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Gibson Matheson Sanchez, Linda
Graves (MO) McDermott T.
Green, Gene McGovern Sanchez, Loretta
Griffin (AR) Meehan Schakowsky
Guinta Moore Schilling
Hanga Murphy (PA) Sires
Hastings (FL) Nugent Slaughter
Heck Olver Stivers
ngrera Beutler Pallone Terry
Hinchey Pastor (AZ) Thompson (CA)
Holt
Hoyer Paulsgn Thompson (MS)
Israel Pelosi Tipton
Johnson (OH) Peters Tov&{ns
Keating Peterson erlazquez
Kind Quayle Visclosky
Kinzinger (IL) Rahall Walberg
Kucinich Reed Walden
Larson (CT) Renacci Walsh (IL)
Latham Ribble Welch
Lee (CA) Rigell Wittman
LoBiondo Roe (TN) Woodall
Lowey Rooney Yoder
Lynch Ryan (OH) Young (AK)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”"—3
Amash Gohmert Owens

NOT VOTING—11

Akin Gutierrez Landry
Bishop (NY) Hirono Lewis (GA)
Bonner Jackson (IL) Miller, George
Grijalva King (IA)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There is 1 minute remaining.
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So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 456,
457 and 458 | was delayed and unable to
vote. Had | been present | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall No. 456, “yea” on rollcall No.
457 and “yea” on rollcall No. 458.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes yesterday and today. | would like the
RECORD to show that, had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall votes 452,
453, 454 and 455 and “nay” on rollcall votes
456, 457 and 458.

———

REPORT ON H.R. 6091, DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVI-
RONMENT, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL, 2013

Mr. SIMPSON, from the Committee
on Appropriations, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 112-589) making
appropriations for the Department of
the Interior, environment, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the Union Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

———
REPEAL OF OBAMACARE ACT

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 724, I call up the
bill (H.R. 6079) to repeal the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and
health care-related provisions in the
Health Care and Education Reconcili-
ation Act of 2010, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 724, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6079

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Repeal of
Obamacare Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following with respect
to the impact of Public Law 111-148 and re-
lated provisions of Public Law 111-152 (col-
lectively referred to in this section as ‘‘the
law’’):

(1) President Obama promised the Amer-
ican people that if they liked their current
health coverage, they could keep it. But even
the Obama Administration admits that tens
of millions of Americans are at risk of losing
their health care coverage, including as
many as 8 in 10 plans offered by small busi-
nesses.

(2) Despite projected spending of more than
two trillion dollars over the next 10 years,
cutting Medicare by more than one-half tril-
lion dollars over that period, and increasing
taxes by over $800 billion dollars over that
period, the law does not lower health care
costs. In fact, the law actually makes cov-
erage more expensive for millions of Ameri-
cans. The average American family already
paid a premium increase of approximately
$1,200 in the year following passage of the
law. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
predicts that health insurance premiums for
individuals buying private health coverage
on their own will increase by $2,100 in 2016
compared to what the premiums would have
been in 2016 if the law had not passed.

(3) The law cuts more than one-half trillion
dollars in Medicare and uses the funds to cre-
ate a new entitlement program rather than
to protect and strengthen the Medicare pro-
gram. Actuaries at the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services (CMS) warn that the
Medicare cuts contained in the law are so
drastic that ‘“‘providers might end their par-
ticipation in the program (possibly jeopard-
izing access to care for beneficiaries)”’. CBO
cautioned that the Medicare cuts ‘“‘might be
difficult to sustain over a long period of
time”’. According to the CMS actuaries, 7.4
million Medicare beneficiaries who would
have been enrolled in a Medicare Advantage
plan in 2017 will lose access to their plan be-
cause the law cuts $206 billion in payments
to Medicare Advantage plans. The Trustees
of the Medicare Trust Funds predict that the
law will result in a substantial decline in
employer-sponsored retiree drug coverage,
and 90 percent of seniors will no longer have
access to retiree drug coverage by 2016 as a
result of the law.

(4) The law creates a 15-member, unelected
Independent Payment Advisory Board that is
empowered to make binding decisions re-
garding what treatments Medicare will cover
and how much Medicare will pay for treat-
ments solely to cut spending, restricting ac-
cess to health care for seniors.

(5) The law and the more than 13,000 pages
of related regulations issued before July 11,
2012, are causing great uncertainty, slowing
economic growth, and limiting hiring oppor-
tunities for the approximately 13 million
Americans searching for work. Imposing
higher costs on businesses will lead to lower
wages, fewer workers, or both.

(6) The law imposes 21 new or higher taxes
on American families and businesses, includ-
ing 12 taxes on families making less than
$250,000 a year.
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(7) While President Obama promised that
nothing in the law would fund elective abor-
tion, the law expands the role of the Federal
Government in funding and facilitating abor-
tion and plans that cover abortion. The law
appropriates billions of dollars in new fund-
ing without explicitly prohibiting the use of
these funds for abortion, and it provides Fed-
eral subsidies for health plans covering elec-
tive abortions. Moreover, the law effectively
forces millions of individuals to personally
pay a separate abortion premium in viola-
tion of their sincerely held religious, ethical,
or moral beliefs.

(8) Until enactment of the law, the Federal
Government has not sought to impose spe-
cific coverage or care requirements that in-
fringe on the rights of conscience of insurers,
purchasers of insurance, plan sponsors, bene-
ficiaries, and other stakeholders, such as in-
dividual or institutional health care pro-
viders. The law creates a new nationwide re-
quirement for health plans to cover ‘‘essen-
tial health benefits’ and ‘‘preventive serv-
ices”, but does not allow stakeholders to opt
out of covering items or services to which
they have a religious or moral objection, in
violation of the Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act (Public Law 103-141). By creating
new barriers to health insurance and causing
the loss of existing insurance arrangements,
these inflexible mandates jeopardize the
ability of institutions and individuals to ex-
ercise their rights of conscience and their
ability to freely participate in the health in-
surance and health care marketplace.

(9) The law expands Government control
over health care, adds trillions of dollars to
existing liabilities, drives costs up even fur-
ther, and too often puts Federal bureaucrats,
instead of doctors and patients, in charge of
health care decisionmaking.

(10) The path to patient-centered care and
lower costs for all Americans must begin
with a full repeal of the law.

SEC. 3. REPEAL OF OBAMACARE.

(a) PPACA.—Effective as of the enactment
of Public Law 111-148, such Act (other than
subsection (d) of section 1899A of the Social
Security Act, as added and amended by sec-
tions 3403 and 10320 of such Public Law) is re-
pealed, and the provisions of law amended or
repealed by such Act (other than such sub-
section (d)) are restored or revived as if such
Act had not been enacted.

(b) HEALTH CARE-RELATED PROVISIONS IN
THE HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION RECONCILI-
ATION ACT OF 2010.—Effective as of the enact-
ment of the Health Care and Education Rec-
onciliation Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-152),
title I and subtitle B of title II of such Act
are repealed, and the provisions of law
amended or repealed by such title or sub-
title, respectively, are restored or revived as
if such title and subtitle had not been en-
acted.

SEC. 4. BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF THIS ACT.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the Committee on the Budget of the House of
Representatives, as long as such statement
has been submitted prior to the vote on pas-
sage of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 5 hours, with 30
minutes equally divided and controlled
by the majority leader and minority
leader or their designees, 60 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Education and the
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Workforce, 60 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee
on Energy and Commerce, 60 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Ways and Means, 30
minutes equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Budg-
et, 30 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on the
Judiciary, and 30 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. UPTON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 6079.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 3 minutes.

House Republicans promised the
American people that, if granted the
majority, we would vote to repeal the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, better known as ObamaCare. Let’s
face it. ObamaCare is nothing like
what was promised. Former Speaker
PELOSI said we would have to pass the
bill to find out what was in it. Rest as-
sured, we found out.

Rather than reform health care, this
law epitomizes Washington at its very
worst—intrusive mandates, higher
costs, red tape, unaffordable spending,
taxes on employers and families, and
the control of personal health care de-
cisions by boards, bureaus, and agen-
cies in Washington. Let’s just consider
the many broken promises.

President Obama promised that his
reforms would lower family premiums
by $2,500 by the end of his first term,
yet the cost of an employee-sponsored
family plan increased to $15,000 in 2011.
The CBO projects, if we allow the rest
of ObamaCare’s mandates to kick in,
premiums will rise further.

