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declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 11 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Michael Catt, Sherwood 
Baptist Church, Albany, Georgia, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Lord God, I give thanks to live in a 
free land, blessed by You. Since the 
days of the Pilgrims who sought free-
dom from religious and political tyr-
anny, You have blessed this land. You 
have guided us through wars, recession, 
and prosperity. We owe our existence 
to Your sovereign hand. 

May those elected to represent the 
people follow the teachings of Your 
Word. We pray for all in authority that 
we may live in peace. Please guide the 
Congress, regardless of political per-
suasion, to follow the words of Micah 6: 

He has told you, O man, what is good. 
What does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, to love kindness, and to walk hum-
bly before your God? The voice of the Lord 
will call to the city. It is sound wisdom to 
fear Your name. 

In the name of my Lord Jesus, I pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND MICHAEL 
CATT 

(Mr. SHULER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize today’s guest chap-
lain, Dr. Michael Catt. Dr. Catt is the 
senior pastor at Sherwood Baptist 
Church in Albany, Georgia. I’m hon-
ored to welcome Dr. Catt, his wife, 
Terri, and his daughter, Hayley, to the 
U.S. House of Representatives today. 

Dr. Catt has served as senior pastor 
at Sherwood Baptist Church since 1989. 
The church has 3,000 members and has 
averaged 100 baptisms each year. Thou-
sands have joined the church from Al-
bany and 29 surrounding communities. 
The church has evolved from a neigh-
borhood church to a regional, multi-
ethnic congregation with members 
from 11 nations. 

Most notably, under Dr. Catt’s lead-
ership, Sherwood Baptist developed an 
out-of-the-box church outreach. Dr. 
Catt’s goal is to change the world from 
Albany, Georgia. While this may sound 
and seem like a radical or even ridicu-
lous statement from a pastor in south-
west Georgia, it has, in fact, become a 
reality through Sherwood Pictures. Dr. 
Catt has served as executive producer 
of ‘‘Flywheel,’’ ‘‘Facing the Giants,’’ 
‘‘Fireproof,’’ and ‘‘Courageous.’’ Each 
of these major motion pictures serves 
to influence the world for Christ. 

I am honored to call Dr. Catt a 
friend, and I look forward to how God 
continues to use Dr. Catt in the future. 
I ask my colleagues to welcome Dr. 
Catt and his family as he leads us 
today in opening prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). The Chair will 
entertain 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches from both sides of the 
aisle. 

f 

THE POWER TO TAX IS THE 
POWER TO DESTROY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
‘‘The last thing you want to do is to 
raise taxes in the middle of a recession 
because that would take more demand 
out of the economy and put business in 
a further hole.’’ 

That’s what the President said in 
2009, but that was then and this is now. 
If Congress doesn’t act, Americans will 
face higher taxes when the clock 
strikes midnight on December 31 of 
this year. The President’s solution is 
to raise taxes on some. That would 
eliminate 700,000 jobs in our country; 
60,000 of those would be lost in my 
home State of Texas. The tax increase 
will cost the average American a year’s 
worth of groceries—$4,000. 

Madam Speaker, almost half of 
Americans pay no Federal income tax 
at all. What we need are more tax-
payers, not more taxes. We need to 
renew the so-called ‘‘Kennedy-Reagan- 
Bush tax cuts.’’ No tax increases on 
Americans. Because the power to tax is 
the power to destroy, and the last 
thing we should do is raise taxes in a 
recession. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

DON’T FORGET THE LITTLE 
PEOPLE 

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HOCHUL. Madam Speaker, 
‘‘Don’t forget the little people.’’ That’s 
what a gentleman said as he grabbed 
my hand and looked into my eyes at 
the Sanborn Farm Museum French 
toast breakfast on Saturday morning. 
‘‘Don’t forget the little people.’’ 

Who are these little people? I’ll tell 
you right now, these are millions of 
moms and dads sitting at their dinner 
table tonight trying to cover their wor-
ried expression from their kids as they 
look over their family finances, won-
dering whether Congress is going to 
step up to the plate and give them the 
tax break they so desperately deserve. 

