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Ackerman
Adams
Aderholt
Alexander
Altmire
Amodei
Austria
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baldwin
Barber
Barletta
Barrow
Barton (TX)
Bass (NH)
Becerra
Benishek
Berg
Berkley
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bonner
Bono Mack
Boswell
Boustany
Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Broun (GA)
Brown (FL)
Bucshon
Buerkle
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Calvert
Camp
Campbell
Canseco
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Carnahan
Carson (IN)
Carter
Cassidy
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke (MI)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen

Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Cravaack
Crawford
Crenshaw
Critz
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curson (MI)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett

[Roll No. 607]

YEAS—370

Dold
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle

Dreier

Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers
Emerson
Engel

Eshoo
Farenthold
Farr

Fattah
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Flake
Fleischmann
Fleming
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Garamendi
Gardner
Gerlach
Gibbs

Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gosar

Gowdy
Granger
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Guinta
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hahn

Hall
Hanabusa
Hanna
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayworth
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hochul
Holden
Honda

Hoyer
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurt

Israel

Issa

Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones

Jordan
Kaptur

Kelly

Kildee

Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kissell

Kline
Labrador
Lamborn
Lance
Landry
Langevin
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Lankford
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren, Zoe
Long
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maloney
Marchant
Marino
Markey
Matheson
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
MclIntyre
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meehan
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Moore
Moran
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (PA)
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
Olson
Olver
Owens
Palazzo
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quayle
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Rehberg
Reichert
Renacci
Reyes
Richardson
Richmond
Rivera
Roby

Roe (TN) Sewell Van Hollen
Rogers (AL) Sherman Velazquez
Rogers (MI) Shimkus Visclosky
Rokita Shuler Walberg
Rooney ) Slfxuster Walden
Ros-Lehtinen S}mpson Walsh (IL)
A e WamON

U
Roybal-Allard  Smith (NE) Wasserman

. chultz
Royce Smith (NJ)

. Waters
Runyan Smith (TX)
Ryan (OH) Smith (WA) Watt
Ryan (WI) Southerland Waxman
Sarbanes Speier Webster
Scalise Stark Welch
Schakowsky Stearns West
Schiff Stivers Westmoreland
Schilling Sutton Whitfield
Schmidt Terry Wilson (FL)
Schock Thompson (CA) Wilson (SC)
Schrader Thompson (MS) Wittman
Schwartz Thompson (PA) Wolf
Scott (SC) Tiberi Womack
Scott (VA) Tierney Woodall
Scott, Austin Tipton Yoder
Scott, David Tonko Young (AK)
gensenbrennm Tsongas Young (FL)

errano Turner (NY) Young (IN)

Sessions Upton

NAYS—19
Amash Graves (GA) Ribble
Blackburn Huelskamp Rigell
Brady (TX) Kucinich Ross (FL)
Brooks Massie Schweikert
Flores Mulvaney Thornberry
Franks (AZ) Paul
Garrett Poe (TX)

NOT VOTING—44

AKkin Grimm Rogers (KY)
Andrews Heinrich Rohrabacher
Bartlett Herger Rothman (NJ)
Bass (CA) Holt Ruppersberger
Berman Jackson (IL) Rush
Boren Jackson Lee Sanchez, Linda
Buchanan (TX) T,
Carney Keating
Chandler Lewis (CA) gi‘ggfrfli‘nmrem
Costello Lewis (GA) Sullivan
DeGette Loebsack
Filner Manzullo Towns
Forbes Matsui Turner (OH)
Frank (MA) Meeks Woolsey
Gallegly Miller, George Yarmuth
Grijalva Pence

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1802

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
Senate amendments were concurred in.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 607, |
was away from the Capitol due to prior com-
mitments to my constituents. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
808.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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URGING PASSAGE OF FARM BILL

(Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to urge this House to
come together and support a new com-
prehensive farm bill. Farmers in my
district are the most efficient pro-
ducers in the world; however, their pro-
ductivity and efficiency could be hin-
dered if this body does not act on a new
farm bill.