The President told us over and over
that if you liked your health care plan
you could keep it, yet the law pushes
employers to drop coverage. The CBO
estimates that up to 20 million Amer-
ican workers will lose their plans under
ObamacCare.

The President said his law would cost
a mere $900 billion as if spending nearly
$1 trillion on a new program were
thrifty.
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Yet, when it is fully implemented,
ObamaCare is estimated to cost tax-
payers $2.6 trillion over a decade. The
President promised to make Medicare
stronger. Instead, ObamaCare raided
$575 billion from Medicare to pay for
new programs and entitlement expan-
sions.
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The President pledged that he would
not raise taxes for households with in-
comes under $250,000. Yet ObamaCare
includes 21 new tax increases that will
cost taxpayers roughly $800 billion over
the next decade. The IRS will impose
new taxes on medical devices, prescrip-
tion drugs, health coverage, high-pre-
mium health plans. The agency will
place new restrictions on health saving
accounts and flexible spending ac-
counts. Employers will face a tax for
failing to provide health plans ap-
proved by HHS and a new surtax on in-
vestment.

The President promised American
taxpayers that they would not been
forced to fund abortions and our con-
science rights would be protected. Yet
HHS is moving forward with a mandate
that requires religious institutions to
violate their principles or pay a steep
fine. Or is the fine on faith going to be
considered a tax as well, just like the
individual mandate? The Supreme
Court made clear that the mandate is a
massive new tax, one that will pri-
marily be levied on middle class house-
holds.

Repeal is also the only way to honor
and restore the promises the President
wisely made but foolishly broke. The
Supreme Court rendered its diagnosis,
but the American people will be offer-
ing a second opinion. We promised the
American people that we would work
to repeal this terrible law, and that is
a promise we are keeping.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 3 minutes.

This bill, Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, would take away health secu-
rity and cause over 30 million people to
lose health coverage over the next dec-
ade. That’s more people than the entire
population of New York and Ohio. Yet
here we go again, wasting time that
should be spent on improving the econ-
omy and putting people to work. In-
stead, we’re rehashing the same old ar-
guments. Americans deserve health se-
curity.

What’s in the bill? The law that the
Republicans would seek to take off the
books prevents people with preexisting
conditions, like pregnant women, from
being denied insurance or charged so
much that they can’t get coverage. The
law says women should not pay higher
premiums just because they are
women.

People should have an easy, trans-
parent marketplace to shop for quality
insurance, and the hardworking middle
class should receive subsidies to help
them afford it. People should not be
worried about losing health coverage if
they lose their job. People should be
encouraged to get preventive health
services and not be charged for it.
Small businesses should be helped if
they want to offer health insurance.

America should no longer be a coun-
try with millions of people uninsured
and unable to get health insurance.
That’s what the Republicans want us
to go back to. They argue that they
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want to repeal and replace ObamaCare.
What’s their replacement,
RomneyCare? They have no replace-
ment. They offer nothing to the Amer-
ican people. There is no proposal on
how they would keep these 30 million
people insured and end insurance com-
pany abuses like preexisting condition
discrimination.

Let’s move beyond this vote and
show the American people this institu-
tion is about more than just politics.
It’s about doing what’s right for Amer-
ican families. Let’s affirm our commit-
ment to bring health security to all
Americans. Let us reject this Repub-
lican bill that would again have the
House go on record repealing the law,
which has not yet been fully put into
place.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent, before I reserve whatever time I
have, to empower our Health Sub-
committee ranking member, Mr.
FRANK PALLONE from the State of New
Jersey, to be able to control the rest of
the time for the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman will control
the remainder of the time.

There was no objection.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of our time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PITTS), the chair of the
Health Subcommittee.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in March,
to mark the 2-year anniversary of the
signing of ObamaCare, I invited local
doctors, business owners, and elected
officials to talk about how the law will
change the practice of health care on
every level.

We heard from Dr. Gerald Rothacker
about the law’s failure to reform med-
ical liability and how young doctors
don’t even realize they’re practicing
defensive medicine, ordering unneces-
sary tests, and driving up costs. We
heard from Gary Alexander, Pennsylva-
nia’s secretary for the Department of
Public Welfare, about how the law will
cause State spending to explode in the
coming years.

While Medicaid consumes 30 percent
of the State budget now, if the law is
fully implemented, it will consume
over 60 percent. Pennsylvania won’t be
a State government. It will be a health
plan that paves roads and funds schools
on the side.

We also heard from Kirby Sensenig,
the owner of a local roofing company.
He spoke about the difficult choice he
will have to make in coming years
about whether to keep providing insur-
ance for his workers, or to pay the pen-
alty and cast them into the health care
exchanges.

We all know how much health care
reform was needed. We’ve all heard the
stories about individuals denied care
that they desperately needed. We’ve
heard about the families who struggled
to pay the bills when a child got sick.
We all know someone who went with-
out insurance because of the high cost
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of premiums. But this law did not fix
what was broken. It didn’t deliver the
reform the American people really
wanted.

The savings, both for the government
and for families, are an illusion. Don’t
pat yourselves on the back for gaming
the CBO. There won’t be a single dime
saved by the law. Indeed, government
spending will explode because of the
law. ObamaCare’s new entitlement pro-
gram and massive Medicaid expansion
is estimated to cost taxpayers $1.8 tril-
lion over the next decade.

Things aren’t much better for fami-
lies under ObamaCare. In 2011 alone,
the annual premium for an employer-
sponsored family plan soared past
$15,000. That’s a sharp 9 percent in-
crease from 2010. Twenty new taxes im-
pose additional costs on everything
from flexible spending accounts to
pacemakers. That’s 20 new taxes in
ObamaCare not yet implemented. It
will be taxing medical devices, drug
manufacturers, and insurers. It drives
up the cost of care. It is a farce to
think that government subsidies will
balance out the increased costs im-
posed by all the new taxes and regula-
tions.

Finally, the reach of the Federal
Government has extended even to the
conscience of religious charities and
educational institutions. When the
government takes over health care, it
takes over basic decisions of morality
that should be left up to individuals.
It’s far past time we ended the destruc-
tion of our health care system by a
poorly designed and administered law.
Full repeal is the only way to get to
real reform. I urge support for the bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 3 minutes.

Today reminds me of the movie
“Groundhog Day.” For those of you
who aren’t familiar with the movie, it’s
about a TV weatherman who finds him-
self repeating the same day over and
over again. No matter what he does,
he’s stuck on the same day. Does that
sound familiar? I think it does.

Today, we will take yet another show
vote on repealing the Affordable Care
Act which will never become law. In
fact, we’re wasting 2 days debating its
repeal when Congress should be focus-
ing on jobs and reducing the deficit.
This exercise in futility does nothing
but attempt to turn the clock back on
all the many benefits already in place
for Americans across this country.
Meanwhile, it increases the deficit,
puts insurance companies back in
charge of America’s health care, in-
creases costs, cuts benefits for Medi-
care seniors, and eliminates $40 billion
in tax credits to help make insurance
more affordable for small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, the Affordable Care Act
ensures that hardworking middle class
families will get the security they de-
serve and protects every American
from the worst insurance company
abuses. The law includes numerous pro-
visions to keep health care costs low,
promote prevention, and hold insur-
ance companies accountable.
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For those Americans who already
have health care, whether through pri-
vate insurance, Medicare, or Medicaid,
the Affordable Care Act is already
making your coverage more secure.
For example, insurance companies no
longer have unchecked power to cancel
your policy, deny your child coverage
due to a preexisting condition, or
charge women more than men.
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Over 80 million Americans have
gained coverage of preventive care free
of charge, like mammograms for
women and wellness visits for seniors.
Nearly 13 million Americans will re-
ceive a rebate this summer because
their insurance company spent too
much of their premium dollars on ad-
ministrative costs or CEO bonuses, and
5.3 million seniors and people with dis-
abilities have saved an average of over
$600 on prescription drugs and the
doughnut hole in Medicaid coverage,
Medicare coverage. Also, 6.6 million
young adults have been able to stay on
their parents’ plans until the age of 26,
including 3.1 million young people who
were newly insured—and I hear about
this all the time when I am home in
my district.

For those Americans who yet don’t
have health insurance, help is really on
the way. Starting in 2014, the Afford-
able Care Act will offer an array of
quality, affordable, private health in-
surance plans to choose from. If some-
one can’t afford insurance, or for a
small business that wants to provide
affordable insurance to their employ-
ees, tax credits are available that make
coverage affordable.

