H6596

Prevention and Intervention Act of
2012 now.

———

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. As we race toward this
fiscal cliff, we are faced with a number
of looming problems, not the least of
which is the threat of a crushing mid-
dle class tax hike. If we fail to act,
middle class Americans could see their
next tax bills rise by more than $3,000,
and while there will be much to dis-
agree on in the coming negotiations,
no one wants this to happen. A tax
hike of this size on the middle class
would be a terrible burden on families
who are just beginning to recover from
this Great Recession.

With congressional approval at an
all-time low, we cannot pass up this op-
portunity to prove to the American
people that we can work together.
President Obama’s legislation to ex-
tend the middle class tax cuts has al-
ready been passed by the Senate, and it
now depends on us. We should embrace
this opportunity to vote on something
we can agree on and bring this legisla-
tion to the floor.

I've already signed this petition. I
urge all of my colleagues to come down
to the House floor right now and sign
this discharge petition. Bring this to
the floor. Let’s give the American peo-
ple a real holiday present.

——
MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last
month, the American people went to
the polls and delivered Congress a re-
sounding message—that Republicans
and Democrats should be working to-
gether to solve our Nation’s problems.
Although our constituents have made
it clear that the time for partisan
games is over and despite over-
whelming support for the idea, the
House Republican leaders are refusing
to hold a vote on extending tax cuts for
middle class families. Instead, they
plan to keep holding them hostage to
tax breaks for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans.

So, today, we have filed a discharge
petition to force a vote on the Middle
Class Tax Cut Act so that 98 percent of
Americans and 97 percent of small busi-
nesses don’t have to worry about their
taxes going up at the end of this year.
It will ensure that 100 percent of Amer-
icans will see a tax cut for the first
$250,000 of family income.

The Senate has already passed an
equivalent bill, but today the House is
still standing in the way of tax relief
for middle class families. I urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
do the right thing for working families:
force the House Republican leadership
to hold a vote on the middle class tax
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cut bill by signing this discharge peti-
tion and by forcing the bill to the floor
so that we can do right by the Amer-
ican people.

———

TIME TO VOTE ON MIDDLE CLASS
TAX CUTS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, when it
comes to the fiscal cliff, Republicans
and Democrats have one major thing in
common—we both believe tax rates
shouldn’t go up on 98 percent of Ameri-
cans and 97 percent of small businesses.
The difference is that Democrats won’t
use middle class families as a bar-
gaining chip.

Today, House Republicans have a
chance to show that they are more se-
rious about making good policy than
making political hostages of the mid-
dle class. We have filed a discharge pe-
tition to bring to the floor legislation
that preserves tax cuts for 98 percent of
Americans and 97 percent of small busi-
nesses. It has already passed the Sen-
ate. The President says he will sign it
immediately.

With our deadline less than a month
away, the clock is ticking, and if House
Republican leadership is wondering
when in our pressing schedule we
might be able to fully consider this leg-
islation, they might rethink their as-
tonishing decision to cancel House
business on Thursday—one of the few
days Congress has left in the current
session.

Mr. Speaker, we know what we must
do, and it might come as a surprise
that we actually agree on a solution.
All that’s left is to vote. I urge my col-
leagues to sign the discharge petition
and to vote immediately to keep mid-
dle class tax rates from going up.

——————

THE POWER TO PULL AMERICA
BACK FROM THE FISCAL CLIFF

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, in the
well of the House, a few feet away from
me, we have the power as Members to
actually pull this country back from a
fiscal cliff which endangers an eco-
nomic recovery and threatens middle
class families all across the country.

The good news is there right now.
Consumer confidence is up, car sales
are up, even the housing market is
making a recovery. If we do not, how-
ever, act to sign this discharge petition
and to protect middle class families,
we will go backwards as a Nation.

It will also solve three-quarters of
the sequestration challenge that the
Budget Control Act still has sitting out
there for January 2. If we sign this dis-
charge petition and get this bill passed,
three-quarters of that problem will be
solved: we will protect Medicare, we
will protect our military, we will pro-
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tect education, and it will reduce the
size of the challenge to avoid seques-
tration.

All Members—Republicans and
Democrats—should come together, sign
this discharge petition, and help the
American people get this economy
back on its feet.

———
0 1220
MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
American people have spoken. In this
last election, they said to all of us:
start to work together; have an agenda
that serves the people of our country.

We’ve all heard the expression that
time is fleeting. Never before has that
expression been more important in my
14 years here in the House of Rep-
resentatives. We have very few working
days and even fewer days this week be-
cause of the House schedule put before
us by the leadership of the House to ac-
tually work on the people’s business
and pass a middle class tax cut that
will affect 98 percent of working Amer-
icans. Ninety-eight percent of working
Americans will get a tax cut by passing
the Senate bill that they passed al-
ready that is now at the desk here in
the House of Representatives in the
form of a discharge petition.

We’re taking this action because we
believe that time is running out. If we
fail to pass this bill or something like
it, the middle class in this country will
see on average a $2,000 increase in their
taxes. I don’t know about anyone here
in this Chamber, but I know my con-
stituency doesn’t want to pay a $2,000
tax.

———

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, for any negotiation to be suc-
cessful, both parties involved must
first identify things on which they can
agree. Fortunately, we already have
agreed: middle class tax cuts need to be
protected. Sixty percent of Americans
agree that extending the middle class
tax cuts and letting those for the
wealthiest expire is a good compromise
and the right thing to do.

Some of our Republican colleagues
agree, saying we ought to give 98 per-
cent of all Americans an early Christ-
mas present by extending the middle
class tax cuts. Sadly, other Repub-
licans do not share that holiday spirit.
In their zeal to protect the tax breaks
for the wealthiest 2 percent, they are
willing to present themselves as the
grinch that stole Christmas.

