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Now, there are people who don’t be-
lieve in climate change, but I can tell
you what: The evidence out there is ab-
solutely overwhelming, whether it’s bi-
ological systems migrating to higher
elevations, more mnorthern latitude,
whether it’s the melting of our gla-
ciers, whether it’s Hurricane Sandy,
event after event shows climate change
is here; it’s real; it’s a threat, and we
need to reduce our consumption of fos-
sil fuels. Wind energy is a tremendous
opportunity for us to do that.

So if we let the production tax credit
expire, we are risking losing manufac-
turing. We’re risking putting veterans
out of work. We’'re risking climate
change. This is something we can’t af-
ford to do as a Nation. The production
tax credit is a very good investment in
America and our future and our manu-
facturing base.

I urge all of my colleagues to con-
sider helping to extend the production
tax credits for our Nation and for our
future.

——
TAKE THEM BACK HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to the Boston Globe, Qian Wu
was beaten, choked, punched, and held
at Kknifepoint by Chinese national
Huang Chen. That was in 2006.

Her attacker was sent to prison in
Texas, supposedly never to be heard of
again. Or so she thought. Four years
later, Wu was sitting alone in her
apartment when guess who shows up—
the person who assaulted her to begin
with—busting through her door. He re-
portedly said in a taunting voice, ‘I
bet you didn’t expect to see me here.”

Wu called the police, and Chen quick-
ly fled the scene, but 2 weeks later, he
returned to finish what began 4 years
before. Chen beat Ms. Wu to death with
a hammer, stabbed her with a knife,
leaving her to die in her own pool of
blood.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Wu’s death did not
have to occur. This crime could have
actually been prevented. Chen should
not have been back on the streets after
serving time in prison, but he was, and
here’s why.

After he had served his initial sen-
tence for assaulting Ms. Wu, he was or-
dered legally deported back where he
came from, back to China. But his
home country, our good old buddies the
Chinese, refused to take him back.
They didn’t want him. And so they
stalled and stalled and stalled, and
over those 3 years of Chinese stalling
and giving the runaround, Chen was
eventually freed—free to kill, and kill
he did.

Mr. Speaker, this tragedy is not an
isolated phenomenon. Unfortunately,
other Americans have died as a result
of this gaping hole in the immigration
system. It’s no secret that everybody
believes our immigration system is
broken. Fixing it down the road will be
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complex and complicated. But there
are some things that we can do about
immigration right now to fix specific
problems, and here’s one.

Currently, Mr. Speaker, thousands of
criminal aliens are in our country, just
like Chen, who have committed a
crime and gone to prison. Our immigra-
tion system worked to order them de-
ported, but their country won’t take
them back. They refuse to do so. So
those countries stall and delay and
eventually never take back their out-
laws. So by law, after the person serves
the time in our prisons, we can’t keep
them indefinitely waiting on their
country to take them back, and so
they are eventually released. These
countries know that, and that’s why
they stall.

Many of those criminals now are run-
ning around on American streets look-
ing for more crime and up to malicious
mischief.

The blood of American victims are
not only on the hands of the felons who
commit these crimes from foreign
countries, but they’re also the fault of
those countries that refuse to take
back these criminal citizens.

You know, the blood of Ms. Wu is on
the hands of Chinese citizen Huang
Chen, but it’s also on the hands of the
Chinese bureaucrats that would not
take Chen back. Oh, Mr. Speaker, they
may wear white gloves because they
weren’t the direct killer of Ms. Wu, but
their delay allowed for that crime to be
committed. And below those white
gloves are the blood of this citizen who
was Kkilled in this country.

And it’s not just China committing
these acts of not taking back lawfully
deported individuals; there are numer-
ous countries. Vietnam, Jamaica,
Pakistan, and Cuba are just a few.

So what should we do? Well, Mr.
Speaker, there’s already a law to re-
quire that there be some sanctions
against these countries that refuse to
take back their lawfully deported
aliens, but the State Department
doesn’t enforce the law. The State De-
partment says, well, we want to work
diplomatically to get these people sent
back. We don’t want to require any
sanctions. And so they talk and they
talk and they talk. Meanwhile, more
crimes are being committed by these
people who are released, who should
have been sent home, while the State
Department continues to talk. Like my
grandfather used to say: When all is
said and done, more is said than done.

We need to get these people out of
our country who have been lawfully de-
ported. These countries need to take
them back, or there ought to be a con-
sequence.

