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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 11, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

9-11-01—11 YEARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on a
cool September morning in Texas, I
was driving my Jeep to the courthouse
where I was a judge for a long time. I
was listening to KILT radio, a country
western station. Willie Nelson was
singing ‘“‘Blue Eyes Crying in the
Rain.”” All of the sudden, Robert B.
McEntire, the newscaster for KILT
radio, comes on and interrupts the pro-
gram. He said that an airplane had
crashed into the north tower of the

World Trade Center, and that’s about
all we knew at that time. It was 8:46
a.m. eastern time, 7:46 a.m. in Texas.

Continuing my daily journey to the
courthouse, a few minutes later he
comes back on the radio and says that
a second airplane had crashed into the
second south tower of the World Trade
Center in New York City. The world
understood at that time this was seri-
ous. This was an attack on our Nation,
on our country.

After I got to the courthouse, we
learned that a third airplane flying
over Washington, D.C., very close to
the building we’re in, the United States
Capitol, went down the street less than
a mile, and crashed into the Pentagon.
That was at 9:37 eastern time. Then a
fourth airplane we remember as Flight
93 was flying toward Washington, D.C.,
probably headed to the Capitol or the
White House, where some good, right-
thinking folks took control of the
plane from hijackers, and they crashed
in Pennsylvania in a field at 10:07 east-
ern standard time.

Mr. Speaker, on September 11, 2001,
this Nation was attacked. Three thou-
sand people were Kkilled that day. It’s
interesting that the attackers decided
to attack the World Trade Center be-
cause people from 90 nationalities were
in the World Trade Center buildings,
the south and the north. So it was
more than an attack on America; it
was an attack on the people of the
world, freedom-loving people, people
who believed in living life and liberty.

The murder was done by 19 radicals
who murdered in the name of religion.
Of the 3,000 people that were killed, 411
of them were emergency workers and
341 were members of the New York Fire
Department. There were also two fire
department members of New York who
were paramedics that were killed that
day, 23 officers from NYPD, 37 Port Au-
thority officers from New York and
New Jersey, and eight emergency med-
ical technicians and paramedics killed
that day.

In the aftermath of that morning,
first responders from all over the
United States later that week went to
New York to help in the recovery and
help restore what had happened at
Ground Zero. Many of those first re-
sponders still suffer from toxins that
they acquired while working Ground
Zero, as many members of first re-
sponders from New York and New Jer-
sey are still suffering. But today we re-
member all of those people that were
killed that day on September 11.

Later that evening, I, like most
Americans, was watching television,
and saw the horror on video of what
had occurred. I, like you, Mr. Speaker,
saw those thousands of people in New
York. When those planes crashed into
the World Trade Center buildings, they
were fleeing as fast as they could from
the terror that came from the sky.

There was another group of people.
Like the fire horses of old that charged
to the smell of smoke and the roar of
fire, those individuals charged to that
terror from the sky. There weren’t
very many. There were a handful, but
yet they were there. Who were they?
They were the first responders. They
were the firefighters. They were the
emergency medical technicians. They
were the paramedics. They were the
peace officers. And many of them died
that day.

While it’s important that we remem-
ber those that were killed, it’s equally
important that we remember those
that got to live, Mr. Speaker, because
those first responders charged to that
terror from the sky. Many of them
gave up their lives so others could live
on that infamous day of September 11,
2001.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

IN HONOR OF TROOPER BOBBY
GENE DEMUTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise on this solemn day in the history
of our Nation, the 11th anniversary of
the terror attacks on 9/11, to honor and
pay tribute to a North Carolina State
Trooper who was Killed in the line of
duty this past Saturday morning. It
was a tragic incident.

Trooper Bobby Gene DeMuth served
the State of North Carolina proudly
and honorably for 12 years. He was as-
signed to the Rocky Mount Troop C,
District One Highway Patrol.

Trooper DeMuth loved his work. He
loved his work as a law enforcement of-
ficer. He protected the good of our soci-
ety from the bad, and he fought to
make North Carolina a safer place.
Trooper DeMuth’s life was tragically
cut short, and he was killed while in
the line of duty. He was pursuing an in-
dividual suspected of some very serious
crime. He was serving and protecting.

Following a 20-mile, 30-minute high-
speed pursuit that began in our capital
city of Raleigh, and ended by the he-
roic effort of Trooper Bobby Gene
DeMuth, the suspect was apprehended.

Tomorrow, Trooper DeMuth will be
laid to rest at Inglewood Baptist
Church in Rocky Mount, North Caro-
lina. It is a sad day indeed. Trooper
DeMuth, like so many of the first re-
sponders who passed away 11 years ago,
deserves our heartfelt thanks and ap-
preciation for doing what only a select
few can do, and that is to protect and
defend the public against those who do
it harm.

May God bless Trooper Bobby Gene
DeMuth, his family, and each and
every person that puts himself in
harm’s way to protect the greater
good.