Let’s not let another opportunity
pass. Let’s show that we were listening
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on election day to our constituents
who want us to work together to pro-
tect the middle class and the economy
and get something done for America.
Sign the discharge petition.

———
MIDDLE INCOME TAX CUT

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, as we all
know, in the course of the election the
President made it very clear that he
was supporting the extension of the
middle income tax cut and everyone,
100 percent of the American people,
would benefit from it—100 percent of
taxpayers, small businesses, wage earn-
ers, and the rest.

Republicans are saying that rather
than passing that, they want to hold it
hostage to giving an additional tax cut
to people making over $250,000 a year.
That’s not negotiating; that’s hostage-
taking.

So today on the floor of the House,
the Democrats have proposed a dis-
charge petition which, if it receives 218
signatures, that’s only a couple dozen
Republicans joining the Democrats, it
would automatically come to the floor
and I predict would receive over-
whelming support of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The American people want us to
work together. We are in agreement on
this subject. Why—why, my Republican
colleagues—can we not vote on some-
thing where we have agreement, where
we have fairness that will work to cre-
ate jobs, to reduce the deficit and will
again have fairness.

This is the heart of the matter that
is holding us here. As the public watch-
es—what is this about—this is about
the $250,000 line that the President said
in the campaign that he would honor
and that this legislation today brings
to bear.

I urge my colleagues, out of 435 Mem-
bers of the House, we only need a cou-
ple dozen Republicans to sign the dis-
charge petition. Each one of them
holds the key to a $2,000 tax cut for the
middle class.

Either sign the petition, urge the
Speaker to bring the bill to the floor,
or explain to your constituents why
you do not want them to have this
$2,000 tax break for 100 percent of the
American people. Please sign the dis-
charge petition. Let’s get this done
this week. We could bring this bill up
under unanimous consent. The message
would be clear to the American people:
we heard you in the campaign. Be fair,
do something that works, work to-
gether. This gives us that opportunity.

HOMESAFE GEORGIA

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to discuss the HomeSafe Geor-
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gia Program. HomeSafe provides tem-
porary assistance to homeowners who
are unemployed or underemployed due
to no fault of their own. I'm hosting
my second HomeSafe Georgia Fore-
closure Prevention Event of 2012, Sat-
urday, December 8, at the Salem Bible
Church Fellowship Hall in Lithonia,
Georgia, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. My
friend, Jasper Williams, is the pastor.
My last HomeSafe event helped hun-
dreds of homeowners temporarily lower
their mortgage payments, and I expect
to help hundreds more after this week-
end’s Georgia HomeSafe event. The
event is free, and I hope Georgians who
need help will attend. For more infor-

mation contact me at
hankjohnson.house.gov.
——

EXTEND MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the
message from the American people is
loud and clear: extend the middle class
tax cuts now. Republicans are holding
hostage tax cuts for 98 percent of
Americans and 97 percent of small busi-
nesses to give more tax breaks to the
wealthiest Americans. Once again Re-
publicans are playing politics with
something that will help Americans
get back as we work to repair the dam-
age that 8 years of Republican leader-
ship created.

Democrats have a commonsense solu-
tion, and we can’t wait around any
longer to let real proposals languish
until the House GOP gets its act to-
gether. Spearheaded by Congressman
TiM WALZ, Democrats filed the Walz
discharge petition to automatically
bring to the House floor the Senate-
passed middle class tax cuts which the
President has said he will sign imme-
diately. We have no time to waste, Mr.
Speaker. Pass the extension of the mid-
dle class tax cuts now as we find a bold,
balanced, and fair agreement to avoid
the fiscal cliff.

———
PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
the day for the call of the Private Cal-
endar.

———
BARTOSZ KUMOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will call the first bill on the cal-
endar.

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 1857)
for the relief of Bartosz Kumor.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 1857

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
BARTOSZ KUMOR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Bartosz
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Kumor shall be eligible for issuance of an
immigrant visa or for adjustment of status
to that of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence upon filing an application
for issuance of an immigrant visa under sec-
tion 204 of such Act or for adjustment of sta-
tus to lawful permanent resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Bartosz
Kumor enters the United States before the
filing deadline specified in subsection (c), he
shall be considered to have entered and re-
mained lawfully and shall, if otherwise eligi-
ble, be eligible for adjustment of status
under section 245 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act as of the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Bartosz
Kumor, the Secretary of State shall instruct
the proper officer to reduce by 1, during the
current or next following fiscal year, the
total number of immigrant visas that are
made available to natives of the country of
the alien’s birth under section 203(a) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act or, if appli-
cable, the total number of immigrant visas
that are made available to natives of the
country of the alien’s birth under section
202(e) of such Act.

(e) DENIAL OF PREFERENTIAL IMMIGRATION
TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN RELATIVES.—The
natural parents, brothers, and sisters of
Bartosz Kumor shall not, by virtue of such
relationship, be accorded any right, privi-
lege, or status under the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

——
DANIEL WACHIRA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will call the second bill on the
calendar.

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 824)
for the relief of Daniel Wachira.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 824

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
DANIEL WACHIRA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Daniel
Wachira shall be eligible for issuance of an
immigrant visa or for adjustment of status
to that of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence upon filing an application
for issuance of an immigrant visa under sec-
tion 204 of such Act or for adjustment of sta-
tus to lawful permanent resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Daniel
Wachira enters the United States before the
filing deadline specified in subsection (c¢), he
shall be considered to have entered and re-
mained lawfully and shall, if otherwise eligi-
ble, be eligible for adjustment of status
under section 245 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act as of the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
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