The result of this repeal, which the
Republicans are putting forth today, is
to basically say that millions of middle
class Americans will lose out on new
health freedoms and new health cov-
erage that make a positive difference
in their lives. Rather than refight
these old partisan battles by starting
over on health care and repealing basic
protections that provide security for
the middle class, Congress needs to
work together to focus on the economy
and create jobs.

The House Republican leadership
would do well to seek bipartisan solu-
tions to jobs and the economy instead
of seeking this repeal.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the chairman emeritus of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BAR-
TON).

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I thank the
distinguished chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the bill before us this afternoon and
in opposition to what is colloquially
called ObamaCare.

All of the comments of the pro-
ponents of the bill that have been made
in the past in support have generally
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turned out to either not be true at all
or to be only partially true. They said
that they were having the individual
mandate under the Commerce Clause.
The Supreme Court said that’s uncon-
stitutional, you couldn’t do it. So even
though you said that’s what you were
doing, you’re really not.

The proponents said the penalties in
the bill were not taxes. Well, the Su-
preme Court in a 54 majority several
weeks ago said, well, really, you’re not
regulating the mandate and the pen-
alties under the Commerce Clause be-
cause that would be unconstitutional.
You’re actually doing it under the tax-
ation clause.

We’re kind of in an Alice in Wonder-
land situation here. What is true is
that if this law is enforced, millions of
Americans are going to pay much more
for health care, and we’re not going to
get better quality care. People like
myself oppose the bill, not because we
don’t want every American to have
health care, but because we want
Americans to have choices and to make
individual choices about their health
care.

This law, if enforced, mandates
things. It mandates the coverage. It
mandates what you have to have. It
mandates what can be paid for it. This
Independent Payment Advisory Board
over time will probably mandate how
doctors practice medicine.

I personally think that’s wrong.
That’s why I believe, since the Su-
preme Court has ruled 5-4, that we
ought to have another repeal vote,
even though admittedly we had one
over a year ago. We should repeal it, we
should put everybody on record right
now where they stand, send the bill to
the other body and see if we can’t get
the majority leader over there to also
have a vote. Then as people go into the
election, we know where the Congress
stands on this issue.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
1%2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ESHO0O).

Ms. ESHOO. I thank the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, I think
that today is really a sad day. It’s a sad
day for the House, and I can’t help but
think of Shakespeare: Thou doth pro-
test too much. Now, it is very clear
that my Republican friends have been
opposed to any kind of national health
care for as long as I can remember.

But today is really quite extraor-
dinary because the Congress not only
voted, shaped on, voted on, passed, the
President signed into law, it was chal-
lenged, it went to the Supreme Court.
The Chief Justice and four other Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court of our land
have upheld the law for health care ac-
cessibility for every single American,
all God’s children. And what do the Re-
publicans do but come to repeal.

My question is, What are you for?
Where’s your plan? I have been in the
minority party. You've had time. This
is the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.
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Where is your plan? You talk about
markets, you talk about costs, you
talk about whatever; but you have no
plan for the American people.

Now you’ve placed yourself in a posi-
tion of a takeaway, and I think that’s
what is sad. It’s sad for the American
people, but it’s not going to happen be-
cause the Supreme Court upheld the
law.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Florida,
a member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee, Mr. STEARNS.

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. The gentlelady from
California knows full well—she serves
on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee—all during the markup of
ObamaCare we had an alternative
health plan.

I'm proud to cosponsor this bill to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act,
ObamaCare, because the act is not af-
fordable.

Cutting half a trillion dollars from
Medicare to pay for new spending is
wrong. Savings in Medicare should stay
in Medicare. How severe are these cuts
to Medicare? The Chief Actuary for
CMS reports that 15 percent of hos-
pitals will be unprofitable within 10
years. These cuts can endanger the via-
bility of the hospital system and jeop-
ardize the health care available for
seniors.

Now, we have a whole alphabet soup
of new agencies that are created by
this monstrosity of a law. Let me tell
you, the IPAD, the Independent Pay-
ment Advisory Board, we all know
what that’s going to do; PCORI, Pa-
tient-Centered Outcomes Research In-
stitutes; CCIIO is the Center for Con-
sumer Information and Insurance Over-
sight, they set up all the exchanges;
the PCIP, which is the Pre-Existing
Condition Insurance Plan. I mean,
these are all new government agencies.

We need to repeal this law and start
anew with commonsense solutions that
encourage innovation without pun-
ishing businesses, seniors, or individ-
uals.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ENGEL).

Mr. ENGEL. I thank my friend for
yielding to me.

I rise in strong opposition to the leg-
islation before us to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act.

I won’t support legislation which
would allow health insurance compa-
nies to deny children access to care,
which would cause Americans to lose
their health care insurance, which
would reopen the dreaded Medicare
prescription drug doughnut hole, and
throw young adults off their parents’
insurance policies.

Republicans have proudly stated that
this is the 31st repeal vote the House
has taken. While the economy strug-
gles to recover, it pains me that we
have wasted so much time on these
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symbolic and political votes that are
going nowhere.

The Republicans wanted the Supreme
Court to decide on health care, and
now our Supreme Court has spoken and
they are still fighting it. It’s time that
everyone accepts the result of the Su-
preme Court.

This has been a long fight, and now
it’s over. If there are changes that need
to be made to the Affordable Care Act,
we should work together to make
them; but partisan efforts to repeal the
entirety of the law isn’t what we
should be doing.

I don’t want insurance companies
getting between patients and their doc-
tors. I don’t like the current system
where the insurance companies deny
you coverage or say you have a pre-ex-
isting condition or say you have a cap
and they won’t pay any more. This bill
attempts to get health insurance com-
panies, health insurance, away from
the insurance companies who try to
control everything and back into the
hands of the consumers.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
this bill, and I implore the Republican
leadership to turn their focus instead
on the economy and on jobs.

This health care bill, there have been
so many lies spread about it, that it’s
unbelievable. The fact of the matter is,
it’s a good bill. It will take the 50 mil-
lion Americans that don’t have health
care and reduce it to nothing. It’s a
good bill for the American people.

We shouldn’t be wasting our time.
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Mr. UPTON. I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. WHIT-
FIELD), a member of the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Mr. WHITFIELD. I might add that
health insurance companies and phar-
maceutical companies helped write the
President’s health care bill. And 2
years ago, when the discussion was on
the floor about this bill, our friends on
the other side of the aisle never talked
about tax increases in the bill. I as-
sume they didn’t talk about it because
they didn’t know about it because the
Speaker at that time said we’ll find out
what’s in the bill after we pass the bill.

Well, when the Supreme Court upheld
this law, they did so because of the tax-
ing power of the Congress, and they
said certain things were taxes. That
brought up the issue of taxes. So when
we went through this bill, we found 21
new taxes on the American people that
will amount to about $800 billion over
10 years. Taxes on high-cost health
plans, taxes on health insurance pro-
viders, taxes on brand-name drugs,
taxes on medical devices, taxes on
flexible spending accounts, and others.
I could go on and on and on.

I would urge the repeal of this legis-
lation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1%2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN).

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. I rise in
strong opposition to the repeal of the
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Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act. This Congress has spent most of
our time voting on messaging bills and
very little time actually legislating.
My colleagues on the other side of the
aisle and I agree on many issues. We
even agree on some of the short-
comings in the Affordable Care Act. No
bill is perfect, and we should be spend-
ing our time improving it, not abol-
ishing it.

Repealing this bill is a vote to drop
college students from their parents’
health plan. It’s a vote to allow insur-
ance companies to discriminate
against women and withhold lifesaving
procedures because of preexisting con-
ditions. It would stop 13 million Ameri-
cans from receiving rebates on their
health care premiums. A repeal would
mean children, families, and working
Americans are denied health insurance.
In our district in Houston, Harris
County, Texas, we have one of the
highest uninsured rates in the country.
The bill today denies my hardworking
constituents the chance to qualify and
purchase health insurance.

There’s no question that repeal is a
bad policy. This is all politics. Mr.
Speaker, I ask the majority to put par-
tisanship aside and reach across the
aisle to improve this law and not resort
to partisan gimmickry that exposes
our Nation’s most vulnerable to even
more pain and suffering.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. WALDEN), a member of the Energy
and Commerce Committee.

Mr. WALDEN. Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.

Let’s face it, the law that’s on the
books takes $500 billion out of Medi-
care and spends it on a new entitle-
ment program. I don’t think taking
money away from seniors’ health care
to create a new government-run pro-
gram is right—and neither do the
American people.

