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And I thank Mr. CLAY for yielding me
the time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I also urge
the passage of H.R. 5954 and reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to my
distinguished colleague from the State
of Pennsylvania (Mr. GERLACH).

Mr. GERLACH. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I thank the
Speaker for this time. And a special
thanks to my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania, Congressman ALTMIRE, for the
sponsorship of this legislation.

I rise today to recognize Congres-
sional Medal of Honor hero Army Ser-
geant Leslie Sabo, Jr., who was a resi-
dent of my hometown of Ellwood City,
Pennsylvania, and proudly served in
the 101st Airborne Division during the
Vietnam War.

Sergeant Sabo arrived in Vietnam on
November 14, 1969, and fought on a
piece of ground called Hill 474. On May
5, 1970, his company moved into Cam-
bodia and was engaged in daily fire-
fights for 5 days. On May 10, his com-
pany was caught in a deadly ambush;
but despite being wounded three times
by enemy fire and from a hand grenade,
he continued to purposely draw enemy
fire towards himself in order to allow
his wounded comrades to be safely
evacuated. Tragically, he died of his
wounds on that hill.

A few years ago, after being informed
that Sergeant Sabo’s Medal of Honor
review by the Department of Defense
had languished for many years, I was
pleased to work with my colleague,
Representative ALTMIRE, to have the
Department reevaluate this case and
ultimately recommend that the Presi-
dent posthumously award Sergeant
Sabo the Medal of Honor. On May 16,
we were both very honored and privi-
leged to be at the White House for the
President’s presentation of this Medal
of Honor award to the Sabo family.

Today I am, likewise, honored to
have joined Representative ALTMIRE in
sponsoring this bill to rename the post
office in Ellwood City the Sergeant
Leslie H. Sabo, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing. It is important for the citizens of
Ellwood City, of Pennsylvania, and of
our entire Nation to have a permanent
public reminder of one of our greatest
local heroes.

His story is a powerful reminder of
the sacrifices our soldiers make in
order to keep our country safe. Each
day in America, we enjoy unprece-
dented freedom thanks to the distin-
guished service and tremendous sac-
rifices of our servicemen and -women
and their families. While we can never
fully repay the debt we owe our troops
and our veterans, we can assure them
and their families that we will always
remember their extraordinary service.

The legislation before us today ap-
propriately honors Sergeant Sabo’s
service and sacrifice, and I urge my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, having no
further requests for time, let me again

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

urge my colleagues to vote in support
of H.R. 5954, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I urge all
Members to support the passage of H.R.
5954, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 5954—To designate
the facility of the United States Postal Service
located at 320 7th Street in Ellwood City,
Pennsylvania, as the “Sergeant Leslie H.
Sabo, Jr. Post Office Building.”

On 10 May 1970, Sp4c. Leslie H. Sabo Jr.
distinguished himself while serving as a rifle-
man against hostile forces in the Se San area
during the Cambodian Operation west of
Pleiku. Specialist Sabo was in the rear ele-
ment of a reconnaissance patrol when it was
ambushed by a large enemy force. While firing
his automatic weapon from his defensive posi-
tion, Sp4c. Sabo saw that his comrades were
being assaulted by a flanking enemy force. He
immediately turned his fire in the direction of
the attacking enemy and with automatic weap-
ons fire and grenades he was able to halt the
insurgents from moving forward even though
he was wounded while doing so. Then from
his defensive position, Sp4c. Sabo saw a
wounded comrade about 10 meters to his right
and disregarding his own wound he rushed to
help the fallen soldier. A grenade was thrown
into the friendly area from a nearby enemy
ditch and Sp4c. Sabo threw himself on top of
the wounded soldier to protect him from the
blast. He was again wounded in the back from
the grenade. He then took one of his own gre-
nades and assaulted the ditch, threw his gre-
nade into the ditch and killed two enemy sol-
diers. Now seriously wounded, Sp4c Sabo re-
trieved three bandoleers of ammo and was
able to make it back to his original defensive
position. As he threw extra ammo to another
comrade he was again shot in the leg area
and fell behind a small tree. As two wounded
soldiers were trying to get to a tree line to be
evacuated out of the combat area, enemy fire
was pointed in their direction preventing them
from getting to the helicopter. Sp4c. Sabo with
multiple wounds stood up from behind his only
cover, a small tree, and opened fire on the
enemy that was preventing the evacuation.
While their fire was now diverted toward Sp4c.
Sabo, the two wounded soldiers were able to
get to the helicopter safe. Sp4c. Sabo was hit
with automatic weapons fire multiple times and
died from his wounds. Through his indomitable
courage, complete disregard for his own safe-
ty and profound concern for his fellow soldiers,
he averted loss of life and injury to the mem-
bers of his patrol.

