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really feel compelled to talk about 
where we are. And I’m heartened by 
the fact that both the Speaker and the 
minority leader spoke today about the 
need to come up with a solution. 

Last spring, a guy named JIM COO-
PER, a Member from Tennessee, and I 
offered in response to the budget reso-
lutions that were going on, something 
called ‘‘Simpson-Bowles.’’ Simpson- 
Bowles is also known as the fiscal com-
mission appointed by President Obama 
to look at the Nation’s fiscal problems 
and come up with a set of recommenda-
tions. 

The fact is that, even though it was 
President Obama’s commission, he has 
not sought to implement one of the 
recommendations. Why? Because the 
recommendations are tough. There’s a 
lot of tough love. You don’t get into a 
situation as a country where you owe 
$16 trillion and not have a solution 
that involves some difficulty and some 
sacrifice. 

Included in there—and sadly, as you 
listen to the news accounts and you lis-
ten to some of the comments on the 
floor—the rhetoric is that those mean, 
nasty, nasty, mean Republicans are so 
interested in protecting the rich people 
in this country that they’re not willing 
to increase and ask them to give just a 
little bit more. As one Republican who, 
in fact, says give the President the 2 
percent of the rate increases that he’s 
looking for—that still doesn’t solve the 
problem, as Mr. WOODALL so eloquently 
indicated—I would come at it a dif-
ferent way. 

If you let the Bush tax cuts expire on 
the top 2 percent of wage earners in 
this country, by the President’s num-
bers—not my numbers, not some num-
ber that was pulled out of the cam-
paign—it raises about $900 billion over 
10 years. Not being the sharpest knife 
in the drawer when it came to math 
when I was growing up, even I can do 
that. If you divide $900 billion by 10 
years, you wind up with $90 billion a 
year. That $90 billion a year is enough 
to run the Federal Government for 11 
days. 

The fiscal year around here ends on 
September 30. The President’s pro-
posal, in terms of sticking it to the 
rich people, making them pay a little 
bit more, gets you from the end of the 
fiscal year on September 30 to Colum-
bus Day. Then what? It completely ig-
nores the fact that two-thirds of the 
Federal budget—the Federal budget is 
$3.6 trillion. 

Two-thirds of the Federal budget is 
what is called the ‘‘middle class enti-
tlements.’’ It’s Medicare, Medicaid, So-
cial Security, and the interest on the 
debt. Those checks go out automati-
cally. There is nothing that any Mem-
ber of Congress has to vote on, unless 
you have a proposal, which Simpson- 
Bowles was and is. 

You may hear the ads playing on the 
radio from the Nation’s CEOs and oth-
ers saying, We can’t play small ball. 
We’ve got to come up with a package 
that actually heals the country. 

If there is a sadness that I have and 
one of the reasons I’m leaving is, if you 
listen to the people talking, the Presi-
dent’s advisers are saying, Well, you 
know, going over the fiscal cliff, we’re 
putting the Republicans in this box and 
the 2 percent, that’s good for the Presi-
dent. And you hear the Democrats say-
ing, Listen, if we can have this dis-
charge petition, make people not like 
Republicans, that’s good for the Demo-
cratic Party as we go forward. 

b 1230 

Some people, quite frankly, in my 
party—the Republican Party—are say-
ing, Hey, listen. If we can paint the 
President and the Democrats as tax 
and spenders, then that’s good for our 
party. 

Mr. Speaker, when are people going 
to stop thinking about what’s good for 
themselves or good for their parties 
and start thinking about what’s good 
for America? 

What’s good for America is that 
we’ve got to come together and solve 
this problem, not just with taking that 
$90 billion, which really is not much, 
but with reforming our Tax Code. We 
have to look at the programs of Social 
Security and Medicare, not to evis-
cerate them, not to throw Granny out 
on the street, not to not have health 
care for people in this country, but to 
make those programs not only viable 
today—but what about the people in 
their forties and thirties and twenties? 

They did a survey a little while ago 
of high school seniors, and asked: What 
are you more likely to see, a Social Se-
curity check or a UFO, an unidentified 
flying object? More seniors picked the 
UFO, and with some of the leadership 
around here, I’m not surprised that 
they picked the UFO. 

The fact of the matter is that we 
can’t play small ball. When COOPER and 
I put this thing on the floor last spring, 
it got 38 votes; 26 Democrats and 12 Re-
publicans were willing to stand up and 
do this. It’s time for the big deal, and 
it’s time for leadership. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 31 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LATOURETTE) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Throughout history, You have been 
ever present to all believers. In times 
of darkness, we readily turn on lights. 
Millions of Americans in this season 
have variously turned to the celebra-
tion of the Christmas season, with its 
trees and lights, and Hanukkah, the 
Festival of Lights. 

