameda and
Contra Costa Counties. STARK sold his interest
in the bank after his election to Congress.

Before his business career, STARK served in
the U.S. Air Force. His other civic activities
have included: Director, Common Cause;
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Starr King
School of Ministry; Board Member, Housing
Development Corporation; Board Member,
Council for Civic Unity, and many others.

STARK has four daughters, three sons, and
eight grandchildren. He is married to Deborah
Roderick Stark of San Lorenzo.

CONGRESSMAN HOWARD L. BERMAN

Born in Los Angeles, California, HOWARD
BERMAN attended U.C.L.A., where he received
his B.A. in 1962 and his LL.B in 1965.

Upon his graduation from law school, HOw-
ARD BERMAN began his career in public service
with a year’'s work as a VISTA volunteer. From
1967 until 1973, he practiced law in Los Ange-
les, specializing in labor relations. In 1973, he
was elected to the California State Assembly.

In his first term in the state legislature, then-
Assemblyman BERMAN was named Assembly
Majority leader, the youngest person ever to
serve in that leadership capacity. He also
served as Chair of the Assembly Democratic
Caucus and the Policy Research Management
Committee of the Assembly. In 1982, BERMAN
was elected to Congress, where he was
named to the Foreign Affairs and Judiciary
Committees.

Congressman BERMAN is the Ranking Dem-
ocrat on the House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, meaning he is the most senior Democrat
serving on the committee. During his tenure
on the Foreign Affairs Committee, BERMAN ne-
gotiated a five-year, $50 billion reauthorization
of our global HIV/AIDS programs, authored
legislation that removed Nelson Mandela and
other members of the African National Con-
gress from the U.S. terrorism list, and passed
a bill to strengthen U.S. assistance to Israel.
His top priorities include improving America’s
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diplomatic strength through a reauthorization
of the State Department, assistance to fight
terrorism in Pakistan, and improving the effi-
ciency of U.S. foreign aid.

As the second highest ranking Democrat on
the Judiciary Committee, BERMAN plays a key
role in shaping the copyright, trademark, and
patent laws that are of vital importance to the
entertainment, biotechnology, broadcasting,
pharmaceutical, telecommunication, consumer
electronics, and information technology indus-
tries. BERMAN is a member of the Sub-
committee on Intellectual Property, Competi-
tion, and the Internet.

BERMAN is particularly well-known for his
ability to form bipartisan coalitions. Together
with Republican Henry Hyde, BERMAN wrote a
law authorizing embargoes on nations that
support terrorism. With Republican Senator
CHUCK GRASSLEY, he wrote amendments to
the False Claims Act that have saved over
$20 billion in taxpayer money since 1986.

“There a few House members who have
made such an imprint on legislation in so
many areas as Howard Berman,” says the Al-
manac of American Politics. The Almanac
goes on to call BERMAN “one of the most ag-
gressive and creative members of the House
and one of the most clear-sighted operators in
American politics.”

Congressman BERMAN and his wife, Janis
Gail Berman, have two daughters, Brinley and
Lindsey.

CONGRESSWOMAN LYNN WOOLSEY

Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY is in her
10th term as the representative from Califor-
nia’s 6th District, just north of San Francisco.
Her district includes all of Marin, and most of
Sonoma County.

As president of Americans for Democratic
Action, Congresswoman WOOLSEY is a vocal
and visible leader on progressive issues, par-
ticularly those dealing with education, children
and families. A passionate and outspoken op-
ponent of the Iraq war, she helped move pub-
lic opinion against President’'s Bush’s failed
Iraq policy. She introduced the first resolution
calling for our troops to be brought home and
has been called the “the unofficial matriarch of
the [antiwar] movement in Congress,” by the
San Jose Mercury News.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY is also active on
labor and education issues. She is a senior
member of the Committee on Education and
the Workforce and the ranking member on the
Subcommittee on Workforce Protections. She
also serves on Subcommittee on Early Child-
hood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY was the author
of a recent law authorizing workers six months
of job protected leave in order to care for in-
jured family members serving in the armed
forces, as well as legislation to protect workers
from exposure to dangerous chemicals.

