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accept, once again, the thanks of a
grateful Nation.

IN HONOR OF NEIL ARMSTRONG

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of a
true American hero, the first human
being to walk on the Moon—Neil Alden
Armstrong.

I had the privilege of meeting Neil
Armstrong and introducing him to my
son, Eli, at an event commemorating
the 40th anniversary of the Apollo 11
landing. It has been said ‘‘we are all
dreamers,”” but Neil Armstrong in-
spired generations of Americans to
dream big and to reach for the stars
both figuratively and literally. He be-
lieved that the yearning to explore is
part of what makes us human, and his
singular achievement on July 20, 1969,
still inspires.

A reluctant hero, Mr. Armstrong
never used his Apollo 11 achievement
for personal gain. On more than one oc-
casion he questioned his own notoriety,
protesting that his walk on the Moon
was the result of the dedication of
more than 400,000 people—from engi-
neers who designed the Lunar Module,
to ground controllers who monitored
every aspect of the mission, to
seamstresses who stitched by hand the
suit that kept him alive on the Moon.

The late 1960s was a time of tumult
in America, when our Nation was riven
by Vietnam, the struggle for civil
rights and the emerging women’s
movement. In the midst of this, Arm-
strong’s climb down the Lunar Mod-
ule’s ladder and his ‘‘giant leap for
mankind” united not just Americans
but people of all nations as they
watched. That night, countless chil-
dren looked up at the Moon and dared
to dream.

———

9/11 ANNIVERSARY

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. As we mark yet another
anniversary of a September morning
that dawned just as any other, we are
first and foremost called to remember;
but as we remember the fear and the
grief of a day born of unfathomable
hate, we remember, too, the impossible
heroism of so many of our fellow Amer-
icans.

We remember the firefighters and the
police officers who ran into the burning
buildings to get others out. We remem-
ber the brave men and women of Flight
93, who, in learning of the attacks
throughout the country, decided they
would give their lives that others
might live.

We remember those early days when
we came out of our homes and joined
together with our neighbors, with flags
and candles, united as one American
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family and when bitter political adver-
saries stood on the steps of this Capitol
and put their arms around each other
and sang ‘‘God Bless America.”

But we shouldn’t have to look back
to feel that again. For the sake of
those who died, for the sake of all
those living and for all those yet to be
born, let’s come together in this House.
Let’s not be the do-nothing Congress.
In honor of all Americans, let’s come
together and work for the good of this
country.

———

WEAKENED FROM WITHIN

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MORAN. Madam Speaker, our
governments and our people have suc-
cessfully prevented the tragedy of 11
years ago from being repeated, but we
need to be mindful of the fact that it
does little good to protect ourselves
from without if we allow ourselves to
become weakened from within.

When our families aren’t adequately
employed, when our government isn’t
adequately funded, when our economic
potential is so unfulfilled, we do a dis-
service to the people we were elected to
serve and to protect. When the major-
ity in this House refuses to take action
on a real jobs bill or on any of the
other important issues that we should
be legislating, we have no business
being out of business for 49 out of the
next 56 days before the upcoming elec-
tion.

———

AN AMERICAN JOBS ACT FOR OUR
FIRST RESPONDERS

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Today, our
hearts turn to the heroes and loved
ones who lost their lives on 9/11.

We will never forget the sacrifices of
the first responders who are appro-
priately receiving special honor today.
Yet firefighters and police officers are
being 1laid off around the country.
Why? Because the Republicans have
sabotaged all efforts to avoid those lay-
offs and to create jobs. It will be 1 year
ago tomorrow that the President sent
to Congress the American Jobs Act,
which would put people to work in
areas critical to our communities and
our economy—cops and firefighters and
teachers—and would prevent those lay-
offs.

Independent experts estimate that
his bill would create up to 2.6 million
jobs; but has the Republican do-noth-
ing Congress even allowed a vote on
the American Jobs Act? No. Instead,
they’ve found time to vote repeatedly
to end the Medicare guarantee, and
next week, Republicans will leave town
and leave America without a jobs bill.
Our first responders deserve better.
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9/11 ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to mark the 11th
anniversary of the vicious attack on
America. I appreciate the leadership
scheduling a memorial service on the
steps of the Capitol this morning, but
more needs to be said as I fear time and
events have dulled our memory. It was
11 years ago that our Nation changed
forever as violent international ex-
tremists struck in the streets of Lower
Manhattan and in the fields of Penn-
sylvania and at the Pentagon.