After facing a historic drought this
year, farmers saw a tremendous drop in
yields. Crop insurance was there to
keep them afloat; however, there is so
much uncertainty that, if we don’t act
soon, the producers in my district and
across the country could be facing un-
just consequences when going to buy
their seed, fertilizer, and other inputs
for the 2013 crop.

There are differences between the bill
that was passed by the House Ag Com-
mittee, of which I'm a member, as
compared to that of the Senate. That’s
why we need to bring the House bill to
the floor for a vote, so that we can go
to conference committee and work out
our differences just as we did last year
in the highway bill.

Certainty is what the farmers need
right now in order to continue to
produce the safest and most affordable
food in the world. I urge both sides to
come together and pass a new 5-year
farm bill before the end of the year.

——

[ 1810

VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. TIP-
TON). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 5, 2011, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, vio-
lence is continuing to erupt in the Mid-
dle East. Unfortunately, it remains
true that for every action there is a re-
action. So when this administration
decided to push its ally, President Mu-
barak, out of leadership in Egypt, it
was assisting in creating instability
around our other ally, Israel. And that
instability continues to grow.

One of the things that was helpful
from Egypt while President Mubarak
was in charge, at least there were some
efforts to restrict the transfer of rock-
ets into the Gaza Strip. So there were
some tunnels that would be found. The
tunnels had to be kept small, so they
were able to get smaller rockets into
Gaza. But now that there is a new re-
gime, apparently the bigger rockets are
getting into Gaza, and they pose more
and more of a threat as they continue
to be fired into Israel.

The action is not only the fall of an
ally, President Mubarak, but the as-
sistance in bringing to power in Egypt
the Muslim Brotherhood. They want to
see Israel gone, and they would also
not mind seeing the United States
gone.
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It’s important when formulating for-
eign policy that the United States, par-
ticularly the Obama administration,
decide are we going to be assisted with
our own personal security here in the
United States by the actions that we
take, or are the reactions that are
going to be caused by our actions actu-
ally going to cause greater threats to
our closest allies and to ourselves. And,
unfortunately, that’s what we’re see-
ing. In fact, I saw an article in May of
2010 which indicated that this adminis-
tration, the Obama administration,
sided with Israel’s enemies in demand-
ing that Israel disclose any nuclear
weapons. We’d never sided with Israel’s
enemies in trying to push Israel into
doing something against its own inter-
ests. When you’re a very small country
surrounded by countries that want to
see you go away, it is important that
they not know all of your defenses.

Going back in the Old Testament,
you find history, King Hezekiah show-
ing all of their treasure and all of their
defenses. All of their defenses they had
in their armory, he showed them to the
leaders of Babylon. As a result, ulti-
mately that kingdom was lost to the
Babylonians.

You don’t show other nations, even
people you think are friends at the mo-
ment; they may turn into enemies. It
is important that your enemies, and
even your friends, not know all of your
defenses. And yet we sided with Israel’s
enemies, or at least this administra-
tion did.

The result we saw within 2-3 days,
the flotilla head from Turkey to chal-
lenge the blockade of the Gaza Strip. It
was a legitimate, lawful blockade that
was trying to keep rockets out of Gaza
that would inflict death and terror
upon Israel. A legitimate blockade.
The only things being kept out were
weapons, rockets, things that would
kill the Israelis and terrorize our ally.
But that’s what happens. You have
challenges to a nation when that na-
tion’s enemies see their strongest ally
pull away and siding with that nation’s
enemies.

That’s why it was so important, and
I began pushing at that time, to have
Prime Minister Netanyahu invited to
speak here in this Chamber. And a year
later, to his great credit, Speaker
BOEHNER, at the urging of many of us,
invited Prime Minister Netanyahu, and
he gave the best speech I've heard here
in Congress. It helps when a nation’s
enemy sees their strongest ally siding
with them.