I was a small business owner since
1986. We provided health insurance for
the people who worked for us. As a
small business owner, what I wanted
was the ability to group up and have
more effect in negotiating lower insur-
ance rates for the people that we cov-
ered. This law doesn’t really help in
any regard with that. In fact, this is a
jobs vote we’re having today, because if
you’re a small business and you’re at 49
employees, if you go to 51, then all of
a sudden the government comes in on
top of you with all kinds of potential
penalties and fees.

And so a lot of small business owners
in my district are saying: Why would I
grow my business? Why would I take
on this new risk? I think this stymies
job growth.

I can tell you that out at Eastern Or-
egon University I met with the univer-
sity president. They used to have a stu-
dent health plan that cost $66 a term.
Because of this law and its implication,
that plan went up to $2,000 a year.
They’ve had to walk away from it.

This law is hurting people today. It
needs to be repealed and replaced.
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Mr. PALLONE. I yield 1¥%2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
DEGETTE).

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, we get
the message: the Republican majority
wants to repeal the Affordable Care
Act. We got that message the last 30
times they tried to repeal it. And after
this week, the 30 million Americans
who have lived in fear of bankruptcy
because they didn’t have health insur-
ance before the Affordable Care Act are
left to ask the same question that I've
been asking for the last 30 votes: What
would you replace it with?

What would the Republicans tell the
millions of Americans with kids with
preexisting conditions like asthma and
diabetes who would lose their insur-
ance after this vote? What would they
tell the millions of seniors who have
lower prescription drug prices and pre-
vention care, which would evaporate if
this bill passed? What would they tell
women who, under the Affordable Care
Act, won’t have to pay higher insur-
ance rates simply because they're
women? What would they tell the mil-
lions of young adults who are able to
stay on their parents’ insurance plans
who would be thrown off if this bill
passed?

All of those benefits and more would
evaporate with this vote. And the Re-
publican majority has nothing to say.

I have an idea. Let’s put this silliness
aside. While these benefits continue to
roll out, let’s stop the political
grandstanding and instead come to-
gether to make sure the law is imple-
mented in the best possible way. That’s
governing. And that’s what the Amer-
ican public sent us here to do.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. TERRY), a member of the
Energy and Commerce Committee.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, the Afford-
able Care Act is just the opposite—
unaffordable. It’s chock-full of new
taxes, increased government spending,
and provisions that are going to make
health care more expensive. CBO found
that this new law’s insurance mandates
will raise premiums on the individual
market by an additional $2,100 per per-
son. The Kaiser Family Foundation
found that individual premiums have
already, because of this, gone up 8 per-
cent for families and 9 percent for indi-
viduals. And this law isn’t even fully
implemented yet.

To add insult to injury, there’s 159
new boards, offices, and panels—like
IPAB—that give unelected bureaucrats
the authority to ration health care. It
raises taxes by $670 billion on middle
class families and employers. At a time
when we have Federal deficits and pro-
longed unemployment, it increases
total Federal Government health
spending by about $478 billion from 2014
to 2021.

I have voted to repeal this 30 times,
and I will keep doing it until we get it
right.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. CAPPS).
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Mrs. CAPPS. I thank my colleague.

I rise today in strong opposition to
this bill that would take away insur-
ance protections and new access to
health care from tens of thousands on
the central coast of California. Thanks
to this law, families are telling me
they no longer need to worry that their
children will be denied insurance due
to a preexisting health condition. In
my district alone, 9,500 students—
young adults—now have health insur-
ance through their parents’ plan. A
young college graduate recently came
up to me at the grocery store thanking
me for the peace of mind as he’s look-
ing for a job.

In my community, 59,000 seniors now
receive free preventive care and thou-
sands of seniors in the dreaded dough-
nut hole have received discounts for
prescription drugs, saving an average
of $610. Now some folks around here
may not think that much of a savings
of $600. But for so many, this makes a
world of difference. Indeed, one of my
constituents, Ella May from Nipomo,
wrote this to me, saying that thanks to
this law, “I won’t be impoverished
again by the cost of my medicines.”

But this House majority has set up
yet another vote to take away these
benefits from Ella May, from my com-
munity, and from the Nation. Mr.
Speaker, we should be working to stim-
ulate growth in our economy and spur
job creation, not voting for a 31st time
on repealing this law.

I urge my colleagues to reject this
bill.

Mr. UPTON. I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania, a mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, Dr. Murphy.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. I
have never doubted my friends on the
other side of the aisle’s compassion or
sincerity, but have always believed
there was a better way of handling
these health care costs to make sure
that we all get the health care we need
and the doctor we choose at a price we
can afford.

Here are some ways we need to do
this:

Allow people to buy across State
lines. A University of Minnesota study
said it would drop the uninsured by 12
million;

The ability to join groups, because
the purchasing power of groups is what
is making Medicare part D come in at
40 percent under budget;
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Put an emphasis on coordinated care,
which decreases hospitalizations and
avoidable readmissions and complica-
tions, sometimes by 20 to 40 percent;

By making sure health care plans are
personal, affordable and permanent,
you can take the plan you need across
jobs and you can’t be cut for being
sick;

To make sure there are tax deduc-
tions for buying insurance just like
employers have, to allow the chron-
ically ill to be part of high-risk pools;
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To encourage people to take steps in
their own life to maintain their own
health, and;

To have better use of prescription
drugs, generic and nongeneric, which
also saves a massive amount of money
because some $250 billion a year is
wasted in drug problems.

We need this instead of $570 billion in
new taxes in a $1.76 trillion bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, can I in-
quire about how much time remains on
both sides?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 163 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from
Michigan has 17 minutes remaining.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I know that
many Americans have heard over and
over again that ObamaCare is a bad
thing. But now that the Supreme Court
has declared it the law of the land, I
hope that everyone will take another
look and see what’s actually in the law
and how it can help you.

Right now, because of ObamaCare, if
you’re a woman, you have free preven-
tive services like mammograms. I hope
you’ll take advantage of that. And no
longer will being a woman be a pre-
existing condition because insurance
companies charge women up to 48 per-
cent more for their health insurance.
And because of ObamaCare, right now,
if you’re a parent and you have a sick
child, a child with a disability, that
child may not be denied health cov-
erage. No one has to worry about life-
time caps anymore because of
ObamaCare.

My son, a small businessman, said,
Thanks, Mom, because of ObamaCare,
35 percent of the cost of coverage for
my employees is paid for. And when
fully implemented, no one will have to
worry about having a preexisting con-
dition. No one will be excluded. If
you’re an unemployed person and you
lost your job and your health care,
ObamaCare will make sure that you
can get coverage.

For the first time in the United
States of America, we say that health
care is a right and not just a privilege
for those people to can afford it.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, at this
point I would yield 2 minutes to the
vice chair of the Health Subcommittee,
the gentleman from Texas, Dr. BUR-
GESS, and when he concludes speaking,
I ask unanimous consent that the rest
of my time be controlled by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS),
the chair of the Health Subcommittee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania will control the time.

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, from its
very inception, this law was bad and
remains bad for America. It was writ-
ten in secret down at the White House.
Now our committee has exposed all the
secret deals that went on literally 3
years ago this month that led to the
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formation and the writing of the legis-
lation behind closed doors—the very
doors that the President, when he was
running for office, said would always
remain open. He said this would be an
open and transparent process. But
when it came time to actually write
the law, they invited the lobbyists in,
they closed the doors, and they wrote
the law.

We all remember the travesty of De-
cember 2009 when the Senate passed a
bill out the day before Christmas, right
before a snowstorm, and this bill that
was hastily drafted, full of errors, full
of problems, was passed out of the Sen-
ate, and that’s what was signed into
law. It wasn’t even a good rough draft.
It never came back to the House, and it
never came to a conference committee.
The dog ate our homework on the way
to the President’s office, and we just
passed the rough draft and sent it on to
the American people, and, by golly,
they’ll just have to live with it.

Look, there were some promises
made by the President 4 years ago. One
of those promises was, if you liked
what you had you could keep it. It
turns out what he should have been
saying was, do you know what? It’s
going to cost you a lot more to get a
lot less. There were promises made to
seniors that their care would not be
harmed with the passage of this law,
but we all know now that that’s any-
thing but true. What about our pro-
vider communities? They were prom-
ised relief from the sustainable growth
rate formula. They were promised some
medical liability reform. They were
promised that if we expect doctors to
hold down costs, we’re going to at least
let them get together and talk about
price. But none of these things came
into being, and instead, what did we
get? A bill that contains 23 new taxes,
albeit one has been repealed and one
has been postponed under the CLASS
Act, but, still, 21 taxes that remain out
there for the American people.

