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Mr. KUCINICH. Article I, section 8,
clause 7 of the U.S. Constitution gives
Congress the responsibility to establish
and ensure operations of the postal
service. Today, August 1, 2012, 234 years
after the Constitution was ratified,
Congress is presiding over the disestab-
lishment of the postal service.

Today, a manufactured default cre-
ated by congressional legislation is
pushing the postal service to the brink.
Today, the postal service will not make
a payment that it should have never
had to make in the first place to pay
for prefunding 75 years of retiree
health benefits in 10 years. A manufac-
tured default, encouraged by banks and
other interest groups, a move towards
privatization of one of America’s most
vital services. The Congress has a re-
sponsibility to stand up. But here in
the USA under Citizens United, every-
thing is up for auction, including the
postal service.

Wake up, America. Universal service
is on the line. Wake up, America, and
stand up for the Constitution, the
575,000 postal service workers, and our
obligation to the American people to
see to it that the postal service is res-
cued from those who want to push it
into default or privatize it for their
own profit.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND
SACRIFICE OF ADAM ROSS

(Mr. GOWDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOWDY. Madam Speaker, I rise
to say thank you to Adam Ross and his
parents, Dudley and Amanda Ross,
from the Boiling Springs community in

Spartanburg, South Carolina. Adam
Ross has been described as a ‘‘well-
mannered, good-spirited, and all-

around good American boy.”” When he
left Spartanburg to follow in his fa-
ther’s and his brother’s footsteps to go
fight for this country he loved so
much, he told his family, Madam
Speaker, I know where I am going, I
know why I am going and what the
purpose is.

Madam Speaker, Adam Ross’ body
was returned to this country he loved
and believed in last week in a flag-
draped coffin. His parents buried him
at the tender age of 19. He died defend-
ing this country and fighting for the
qualities that make this the last best
hope for mankind.

So, Madam Speaker, I rise to honor
his service, to honor the sacrifice his
parents made, to pray for their peace
and their wisdom, and to pray that
when Adam Ross looks down from
heaven and sees the America of years
to come, he may believe his sacrifice
and service were worth it.

————

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUT
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker,
now is the time for Congress to stand
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up for middle class families. I urge my
Republican colleagues to abandon their
plans to hold middle class tax cuts hos-
tage to their demands for another tax
cut for millionaires and billionaires
and to pass a balanced tax plan, such
as that contained in H.R. 15 that ex-
tends tax cuts for 98 percent of all
Americans and 97 percent of small busi-
nesses.

If Congress fails to act, an estimated
400,000 families in Rhode Island could
face an average tax increase of $1,600.
The Republican tax proposal will end
the expanded earned income tax credit
and expanded child tax credit and
eliminate the American opportunity
tax credit. In my State of Rhode Is-
land, it’s estimated that more than
100,000 families would lose an average
of $1,000 in 2013 if the child tax credit
expansion is allowed to expire.

The Republicans’ misguided plan
would protect tax cuts for the wealthi-
est, while effectively raising taxes on
25 million lower- and middle-income
Americans. I urge my colleagues to
support a balanced plan that protects
the middle class, strengthens our small
businesses, and strengthens our econ-
omy.

———

BUFFALO-NIAGARA AND THE
URBAN AREA SECURITY INITIA-
TIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, on
Monday, I hosted a field hearing of the
Homeland Security Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism and Intelligence, on
which I serve as ranking member. This
was an opportunity for the committee
to hear from local officials on the deci-
sion to eliminate Buffalo-Niagara from
the Urban Area Security Initiative pro-
gram.

Niagara County Sheriff Voutour and
Erie County Commissioner of Emer-
gency Services Daniel Neaverth testi-
fied that the capability gains made
under this program cannot be sus-
tained without fully funding this pro-
gram. The Federal investment that
supported the security gains achieved
over the past 8 years in this program
will be lost unless we fully fund this
program.

Madam Speaker, the witness testi-
mony made clear that the decision to
eliminate Buffalo-Niagara from the
Urban Areas Security Initiative pro-
gram was ill-advised, shortsighted, and
counterproductive. Congress and the
Department of Homeland Security
must reverse this course and restore
Buffalo-Niagara’s eligibility for this
all-important program.