Leslie Sabo first came to my attention when
a constituent, Alton Mabb, Jr. asked me to
recommend his friend Leslie Sabo for the
Medal of Honor. This was in 2002. After many
years and the White House and Pentagon los-
ing and finding the paperwork that | sent they
finally were ready to recommend a yes to the
medal, but the award was too late and we
needed a special amendment in the Defense
Authorization bill to allow this to happen. |
worked with Chairman Ike Skelton to get it into
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2008.

| was pleased when President Obama finally
awarded the Medal of Honor to Sergeant
Sabo earlier this year, and believe that naming
this Post Office after him is a fitting tribute. |
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want to thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania for his leadership on this bill and thank
all those men and women who defend this Na-
tion every day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GOsAR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5954.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
HEIDTMAN STEEL

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. For decades, America’s
trade policy has been broken. When
Congress granted permanent normal
trade relations to China, those of us in
Congress who opposed the deal were
promised that U.S. businesses would be
treated fairly in China. Well, that
didn’t happen. Instead, we see cases of
corruption and outright theft with lit-
tle or no justice for U.S. companies.

In our Ohio district, one of our local
manufacturing companies, Heidtman
Steel, was the victim of corrupt busi-
ness practices in China. Heidtman sup-
plies steel to the U.S. auto industry.
Heidtman took a chance by trying to
do business in China. Do you know
what? They essentially were robbed by
a Chinese company. After 8 years of
trying to get justice, Heidtman is still
owed $7 million.

I've asked the Chinese Ambassador
and their government for answers to
this case, and our Federal trade estab-
lishment needs to be more forceful on
issues of business fraud. America and
the Congress should not stand idly by
as American companies are fleeced and
as the promises of a level playing field
are broken.

[From the Toledo Blade, Nov. 21, 2012]
HEIDTMAN STEEL PRODUCTS, INC. SAYS
CHINESE FIRM OWES IT $7 M
(By Ignazio Messina)

A Toledo company that has supplied steel
for the Detroit Three automakers and raw
materials to steel mills says it was duped
eight years ago by a Chinese business that
claimed to have a great supply of coking
coal for sale.

After nearly a decade of legal wrangling
overseas, Heidtman Steel Products Inc. is
still owed nearly $5.9 million, plus 5 percent
interest from the Chinese company. The in-
terest brings the award to about $7 million.

“A simple business transaction. Well, it
never shipped and they never returned the
money,”’ said Mark Ridenour, chief financial
officer for Heidtman Steel. ““I think we got
ripped off, to be perfectly honest. I think we
got shanghaied.”

Toledo Mayor Mike Bell and about 20 local
businessmen left for China on Nov. 13 and are
to fly back today.

The mayor has been urging Toledo busi-
nesses to explore doing business with Chi-
nese investors and businessmen.

The trip to China to seek investors is Mr.
Bell’s fourth. His spokesman, Jen Sorgenfrei,
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reached in China on Tuesday morning, de-
clined to make the mayor available for com-
ment about the problems Heidtman Steel
had in China.

In December, 2010, an arbitrator in Geneva
agreed with Heidtman and ordered the Chi-
nese company—Hebei Huiyuan  Group
Tangshan Import & Export Co. Ltd.—to
repay $3.5 million plus other costs for 44,000
tons of coke it had promised to deliver but
did not. Two years later, Heidtman is still
without its money and never received the
shipment.

In 2004, when coke was difficult to obtain
and the price of steel was sky-high, John
Bates, Heidtman’s chief executive officer,
thought he had found a supply of coke to sat-
isfy his customers.

“We became aware that there was maybe
some coking coal available in China for ex-
port to the United States, so our CEO went
over and met with some individuals,” Mr.
Ridenour said. ‘“We signed a contract [and]
made a payment in order to obtain this cok-
ing coal, which we would then turn around
and sell to a steel producer; in this case, it
was SeverStal.”

The deal with Hebei was signed on Nov. 13,
2004, and the money was wired three days
later. The coke was supposed to be waiting
on a dock in China north of Beijing on Dec.
5, 2004.

After Hebei failed to deliver the coke,
Heidtman agreed to cover the difference be-
tween the contract price and the cost of buy-
ing 44,000 tons of coke on the dock from an-
other seller to honor its commitment to
SeverStal. In January, 2005, SeverStal de-
manded $1.68 million from Heidtman for the
purchase price difference of that coke and
extra shipping costs.

The arbitrator awarded Heidtman $3.51
million as reimbursement and the $1.68 mil-
lion it had to pay to SeverStal. Heidtman
was also awarded $440,000 plus $185,876 in
legal fees, hearing costs, and arbitration
fees.

Xu Jianguo, chairman and legal represent-
ative of Hebei, could not be reached for com-
ment at his office in China. Mr. Xu and the
company are listed on a variety of Chinese-
language Web sites. One site calls him ‘‘the
city of Tangshan coke king’ and says that
he has been chairman of the board of the En-
trepreneurs Association of Hebei Province,
Tangshan City Federation executive com-
mittee.

Mr. Ridenour alleged Mr. Xu asked for an
additional $10 million after the coke ship-
ment didn’t arrive at the docks.

John Carey, a lawyer with Eastman &
Smith Ltd. who is working for Heidtman,
said the arbitration award has been ignored
but there are legal options in China.