Only in Washington will people tell 
you you need to address our growing 
out-of-control deficit by spending a 
trillion dollars on tax breaks for mil-
lionaires and billionaires. And not just 
that. That puts us into further debt 
with the Chinese. I’ve got a problem 
with that. 

It seems simple to me. If we want to 
cut our deficit, we cut spending, and we 
also ask those who benefited from tax 
breaks for the last decade to pay their 
fair share. 

Like many of us, I’m with the little 
people and I’m with the middle people. 
Let’s vote for a middle class tax cut 
today. 

f 

STOP THE TAX HIKES 
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, let the countdown begin. 
Come January 1, the President and the 
Democrats plan to raise taxes on hard-
working families and small business. 

That’s right. Instead of reining in 
their out-of-control spending, the 
President wants all Americans to hand 
over even more of their hard-earned 
money to the Federal Government. It’s 
not smart to raise taxes ever, and cer-
tainly not in a struggling economy. 

With 3 years of sky-high unemploy-
ment across the country, record-break-
ing deficits, and countless new rules 
and mandates coming from the White 
House, the solution is simple: Stop 
these job-killing tax hikes. 

It’s time to rewrite the Tax Code, 
work on pro-growth tax reform, and 
get this economy working again. Stop 
the Democrats’ massive tax hikes to 
pay for their Big Government agenda. 
The American people want, need, and 
deserve better. 

f 

b 1210 

DISESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
POSTAL SERVICE 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Article I, section 8, 

clause 7 of the U.S. Constitution gives 
Congress the responsibility to establish 
and ensure operations of the postal 
service. Today, August 1, 2012, 234 years 
after the Constitution was ratified, 
Congress is presiding over the disestab-
lishment of the postal service. 

Today, a manufactured default cre-
ated by congressional legislation is 
pushing the postal service to the brink. 
Today, the postal service will not make 
a payment that it should have never 
had to make in the first place to pay 
for prefunding 75 years of retiree 
health benefits in 10 years. A manufac-
tured default, encouraged by banks and 
other interest groups, a move towards 
privatization of one of America’s most 
vital services. The Congress has a re-
sponsibility to stand up. But here in 
the USA under Citizens United, every-
thing is up for auction, including the 
postal service. 

Wake up, America. Universal service 
is on the line. Wake up, America, and 
stand up for the Constitution, the 
575,000 postal service workers, and our 
obligation to the American people to 
see to it that the postal service is res-
cued from those who want to push it 
into default or privatize it for their 
own profit. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
SACRIFICE OF ADAM ROSS 

(Mr. GOWDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOWDY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to say thank you to Adam Ross and his 
parents, Dudley and Amanda Ross, 
from the Boiling Springs community in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. Adam 
Ross has been described as a ‘‘well- 
mannered, good-spirited, and all- 
around good American boy.’’ When he 
left Spartanburg to follow in his fa-
ther’s and his brother’s footsteps to go 
fight for this country he loved so 
much, he told his family, Madam 
Speaker, I know where I am going, I 
know why I am going and what the 
purpose is. 

Madam Speaker, Adam Ross’ body 
was returned to this country he loved 
and believed in last week in a flag- 
draped coffin. His parents buried him 
at the tender age of 19. He died defend-
ing this country and fighting for the 
qualities that make this the last best 
hope for mankind. 

So, Madam Speaker, I rise to honor 
his service, to honor the sacrifice his 
parents made, to pray for their peace 
and their wisdom, and to pray that 
when Adam Ross looks down from 
heaven and sees the America of years 
to come, he may believe his sacrifice 
and service were worth it. 

f 

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUT 
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, 
now is the time for Congress to stand 

up for middle class families. I urge my 
Republican colleagues to abandon their 
plans to hold middle class tax cuts hos-
tage to their demands for another tax 
cut for millionaires and billionaires 
and to pass a balanced tax plan, such 
as that contained in H.R. 15 that ex-
tends tax cuts for 98 percent of all 
Americans and 97 percent of small busi-
nesses. 