On the other hand, when a nation’s
enemies see the strong ally, in this
case the United States, turning on an
ally, as this administration had with
President Mubarak, and helping people
who want to see Israel gone from the
map take power, it encourages Israel’s
enemies.

This administration also had rela-
tions with Qadhafi, who had opened
up—he had blood on his hands from
prior years, not a good man, but he had
opened up his country, abandoned any
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nuclear weapons pursuit, and become
an ally. I have seen individual family
members of Muammar Qadhafi here in
Washington to meet with administra-
tion officials. And then, lo and behold,
a year and a half or so ago, this admin-
istration sides with the enemies. And
at the time we knew al Qaeda was con-
tained within the revolt, and we sided
with the al Qaeda-backed revolt to
drive out Qadhafi. That appears to
have inspired the violence in Tunisia.

And so we have seen Israel’s enemies
and our own enemies actually grow in
strength—Tunisia, Libya, Egypt—com-
ing on to surround Israel, and any
threat to Western values that are
found in Israel is a threat to our own
existence. And it’s important that
someone in this administration make
repeated note of that because the re-
sult here recently has been further vio-
lence to our friend and ally, Israel.

So we have this report, November 15,
2012, three people were killed as rock-
ets fired from Gaza struck southern
Israel escalating violence. They died
when a four-story building in the town
of Kiryat Malachi was hit. There had
been about 200 rockets fired into Israel.
Israel’s Iron Dome was able to inter-
cept many of them, but couldn’t pos-
sibly intercept as many as 200.

[ 1820

“Hamas’ political leader Khaled
Mashaal vowed to continue the ‘resist-
ance’ against Israel,” Reuters news
agency reported.

This ‘‘resistance” is just another
word for ‘‘violence.” They’re inflicting
violence on Israel and then turning
around and blaming Israel for defend-
ing itself and trying to continue to
grow world opinion against the tiny
nation of Israel when it’s not Israel
that is demanding the total annihila-
tion of its enemies in surrounding
countries. They just want to live in
peaceful coexistence. But this adminis-
tration has helped its enemies take
over the countries surrounding it.

And now we’re aware of enemies com-
ing into Jordan, beginning to incite a
potential revolt there against another
ally who must wonder is this adminis-
tration going to turn on him next.

King Abdullah has not been someone
with whom we’ve agreed on all things,
but he has kept a relatively very peace-
ful border with Israel. So necessarily
he would wonder, Because I've kept the
peace with Israel on their border, am I
going to be targeted next? And the an-
swer needs to come very loudly and
very clearly—and it doesn’t seem to be
much of a muffle at all—that we sup-
port those who will prevent violence
against Israel, against their Western
values, against their desire to just live
in peace and be left alone. And yet
we’ve helped their enemies build vio-
lence and potential for more violence
around it.

This story from Sky News reported
that the rockets hit near Tel Aviv
deeper into Israel. Palestinian mili-
tants target Israel with nearly 150
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rockets, striking the outskirts of Tel
Aviv as Israel continues airstrikes.

And there has been a problem: Since
this administration helped create the
environment in north Africa and in the
Middle East where those who want to
see Israel destroyed could take power,
more violence has occurred, not less;
more people’s lives are in danger, not
less. There’s less freedom of worship,
not more. The things that we believe
in—freedom of worship of all people or
no worship if people choose not to wor-
ship—these kinds of things should be
kept inviolate.

And yet we’ve seen, as this Nation
took over Afghanistan, more Ameri-
cans have died in about half the time
under Commander in Chief Obama as
died during the 7 years and 3 months
under President Bush in Afghanistan,
American military. Over 70 percent of
those killed in Afghanistan have been
under Commander Obama in about half
the time. We’ve seen violence esca-
lating against Americans in Afghani-
stan. We’ve seen the last Christian
church, public Christian church pull
out of Afghanistan.

This administration should be en-
couraging freedom of worship, encour-
aging the liberation of women, of chil-
dren. And yet for all its help, it’s cre-
ated environments in Libya, in Egypt,
in Afghanistan, in Iraq where there is
more and more violence, more and
more oppression against women,
against children, against Christians,
against Jews, against anyone who
wants to worship other than in a rad-
ical Islamist way.