One of Congresswoman WOOLSEY’s top pri-
orities is a legislative package called “The Bal-
ancing Act,” which aims to help parents bal-
ance their work and family responsibilities. Her
proposal calls for: paid family leave; public
universal pre-school; major investments in
child care; universal school breakfast; benefits
for part-time workers; and telecommuting in-
centives.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY is also a senior
member of the Committee on Science, Space
and Technology, and serves on the Sub-
committee on Energy and the Environment,
where she works to reduce our dependence
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on foreign oil and promote the use of clean,
efficient energy sources. In the current Con-
gress, she has reintroduced her legislation to
add the Sonoma coastline to the National Ma-
rine Sanctuary Program, thus protecting it
from oil and gas drilling.

Having lived and raised her family in Califor-
nia’s North Bay for over 40 years, Congress-
woman WOOLSEY understands the concerns of
Sonoma and Marin County residents. She fre-
quently says they are the most important voice
she listens to; and she not only listens, she re-
sponds. Her Washington office alone receives
and answers over three thousand letters,
phone calls, and emails from constituents
each week.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY dedication to
family issues and her belief in a strong social
safety net are rooted in her personal history.
As a young mother struggling to raise three
children by herself, she needed public assist-
ance just to make ends meet, even though
she was employed.

The experience of needing a helping hand
from her government has shaped her commit-
ment to family-friendly policies.

WOOLSEY was born on November 3, 1937 in
Seattle, Washington. Now living in Petaluma,
California, she is the mother of four grown
children and a grandmother of five.

CONGRESSMAN BOB FILNER

Bob Filner's adult political career began
when he was 18 years old during the Civil
Right Movement. He spent several weeks in
the Mississippi State Penitentiary as a Free-
dom Rider. “My political optimism stems from
those times. | believe by our individual involve-
ment, we can change history! And, my com-
mitment to a world free of racism and discrimi-
nation continues today.”

Just after receiving a Ph.D. in the history of
science from Cornell University, he moved to
San Diego and began a 20 year long teaching
career at San Diego State University. Always
the activist, he challenged his college students
that their “grand” thoughts were futile unless
they put them into action in order to help peo-
ple and make the world a better place. And it's
a lesson he continues to impress on others
while in the United States Congress.

In the late 1970s Filner was frustrated with
the local school board after announcing that
his children’s school was going to close
(daughter, Erin and son, Adam). He felt his
children weren’t getting the education and at-
tention they deserved. This led to his first run
for San Diego School Board Member in 1979.

Filners “back to basics” approach toward
education—including mandatory homework—
won wide support among parents all across
San Diego. During his time the board hired a
more responsive Superintendent, test scores
went up, and million of dollars in bureaucratic
waste was eliminated.

Therefore it was no surprise that under his
leadership on these issues he was selected as
School Board President in 1982.

This increasing civic involvement led to his
election to the San Diego City Council in 1987
where he began taking on issues such as
bringing good jobs to San Diego and broad-
ening its economic base. He created the city’s
first Economic Conversion Committee and
wrote the city’s Economic Conversion Plan.
He found creative ways to fight neighborhood
crime, including the introduction of Police
Walking Patrols and a Citizen Graffiti Patrol
with the area’s first 24-hour graffiti hotline.
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Recognizing his ability to work with his col-
leagues, the council members selected him as
Deputy Mayor in 1991.

In 1992, Filner was elected to the United
States House of Representatives. In his first
term in Congress, he was one of only a hand-
ful of freshman legislators to get legislation
passed—for example a critical law amending
the Clean Water Act, allowing San Diego to
save billions of dollars.

Almost immediately upon his arrival in
Washington, his request for an appointment to
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee was granted.
And in 2006 was elected by his Democratic
colleagues as Chairman of the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee.