It was not necessary for it to be like
this. There were Republican ideas that
were stymied at the committee level,
and then, of course, ultimately every
House idea was stymied because the
House simply took up and passed a
very bad Senate bill. Kids on until 26,
this was part of the Republican plan
from 3 years ago. It could have been
part of a bipartisan plan had the Demo-
crats chosen to do so. They rejected
that notion.

I urge you to repeal this law. Let’s
get back to work and do it right for the
American people.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to heed the gavel.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GONZALEZ).

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, today,
the Republican majority is actually
telling the American people that
they’re better off—better off—mot get-
ting rebates from insurance companies
for covering their health care expenses;
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better off not getting preventive serv-
ices under Medicare; that the American
people getting coverage from com-
prehensive women’s prevention serv-
ices that they never had before, you’'re
going to be better off not getting them.

This is what people have today in
America because of the Affordable Care
Act. The majority is telling the Amer-
ican people they’re better off not get-
ting protection from getting cut off
when certain medical costs are in-
curred. They’re telling the American
people you’re better off by not getting
restrictions removed so that children
get coverage despite a preexisting con-
dition; that you’re better off not get-
ting health coverage for children up to
age 26 on a parent’s health insurance
policy; and that you’re better off for
not getting health help for Medicare
recipients that fall into the doughnut
hole.

The truth is they had over 10 years to
come up with an idea, with a proposal,
and nothing was ever done to help the
American people gain access to afford-
able quality health care through the
private market, because this is what
this bill is all about—11 years, actu-
ally. And you keep saying that you
have an alternative. You're going to re-
peal and replace, but you haven’t come
up with one proposal. You only know
how to oppose and not propose.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to another member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, the

gentlelady from  Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN).
Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the

chairman for yielding.

I stand here today to support the re-
peal of ObamaCare. Some of you are
asking, how many times are we going
to do this? We’re going to keep at it
until we get this legislation off the
books. It was a bad bill, it has become
a bad law.

Quite frankly, if you are satisfied
with a tax-based, government-con-
trolled, limited-access and bureaucrat-
centric health care program, then this
is for you. That is what ObamaCare is.
That is not what the American people
want. And repeatedly, they have said
to us, look, Congress should admit
ObamaCare was a bad idea. Let’s start
fresh with a clean slate. Let’s focus on
increasing choice and options, decreas-
ing cost and mandates, simplifying the
system for both patients and providers,
and making certain that we restore the
$500 billion of cuts that were made to
Medicare and make health care tax
free.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1%2 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. If you don’t suc-
ceed, try and try again. Republicans
are taking this phrase to a whole new
level. House Republicans will vote for
the second time to overturn essential
provisions in the Affordable Care Act,
and, yes, for the 32nd time, to dis-
mantle it altogether.

This repeal vote is a waste of time
and tax dollars.
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We all know that this bill will never
pass the Senate, and the President
would assuredly veto it. This is purely
an act of political posturing, and my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
should stop their obstruction.

Mr. Speaker, if the Republican ma-
jority was just as concerned with intro-
ducing a comprehensive jobs package
as they’ve been with repealing this
constitutional law that was, yes,
upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court,
Americans and our economy would be
in a much better condition.

Stop wasting our time with political
theater and try passing some bene-
ficial, landmark bills of your own. My
friends on the other side, you have a
wrecking ball. Where is your plan?

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today I'm
happy to yield 2 minutes to another
distinguished member of the Health
Subcommittee, the gentleman from
Georgia, Dr. GINGREY.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the chairman for yielding.

I would like to introduce you to Sole
Commissioner Boss Hog from Hazzard
County, Georgia. Boss Hog used his po-
sition of authority to terrorize the citi-
zens of his community with the help of
henchmen like Sheriff Roscoe P.
Coltrane in the 1970s television show
““The Dukes of Hazzard.”

Mr. Speaker, today, life imitates art.
We now have another boss in our
midst—I call this boss ObamaCare. The
only health care that citizens of this
country can access are those approved
by the boss.

If you like what you currently have,
you can’t keep it. Let me repeat, if you
like what you currently have, you
can’t keep it, according to the boss, the
boss and his henchmen who help fund
this tyranny. They include the biggest
permanent tax increase on Americans,
borne in large part by middle class
families and the employers who give
them jobs.

It enacts a $500-plus billion cut to the
Medicare program, all while the pro-
gram is going bankrupt. And finally,
new rules that allow the boss to dictate
how doctors actually practice medi-
cine. No longer will my colleagues in
the medical profession be able to put
the needs of their patients first.

Mr. Speaker, our Forefathers re-
jected tyranny, and so should we. Sup-
port H.R. 6079, a bill that would repeal
ObamaCare. Let’s get rid of the boss
once and for all.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR).

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I'd like to thank Chairman Pallone for
yielding the time.

He started off the debate by saying
this debate reminds him of the movie
“Groundhog Day.”” I think he’s right. It
reminds me of a summer rerun. Repub-
licans are forcing another political de-
bate on the Affordable Care Act—a
tired rerun—when the Republicans
should be joining us in focusing on cre-
ating jobs and boosting the economy.
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That is our number one priority this
summer.

It’s a real shame. In fact, it’s dis-
heartening to hear my Republican col-
leagues urge repeal of vital consumer
protections for American families. My
Republican colleagues are undermining
the economic security of middle class
families in doing so. They are urging
the elimination of important improve-
ments to Medicare, like closing the
doughnut hole, putting cash back into
the pockets of seniors who need it at
this time. And what they’re saying is
that it’s okay that people don’t take
personal responsibility for their health
and their health care, and I think
that’s wrong. It is not fair that if you
pay those health insurance premiums
time after time and those copays, that
you end up picking up the tab for those
who do not. That’s not fair. The Afford-
able Care Act targets that for replace-
ment and encourages personal respon-
sibility.

I urge my Republican colleagues not
to waste our time here, but let’s come
together. Let’s work and focus on im-
proving the economy and creating jobs.
That really is our number one priority.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I'm happy to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. HARPER).

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, the poli-
cies and regulations resulting from the
President’s health care law are among
the most overreaching added to the
U.S. Code in modern history. Further,
the President himself has said that his
law’s individual mandate is not a tax;
yet he is now rallying behind the Su-
preme Court ruling that defined this
requirement as just that, a tax.

Look, I have little confidence that
this far-reaching law would have ever
advanced had the White House and con-
gressional Democrats united behind a
tax mandate on every single American
citizen.

Let’s be clear: the Supreme Court
ruled that this law is allowable, not
that it’s good policy, nor that it will
improve the delivery of care. This law
is bad for patients and providers, it’s
bad for individuals and employers, and
it’s bad for States and jobs. This repeal
will allow Americans to receive the
care they need from the doctors they
choose at a cost they can afford. It’s
that simple.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from New
Mexico (Mr, LUJAN).

(Mr. LUJAN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) B

Mr. LUJAN. Mr. Speaker, this Re-
publican majority’s effort to repeal the
Affordable Care Act is bad legislation
that would undermine significant ad-
vancements of the delivery of health
care services to all Americans. But let
me be clear: this bill would repeal the
single-most important Federal law
that governs the delivery of health
care to our first Americans, Native
Americans. It’s an assault on our Fed-
eral responsibility to tribal commu-
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nities who, without the Indian health
care system, would not have meaning-
ful access to health care services. Our
Republican majority swept the rug out
from Native American women and took
them out of the act to protect them
from domestic violence. This act that
Republicans have put before us would
hurt people in a very serious way.

The act makes possible long-awaited
improvements to the Indian health
care delivery system by providing au-
thority to provide cancer screenings,
dialysis, as well as all hospice and elder
care, recruit more qualified health pro-
fessionals, modernize dated health fa-
cilities, and establish comprehensive
behavioral health initiatives.

Mr. Speaker, we need to reject this
health plan, and we need to reject this
effort by Republicans which is causing
harm to Native Americans across
America.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I am pleased to yield 1 minute to an-
other valued member of the Health
Subcommittee, the gentleman from
Louisiana, Dr. CASSIDY.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, as a
practicing physician still seeing pa-
tients in a safety net hospital, I sup-
port repealing ObamaCare.

Let’s look at Medicaid, a broken pro-
gram bankrupting States and driving
Federal indebtedness and, most impor-
tantly, under which patients do poorly.