Sometimes we wonder who’s in
charge in this administration because
somebody’s got to figure it out. So I
was glad to hear President Obama say
yesterday, Don’t be accusing Ambas-
sador Rice of going out and lying.

And we know that something is not a
lie unless somebody knows that it’s not
true when they say it. The President
apparently indicated that she was
given the information that was untrue,
to go out and spread those untruths.
And if she didn’t know that the state-
ments she was told by the White House
to go out and tell were not truths, then
she was not lying. And she should be
given credit for not lying if she didn’t
know those untruths she was telling
were not true.

But then it raises more and more
questions. You know, who is in charge
there?

Woodward’s book raises the issue of
the President coming to meetings over
crises and not even knowing who’s
going to be coming to brief him on
things; whereas, a strong leader would
come in and, I want to hear from this
person, this person, this person.

Who’s making the decisions? Who
does know what’s true and not true in
this administration? Who can we de-
pend on at 3 in the morning when we
have public servants who have been
sent into harm’s way to do this admin-
istration’s bidding, who is going to an-
swer that phone and say, The people
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that we ordered into harm’s way on our
behalf are in trouble? Right now, get
them all the help we can give them.
Who’s going to answer that call? Why
does it take 8 hours to get the people
ordered into harm’s way some help?
We’re stronger than that. We’ve got ve-
hicles, planes, things that can get
there faster.

So why are people trying to cover up
who makes those decisions? Who de-
cides not to help the people we have in
harm’s way? And if we don’t figure that
out, how can we expect anybody to
ever come forward and sign up to put
their lives on the line for their coun-
try?

We have the greatest military in the
history of this country. The men and
women who have served this country
throughout our history have been ex-
traordinary, but never with the power
and the ability of the military that we
have now. It’s extraordinary.

But when this administration creates
rules of engagement that even go one
step worse than telling our people,
When you’re fired on, you can defend
yourself, but if you’re not fired on and
somebody raises a weapon and they’re
going to shoot at you, they look like
they’re going to shoot at you, you have
got to wait to make sure they’re going
to shoot at you before you shoot back,
that’s the kind of impression our mili-
tary has gotten in the field in the past.

But as I've talked to military mem-
bers in Afghanistan, it’s their impres-
sion that the rules of engagement are
such that now when they’re fired at,
they can’t fire back if they think there
might be a civilian somewhere that
might get hit, because if they do and
they hit a civilian, even defending
themselves in what in America would
be self-defense, sent into harm’s way
might get them sent to prison when
they get home. So they are tasked with
an unenviable position of deciding, Do
I want to defend myself against death
and risk going to prison when I get
home, being jailed by the country that
I’'m trying to defend, to serve?

We’ve got to get some answers of
who’s making the decisions that are
getting our military killed, that have
gotten an Ambassador killed, that got
two former SEALs killed. We have got
to get some answers. Who’s covering
this stuff up? Somebody is. We can’t
get the story straight.

O 1830

General Petraeus is supposed to ap-
pear tomorrow.

We need an independent prosecutor
to do an investigation, not with the in-
tention, as apparently Fitzgerald had,
of ‘“‘getting somebody,”” so that he goes
into the investigation into whether or
not Valerie Plame was outed and he
finds out the answer and decides to do
what he can to get somebody inside the
Bush administration, even though he
knew that Scooter Libby was not re-
sponsible and was set up. He should
have been truthful. You should always
be truthful. But the prosecutor was not
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honorable in the way that that was
pursued. If he knew the answer as to
who had outed Valerie Plame, that it
was not Scooter Libby, it was not Karl
Rove, he should have been honorable
enough to own up to that instead of
asking for more money and trying to
set up other individuals.