Since January 2007, Congress has in-
creased the Veterans Healthcare budget by
60%—the largest increase since the VA was
created 79 years ago. Other victories include
VA Home loans increased by 50%; the G.l.
Bill was reinstated to meet the same level of
education benefits, adjusted for cost-of-living
increases, as that offered by the original World
War ll-era bill; benefits for Filipino-American
veterans granted and legislation is pending for
Merchant Marine veterans of World War |l
benefits. Filner says, “This is the least we can
do for our men and women in uniform who
have sacrificed so much for us—we owe it to
them!”

The 51st District—stretching the whole Cali-
fornia/Mexico border, from San Diego to
Yuma, Arizona—is one of the most diverse re-
gions in the nation! It encompasses the south-
ern portion of the City of San Diego, the South
Bay cities of Chula Vista and National City,
and all of Imperial Valley. The district's popu-
lation is approximately 55% Latinos, 15% Afri-
can-Americans, 15% Anglos and 15% Fili-
pinos.

For 9 terms now, he has worked hard to
both enhance his district’'s advantages while
meeting its challenges. For example since
many families in his district, and across the
nation, suffer from sub-standard medical treat-
ment, he has worked to provide affordable
healthcare for border communities and all
Americans.

While always looking for ways to embrace
the opportunities the region provides, he does
not back down from challenges specific to bor-
der communities.

His work on U.S.-Mexico relations led Presi-
dent Clinton to ask Filner to join him on an
international mission to meet with former Mexi-
can President Ernesto Zedillo. Again in 2004,
with President Vicente Fox, he stepped for-
ward to encourage increased cooperation and
collaboration between the two nations. He
took the lead in securing critical funding and
support for the International Waste Water
Treatment Plant in the Tijuana River Valley, as
well as the New River in the Imperial Valley
with the Water Resources Development Act of
2007.

He serves on the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee as the Senior Demo-
cratic Member of the Subcommittee on Coast
Guard and Maritime Transportation, a member
of the Highway and Transit, Water Resources
and Environment, and Aviation subcommit-
tees. As Congressmen, he has brought home
billions of dollars to improve roads, bridges
and other critical infrastructure. At the same
time he is constantly looking to the future in
support of high-speed rail projects that would
link San Diego with other areas of the state
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and Arizona and he secured funding to study
suitable locations in Imperial Valley for the site
of a new regional airport. Although these for-
ward looking projects have been in the works
for a long time, how appropriate they're la-
beled the “Jobs Train.” Not only would San
Diego become a major national distribution
hub, thousands of jobs in San Diego and Im-
perial Valley would be created!

Congressman Filner has built his career by
“walking his own talk”—“Grand thoughts are
futile unless they are put into action in order
to help people and make the world a better
place.” Help him to continue this work for a
better California—and a better America! He
cannot go it alone!

CONGRESSMAN JOE BACA

Rep. JOE BACA has represented California’s
Inland Empire in the House of Representatives
since winning a special election in 1999. He
serves on the House Agriculture Committee,
and is Ranking Member of the Subcommittee
on Nutrition and Horticulture. He also serves
on the House Financial Services Committee.

Rep. BACA served as Chair of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus, CHC, during the
110th Congress (2007-2008). During this
time, he successfully blocked harmful English-
only and anti-immigrant amendments offered
in the House. He also guided the CHC in its
efforts to ensure the contributions of Latino
and Native America veterans were recognized
in the PBS documentary “The War.” In addi-
tion, Rep. BACA used his leadership position to
pass record breaking funding levels for food
stamps and nutrition programs to feed over 44
million hungry Americans; and helped secure
new funding for minority serving institutions,
including over $200 million in new grant fund-
ing. He currently chairs the CHC Corporate
America Task Force.

Rep. BACA continues to advocate in Con-
gress on issues that impact the poor and un-
derserved, including nutrition, housing, health,
veterans’ affairs, and issues affecting the His-
panic and Native American communities. He
has used his experience in Congress to help
secure over $154 million in federal appropria-
tions assistance for education, public safety,
transportation, and water projects. Congress-
man BACA is also the primary sponsor of the
PROUD Act, legislation that puts responsible
immigrant high school graduates on an expe-
dited path to U.S. Citizenship.