———

IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO LOST
THEIR LIVES SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, 11 years
ago today, our way of life, our freedom,
and our fellow citizens came under at-
tack in a series of ruthless and delib-
erate attacks. Today, we pause to re-
member and honor some 3,000 people—
moms and dads, friends and neigh-
bors—who lost their lives on that fate-
ful day.
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We honor the first responders who
chose to run into the burning World
Trade towers, putting their own lives
at risk to save others, and we honor
the lives of the heroes who fought the
terrorists on board Flight 97 and suc-
cessfully prevented the plane from hit-
ting the White House or the U.S. Cap-
itol.

None of us will ever forget that day.
None of us will ever forget where we
were the moment that we heard that a
plane had hit the first World Trade
tower, and none of us will ever forget
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seeing the second hit. America was
shaken but not broken. In those dark
hours ahead, Americans came together
and responded with one voice.

Today we remember and reflect upon
a day that brought us all together as
Americans, a day that was our genera-
tion’s Pearl Harbor, a day that made
all of us stop and ask ourselves what’s
important in our own lives. While
many of our Nation’s leaders do not
agree on how best to run our country,
we are all in agreement with pausing
to honor and remember those who gave
their lives in this senseless attack.

Where there is freedom, there is
strength. Terrorism will never tri-
umph. September 11, 2001, reminded all
of us of that, and this is a day that we
will never forget.

———

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 56 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, ‘“My country, ’tis of thee,
sweet land of liberty.” God bless Amer-
ica.

I'm glad that we have songs that can
capture our spirits and the love that
we have for our Nation. I'm reminded
of being a child, singing the words,
“My country, ’tis of thee.” I'm re-
minded of that day, 9/11, when Members
of Congress gathered to stand on the
steps of the United States Capitol to
sing ‘“‘God Bless America.”

I rise today to pay tribute to Ameri-
cans and a myriad of persons whose
lives remain forever changed because
of 9/11. We honor and mourn still those
who fell on that day. It was the world,
a potpourri of personalities, nationali-
ties, languages, different descriptions,
and life stories. It was the world that
was in America, a country that wel-
comes all.

Then, of course, there are those of us
who are reminded of the rushing in of
heroes and ‘‘sheroes,” NYPD, civilian
volunteers, firefighters, Park Police,
Federal workers, all in some way help-
ing to save someone’s life, fellow office
workers, dishwashers, restaurant work-
ers. Some died so that others might
live.

I remember very clearly where I was
here in the United States Capitol, hav-
ing a meeting with one of the Cabinet
members of the President at that time,
deeply involved in work regarding
small businesses, going on with the
normal daily responsibilities, Members
who work on legislation, constituency
issues, and oversight over the govern-
ment.

There was a rattling outside and, of
course, phones started ringing, with
the technology of that time. We indi-
cated that we were still in the meeting
and did not answer until someone
banged on the door and said, I don’t
know what is happening, but you must
get out.

Without panic, but certainly with
great concern, as you entered the hall-
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ways, people were rushing, rushing to
come out of this building. As the ru-
mors began to fly or the words began
to fly about the White House, the State
Department, then, of course, there was
the billowing smoke that one could see
from the Pentagon. It was real. It was
something that we had never, ever
seen. Maybe for those who had been in
wars preceding us in far-away lands,
but not in the 20th century on the soil
of the United States of America, or the
21st century.

I stand today with great honor for
those who died, those who died in try-
ing to save others and those who did. I
am grateful today that we have the op-
portunity to be able to say thank you,
though sadly, to families who remain,
to those who now stand in New York
reading names, to those who are at the
Pentagon who still have the piercing
feeling of loss, and certainly those in
Pennsylvania, the family members, the
surrounding community.

I am grateful that in the last couple
of days we finally acknowledged that
there is something to those who
breathed the smoke, and they are now
going to be included for the entity that
provides health care for those who were
impacted by 9/11 toxic smoke. It took
us too long. I'm glad we passed legisla-
tion to help the first responders, fire-
fighters, police, and others who suf-
fered catastrophic illnesses after they
went in to help those who could not
help themselves.

I remember drafting legislation and
introducing legislation for the
latchkey children, for many of us don’t
remember that so many children were
left at home and no one came home to
see them on that fateful day, 9/11. Chil-
dren now read the names of their par-
ents or loved ones, grandparents. Chil-
dren grew up without a family member
because of the heinous horror, hatred,
contempt, and violence.

I hope this Nation on this day comes
closer together, that we come together
as independents, Republicans, Demo-
crats, and nothing, that we stand as
one Nation being able to be reminded
of the greatest Nation in the world.

God bless America, for I will say that
throughout my life whatever the ups
and downs that we may have, this
country is great. As I travel around on
behalf of the United States of America,
visiting those who fought in Iraq and
who fought in Afghanistan, I see that
they are great because they were will-
ing to sacrifice at the call of the Com-
mander in Chief and the call of their
Nation.

Today I come on this floor to honor
all of those who were touched by 9/11,
and to remind all of us as Members of
Congress and the Nation, never yield to
the weakness that we are not great. Al-
ways our democracy, our love of God,
makes us that.

God bless America.

———

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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