So with those kinds of things going
on, it’s understandable how people
would expect that having an inde-
pendent counsel might not be a good
idea. But when there are clearly con-
flicts of interest, when you have an
FBI that is investigating information
that involves the Director of the CIA,
when you have an Attorney General
that has information that needs to go
immediately to the Commander in
Chief, to the President of the country,
we need to find out, did it go there, and
if not why not. And, if so, what in the
world is the President doing with this
information because now he’s saying
they didn’t get it until after the elec-
tion. Why so long? Where are the prob-
lems here? Why are the stories dif-
ferent? Why are the stories that were
told different from the evidence those
people had in their hands when they
told their stories? The answers need to
be found, and there’s clearly a conflict
of interest.

We do not need to return to the days
of an FBI Director who investigates,
not to report to the Commander in
Chief, but to gather information so
that he can get it and use it or provide
it to someone else who can use it to
force people to do what they want.

So what happens when an FBI Direc-
tor comes into office honorably, with
the best of intentions, as it appears J.
Edgar Hoover did, to battle organized
crime that was such a blot on this
country. When you’re in power too
long, as Stalin, who should have
known, said, With power dizziness.

So there has to be accountability.
It’s what the Founders had in mind.
Checks and balances. We've seen with
the Supreme Court’s decision in
ObamaCare that they’re going to allow
unconstitutional laws to go forward.
They’re not going to be the ones to
rein in violations of the Constitution
that are contained in bad legislation:
You guys in Congress need to figure
that out. Our Chief Justice punted on
that one.

So it’s back to us. Members of Con-
gress have the purse strings. And if the
administration will not properly ap-
point a special prosecutor to inves-
tigate, not with the intent of putting
someone in jail but to see if there is
something that needs to be prosecuted,
if they’re not willing to do that, then
we need to cut off funds to those areas
that are refusing to do justice. Because
an Injustice Department should not be
funded, at least the parts of it that are
doing injustice. There are parts that
are serving nobly and well. Fund those
parts.

We have the power of the purse to
check and balance an administration
running amok. So when an administra-

H6393

tion takes actions to make sure that
people who are illegally voting have
the chance to illegally vote, we need to
look at what areas we are funding
there. Because if there’s a Justice De-
partment that is assisting—complicit—
in seeing that people not legally al-
lowed to vote, vote, then we have the
power of the purse strings to do some-
thing about it, and we should. And if
the Senate fails to rein in injustice,
they need to be exposed, those who
stand in its way. Because that’s the
great thing about America. When
Americans get the truth, they stand on
the truth and stand for justice. They
always have. But they’ve got to get the
truth.

And sometimes these days it’s hard
to know what’s true. When you have an
administration sending out different
stories, and then we find out that they
knew all along that it was a violent,
coordinated attack on our Ambassador,
that the two former SEALs that were
killed were not Kkilled seeking cover, as
this administration released that they
were. You had one on the top of a
building using a machine gun, fighting
to the end to protect others. That’s not
a man seeking cover. That’s a man giv-
ing cover to others. That’s a man lay-
ing down his life for his country. And
this administration did not serve him
as he served it.

We need to get to the bottom of
what’s going on. Whatever it takes,
lawfully, ethically, we need to get to
the bottom of it. We need to require
that if this administration is going to
continue getting funding, it better
start protecting those who are pro-
tecting it. And if that means that in
order to protect those who are in
harm’s way, then let’s fund those who
are in harm’s way protecting us and
not fund the rest until they are com-
mitted to protecting those of us who
are in harm’s way. We can do that.

Social Security, despite the lies that
were told by some in the last couple of
years that, oh gee, if there’s a shut-
down, Social Security recipients,
you’re not going to get a dime. Gar-
bage. Those are lies. And people need
to know if and when those things start
getting told, they are lies, whoever
would tell them, because the law has
been passed previously that if there is
a government shutdown, Social Secu-
rity recipients will get their Social Se-
curity checks. They will be coming. Be-
cause the money will continue to come
in. Just because there has been a gov-
ernment shutdown in the past did not
mean that people didn’t have to send in
their tax payments. They have to
come. You commit a crime if you in-
tentionally refuse to pay taxes.