When that day was over and as we
learned more about that tragedy and,
yes, of the murderous attacks and the
loss of nearly 3,000 Americans, includ-
ing 700 New Jerseyans, who are from
my home State, we witnessed neigh-
bors and friends consoling one another,
and we watched as Americans from all
walks of life stood united—side by
side—waving the Stars and Stripes and
lighting candles to honor those lost or
missing.

Today, this afternoon, I must remind
our fellow Americans that we are still
a Nation at war, largely because of
those events. We remember those who
lost their lives on that fateful day, but
we also remember the sacrifices of
those who serve in Iraq and Afghani-
stan to make sure that those respon-
sible for those attacks pay that ulti-
mate sacrifice.

————
IN MEMORY OF 9/11

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. We all probably re-
member where we were when we
learned about 9/11. We all probably had
someone who came to mind imme-
diately when we watched the horrific
attacks on this Nation. For me, I
thought of my friend General
Eikenberry, who was at the Pentagon,
on the side that the plane crashed into.

Though Hawaii is the State farthest
away from the east coast, we were also
touched. We knew of at least nine who
had ties to our State who died on 9/11,
and I want to honor them by reading
their names: Georgine Corrigan, Rich-
ard Keane, Maile Hale, Ric Yee, Patti
Colodner, David Laychak, Christine
Snyder, Heather Ho. Heather is some-
one special to me. Her grandfather ac-
tually built the town that I grew up in.

We must also honor the brave men
and women in uniform who gave their
lives to this country in the wars fol-
lowing 9/11. Madam Speaker, we must
never forget, and this country must
never forget.

———
O 1230
AMERICA NEEDS A FARM BILL

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ica needs a farm bill. The Senate has
passed a farm bill. The House Agri-
culture Committee on a bipartisan
basis has passed a farm bill, and that is
not being brought to the floor for a
vote.

We have a drought. It’s the worst
that we’ve seen in 50 years. We’ve got
nutrition programs that need to be
funded. We have environmental and
conservation programs that need to be
revised and passed. We have farmers
across this land whose goal is to feed
America, and they need a farm bill.

Never in the history of the United
States Congress has a farm bill passed
by the House Agriculture Committee
not been brought to the floor for a
vote. There’s no question that a farm
bill is contentious. It always is. But
with FRANK LUCAS and COLLIN PETER-
SON, Republican leader and Democratic
leader, and the Agriculture Committee
working together, we got a bipartisan
vote. Why is this not being brought to
the floor?

That it’s difficult is not a reason not
to do it. Bring a farm bill and pass it.

——

WORLD WAR II VETERAN WILLIAM
“BILL” KLING

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, the
south Florida community recently lost
a hero when World War II veteran Wil-
liam Kling passed away at the age of
84.

Bill Kling, a native New Yorker,
served in the Navy during World War
II. Throughout his life, he was an ac-
tive member of the American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Jewish War
Veterans, and the Disabled American
Veterans. For me, he was an inspira-
tion and a friend.

However, Bill is best known for his
role as the president of the Broward
County Veterans Council for 27 years.
Bill’s activism led to building of an
outpatient VA clinic in Broward Coun-
ty, a veterans nursing home in Pem-
broke Pines, and the opening of the
South Florida National Cemetery in
2007.

So even as we mourn the loss of an
incredible advocate, we know that Bill
Kling’s contributions live on in every
veteran cared for at the outpatient
clinic he helped to build, in every fam-
ily who visits an elderly veteran resid-
ing at the nursing home he helped to
establish, and in every prayer spoken
at the national cemetery that he
helped make possible.