Personal History—JOE was born in Belen,
New Mexico, the youngest of 15 children in a
house where little English was spoken. JOE
worked shining shoes at age 10 and later
worked as a laborer for the Santa Fe Railroad.
He served in the U.S. Army as a paratrooper
with both the 101st and the 82nd Airborne Di-
visions from 1966-68. Following military serv-
ice, JOE earned his associates degree from
Barstow Community College and his bach-
elor’s degree in sociology from California State
University, Los Angeles. In 1979, he became
the first Latino elected to the board of Trust-
ees for the San Bernardino Valley College
District. He was elected to the State Assembly
in 1992, where he became the first Latino
Speaker pro Tempore, and was elected to the
State Senate in 1998.

JOE and his wife, Barbara, began their own
business, Interstate World Travel, in 1989.
They have four children—Rialto City Council-
man Joe Baca Jr., Jeremy, Natalie and Jen-
nifer.

Awards—Rep. BACA has received many
honors for his public service. Recent awards
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include the U.S. Hispanic Leadership Institute
Edward R. Roybal/Henry B. Gonzalez award
for Public Service, the U.S. Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce President’s Achievement Award,
the National Farmers Union Presidential
Award for Leadership, the Walter Kaitz Foun-
dation Diversity Advocate Award, and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Coalition of Minority
Employees Award of Excellence. He has been
listed as one of the top 100 most influential
Hispanic leaders in America by Latino Leaders
Magazine. He also has two local parks named
after him: the Joe Baca Senior Field at the
Empire Center in Fontana and the Joe Baca
Field at the Rialto Boys and Girls Club. In ad-
dition, the “Joe Baca Middle School” at 1640
S. Lilac Avenue in Rialto, California, is ex-
pected to open its doors in 2013.
CONGRESSWOMAN LAURA RICHARDSON

Congresswoman LAURA RICHARDSON rep-
resents California’s 37th District, which in-
cludes the communities of Long Beach,
Compton, Carson, Watts, Willowbrook and
Signal Hill, as well as parts of the City of Los
Angeles and Los Angeles County. She was
sworn in to Congress in 2007 and is currently
serving her 3rd term.

Congresswoman RICHARDSON served the
Long Beach community as a city council-
woman for six years before being elected to
the California State Assembly in 2006. Fol-
lowing a special election in 2007, she imme-
diately began serving in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and as such, Congresswoman
RICHARDSON has the rare distinction of having
served in government at the local, state, and
federal level in the span of less than one year.

The Congresswoman currently sits on the
House Committee on Transportation & Infra-
structure, where she works to improve the Na-
tion’s highways, railways, airports, and sea-
ports while overseeing the Coast Guard, Army
Corps of Engineers, and Federal Emergency
Management Agency, FEMA. She is a mem-
ber of the Water Resources and Environment
Subcommittee, the Highways & Transit Sub-
committee and the Railroads, Pipelines & Haz-
ardous Materials Subcommittee.

Congresswoman RICHARDSON is also on the
House Committee on Homeland Security. In
this role, she works to protect America’s bor-
ders and ensure the Nation is prepared for
and able to effectively respond to any disas-
ters that may arise. She is the Ranking Mem-
ber for the Emergency Preparedness, Re-
sponse, and Communications Subcommittee
and also sits on the Cybersecurity, Infrastruc-
ture Protection, and Security Technologies
Subcommittee.

In addition to her House Committee assign-
ments, the Congresswoman is a founding
member of the California High-Speed Rail
Commission, where she has worked to secure
funding for a project that has the potential to
create 450,000 permanent jobs statewide over
the next 25 years.

In January of 2011, President Barack
Obama signed into law the Diesel Emissions
Reduction Act of 2010, DERA, which Con-
gresswoman RICHARDSON authored. The legis-
lation extends a voluntary national and state-
level grant and loan program that creates jobs,
saves lives and significantly improves the Na-
tion’s air quality. DERA is widely considered
one of the most cost-effective federal pro-
grams in the Nation. The EPA has estimated
that in California alone, the program averages
more than $13 in health and economic bene-
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fits for every $1 in funding. Without the signing
of RICHARDSON’s bill, the authorization for
DERA would have expired at the end of the
fiscal year.

