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William Raspberry was a fine man 

and a great Mississippian. He will be 
missed. 

f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, every citizen de-
serves an equal opportunity to make it 
in America. Last week, I, along with 
Democratic Whip STENY HOYER and 
other members of the Democratic Cau-
cus unveiled a plan to jump-start 
growth in the United States manufac-
turing industry and support job cre-
ation that we so desperately need. 

My bill, the Advancing Innovative 
Manufacturing Act of 2012, makes in-
vestments to spur innovation and in-
crease the competitiveness of Amer-
ican manufacturers. 

In order for America to make it, we 
need to maintain the capacity to man-
ufacture new and innovative products 
right here at home in America. The 
Make It In America agenda will do just 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I would say: Let all of 
us face and focus on our responsibility 
to America’s business and press ahead 
to make it all in America. 

f 

NORTH KOREAN GULAGS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week, I 
had the privilege of meeting Shin 
Dong-hyuk, the only known defector to 
have escaped from one of the many 
concentration camps operated by the 
Communist government in North 
Korea. 

He was born in the camp and faced 
starvation, torture, and brainwashing 
on a routine basis, which is described 
in the book, ‘‘Escape From Camp 14.’’ 
On the same day, the authorities exe-
cuted both his brother and his mother 
in front of him for attempting to plan 
an escape. He knew nothing of the out-
side world, only living day to day, 
doing whatever was needed to survive. 
Heartbreakingly, this included inform-
ing the guards when he heard about his 
family’s escape plan. Years later, a new 
prisoner came to the camp from 
Pyongyang, and Shin began to learn 
about the outside world and then began 
to long to escape. 

By some estimates, as many as 
200,000 people are held in the brutal 
gulags like Shin. As we negotiate with 
the gangster government of North 
Korea over their nuclear weapons pro-
gram, we cannot forget about these 
human rights atrocities perpetrated 
against millions of their own people. 
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TAX CUTS FOR MIDDLE CLASS 
FAMILIES 

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge us to reclaim the secu-
rity that middle class Americans have 
lost over the last decade. 

Beginning in 2001, Republicans passed 
trillions of dollars in tax cuts, pri-
marily benefiting the wealthiest Amer-
icans. We were told these tax cuts 
would unleash a torrent of job creation 
and economic growth. That was balo-
ney. It failed miserably. The wealthiest 
Americans experienced unprecedented 
gains while middle class families saw 
their budgets shrink in tandem with 
rising poverty and the slowest rate of 
job creation in half a century. 

Well, lesson learned. It’s time to let 
the tax cuts for the wealthiest expire, 
but not at the expense of middle class 
families. It’s time to extend, without 
delay or uncertainty, tax cuts for all 
families, for all income up to $250,000. 
If we don’t, it will be a disaster, and a 
tax hike will result for those middle 
class families. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s unacceptable, par-
ticularly when Republicans are holding 
these tax cuts hostage so that wealthy 
Americans can continue to reap the 
benefits of a broken system that hasn’t 
worked to the advantage of most 
Americans and has exploded our def-
icit. Lesson learned. 

Let’s not let tax cuts expire for peo-
ple whose income is up to $250,000. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WARRINGTON- 
WARWICK LITTLE LEAGUE SOFT-
BALL TEAM 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the War-
rington-Warwick Little League softball 
team for their victory over Minersville 
on Saturday in the State championship 
game in Pennsylvania. 

Our community can be proud to be 
represented by this group of young 
women as they compete for the re-
gional title this week. As the father of 
three girls who are involved in our 
community, I understand the dedica-
tion required of the players and their 
families to achieve such a success. 

The team will head to Bristol, Con-
necticut, today, where they will com-
pete against State championships from 
nine other States for the title. Con-
gratulations to Coach Bitting, Coach 
Corso, and Coach Ruscio, and players 
Stephanie Andreoli, Madison Bitting, 
Sophia Boggs, Meghan Bradley, Lauren 
and Nicole Corso, Lauren Crim, Alex-
andra DeLeon, Sabrina Dobron, 
Kaitlyn Hammond, Alexis McConomy, 
Madeline McShane, Giuliana Ruscio, 
and Cassie Underkofler. 