So the money comes in. Social Secu-
rity checks will go out. We’ve had bills
in the past, and we’ll have them as
soon as we start a new Congress, that
will ensure that those Americans who
are standing in the gap, who are in
harm’s way for us, those men and
women wearing uniforms, should never
have to worry about whether or not
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their paycheck will be forthcoming;
that regardless of what kind of games
get played here in Washington, they’re
going to get paid. They ought to know
that. We ought to pass that bill like we
have with Social Security to make sure
those in harm’s way don’t have to
worry about that.

And then the message needs to be
loud and clear that an administration
that refuses, whether it’s intentional
or neglect, negligence, that fails to en-
sure the protection of those protecting
us, you’re not going to get funded until
we get commitments to make sure it’s
done in the future. And when you ob-
fuscate the truth and you keep us from
finding out who made these decisions
that got our people killed, what in the
heck were they doing over there in the
first place?

Our embassy’s not in Benghazi. What
was going on? Who gave the order for
Ambassador Stevens to be there in
harm’s way? Until we can start finding
out those answers, it’s going to be im-
possible to make sure that we protect
those who are protecting us in the fu-
ture. And what kind of message does
that send to our allies?

O 1840

In Israel, a year ago, a minister told
me that they routinely get visits from
Chinese diplomats who say: Hey, have
you figured out you can’t trust the
United States yet? Because we’ll be
your great ally. We’ll be a lot better
ally than the United States has been.
All you’ve got to do is let us know
when you figure it out. You can’t trust
the United States; they’ll break their
word, you can’t count on them. When
you find that out, let us know. We’ll
keep coming around because you’ll find
out at some time.

Listen, there never needs to be a
time again ever when a United States
ally is betrayed by the United States.
When we make an agreement with an
ally, with a friend, that agreement
needs to be kept. People need to know
that this country keeps its word. Even
when it hurts, we keep our word. And
that seems to be a problem lately.

You want to go back to when Amer-
ica began to grow economically and be-
come a power economically? After the
War of 1812 that dragged on for 2 years
really destroyed so much, including the
fire in this very building—this section
was not here yet, but the central part
of the Capitol, fires were set. The
smaller Federal offices out here in
what we now consider the Mall, they
were burned. The White House was set
on fire—even though the interior was
completely destroyed, the exterior
shell was left in place. But that also
was true of much of the country, dev-
astated. But there were loans that had
been taken out by Americans from
British banks before the War of 1812.
Those in British banks might have sus-
pected that as a result of our war with
Great Britain, 1812 to 1814, that at the
end of the war we would not pay our
debts. But instead what happened,
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those American forefathers,
foremothers, they agreed, look, we
made a promise to pay back our loans
to the banks in England, we’re going to
stand good for our word, despite the
fact that their country destroyed so
much of ours.

And it was after the world took note
that Americans had such incredible
honor, that even after a war with Great
Britain they would stand behind their
commitments to pay back their loans
to the British banks, people said: Wow,
this is a country we can do business
with, and American economic power
began to grow to where it is now the
strongest economic power in the world.

Now, people are beginning to wonder:
Should we end the dollar as an inter-
national currency because we’re not
sure you can trust the United States?
It’s time people quit wondering wheth-
er they can trust the United States.
There’s only one way that will happen,
and that is when we have an adminis-
tration—and this one’s been reelected
for 4 years, so it has to be this one—
stops playing games, stops covering up
truth, stops giving mixed signals, and
is forthcoming: Here are our policies;
we have made agreements; we stand by
our agreements. King Abdullah, we
may disagree with you on a bunch of
things, but we have agreements, and
we will keep our agreements. This ad-
ministration needs to make those
things clear.