I've introduced legislation that re-
moves the uncertainty and the weak
knees of bureaucrats and requires the
State Department to follow through
with visa sanctions against the coun-
tries that won’t take back their law-
fully deported criminals. I repeat,
those visa sanctions should be pri-
marily against, first, diplomats from
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these countries when they don’t take
back these individuals.
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It’s time to play a little bit of diplo-
matic hard ball with these nations.
After all, Americans are dying because
these criminals are illegally on the
streets and our Nation does not insist
on them being taken back.

It’s time to make these crooks and
misfits the problem of their home
country, rather than continue to re-
main our problem. Otherwise, more
Americans are going to die.

It’s time to play a little hard ball
with these countries.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

FISCAL CONCERNS AND OTHER
ISSUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I know that America watches
as we deliberate—and I'd like to use
that terminology—on facing the fiscal
concerns of this Nation.

Let me quickly remind my col-
leagues, Mr. Speaker, that America is
on the upswing, with increased manu-
facturing, more consumer confidence.
We’re moving forward. The economy is
moving up. And so I believe it should
be pronounced here today that the re-
form of the entitlements, based upon
slipshod, reckless deliberations, or
should I say actions, are a nonstarter.

There is no way, Mr. Speaker, that
we should raise the eligibility age for
Medicare, that we should not think
carefully about how we approach the
reform of Medicaid, and that we don’t
tell the American people that Social
Security is solvent.

So I would say, move quickly to pass
the middle class tax cuts that would be
for all Americans, 100 percent, up to
$250,000, and let’s think about, moving
into 2013, how we make this economy
better by looking carefully at how we
reform entitlements that are not hand-
outs, but they are earned.

I wanted to move to something else,
offer my deepest sympathy for those
who lost their lives in the Oregon mas-
sacre, again, at the hands of a gun and
a perpetrator that is now dead, and to
say that I thank Bob Costa for having
the courage to get on national TV and
speak to those who are rabid sports
fans and say it’s time for some form of
gun regulation.

The tragedy that occurred with the
NFL player and his girlfriend speaks
volumes to the idea of individuals who
don’t need to have guns in their hands.
This phenomenon that guns don’t kill,
people do, is a trite and redundant and
ridiculous statement.

We understand that guns have to
have someone at their trigger; but the
idea that with no regulations about
those who’ve had previous offenses, no
regulations dealing with those who’ve
had mental health issues, no regula-
tions for the gun show loophole, that
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you can go in and buy guns on top of
guns, it is time to reflect.

I think the sports community could
work with us to ensure that America
realizes that there’s nothing wrong
with standing up for gun regulation.

As well, let me offer my sympathy to
the Brent and Brown families of the
tragedy of the NFL players in Dallas.
Let me ask the commissioner to work
with those of us who are concerned
about athletes in pro ball, that we can
find a way to intervene. There should
be intervention on a lot of these
incidences of violence.

Let me close and speak well about
the issue of millions of workers in the
United States Postal Service, yes, gov-
ernment workers, public servants, who,
over the decades, have made Ameri-
cans’ lives easier. Just yesterday we
were speaking about another day of—or
Monday I think it was, on online shop-
ping.

I have small businesses who always
say the post office is the most efficient
and the, if you will, cheapest source of
getting their business products where
they need to be. It is a shame that we
have not addressed the question of
hardworking postal workers, rural post
offices that are prolific in the State of
Texas, rural postmasters who’ve come
and said it’ll be the death knell of their
community.

Let us stand the post office up. Let
us view it as a vital system. Oh, we are
online, but there are individuals who
depend upon this massive postal sys-
tem. It can be made efficient. It can be
made better. We can protect the work-
ers.

Do we want to give a Christmas gift
to hardworking postal workers, who as
they are known to go through rain or
snow or sleet, that is, give them a pink
slip for no fault of their own?

This is not the American way. We
create jobs; we don’t destroy jobs. And
it’s time now for us to stand up and be
heard before the deadline, that our
postal workers who are always there,
who are the ones that find the elderly
and the sick in their home because
they know their route and they find
those persons if they’re in need, they
are the good-news people that come by
the seniors and come by the disabled
and come by the poor families.

I want to say that we can work to-
gether, bring our postal workers here
to make a difference and to reform the
postal system to keep it alive. It is a
vital source of work, but it is a vital
service to the American people.

——

CONGRATULATING JOHNNY
MANZIEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, this is
the second consecutive year that I have
had the privilege to congratulate a
Heisman Trophy winner from one of
the two universities in the 17th Con-
gressional District of Texas.
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Today, I want to congratulate John-
ny Manziel of Texas A&M University in
College Station, Texas, as the 2012 re-
cipient of the 78th annual Heisman Me-
morial Trophy.