———

NEW PREVENTIVE SERVICES FOR
WOMEN
(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to mark a key milestone in wom-
en’s access to affordable health care
services. Starting today, and thanks to
the health care reform law, women will
have guaranteed access to a host of
preventive services in new health care
plans, without additional costs. These
benefits—including annual well-women
physicals, birth control coverage, and
screenings for domestic violence
among them—are a critical step to en-
suring that all women get the care
they need to stay healthy and treat
disease early.

Far too often, women put off needed
care because of the cost; but this new
coverage benefit makes some of these
tough decisions a thing of the past, de-
cisions like whether to pay for treat-
ment or to pay for groceries.

As we celebrate this day, we must
also remember that these health care
services continue to be politicized and
face many attacks. These attacks are
not only divisive but an intrusion into
women’s private health decisions. We
must stand up to such partisan attacks
and support these important health
care benefits and thus ensure that all
women and their families have access
to affordable preventive care services.

——
BRIGHT SPOTS IN COLORADO

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
it’s been a hard summer in Colorado,
but we have a lot of bright spots. And
I want to focus on three today—one
thing and two people.

The ‘‘thing” is the patent office. In
this country, we’ve had one patent of-
fice. It’s been here in Washington, D.C.
And now we’re going to have three pat-
ent offices across the country, and Col-
orado got one of those. We’re going to
have a satellite patent office in Colo-
rado, and that will help us continue
our innovative and entrepreneurial
spirit.

Now, of the two people I would like
to highlight, one is Chief Dan Oates.
We had tremendous heroes in this re-
cent tragedy that we had in Colorado.
But Chief Dan Oates and his leadership
of the Aurora Police Department were
fantastic, and I want to compliment
him on that.

Now, the last person I want to high-
light, who is a bright spot and will
keep getting brighter, is Missy Frank-
lin who has won a bronze medal and a
gold medal in swimming. And she is
going to win a lot more.

So even though we’ve had a tough
summer, there are a lot of bright
things and a lot of bright people in Col-
orado, and it’s going to be better from
here on out.

———————

JOE BACA MIDDLE SCHOOL

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, this
Monday, Colton Joint Unified School
District held a dedication ceremony for
the new Joe Baca Middle School in
Bloomington, California. Next week,
800 students from the surrounding com-
munities in Bloomington and Rialto
will begin to attend classes there.

I am truly humbled to receive this
distinguished honor, and I thank the
Colton Joint Unified School District. I
want to especially recognize Super-
intendent Jerry Almendarez; all of the
school board members of the Colton
Joint Unified School District; Ignacio
Gomez, whose beautiful artwork will be
displayed at the school; and Congress-
man GARY MILLER for his bipartisan
support.

Growing up the youngest of 15 chil-
dren in a poor household, I never would
imagine that one day I would have a
school named in my honor. I never
thought I would live to see this day.
Again, I want to thank everyone in-
volved and give a special thank you to
my family for their continued love and
support.

———

LET PEOPLE VOTE ALREADY

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam
Speaker, our democracy flourishes
when every citizen who wants to,
votes—but just once. And luckily,
there’s just not much evidence that
anyone’s voting more than once. Look
at Pennsylvania, where one of the Na-
tion’s strictest voter ID laws is on
trial. The State can offer zero evidence
that fraud has been committed. They
can offer zero evidence that future
fraud is likely.

So why would we require a voter ID
when we know one in 10 voters doesn’t
have ID? Why would we close early vot-
ing sites or deny voters an absentee
ballot when they can’t make it to the
polls on election day?

Madam Speaker, the number of peo-
ple hurt by barriers to voting is clearly
higher than the number of illegal votes
these methods purport to stop. So let’s
quit fooling ourselves and let people
vote already.

——
O 1220

WOMEN’S HEALTH

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, this
is an important day for women across
this great country. Starting today, all
new health insurance plans will include
coverage for important preventive
health care for women. Many have
looked forward to this date since the
passage of the Affordable Care Act, and
I'm thrilled that it’s finally here.