When someone attacks an ally of
ours with whom we have agreements,
we stand by our agreements. That’s the
way you prevent wars. Because what
we’re seeing right now in Israel, with
this enhanced and heightened violence
that’s beginning to occur, people have
seen this administration pulling back
from our commitments to Israel.
That’s the way it appears to Israel’s
enemies. So of course the rockets have
gotten bigger that they’ve been able to
smuggle in and construct there in
Gaza. The rockets are flying farther
into Israel—right now up to their cap-
ital at Tel-Aviv—because this adminis-
tration has not stood firmly enough
with our ally. We need to make that
clear.

This Secretary of State should not be
authorized by the President to tell
Egypt, sure, the Muslim Brotherhood
appears to be back in charge; sure,
Israel is our ally; sure, you want to see
Israel wiped off the map; but here’s a
billion and a half dollars. That’s not
the message that should be coming.
The message that should be coming
from this administration is: not one
more dime until you start keeping
your agreement to protect the border
of Israel, not another dime. That ought
to be the message. Because Israel is our
ally. And if you, Egypt, are going to be
our ally, you’re going to have to pro-
tect our allies as well. That’s not an
entangling alliance; that’s a country
that stands by its agreements. Don’t
make agreements unless we intend to
keep them. Yet we’ve seen this admin-
istration repeatedly throw our allies
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under the proverbial bus. It’s got to
stop. People have got to know in other
countries they can trust our word.

And just like the West African told
me when I was there 2 years ago,
you’ve got to tell the people in Wash-
ington to quit getting weaker. We were
so excited when you elected a black
President, but we’ve seen America get
weaker. You’ve got to tell people in
Washington to quit letting your coun-
try get weaker, because if America
grows weak, we have no chance of
peace in this life. That was echoed by
others, other West Africans.

It’s time to stop growing weaker. It’s
time to stop breaking our word to our
allies. It’s time to make clear to
Israel’s enemies that Israel is our
friend, you better back off or you’re
going to have us militarily to answer
to.

Is it any surprise more rockets are
flying at Israel? This administration
wins 4 more years and the violence just
gets greater against Israel, Israel then
forced to defend itself when they just
want to live in peace. They want the
countries around them to stop demand-
ing their obliteration from the map.

If the U.N. is going to persist in help-
ing those who want to see a member of
the United Nations wiped off the map,
then the U.N. does not need to continue
to have the United States as a member.
That’s the way it ought to be. It ought
to be clear. We joined the U.N. The
U.N. has a charter that will protect its
member states. And if you’re going to
assist those who want to obliterate
Israel, then we will no longer be a part
of the United Nations because it’s not
united, it’s anti-Semitic. It’s not
united, and we will not be part of an
un-United Nations.

It’s time to get serious because peo-
ple are dying around the world, includ-
ing our own Ambassador. It’s time to
quit covering for the truth. Let us get
down to what the truth is. Let the
chips fall where they may. Let us find
out who did what wrong so we can cor-
rect it for the future. And I hope and
pray there was no criminal activity—
certainly there was negligence, but you
don’t know until we get a proper inves-
tigation.

An Attorney General cannot properly
investigate himself. An Attorney Gen-
eral cannot properly investigate his
boss. One department, the FBI, cannot
properly investigate another agency
unless that department’s ultimate
boss, the President, is aware and co-
ordinates. And now that we know that
did not happen—according to the Presi-
dent, he knew nothing. Like Sergeant
Schultz from the old Hogan’s Heroes, 1
know nothing, I know nothing, not
until after the election. My adminis-
tration kept me from knowing any-
thing that was going on so I didn’t
make these decisions, somebody else
made those decisions. I didn’t know
anything until after the election. They
kept all this stuff from me, so I had
plausible deniability. I didn’t know of
this stuff.
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It’s time somebody knew, but we’re
not going to get to the bottom of it
until we have an independent inves-
tigation by someone with the power to
do that properly. And if the executive
branch will not do what the Constitu-
tion would require in a conflict of in-
terest situation like this, then we need
a select committee to do the investiga-
tion, get to the bottom of it, just as
the Watergate committee did.