On Saturdays, ‘‘Johnny Football,” as
he is now known, wowed audiences
across the Nation with his steady poise
and his remarkable playmaking abil-
ity. As a freshman, he personifies the
fighting Texas Aggie spirit, and he
proves that the impossible is never out
of reach.

Leading the Aggies in their inaugural
season in the Southeastern Athletic
Conference, Johnny threw for 3,419
yards and ran for 1,181 yards, and he
garnered 43 touchdowns. He broke a
multitude of A&M, SEC, and NCAA
records along the way.

Johnny is the first freshman, and
only the fifth player, in FBS history to
have at least 3,000 yards passing and
1,000 yards rushing in a season. He
holds FBS freshman records for both
rushing yards by a quarterback and all-
purpose yards by an individual.

He is the SEC record-holder for total
yards in a season, at 4,600, breaking the
previous record in two fewer games
than the prior record-holder. He also
achieved an SEC record for total yards
in a single game, at 557 yards, only to
break that record 2 weeks later with a
576-yard game.

Johnny has logged nine straight
games with 300 or more yards and gen-
erated five or more touchdowns in six
different games. He tied an 85-year-old
A&M record with 19 rushing touch-
downs in a season. And, oh, by the way,
he still has one more game to play this
season.

Johnny has many firsts among the
awards and accolades he has garnered
in 2012. He was the first player in the
history of the SEC to win the Fresh-
man of the Year and the Player of the
Year in the same season. He is also the
first freshman in FBS history to win
the Davey O’Brien National Quarter-
back Award. Most notably, he is the
first freshman in college football his-
tory to win the Heisman Memorial Tro-
phy, awarded to the most outstanding
player in college football each year.

Johnny not only shined on the field,
but off it as well. Academically, he has
successfully completed enough credit
hours to be classified as a junior, even
though he’s just a redshirt freshman.

When he first addressed the media at
the end of the regular season, Johnny
remained humble and gave credit to his
teammates, to his coaches, and to the
Aggie 12th man, which is the greatest
tradition in all sports. When he ad-
dressed the Nation after receiving the
Heisman Trophy, he named his offen-
sive line individually, and honored the
1-year anniversary of the passing of a
beloved teammate.

Johnny knows where his talents and
blessings come from; and he gave glory
to God, most importantly.

What makes this year so special is
how Johnny and the Aggie football
team excelled in their first year play-
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ing in the SEC. Not too many people
from outside their locker room gave
them a fighting chance in their inau-
gural SEC season, but they believed in
themselves.

I want to congratulate Texas A&M
University and football coach Kevin
Sumlin on a terrific 10-2 regular sea-
son. He and his coaching staff are doing
extraordinary work down in Aggieland
during their first year. Keep up the
great work.

As Johnny said, leadership, respect
and putting others first are what being
an Aggie is all about. Aggies all across
the world stand together, not only as
fans, but as members of a team. I
proudly echo Johnny’s words when I
say to the 12th man, to Texas A&M
University and to Aggies everywhere,
this honor is for you.

As an Aggie former student, I want
to thank Johnny for an incredible sea-
son, and I look for more exciting sea-
sons in the coming years.

Before I close, I ask all Americans to
pray for our country during these dif-
ficult times and for our brave military
men and women and first responders
who are protecting us at home and
abroad.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing
me to address the House today.

Gig ’em Aggies, God bless America,
and Merry Christmas to all.

——
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A LEGACY OF WORKING FOR
PEACE AND A MORE PERFECT
WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker,
throughout my career in public life,
and even before, nothing has motivated
me more than a desire to end wars and
violent conflicts. When I was a small
girl saying bedtime prayers or making
a birthday wish when blowing out the
candles, I always asked for world
peace. So it’s no surprise that over a
decade ago, I opposed the Iraq war be-
fore it even started. It was appalling
that we would invade a nation that
hadn’t provoked us, had nothing to do
with 9/11, and did not have weapons of
mass destruction. It was a lonely fight
at that time. But I didn’t do it to be
loved. It was a matter of principle.

BARBARA LEE, MAXINE WATERS, and I
formed The Triad—WOOLSEY, WATERS,
and LEE—to organize our opposition.
We held forums, we developed an Out of
Iraq Caucus, we traveled around the
country, and in January 2005, I offered
the first amendment here on the House
floor calling for our troops to be
brought home. Some in my own party
thought that it was a mistake, that we
wouldn’t get any votes—or enough
votes—and that we would be embar-
rassed. Well, I told them that even if I
were the only one voting to bring our
troops home, I would not be embar-
rassed.
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