“We have a two-year window to do some-
thing with it in China,” Mr. Carey said. ‘“We
have had a Chinese lawyer in Beijing for
about a year trying to help us. . . . We have
been told by everybody and their aunt that
you can go through the Chinese judicial
process if you want to; it will take a really
long time; it will be really expensive, and
really there is no certainty for outcome.”

Derek Scissors, an expert on China and an
Asian scholar at the Heritage Foundation in
Washington, said he was not surprised to
hear about Heidtman’s troubles with the
Chinese company. He said American compa-
nies should first check out businesses in
China before proceeding because recovering
money in a legal dispute is very difficult.

““No certainty for an outcome is an under-
statement,” Mr. Scissors said. ‘“The funda-
mental problem for the U.S. is that it wants
to encourage private Chinese companies, but
private does not mean ethical or well run.
. . . It could be owned by thieves and all of
these companies have the shelter that they
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are not going to be forced to pay unless they
have other overseas exposure.”

Mr. Scissors said American companies in
similar disputes will not get a judgment on
any basis of law. ‘“There is no rule of law in
China,” he said. ‘‘Decisions are made on a
political basis and the top one is keeping
people employed, so if the Chinese company
says it would have to lay off workers to pay
this order, then forget it, you are not going
to get squat.”

Mr. Ridenour admits Heidtman should
have used an international letter of credit
rather than paying up front for the coke.

“This was our first foray into China and
maybe our last,” he said. ‘‘It’s a story about
the perils of doing business in China without
having your behind protected.”

Heidtman and its law firm have asked for
help from U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R., Ohio),
U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D., Toledo), the
U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, the American Embassy
in Beijing, and the International Chamber of
Commerce.

Miss Kaptur said she is trying to ‘‘get jus-
tice”’ for Heidtman by going through official
channels.

“I am seeking a personal meeting with the
ambassador from China to the United States
and we have asked for that meeting and we
are waiting for a reply,” she said. “We are
operating with a country that does not have
reciprocal trade practices. They do not have
a rule of law and they do not abide by the
normal practice of global trade.”’

She said Heidtman’s situation is a cau-
tionary tale.

‘“This is indicative of many American com-
panies doing business in China,” Miss Kaptur
said.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 3642. An act to clarify the scope of the
Economic Espionage Act of 1996.

—

DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF BSE-
QUESTRATION CUTS TO MATER-
NAL AND CHILD HEALTH PRO-
GRAMS AND RESEARCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for yielding to me for a very
important hour.

I want to begin with Elodie Michaud,
this beautiful, beautiful baby and hope
that everyone will think about Elodie
as every child, as any child, as your
child. Because what I rise to talk about
today is the importance of protecting
very important maternal and child
health programs and research, some
wonderful things that our country does
to make sure that children like Elodie,
regardless of their circumstances and
where they live and how much money
their parents make, will be able to
grow up healthy and happy and produc-
tive in our country.
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Investments in maternal and child
health improve the well-being and
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quality of life for women and children
and families all over the country while
actually reducing government costs. So
as we deal with all of the issues of the
debt and the deficit, I want to make
sure that everybody is keeping Elodie,
and children like her and her mother
and her father and her family, in mind
and making cuts that really make
sense and avoiding cuts that absolutely
make no sense, that don’t save money,
and certainly don’t make our country
any better. The investments that we
make help children remain healthy,
achieve success in school, and become
productive members of society.

While we all agree that we want to
tackle our fiscal challenges, we want to
make sure that we take the Kkind of
balanced and sensible approach that re-
duces our deficit, puts our fiscal house
in order, and protects the health of
women, children, and families. So we
should all agree, both sides of the aisle,
that we want to increase revenue to
tackle our budget deficits and ask
those who can afford it—the wealthier
individuals and profitable corpora-
tions—to pay their fair share so that
we don’t ask children and families, like
Elodie’s family, to bear the burden.

Elodie certainly had nothing to do
with creating the deficit, and many
families that the Elodies of the world
live in had nothing do with creating
the deficit. Asking them to pay more
doesn’t make any sense. We need to
find more savings in the bloated de-
fense budget and waste, fraud, and
abuse throughout many different sys-
tems. Obviously, we want to get rid of
unnecessary and duplicative programs
that we don’t need, and we should go
very carefully through our budget. We
don’t want to do it at the expense of
children.

When we talk about sequestration,
these are automatic budget cuts that
will go through if we don’t resolve the
fiscal problems that we have right now.
These are, I would argue, inefficient,
across-the-board cuts that will be
made. And even though some programs
for vulnerable Americans are pro-
tected, others would be severely cut.
We should not allow this.

American families shouldn’t be pay-
ing for a budget deficit largely caused
by things like two unpaid-for wars and
two unpaid-for tax cuts that dispropor-
tionately benefited the wealthy and
Wall Street gone wild, which led to the
worst recession since the Great Depres-
sion. Our budget should not be bal-
anced on the backs of vulnerable Amer-
icans, including women and children.
Funding programs that assist vulner-
able women and children have already
experienced serious cuts in recent
years, and we shouldn’t be asking more
from these safety net programs.

We also want to ensure that we don’t
replace sequestration, these automatic
cuts that will go into place, with some-
thing even worse. Some alternatives
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