Under ObamaCare, Medicaid is great-
ly expanded, spending increases $100
billion, straining State and Federal
budgets. We need an alternative to
ObamaCare’s Medicaid bankrupting
governments and Medicaid’s poor pa-
tient outcomes.

One reform I propose is the Medicaid
Accountability and Care Act, or the
MAC Act. The MAC Act controls spend-
ing, incentivizes quality care, helps
Federal funding to follow the patient.
There are other needed reforms.

Chief Justice Roberts’ opinion said
that it is not the duty of the Supreme
Court to rescue the American people
from bad public policy; that is up to
elected officials. Republicans seek to
rescue Americans from bad policy. We
offer positive policy for States, tax-
payers and, most importantly, pa-
tients.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY).

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, have you ever seen the movie
“Fatal Attraction”? It’s a great film.
The Glenn Close character is so ob-
sessed with Michael Douglas that she
does everything within her power to
try to win him over, flipping out at the
end of the movie by going and boiling
the Douglas family bunny. Well, Mr.
Speaker, I would submit that, having
now had 30 different debates on this
floor over repeal of the health care bill,
the House Republicans have finally hit
their boil-the-bunny moment.

Enough is enough. The American
people want us to move on. And what
they would suggest is, instead of listen-
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ing to their inner Glenn Close, that
maybe House Republicans should start
listening to people like Colleen, a 61-
year-old retired teacher from Danbury.
She’s got diabetes; she’s got sleep
apnea. What she wants is not more pol-
itics on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives; she wants relief. She
doesn’t want another 5-hour debate on
top of the other 29. She wants this bill
implemented.
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Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. OLSON).

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of H.R. 6079, a bill to fully
repeal ObamacCare.

The Supreme Court rightly declared
the individual mandate unconstitu-
tional under the Commerce Clause but,
unfortunately, allowed it to continue
as a tax—a tax. But the Supreme Court
does not have the final say. The Amer-
ican people do at the ballot box in No-
vember. And the House has our say
today.

Taxpayers face tight budgets and a
weak economy. With the largest tax in-
crease in American history happening
on January 1 of next year, while the
President plays political games, the
last thing our taxpayers need is an-
other tax, especially one that inserts
the Federal Government between pa-
tients and their doctors.

We must repeal this intrusive law
and replace it with thoughtful legisla-
tion that protects all Americans’ ac-
cess to quality care from the doctor
they choose at a price they can afford.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
today to join me in taking the next
step to repeal ObamaCare.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. SCOTT).

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, let me, first of all, respond to
what my previous speaker on the other
side has said because it’s very impor-
tant that we straighten the RECORD
out.

This is not a tax for people to get
health care insurance. What this is, the
Supreme Court ruled, and again,
chaired by a Republican chairman,
Chief Supreme Court Justice, and he
said that in order for the mandate to
stand, Congress could only do it
through their taxing authority. And
that was to take care of the penalty.

This is not a tax for individuals to
get their health insurance. CBO says it
will only affect 1 percent of the Amer-
ican people, and that is a choice that
they will make. It’s not a tax penalty
for you to get insurance. It’s a penalty
for those who can afford the insurance
who choose not to buy the insurance.

Now, let me also make another point
that is very clear. In addition to this
being a program in which the vast ma-
jority of the American people approve,
they do not want you to repeal their
opportunity to have individuals, in
these tough economic times, their chil-
dren be able to stay on their insurance
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till 26. They want that there. They do
not want you to repeal them having to
be denied insurance because of a pre-
existing condition. And our hospitals
need this very much in order to have
the Medicaid expansion.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER), another
member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the Supreme Court
made one thing very clear, or the other
day they made one thing very clear:
the individual mandate is nothing
more than a tax.

The overall tax burden that this puts
on our economy is staggering. The
overall tax burden this puts on the
middle class is staggering. And along
with those unprecedented personal
taxes that this implements, let me
point out two other major ones:

A $20 billion device tax. Okay. You
can pay for that, according to this bill;

A $102 billion small business health
insurance tax.

This bill clearly places a huge tax
burden on the American people, as said
by the Supreme Court.

And by the way, yesterday, the ad-
ministration asked for a tax increase
on the majority of small businesses.
But don’t worry, because that’s only
for a year, because in a year taxes will
increase on all levels of income if the
tax cuts are allowed to expire.

In 2010, the American people sent a
message to Washington when they sent
one of the largest, boldest freshman
classes that they have ever sent to
Washington, D.C. We were here with a
mandate: Stop the tax hike; repeal this
health care law. And we’ll do that.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire again about the time on both
sides that remains?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 6% min-
utes. The gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania has 8% minutes remaining.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield 12 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. I want to
thank the gentleman for yielding, but
also for your unwavering and relentless
leadership on so many important
issues.

I rise in strong opposition to the GOP
Patients’ Rights Repeal Act. Here we
go again, Mr. Speaker, wasting the
American people’s time on voting on
this bill. I think it’s for about the 31st
time.

This Tea Party majority is so discon-
nected from reality that this House
takes vote after meaningless vote on
bills that have no chance of ever be-
coming law. One of the most conserv-
ative Courts in a generation has found
the provisions of the health care law
constitutional, and Tea Party rep-
resentatives immediately took to the
steps of the Supreme Court to blast the
Court as activist and promised a full
repeal.
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Let’s call this what it is, Mr. Speak-
er. It’s a politically motivated waste of
time because Republicans have no seri-
ous jobs plan. I will say, though, that
the only silver lining in this incredibly
sad process is that the Tea Party has
finally named a bill honestly, Patients’
Rights Repeal Act, because this bill
does exactly that, repeals the rights of
millions of patients to access to health
care.

Children now have a right to stay on
their parents’ policy until they are 26.
Republicans want to repeal this right.

Patients have a right to not have
lifetime caps on their policies nor have
preexisting conditions prevent them
from getting health care insurance. Re-
publicans want to now repeal this
right.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield the gentle-
woman an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. LEE of California. And let me
just say, people will not have, under
this bill, a right and responsibility to
see a primary care doctor rather than
have taxpayers pay for their primary
care in emergency rooms if this Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights—or Patients’
Rights Repeal Act were passed.

I tell you, our seniors, now they have
a right to have a reduction in their pre-
scription drugs. This right would be re-
pealed under this GOP Patient’s Rights
bill. This is downright outrageous.

Health care finally is becoming a
right. People in our country deserve
health care. They deserve to have the
benefits that our society has provided
for so many years and helping achieve
the American Dream.

Finally, they will not have to go
bankrupt due to high health care costs.
Finally, yes, they will have a right to
health care, which of course now the
Tea Party is calling for the repeal, as
it is called, the GOP Patients’ Rights
Repeal Act.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I am pleased to yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Montana (Mr. REH-
BERG).

Mr. REHBERG. Yesterday, President
Obama promised to increase taxes on
our small businesses. At a time when
we need to support job creation, raising
taxes is the last thing we need to be
doing. It makes the problem worse.

A couple of weeks ago, the Supreme
Court confirmed that the President’s
health care law imposes the single
largest permanent tax increase in his-
tory. Worse, nearly half of this regres-
sive tax will hit the struggling middle
class.

Add more than 13,000 pages of new
health care regulations, so far, and it’s
easy to see why President Obama’s
economy doesn’t creates jobs. It’s too
busy creating government.

We need a new direction, but at every
step the Senate stands in the way. The
solution? Repeal this harmful law so
we can get to work putting America
back to work.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers at this time, so
I'll reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I am pleased to yield 1 minute to the
distinguished Member from Wisconsin
(Mr. SENSENBRENNER).
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER. We’ve heard
a lot about taxes and the Supreme
Court decision. I would like to talk
about a tax that was labeled a ‘“‘tax” in
the Affordable Care Act when it was
passed in 2010.

The act amended Internal Revenue
Code section 4980(d), and it imposed a
tax of $100 per employee per day on any
employer who did not follow any man-
date of the Secretary of Health and
Human Services. There was no con-
science exemption, and there was no
religious employer exemption; $100 per
employee per day is $36,500 per year.
That means that a parochial school
with 50 employees has to pay a tax of
$1,825,000 each year.

The only way to repeal this tax today
is to pass this bill. If this bill is de-
feated and does not become law, we
have put all religious employers out of
business.

Mr. PALLONE. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the distin-
guished Member from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY).

Mr. FORTENBERRY. I thank the
gentleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, this weekend back
home in Lincoln, Nebraska, at a small
business, a shop owner named Mary
and another woman were engaged in
conversation.