Congresswoman RICHARDSON graduated
from UCLA with a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science and received an MBA from the USC
Marshall School of Business. She spent 14
years working in the corporate sector at
Xerox.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. FARR).

I want to, also, as Congresswoman
EsHOO and Congressman FARR ac-
knowledged, that there’s others in our
delegation from the other side of the
aisle who will also be leaving after this
session of Congress: BRIAN BILBRAY,
MARY BONO MACK, DAVID DREIER,
ELTON GALLEGLY, WALLY HERGER,
JERRY LEWIS, and DAN LUNGREN. I've
been here long enough that I've fought
with all of them, I've legislated with
all of them, and we’ve had accomplish-
ments together.

I think JERRY LEWIS and I had the
longest floor debate in the modern Con-
gress over the creation of the desert
national parks, the Mojave Desert na-
tional parks. When we were all done,
we immediately turned around. He was
opposed to it, I was for it, but he imme-
diately turned around and made sure
that the public had access to it, that
there would be improvements, visitor
centers. And that’s the way legislation
goes.
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I think very often the public doesn’t
understand, but Members of Congress
do, that this isn’t just a working rela-
tionship. Over time you get to know
one another’s families, you know their
children’s successes, their children’s
desires, their illnesses and the troubles
that befall families, because we’re like
all other American families. It happens
here. People don’t think of that when
they think of the Congress. And you
build relationships, friendships and de-
pendencies on one another’s expertise
to help guide us through all of the
issues that we will confront in a con-
gressional year.

Congressman STARK and I entered
public life together by running against
one another back in 1969, man against
machine. You figure it out: I don’t
know who was the man and who was
the machine, but I knew then who it
was, this very popular banker and this
law school dropout, but other than that
I was doing well. But it’s a long span
and a lot of friendships, and it’s about
family and our ability to talk with one
another.

I would like, at this moment, to yield
to Congressman STARK for any remarks
that he might have.

Mr. STARK. I want to thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. One of the pre-
vious Speakers, Mr. O’Neill, mentioned
that, and you forgot to mention this,
but Tip O’Neill said that I probably had
one of the best 5-minute speeches of
any new Member of Congress, and if I
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could only learn to deliver it in less
than 20 minutes, I'd have a great career
here.

GEORGE is right: we ran against each
other. And when you grow up in the
Bay Area and you have people like
BARBARA LEE who leads in courage in
being the lone vote against one of the
unpopular wars, you learn what cour-
age is and you learn with people who
fight for children, for minorities, for
all of the people in our area who need
help. I'm just proud to have worked
with them.

They’ve said that I'm the fifth oldest
Member of Congress. That’s absolutely
wrong. I am the 430th youngest Mem-
ber of Congress, and I just want to
make sure that you get that straight in
the RECORD.

Thank you, GEORGE. I'm honored,
and I am particularly honored to be
part of this great Bay Area delegation.
In our 10 districts surrounding the Bay
Area, we have, I think, the finest legis-
lative group in the United States.
Thank you very much.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Thank you very much. I know, as we
all know in this life, Members leave
the Congress, they don’t leave public
policy, they don’t leave public life, and
I expect we will be hearing from them
as they leave the Congress in their fu-
ture endeavors. I know that Mr.
BILBRAY still wants to clean up the salt
in the Salton Sea, and I know that DAN
LUNGREN probably still wants to take
down Hetch Hetchy. I'll be glad to join
him on both efforts on that one, and I
know WALLY HERGER still brings the
concerns about the watersheds of the
great northern parts of our State. So
this relationship goes on, their advo-
cacy goes on, and that’s true on both
sides of the aisle.

Ms. WOOLSEY, if you would like to
say anything.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Thank you, GEORGE,
for doing this. Thank you for honoring
those of us that have been here and
now are leaving.