Even so, in our political world, there 
remains the reality of considerable dis-
agreement and contention. Where there 
is darkness here, send forth a spark of 
inspiration and grace to enlighten 
minds and warm hearts to respond to 
Your love for Your people. 

Eternal Father of us all, fill Your 
children with the delight that comes 
from light. May we walk no longer in 
the darkness of distrust, but join to-
gether in mutual understanding and 
peace toward the common well-being of 
our Nation. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

TACKLING OUR OUT-OF-CONTROL 
SPENDING 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Sunday, the President and 
House Speaker BOEHNER met to discuss 
the impending fiscal cliff. The next 
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day, the President jetted off to Michi-
gan to campaign for tax increases, in-
stead of staying in Washington to work 
on a possible plan. 

With a national debt of over $16 tril-
lion, Washington’s out-of-control 
spending is placing our national secu-
rity at risk. Clearly, spending is the 
threat, with an increase of 93.5 percent 
over 10 years and revenues increased 
only 15.7 percent. Raising taxes on the 
American economy will destroy jobs. 

Reports have indicated that raising 
taxes on the top 2 percent will generate 
up to $80 billion a year. This amount of 
money covers less than 10 percent of 
our Nation’s annual deficits. It’s my 
hope that the President will address 
the fiscal cliff to work with House Re-
publicans to promote small business 
job growth. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

WORKING TOWARD BIPARTISAN 
SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
because the fiscal cliff is upon us. And 
one thing that I know is clear in talk-
ing to my constituents, time and time 
again, they’re looking for solutions to 
the problems that we face. I believe 
that the solutions that are out there 
aren’t going to come from one party or 
the other party; they’re going to come 
from us working together, forging a bi-
partisan solution to the problems that 
we face. And I hope that we can go big-
ger than what is simply asked of us. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the great pleas-
ures of being here is to be able to work 
with good friends, and I want to thank 
my good friend STEVE LATOURETTE for 
his leadership and JIM COOPER as well 
for the thought of putting together the 
Cooper-LaTourette budget based on 
Simpson-Bowles, that talks about a so-
lution that really helps us get our enti-
tlements under control, helps raise rev-
enues, and puts a solution on the table. 

So today, I’m asking my colleagues 
to join with me to try to make sure 
that together we put a bipartisan solu-
tion on the table. And I want to thank 
my good friend, STEVE LATOURETTE, 
for his leadership, and JIM COOPER as 
well. 

f 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. I thank 
the Speaker this afternoon, and I am 
grateful for the words, the prayer that 
was offered about light, both of inspira-
tion and collaboration. 

I think there are bipartisan voices 
crying out for an acceptance of a tax 
cut on 98 percent of the American peo-

ple. That is why the President went to 
Michigan, to speak to working men and 
women, to be able to reaffirm their 
voices that were spoken so loudly on 
November 6. Let us have a tax cut that 
will impact 98 percent of the American 
people and businesses. And let us col-
laboratively work together for the 
steps going forward. 

But let me be very clear. Having spo-
ken to physicians yesterday in meet-
ings in hospitals, you cannot raise the 
eligibility rate of Medicare recipients. 
It just will not work. You cannot judge 
a person’s physical condition between 
65 and 67. That is not the way to bal-
ance the budget and reduce the deficit. 
We know that entitlements, Social Se-
curity, is not the issue. Pass the tax 
cuts on 98 percent, Mr. Speaker, and 
work collaboratively in 2013 to find a 
pathway forward to make this econ-
omy the growing economy that it has 
begun to be. I ask my colleagues, let’s 
work together. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 11, 2012. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 11, 2012 at 11:08 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3187. 

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 612. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker 
on Friday, December 7, 2012: 

H.R. 6156, to authorize the extension 
of nondiscriminatory treatment (nor-
mal trade relations treatment) to prod-
ucts of the Russian Federation and 
Moldova and to require reports on the 
compliance of the Russian Federation 
with its obligations as a member of the 
World Trade Organization, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. YODER) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 112–700) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 827) providing for consideration of 
motions to suspend the rules, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 272, nays 
102, answered ‘‘present’’ 3, not voting 
54, as follows: 

[Roll No. 620] 

YEAS—272 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Alexander 
Amodei 
Austria 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barrow 
Barton (TX) 
Bass (NH) 
Berg 
Berkley 
Berman 
Biggert 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brooks 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Buerkle 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Canseco 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Carnahan 

Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clarke (MI) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Cooper 
Courtney 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dreier 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellmers 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 

Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Flake 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Garamendi 
Gerlach 
Goodlatte 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Green, Al 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hayworth 
Heinrich 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hochul 
Holt 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
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