She looked up when they were done
and saw me, and she said, Oh, I can ask
you this question, Who is going to pay
for this health care bill? I basically re-
sponded, Yes, that’s the right question.

Right now, we are seeing some bene-
fits from some reasonable reforms,
such as being able to keep children on
the health care policies of their parents
until they’re 26, such as allowing peo-
ple who have significant pre-existing
conditions some hope for affordable in-
surance. But there are other hard reali-
ties that must be faced here. This bill
shifts costs to more unsustainable gov-
ernment spending. It cuts Medicare,
and it erodes health care liberties. The
total cost is now projected to be $1.7
trillion, and it has 21 new taxes in it.
Many small businesses are going to ac-
tually drop coverage or cut jobs as this
moves forward.

Mr. Speaker, there is a better way to
move forward. We need the right type
of reform that will actually improve
outcomes while reducing costs and pro-
tecting vulnerable persons.

Mr. PALLONE. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GRIMM).

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, when I was
elected to Congress, I made a promise
to the people of Staten Island and to
Brooklyn to repeal ObamaCare. Tomor-
row, I will vote again to uphold that
promise.
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We must repeal this overwhelmingly
burdensome and costly law, which is
hurting our economy and impeding job
growth for small businesses. It will re-
duce the American workforce by as
much as 800,000 and impose $813 billion
in 21 new taxes. Twelve of those taxes
impact families making less than
$250,000 a year.

One of the most devastating provi-
sions in ObamaCare cuts over a half a
trillion dollars from Medicare, pri-
marily from Medicare Advantage. I
have 107,000 seniors in my district,
38,000 of whom are enrolled in Medicare
Advantage. This is simply reprehen-
sible, and we must repeal this law to
protect our seniors and our economy.

Mr. PALLONE. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlelady from New
York (Ms. BUERKLE).

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this afternoon as a nurse and as some-
one who has spent her professional ca-
reer in health care. I ran for Congress
because I was opposed to the Affordable
Care Act, and I stand here today after
18 months of listening to the people in
my district, because this law is the
wrong law for health care reform in the
United States of America.

When I hear from my hospitals, my
skilled nursing facilities, my physi-
cians, when I hear from small busi-
nesses, and when I hear from my sen-
iors, they’re all in fear of what this
health care law is going to do to them.
So I think it is incumbent upon this
body, as we have a responsibility to the
people who live in the United States of
America, to provide them with true
health care reform, reform that truly
reduces the cost of health care and im-
proves access to care. This Affordable
Care Act that was just declared con-
stitutional by the Supreme Court is
not—is not—the way to do that.

Mr. PALLONE. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
MULVANEY).

Mr. MULVANEY. I've heard a lot of
good reasons today to pass this bill and
to repeal the law. What I haven’t heard
is a discussion about why we should
pass it in order to help the President.
We have an opportunity here to do
something wonderful. We have the op-
portunity here to help the President
keep one of his campaign promises. It’s
here in bright white letters on a won-
derful orange background:

I can make a firm pledge under my
plan that no family making less than
$250,000 a year will see any form of tax
increase—not your income tax, not
your payroll tax, not your -capital
gains taxes, not any of your taxes.

By the way, politicians usually speak
in language that allows us some wiggle
room. There is no wiggle room in that
particular promise. There is a list here
of all the times that that promise has
already been broken. We got the last
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one—the most recent addition to that
list—last week with the Supreme Court
decision that told us what we’ve been
saying from the very beginning, which
is that this is yet another tax on fami-
lies that make less than $250,000.

What a great opportunity we have—
all of us, both sides of the aisle. We
have the opportunity to keep a politi-
cian to his promise, and we can do ex-
actly that by passing this bill and re-
pealing this law.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield myself 1
minute, Mr. Speaker.

I am amazed by the comments that
the previous speaker made on the Re-
publican side. The fact of the matter is
that the Affordable Care Act amounts
to a tax cut.

Right now, in the State of New Jer-
sey, for people who are paying for their
health insurance, we estimate that
about $1,000 or $1,500 annually from
their premiums is actually going to
pay for those who are uninsured, for
people who don’t have insurance and
have to go to the emergency rooms and
then don’t pay their bills.

Once the Affordable Care Act fully
kicks in, because of the fact that ev-
eryone will be insured and all those
people who now go to the emergency
rooms and have no insurance will, in
fact, have coverage, for the people who
are paying their premiums right now,
they’re actually going to be paying
less—it will be a tax cut—because they
won’t be paying for those people who
now are uninsured.

I think it’s really incredible because,
if you think about it, the Republicans
always talk about personal responsi-
bility. How is it fair that people don’t
have themselves covered? How is it
that they don’t carry health insurance
and then make other people pay for it?

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gentle-
lady from Kansas (Ms. JENKINS).

Ms. JENKINS. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, our current health care
insurance system is badly broken, but
the President’s Affordable Care Act
will only make it worse. It will lead to
fewer jobs, more debt, and reduced ac-
cess to quality care. Most importantly,
it doesn’t even deal with our primary
problem—affordability.

How can a more affordable solution
result in an $800 billion tax hike? Of
the 21 new tax provisions in this law, 12
will target the middle class.

Instead of supporting the largest set
of tax law changes in more than 20
years under the guise of health reform,
we must repeal the law and take the
time necessary to replace it with more
patient-focused solutions. Pursuing
consumer-driven reforms will allow
Americans the flexibility to take own-
ership of their health care costs and
will allow them the freedom to choose
what plans work best for them and
their families.

Mr. PALLONE. I will ask if the gen-
tleman has any additional speakers.
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Mr. PITTS. No. We are prepared to
close.

Mr. PALLONE. How much time do I
have remaining, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). The gentleman from New
Jersey has 3% minutes remaining.

Mr. PALLONE. I will close at this
time, and yield myself the balance of
my time.

Mr. Speaker, let me say over again—
and I know we’ve had this debate so
many times that it really sounds like
we just Kkeep repeating the same
thing—that this is a very important
day at some level because the fact of
the matter is the Republicans continue
with this effort to try to repeal what is
probably one of the most important
pieces of legislation that has ever
passed in the last few years in the Con-
gress and has been signed by the Presi-
dent.

The reason is that, for the first time,
when the Affordable Care Act fully
kicks in, most Americans—probably
98.99 percent of Americans—will have
health insurance. We estimate maybe
30, 40—perhaps more—million Ameri-
cans right now do not have health in-
surance.
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There are probably as many who are
what we call ‘‘underinsured.” In other
words, they can’t really buy a good
benefit package.

The fact of the matter is, by 2014,
when the Affordable Care Act fully
kicks in, you’ll be able to go on an ex-
change either in your State or any-
where in the country and find a good
benefit package, one that’s as good
probably as what you would get now
under Blue Cross or Blue Shield, good
benefits at a good price. That is an
amazing thing. We’ve been here for 200
years in this country and were never
able to say that that would actually
happen.

I heard my colleagues on the Repub-
lican side in the Rules Committee say
last night, We’ll just repeal this and
we’ll come up with a better plan.

But they haven’t come up with a bet-
ter plan. They talk about health sav-
ings accounts and malpractice and all
these different things that are basi-
cally around the edges. They would
pretty much not guarantee most Amer-
icans, as they do under the Affordable
Care Act, that they would be able to
access health insurance, the peace of
mind that goes with that and all the
benefits that have already kicked in
that would be repealed under this bill:

The fact that seniors eventually
won’t have to worry about the dough-
nut hole and will have their prescrip-
tion drug coverage no matter how
much they actually spend, that they’ll
only have to pay a co-pay; the fact that
S0 many seniors now have preventive
care; the fact that kids up to 26 years
old can go on their parents’ health in-
surance policy. So many people talk to
me about that.

There’s also the fact that preexisting
conditions for women and others is no
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longer a factor in terms of your ability
to buy health insurance; the fact that
there are no more lifetime caps,
recisions, all these discriminatory
practices that we’ve had in the past
when you are trying to buy health in-
surance.

The fact of the matter is that al-
ready, over the last few years, most of
these discriminatory practices have
been eliminated. Many people may not
even realize it’s a result of the Afford-
able Care Act, but the fact is that it is.
That’s why these discriminatory prac-
tices are going away.