Let the chips fall where they may,
because when people, in government
and out of government, see that the
government is actually interested in
truth, then government gets the truth.
People have more faith in the govern-
ment, and we have a better country.
And I hope and pray that day will
come.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6511

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina (dur-
ing the Special Order of Mr. GOHMERT).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that Representative MIKE ROGERS from
Michigan be removed from H.R. 6511 as
an original cosponsor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HEINRICH (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and November 16.

Mr. HoLT (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and November 16.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of business in the district.

————————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2606. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to allow the construc-
tion and operation of natural gas pipeline fa-
cilities in the Gateway National Recreation
Area, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4114. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2012, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 743. An act to amend chapter 23 of title
5, United States Code, to clarify the disclo-
sures of information protected from prohib-
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ited personnel practices, require a statement
in non-disclosure policies, forms, and agree-
ments that such policies, forms, and agree-
ments conform with certain disclosure pro-
tections, provide certain authority for the
Special Counsel, and for other purposes.

S. 1956. An act to prohibit operators of
civil aircraft of the United States from par-
ticipating in the European Union’s emissions
trading scheme, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 51 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, November 16, 2012, at 9
a.m.

———————

OATH OF OFFICE—MEMBERS,
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, AND
DELEGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 112th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

DoNALD M. PAYNE, Jr., New Jersey
Tenth.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8337. A letter from the Director, Policy
Issuance Division, Office of Policy and Pro-
gram Development, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Summary of the Final Rule, Addi-
tional Changes to the Schedule of Operations
Regulations received October 13, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

8338. A letter from the Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Funding and Fiscal Affairs, Loan
Policies and Operations, and Funding Oper-
ations; Investment Management (RIN: 3052-
AC5H0) received November 7, 2012, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

8339. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy, Department of Defense, transmit-
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ting a proposed change to the Fiscal Year
2011 National Guard and Reserve Equipment
Appropriation (NGREA) procurement; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

8340. A letter from the Attorney, Legal Di-
vision, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection, transmitting the Bureau’s final rule
— Defining Larger Participants of the Con-
sumer Debt Collection Market [Docket No.:
CFPB-2012-0040] (RIN: 3170-AA30) received Oc-
tober 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8341. A letter from the Attorney, Legal Di-
vision, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection, transmitting the Bureau’s final rule
— Electronic Fund Transfers (Regulation E)
[Docket No.: CFPB-2011-0009] (RIN: 3170-
AA15) received October 31, 2012, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

8342. A letter from the Attorney, Legal Di-
vision, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection, transmitting the Bureau’s ‘“‘Major”’
final rule — Electronic Fund Transfers (Reg-
ulation E) [Docket No.: CFPB-2011-0009]
(RIN: 3170-AA15) received October 31, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

8343. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Suspension of
Community Eligibility (Region III, Philadel-
phia City, Philadelphia County, PA) [Docket
ID: FEMA-2008-0020] [Internal Agency Docket
No.: FEMA-8093] received October 19, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

8344. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Germany pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as
amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8345. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Annual Stress Test (RIN:
3064-AD91) received November 2, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

8346. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Clear-
ing Agency Standards (RIN: 3235-AL13) re-
ceived November 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8347. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting A report
on ‘“‘The Availability and Price of Petroleum
and Petrol Products Produced in Countries
Other Than Iran’, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
68513(a) Public Law 112-81, section 1245(d)(4);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8348. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Re-
liability, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting the Department’s 2011/2012 report on the
economic dispatch of electricity, ‘‘Economic
Dispatch and Technological Change’’; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8349. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Energy Conservation Program Test Proce-
dures for Residential Dishwashers, Dehu-
midifiers, and Conventional Cooking Prod-
ucts [Docket No.: EERE-2010-BT-TP-0039]
(RIN: 1904-ACO01) received October 13, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8350. A letter from the Director, Sustain-
ability Performance Office, Department of
Energy, transmitting copy of the Depart-
ment’s Energy Fleet Alternative Fuel Vehi-
cle Acquisition Report for Fiscal Year 2008;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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