Congratulations once again to every-
body who took part in this historic 
run. We wish all the players and coach-
es and parents the best. I’m proud and 
honored to see a local team go so far. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF 
MORRO BAY 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my congratulations to 
the city of Morro Bay in my congres-
sional district on the central coast of 
California. 

Last month, the city won the 2012 
award for Excellence in Local Govern-
ance for coastal and ocean manage-
ment from NOAA, the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 
This award is for its groundbreaking 
work with other coastal communities 
in California, local fishermen, and the 
Nature Conservancy to preserve his-
toric fishing activity and build long- 
term economic and environmental re-
siliency on California’s central coast. 

Working together, these partners re-
alized that Morro Bay and other small 
fishing communities—our working wa-
terfronts—needed to respond to the 
changing conditions of their fisheries. 
This effort has not been easy, to be 
sure; but Morro Bay’s leaders, who 
have faced huge obstacles in their ef-
forts to try new approaches to fisheries 
management, were determined to make 
this work. So it is great to see this rec-
ognition of their courage and their 
hard work to improve Morro Bay’s 
leading industry. 

Again, I congratulate the city of 
Morro Bay and its innovative partners 
for earning this acknowledgement. 

f 

THANKING SMALL BUSINESS 
OWNERS IN AMERICA 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say thank you to all those 
small business owners across America 
who have used their ingenuity, hard 
work, and tireless effort at great finan-
cial risk to build a business from the 
ground up. 

Americans know that jobs aren’t cre-
ated by bureaucrats in Washington, 
D.C. We know that our country’s great-
est innovators succeed in our American 
free enterprise system because they 
pour their hearts and souls into their 
dreams, overcoming each obstacle 
placed in their way. 

In our current economy, Congress 
should be doing everything it can to 
minimize the burdens on these entre-
preneurs; yet, day by day, new regula-
tions, mandates, and taxes pile up and 
make it that much harder for these 
innovators to succeed and harder for 
them to create good jobs and grow the 
economy. 
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Mr. Speaker, this morning, as thou-

sands of small business owners rise at 
the crack of dawn once again to build 
on the American Dream, we say thank 
you. It’s their hard work and deter-
mination, and it’s the tireless effort of 
every working American that has built 
the most prosperous Nation the world 
has ever seen. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL AIDS 
CONFERENCE 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. The Inter-
national AIDS Conference could not be 
returning to America at a better time. 
This year’s conference could mark the 
turning point in the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic. Advances in research are finally 
allowing us to picture the possibility of 
a generation that is free from this dis-
ease. 

Despite great promise, there is still 
much to do. Now more than ever, 
America must remain committed to 
leading the fight against HIV/AIDS, 
combating the crisis right here at 
home and abroad. Our continued sup-
port is absolutely vital to developing 
new treatments and prevention tech-
niques, including microbicides, as well 
as to finding a cure. 

The United States must continue to 
do everything we can to increase access 
to treatment for infected individuals 
around the globe, including the avail-
ability of life-saving drugs. Let this 
conference serve as a reminder of 
America’s contribution to combating 
this epidemic and a rallying cry for 
why we can’t turn back now. 

f 

CALLING FOR A VOTE ON THE 
FARM BILL 

(Mr. BERG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERG. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
the House Ag Committee reported out 
of committee a version of the House 
bill. I rise today to call for this impor-
tant measure to be brought to the floor 
for a vote as soon as possible. 

Agriculture is the backbone of North 
Dakota’s economy. Our great State 
leads the Nation in nine different com-
modities. This farm bill takes into con-
sideration unique things within our 
State and within many other States as 
it relates to agriculture and those com-
modities. Specifically, it implements a 
strong crop insurance program that 
would be so beneficial in times like 
these where we’re facing severe 
drought in much of our Nation. North 
Dakota’s farmers and ranchers need 
the stability that this farm bill can 
bring, and it needs to be a long-term 
authorization. 