I arrived feeling very green and feel-
ing very good 20 years ago. I had no
idea how little I knew about how to get
something done in the Congress. I
knew where I had burned in my belly,
I knew what issues were important to
me, and those issues have stayed im-
portant to me for the last 20 years. But
I had the advantage of working with
some very wonderful senior Members
who generously helped me along, and I
had the privilege of having very tal-
ented staff who built the stage that I
could dance on. You can’t do that un-
less it’s teamwork, and I thank every-
body that has been a part of these last
20 years. It’s been quite a ride, and I'm
glad I did it. Thank you very much,
GEORGE.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Thank you so much. Thank you for
your service.

Mr. Speaker, that brings to a conclu-
sion our delegation’s honoring those
Members who are leaving. I would just
say, and this is not news to Members of
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the House, but on a bipartisan basis,
this is a very, very spirited and ram-
bunctious delegation on both sides of
the aisle, and a lot of seniority is leav-
ing the Congress with this delegation,
a lot of expertise. But I'm very proud
to have served with all of them and for
their contributions and the sacrifices
they made in public office on behalf of
public policy that they strongly believe
in and became advocates for.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time. I want to recognize Mr. BER-
MAN who is here and thank him again
for his service.

——————

PUTTING OUR NATION’S FISCAL
HOUSE IN ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary b5, 2011, the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKburn) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the designation of the time
and appreciate the opportunity to
come to the floor tonight and discuss
the issues, the very serious issues, that
are in front of us. Now, this is some-
thing that we Republicans have talked
about for quite a period of time, that
we had to get the Nation’s fiscal house
in order.

The reason we had to do this was be-
cause we had a spending issue that was
in front of us. Many of us felt that run-
ning deficits of several hundred billion
dollars a year was not acceptable, and
we’ve watched what has transpired
through the years as this has continued
to grow. And we all know that the last
few years of the Obama administration
has run deficits, annual deficits, of well
over $1 trillion.

Now, I am constantly hearing from
people, How did this seem to happen so
quickly? Well, it’s been decades in the
making. And as I said, indeed, many of
us have come to the floor regularly,
we’ve talked about it, and we’ve offered
bills that would address this. A great
example of this, every year I've offered
bills that call for 1, 2 and 5 percent
across-the-board spending reductions.
Little bits add up over a period of time.

We have the appropriations process
where Members have come to the floor
and they’ve offered amendment after
amendment that would reduce what we
are spending.

We on this side of the aisle also be-
lieve that you have to have a budget.
Now, the President had a proposed
budget, and nobody wanted to vote for
that. We put it on the floor, and I think
it got one or two votes from the Demo-
crats. The country has not had a budg-
et in over 1,300 days, and there’s a rea-
son for this. It is because the budget
that we have passed out of this House
has gone to the Senate each and every
year, and it sits on HARRY REID’s desk,
and he does not take it up.

We have passed this budget, and I
commend Congressman RYAN who leads
our Budget Committee. We passed it
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because we think you’ve got to tackle
the drivers of the debt. You’ve got to
bring out-of-control spending under
control. You have to restore economic
freedom and ensure a level playing
field for everybody by putting an end
to special interest favoritism and cor-
porate welfare.

We feel as if it is imperative to re-
verse this administration’s policies
that are driving up the cost of gas at
the pump, that we need to be pro-
moting an all-of-the-above energy
strategy unlocking American energy
production to help lower costs, to cre-
ate jobs, to reduce dependence on for-
eign oil, and to strengthen our health
care and our retirement security by
taking power away—away—from gov-
ernment bureaucrats and empowering
patients and letting patients and doc-
tors make the decisions that are im-
portant to them.

Now, as I said a moment earlier, so
many times people will say, How in the
world did we get here? Well, as I said
decades—decades—in the making.