I join with Bill’s family in mourning
his loss; but on this anniversary of the
9/11 attacks, I express the gratitude of
our entire south Florida community
that will long benefit from Bill Kling’s
tireless efforts to honor those who so
bravely served our Nation.
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ACT TOMORROW TO PASS FISA
AMENDMENTS

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, today, Sep-
tember 11, 2012, is a beautiful day out-
side. The sun’s in the cloudless sKky,
much like it was 11 years ago.

We remember those tragic criminal
terrorist acts. We remember the her-
oism of those who responded. But
there’s something we can do more than
just remember. There’s something we
can do in addition to the prayers that
we offer. We can act tomorrow to pass
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act amendments which allow us to re-
spond to the criticism rendered by the
9/11 Commission, that is, that we did
not do enough to connect the dots of
intelligence to warn us about that at-
tack and future attacks.

The FISA amendments allow us to
connect the dots so we can analyze
those dots, so we can bring the intel-
ligence to bear, so that we can protect
our people with the courage and the
bravery of those men and women who
are in uniform, guided by the intel-
ligence that we collect and that we
apply. It is as strong a statement as we
can make this week to ensure that we
do not blind our eyes to that which is
out there that may threaten us.

Let us work together in a bipartisan
basis to pass that, and let us give those
tools that are necessary to protect us.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan). Pursuant to
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote incurs
objection under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

GOVERNMENT SPENDING
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012

Mr. WALSH of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4631) to amend
title 5, United States Code, to institute
spending limits and transparency re-
quirements for Federal conference and
travel expenditures, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4631

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

September 11, 2012

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Government
Spending Accountability Act of 2012’ or the
“GSA Act of 2012”.

SEC. 2. LIMITS AND TRANSPARENCY FOR CON-
FERENCE AND TRAVEL SPENDING.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 5711 the following:

“§5712. Limits and transparency for con-
ference and travel spending

‘(a) CONFERENCE TRANSPARENCY
SPENDING LIMITS.—

‘(1) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF CONFERENCE
MATERIALS.—Each agency shall post on the
public website of that agency detailed infor-
mation on any presentation made by any
employee of that agency at a conference (ex-
cept to the extent the head of an agency ex-
cludes such information for reasons of na-
tional security) including—

“‘(A) the prepared text of any verbal pres-
entation made; and

‘(B) any visual, digital, video, or audio
materials presented, including photographs,
slides, and audio-visual recordings.

¢“(2) LIMITS ON AMOUNT EXPENDED ON A CON-
FERENCE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), an agency may not expend
more than $500,000 to support a single con-
ference.

‘(B) EXCEPTION.—The head of an agency
may waive the limitation in subparagraph
(A) for a specific conference after making a
determination that the expenditure is justi-
fied as the most cost-effective option to
achieve a compelling purpose. The head of an
agency shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on any waiv-
er granted under this subparagraph, includ-
ing the justification for such waiver.

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to preclude
an agency from receiving financial support
or other assistance from a private entity to
pay or defray the costs of a conference the
total cost of which exceeds $500,000.

““(b) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE RULE.—An
agency may not pay the travel expenses for
more than 50 employees of that agency who
are stationed in the United States, for any
international conference, unless the Sec-
retary of State determines that attendance
for such employees is in the national inter-
est.

‘(c) REPORT ON TRAVEL EXPENSES RE-
QUIRED.—At the beginning of each quarter of
each fiscal year, each agency shall post on
the public website of that agency a report on
each conference for which the agency paid
travel expenses during the preceding 3
months that includes—

‘(1) the itemized expenses paid by the
agency, including travel expenses, and any
agency expenditures to otherwise support
the conference;

“(2) the primary sponsor of the conference;

‘“(3) the location of the conference;

‘“(4) the date of the conference;

‘() a brief explanation of how the partici-
pation of employees from such agency at the
conference advanced the mission of the agen-
cy;
‘(6) the title of any employee, or any indi-
vidual who is not a Federal employee, whose
travel expenses or other conference expenses
were paid by the agency;

“(7) the total number of individuals whose
travel expenses or other conference expenses
were paid by the agency; and

‘“(8) in the case of a conference for which
that agency was the primary sponsor, a
statement that—

‘“(A) describes the cost to the agency of se-
lecting the specific conference venue;

AND
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