Starting today, women across the
country will have access to essential
preventive health care without copay-
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ments or deductibles. Women who were
effectively barred from these services
because of the cost will now be able to
receive annual visits, testing for dis-
eases like HPV and HIV, breast feeding
support and education, domestic vio-
lence counseling, and contraceptives.
This is an important step in lowering
our country’s health care costs and
making sure that women have suffi-
cient access to preventive health care.
In my home State of Oregon, there
are more than 633,000—and 47 million
across the country—who are going to
benefit from this change. These are
women who had unintended preg-
nancies because they couldn’t access
contraceptives. These are women who
avoided going to the doctor because
they didn’t have the money, only to
end up in the emergency room. And
these are women whose pregnancies
were endangered because of lack of pre-
natal care. Today this changes. Now all

women can take control of their
health.
———
SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, sequestration—that’s the bo-
geyman Republicans created last year
when they refused, for the first time in
American history, to allow a clean debt
ceiling vote. So they formed a super-
committee which they doomed to fail-
ure when they refused to consider a
balanced approach that included rev-
enue and spending cuts. And now they
decry the impending $1.2 trillion cuts
they fashioned and voted for as a crisis
for national defense. This gives
chutzpah a bad name.

If Senators McCAIN, GRAHAM, and
AYOTTE want to resolve this crisis in
their town hall meetings—that they
helped create—join me in calling our
House Republican leadership to cancel
the 5-week August recess and solve this
solvable problem.

————
AMERICA NEEDS A FARM BILL

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ica needs a farm bill. America needs a
farm bill. Our ranchers, our agricul-
tural conservation districts, our dairy
farmers, our commodity farmers need
and deserve a farm bill. It was passed
by the Senate. It was passed by the
House Agriculture Committee in a
strong bipartisan vote. But for the first
time, literally the first time in the his-
tory of this country, a farm bill passed
by the Agriculture Committee is not
being allowed to come to the floor.
There’s no excuse for that.

Is it a hard job? Yes. But is that an
excuse for Congress to duck its respon-
sibility? No. Are there contentious
issues? Yes.
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Some on the other side want to cut
commodity programs. Give them a
shot. Let them bring an amendment.
My colleague, ROSA DELAURO, thinks
we ought to restore all funding for nu-
trition. I agree. Give her a shot.

Congress must do its job. It must
bring a farm bill to the floor for a vote
so that each and every one of us is held
to account to our constituents.

———

WOMEN’S PREVENTIVE HEALTH

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, 26
years ago, I was diagnosed with ovar-
ian cancer. I was lucky. I had excellent
doctors. They detected the cancer by
chance in stage I. If my cancer had not
been caught early, I might not be
speaking to you today. Many women
are not so lucky because they have
never had access to preventive health
care.

That is why I am so pleased to see
that today, thanks to the Affordable
Care Act, more lifesaving preventive
services will begin to be covered for
women all over the country. Last year,
54 million Americans with private
health insurance gained access to pre-
ventive services without cost sharing,
including over 700,000 in my State of
Connecticut.

Starting today, 47 million American
women, including over 600,000 Con-
necticut women, will now have access
to well-women visits, screenings for
gestational diabetes, HPV and HIV,
contraception, and counseling and sup-
port for STIs, breast feeding, and for
domestic violence.

A report in 2009 found that more than
half of American women delayed or
avoided necessary care because they
could not afford it. This is why we
passed the Affordable Care Act.

Let’s help Americans get quality
care. Let’s save lives.

———

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Ms. MCcCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker,
House Democrats and President Obama
are fighting for families by working to
extend middle class tax cuts that will
benefit 98 percent of Americans. Our
plan will put $2,200 in the pockets of an
average family next year. That’s
money that can be spent by your fam-
ily on your family’s needs. That money
will help Minnesota businesses grow
and hire employees in St. Paul, Rose-
ville, and Oakdale.

But House Republicans refuse to ex-
tend tax cuts for the middle class un-
less millionaires and billionaires get an
extra tax cut. It’s wrong to borrow $50
billion from China so millionaires and
billionaires can get an extra tax cut of
$160,000.

The Bush tax cuts for the super-
wealthy built a mountain of debt and
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