Then we went through the Budget
Control Act exercise a year before last
in August. We had a select committee
that was put in place. That didn’t work
out. So we ended up with the seques-
ters. And many of my constituents—
and I’'m sure other Members are seeing
this too—they are saying, Tell me what
the sequester is all about.
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This is what it is. It’s going to take
place on January 2, 2013, and the de-
fense budget is going to see the brunt
of these spending reductions. Most ev-
erything gets 2 percent across the
board. With defense, you’re going to
see additional cuts of $55 billion per
year. That is going to give them a total
of $492 billion additional cuts. This is
going to leave our military with the
smallest ground force since 1940, the
smallest naval fleet since 1915, and the
smallest tactical fighter force in the
history of the Air Force. Medicare
could see $16.4 billion in annual cuts,
leading to the elimination of 496,000
jobs in 2013. There will be 62,000 physi-
cians that will be adversely impacted.
We know that the sequester cuts are
not fair to everybody.

As I said, we’ve been taking steps.
Every year for several years, we’ve
talked about getting the fiscal house in
order and cutting spending and fight-
ing the growth in the debt. We’ve also
passed some bills this year. And I
would like to remind the Members of
the body, Mr. Speaker, of these pieces
of legislation that this House of Rep-
resentatives has already passed, and
that are sitting on the desk over in the
Senate.

On August 2 of this year, by a vote of
232-189, we passed the Pathway to Job
Creation through a Simpler, Fairer Tax
Code Act of 2012. That was H.R. 6169. It
would provide an expedited pathway to
pro-growth tax reform in 2013. To deal
with the spending issues, to deal with
the deficit, to deal with the debt, yes,
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you have to cut spending, you have to
reform your Tax Code, and you have to
have a pro-growth agenda. That legis-
lation, as I said, was passed on August
2.

On September 19 of this year, we
passed the National Security and Jobs
Protection Act that would deal with
the sequester that I spoke about a few
minutes ago. That passed with 223
votes. We also had on May 10 the Se-
quester Reconciliation Act of 2012, H.R.
5652, which passed with 218 votes. We
then had the Job Protection and Reces-
sion Prevention Act passed on August
1, and that was H.R. 8. It passed with
2566 votes. H.R. 8 is the 1-year extension
of all the tax rates.

We keep hearing that the President
wants to extend the tax cuts for those
making $250,000 a year and less. What
that would do is catch a lot of our
small businesses. About 20 percent of
our small businesses have already said
that this would adversely impact them
to the point that they would be cutting
jobs, not growing, but actually cutting
jobs. So I would point out that 256
Members of this Chamber, on a bipar-
tisan basis, voted to extend the tax
cuts for everybody.

When people say, Why can’t the
House and the Senate get together, Mr.
Speaker, our bills—as I've just men-
tioned, these bills are sitting on the
Senate leader’s desk dealing with the
sequester, dealing with taxes, dealing
with the reform issues that we have in
front of us. These four bills are sitting
there waiting for action. The House has
done its job. We’ve agreed to not raise
taxes on anybody. That’s only one part
of this issue.

Certainly, with the way the Presi-
dent is wanting to approach tax re-
form, his proposals would raise enough
revenue to run the Federal Govern-
ment for about 8 more days. He’s going
to raise taxes on the top 2 percent basi-
cally to pay for 2 percent of next year’s
spending. This is not sustainable. We
do not have a revenue problem in this
town, we have a spending problem. We
have a crushing burden of debt. And
now I've got some posters that I would
like to show regarding that.

This first poster that I want to call
your attention to points out exactly
what we have in this crushing burden
of debt. You will see that in World War
II, it lays out our country’s long his-
tory with this debt and shows where
this burden has been passed. As I said,
it’s been decades in the making. Take a
look at this. In 1940, the percentage of
our gross Federal debt was 52.4 percent.
That’s where we were. By the end of
World War II, the debt had sky-
rocketed. It was up to 117.5 percent of
our GDP in 1945, and then it peaked in
1946 at 121.7 percent of our GDP. That
was through the war. But you know
what? We did what Americans gen-
erally do. When you have got a prob-
lem, you get behind it and you get it
solved. So we doubled down on getting
the spending under control, and you
can see what happened. Then our Fed-
eral debt pretty much stabilized in the
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