If Congress fails to act, an estimated 
400,000 families in Rhode Island could 
face an average tax increase of $1,600. 
The Republican tax proposal will end 
the expanded earned income tax credit 
and expanded child tax credit and 
eliminate the American opportunity 
tax credit. In my State of Rhode Is-
land, it’s estimated that more than 
100,000 families would lose an average 
of $1,000 in 2013 if the child tax credit 
expansion is allowed to expire. 

The Republicans’ misguided plan 
would protect tax cuts for the wealthi-
est, while effectively raising taxes on 
25 million lower- and middle-income 
Americans. I urge my colleagues to 
support a balanced plan that protects 
the middle class, strengthens our small 
businesses, and strengthens our econ-
omy. 

f 

BUFFALO-NIAGARA AND THE 
URBAN AREA SECURITY INITIA-
TIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, I hosted a field hearing of the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee on 
Counterterrorism and Intelligence, on 
which I serve as ranking member. This 
was an opportunity for the committee 
to hear from local officials on the deci-
sion to eliminate Buffalo-Niagara from 
the Urban Area Security Initiative pro-
gram. 

Niagara County Sheriff Voutour and 
Erie County Commissioner of Emer-
gency Services Daniel Neaverth testi-
fied that the capability gains made 
under this program cannot be sus-
tained without fully funding this pro-
gram. The Federal investment that 
supported the security gains achieved 
over the past 8 years in this program 
will be lost unless we fully fund this 
program. 

Madam Speaker, the witness testi-
mony made clear that the decision to 
eliminate Buffalo-Niagara from the 
Urban Areas Security Initiative pro-
gram was ill-advised, shortsighted, and 
counterproductive. Congress and the 
Department of Homeland Security 
must reverse this course and restore 
Buffalo-Niagara’s eligibility for this 
all-important program. 

f 

NEW PREVENTIVE SERVICES FOR 
WOMEN 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to mark a key milestone in wom-
en’s access to affordable health care 
services. Starting today, and thanks to 
the health care reform law, women will 
have guaranteed access to a host of 
preventive services in new health care 
plans, without additional costs. These 
benefits—including annual well-women 
physicals, birth control coverage, and 
screenings for domestic violence 
among them—are a critical step to en-
suring that all women get the care 
they need to stay healthy and treat 
disease early. 

Far too often, women put off needed 
care because of the cost; but this new 
coverage benefit makes some of these 
tough decisions a thing of the past, de-
cisions like whether to pay for treat-
ment or to pay for groceries. 

As we celebrate this day, we must 
also remember that these health care 
services continue to be politicized and 
face many attacks. These attacks are 
not only divisive but an intrusion into 
women’s private health decisions. We 
must stand up to such partisan attacks 
and support these important health 
care benefits and thus ensure that all 
women and their families have access 
to affordable preventive care services. 

f 

BRIGHT SPOTS IN COLORADO 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
it’s been a hard summer in Colorado, 
but we have a lot of bright spots. And 
I want to focus on three today—one 
thing and two people. 

The ‘‘thing’’ is the patent office. In 
this country, we’ve had one patent of-
fice. It’s been here in Washington, D.C. 
And now we’re going to have three pat-
ent offices across the country, and Col-
orado got one of those. We’re going to 
have a satellite patent office in Colo-
rado, and that will help us continue 
our innovative and entrepreneurial 
spirit. 

Now, of the two people I would like 
to highlight, one is Chief Dan Oates. 
We had tremendous heroes in this re-
cent tragedy that we had in Colorado. 
But Chief Dan Oates and his leadership 
of the Aurora Police Department were 
fantastic, and I want to compliment 
him on that. 

Now, the last person I want to high-
light, who is a bright spot and will 
keep getting brighter, is Missy Frank-
lin who has won a bronze medal and a 
gold medal in swimming. And she is 
going to win a lot more. 

So even though we’ve had a tough 
summer, there are a lot of bright 
things and a lot of bright people in Col-
orado, and it’s going to be better from 
here on out. 

f 

JOE BACA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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