Now is the time for the House to act. 
For farmers and ranchers across this 
country, now is the time to ensure that 
we act on this important piece of legis-

lation and get it reauthorized for the 
long term. The time for the farm bill is 
now. 

f 

STUNT 

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize STUNT, a new competi-
tive team sport which focuses on the 
technical and athletic components of 
cheerleading, including stunts, basket 
tosses, and tumbling. 

With more than 800,000 cheerleaders 
in the United States, USA Cheer cre-
ated this NCAA emerging sport to pro-
vide new opportunities for female ath-
letes to compete at the high school and 
collegiate level, while still allowing 
traditional cheerleading to remain a 
vital and important part of the schools’ 
spirit program. 

There are 22 colleges that have al-
ready participated in the national 
championships, with this number 
poised to expand significantly by next 
year. As cochairman of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Youth Sports, it is 
my distinct pleasure to highlight the 
success of STUNT and to commend the 
inaugural players of this sport. Your 
pioneering efforts will inspire and gen-
erate excitement amongst the next 
generation of potential STUNT ath-
letes. May God bless you for your ef-
forts to involve more young female 
athletes in healthy physical activities 
and sports. 

f 

VETERANS JOBS ACT 

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge the President to sign the 
Veterans Jobs Act. 

This body has a duty to make sure 
that every veteran, our brave men and 
women who are returning home—at 
200,000 leaving Active Duty every 
year—actually have jobs available to 
them and that they’re actually cer-
tified to be able to accept those jobs. 

We invest billions of dollars every 
year to give the best training in the 
world to our young men and women 
who are serving our country. Yet when 
they leave Active Duty, most times 
they’re not certified for the very jobs 
that they’re trying to get. Our brave 
men and women deserve the oppor-
tunity to jump right into these fields. 
Why should they have to get 2 or 3 
extra years of training to duplicate the 
training they already have that is of-
tentimes much better training that 
they had on Active Duty. 

We have a duty to pass this bill, to 
have it signed into law, and to not let 
a day go by that these veterans return 
home and make sure that they’ve got 
the certifications to immediately enter 
our workforce. 

I urge the President once again to 
sign this important legislation that 
both bodies have passed now on a bi-
partisan level. 

f 
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RETURN OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
AIDS CONFERENCE 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 
for the first time in more than two dec-
ades, the United States will host the 
19th International AIDS Conference, 
drawing over 20,000 people from around 
the world to our Nation’s Capital. 

Having participated in every con-
ference since I was first elected to Con-
gress in 1998, I knew we could not bring 
the conference back to the United 
States until the discriminatory immi-
gration ban on people living with HIV 
was lifted. 

In 2007, I introduced a bill to repeal 
the ban. Few believed it could be done, 
but through bipartisan support we 
achieved this goal, and I want to thank 
Members who are still here for their 
support in that effort. 

This week, the return of the con-
ference is an important opportunity to 
shine a global spotlight on the fight 
against AIDS in the African American 
community and communities of color, 
and a national spotlight on the ongoing 
global epidemic. Yesterday I intro-
duced new legislation to do just that. 

Ending the HIV/AIDS Epidemic Act 
articulates a policy and financing 
framework to achieve an AIDS-free 
generation in the United States and 
abroad. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port it so that we can begin to bring an 
end to AIDS here at home and around 
the world. 

f 

TRICKING THE PUBLIC IS 
OBSCENE 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, funding 
the military is imperative, and sup-
porting our troops at home and abroad 
is fundamental. But overfunding it at 
the expense of vital domestic programs 
is irresponsible. 

The Defense appropriations bill is $8 
billion more than the agreed-upon level 
set by the Budget Control Act. This 
means that real programs in our home 
districts, which many of our constitu-
ents rely on, will be cut or go un-
funded. 

Every family in this Nation knows 
what it is to make a budget and the 
reasons behind needing it. This bill bla-
tantly ignores the need and purpose of 
a budget. Certain aspects of this bill 
are hundreds of millions of dollars 
above requested levels. If a family tried 
to live like that, they would be in dire 
straits. 
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