Last night, the chairman of the
Rules Committee said, We’ll repeal this
and we will do something and be dif-
ferent, and the insurance companies
will continue not to have these dis-
criminatory practices. That’s simply
not true. The insurance companies will
go back to the discriminatory practices
if you repeal this bill. They’ll almost
be forced to. Because of the way this is
set up, when everybody has health in-
surance, then the insurance companies
can make enough money, if you will, so
they don’t have to discriminate. But
they’ll go back to it if this is repealed.

I ask my colleagues to stop bringing
this up. This is a bad bill. Let’s defeat
it now, and let’s continue the way we
should with the Affordable Care Act in
light of the Supreme Court’s decision.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. PITTS. If this new law is so out-
standing, I wonder why the administra-
tion has granted over 1,000 waivers to
their friends so they don’t have to
meet the requirements of the law.

The President promised not to raise
taxes on anyone making less than
$250,000. He has broken that pledge 20
times with this new law. Many of them
are impacting the middle class that he
promised not to raise taxes on. That’s
$800 billion in new taxes.

My friends, the American people have
a clear choice: Keep this law and pay
the new taxes or take the law off the
books and let’s start over again with
some real free-market reforms.

I urge support for the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

We’re here today to repeal a law that
is both fundamentally flawed and over-
whelmingly unpopular. The problem
with this law, among its many faults,
is it puts government at the center of
health care decisions, not doctors and
patients.

Instead of families and employers de-
ciding what coverage is best for them,
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services makes that choice.

Instead of families and employers de-
ciding what they can afford to spend on
insurance, the IRS makes that deci-
sion.

Instead of families and employers de-
ciding if they even need or want health
insurance in the first place, the govern-
ment mandates they purchase it.

This is all about the government. It
is Washington knows best, and it’s
wrong.
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By virtually every measure, this law
is a failure. The price tag of the law
has already doubled, health care pre-
miums are going up, Americans are los-
ing the insurance they have and like,
taxes are being raised by over $1.5 tril-
lion, and 12 of the 21 new taxes in the
law will hit the middle class. It in-
creases costs for 9 out of 10 seniors. It’s
paid for with budget gimmicks that
even the government’s own actuaries
admit are not workable.

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office, the law hinders job creation,
which is something we can hardly af-
ford after 41 consecutive months of the
unemployment rate being above 8 per-
cent.

To put it bluntly, this law is bad for
workers, seniors, families, patients,
doctors, and employers. As the Su-
preme Court ruled, the cornerstone of
the Democrats’ health care law, the in-
dividual mandate, is a massive tax. The
Congressional Budget Office predicts
that approximately 20 million Ameri-
cans will either pay the tax or be
forced to buy insurance they otherwise
wouldn’t have purchased. That’s 20 mil-
lion people. Only two States in the U.S.
have more than 20 million people: Cali-
fornia and Texas. Clearly, this is a
major tax with major implications.

Democrats have argued that the indi-
vidual mandate was necessary to im-
prove the Nation’s health. What’s next?
Will they require you to purchase low-
fat or low-salt foods, or will you have
to pay a tax because they think it’s
good for you?

House Republicans have heard the
American people loud and clear, and we
will not let government—Ilet alone the
IRS—dictate your health care. We will
repeal this law so you’re again free to
choose your health insurance plan, to
choose your doctor, and to choose the
medical treatment that best meets
your needs. Most important of all, we
will ensure you have the freedom to
choose what’s best for you and your
family.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

After seven decades of frustrated ef-
forts, the Congress and the President
acted on health reform. It was seven
decades that this institution wrestled

with health reform. Finally, it hap-
pened.
The Republican answer: Repeal.

First, it was repeal Social Security,
then repeal Medicare, then repeal Med-
icaid by block-granting it to the
States. Now it’s the same old song: Re-
peal health care reform.

This Republican Party, the party of
repeal, captured by the radical right,
would now put insurance companies
back in charge of health care and re-
peal coverage for 17 million children
with preexisting conditions, repeal cov-
erage for 6.6 million adults now covered
under their parents’ insurance plan, re-
peal tax credits for 360,000 small em-
ployers covering 2 million workers, re-
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peal ending lifetime caps on insurance
for 105 million, and repeal closing of
the burdensome doughnut hole for sen-
iors’ prescription medicines.

The Republican Party of Repeal says:
Repeal and replace. Yet there has not
been a single comprehensive bill pro-
posed by the Republicans at any point
in this session or before. Indeed, the
only comprehensive health plan pre-
sented by the Republicans was put for-
ward by Mitt Romney when he was
Governor of Massachusetts. This is how
he described his plan as recently as
2010:

Right now, in lots of parts of the country,
if individuals do not have insurance, they
can arrive at the hospital and be given free
care paid for by government. Our current
system is a Big Government system. A con-
servative approach is one that relies on indi-
vidual responsibility. But in my view, and
others are free to disagree, expecting people
who can afford to buy insurance to do so is
consistent with personal responsibility, and
that’s a cornerstone of conservatism.
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Well, the ones who are free to dis-
agree are his fellow Republicans. The
Massachusetts plan, with an individual
mandate, reflected an original conserv-
ative Heritage Foundation proposal.
Indeed, bills with an individual respon-
sibility provision have been cospon-
sored by Republicans for two decades.

Now, however, Republicans have been
captured by the radical right and taken
a 180-degree turn. This repeal bill only
deepens and widens the gulf
handcuffing this Congress. You know,
it’s as if we live in two different
universes. Let me tell you about the
universe that is lived in by people who
have sent letters to me.

I quote one, for example, from War-
ren:

I am 41 years old, and I was diagnosed with
a form of arthritis about 3 years ago. Be-
cause the Supreme Court upheld ObamacCare,
I don’t have to worry anymore. I know that
I can’t be dropped from my insurance car-
rier.

A letter from Pamela of Madison
Heights, talking about the premiums
that she has seen. She is a nurse. She
has seen how many people have been
hurt by these costly premiums. She
says:

I have watched those who have to undergo
painful procedures, or those who have been
given a poor prognosis, because they have
not had access to preventive or even stand-
ard medical treatment due to the cost. She
says the Affordable Care Act is right and
just.

From David in Saint Clair Shores
who says:

Honestly, I am a Republican, but I don’t
believe the health insurance bill should be
repealed. I would like to see compromise to-
wards improving the legislation, rather than
destroying it entirely.

From Nancy of Clinton Township,
who writes this:

The part of the CARE Act that is most im-
portant to my family, even my Republican
husband, is the provision for our college-age
daughter. Our insurance dropped her at the
age of 19, and we had to buy a separate policy
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that was very expensive and had poor cov-
erage. Now we can save several thousands of
dollars a year, which helps with her edu-
cation. And it makes me sad that more peo-
ple don’t understand how wonderful this is. I
would like the message to get out to more
people.

It makes me sad, she says, that more
people don’t understand how wonderful
this is.

You know, middle class families have
had lots to worry about since trying to
recover from the worst recession in
decades. So instead of making it harder
for them, putting insurance companies
back in the driver’s seat, we should let
reform proceed.

I'm the ranking member on the Ways
and Means Committee. The chairman
is here, too. We’ve had jobs bills
thrown into the hopper that never
come forth. Today we’re going through
the motions of repealing health reform
for the 31st time this Congress.

What we need instead is to get the
bills that are lodged in Ways and
Means on jobs out on the floor and
work together, instead of against each
other and against the interests of the
American people.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMP. I would just note that our
health care bill was the only bill scored
by the Congressional Budget Office
that actually reduced the premiums.

I yield 2% minutes to the distin-
guished chairman of the Health Sub-
committee, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HERGER).

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard many perspectives on what the
Supreme Court did in its health care
ruling.

I want to focus on what the Court’s
decision did not change. The Supreme
Court’s ruling did not change the fact
that the Democrat health law makes it
more expensive for employers to hire
workers. Businesses in my district
have put their expansion plans on hold
because they are worried about higher
costs. This law was bad for jobs when it
was passed, and it’s still bad for jobs
now.

The Court’s ruling did not change the
perverse incentives in the President’s
law that will encourage some employ-
ers to drop their health benefits. Mil-
lions of Americans will lose the cov-
erage they have and like. That was
true when this law was passed, and it’s
still true now.

The Court’s ruling did not change the
failure of the President’s law to reduce
health care costs. The administration’s
own Medicare actuaries concluded that
this law will actually increase the
overall cost of health care and CBO
found it will raise health care insur-
ance premiums as well. This was a seri-
ous failure when the law was passed,
and it’s still a serious failure today.

The Court’s ruling did not change the
21 new taxes in the Democrat health
care law. In fact, the ruling highlights
how the President’s law raises Ameri-
cans’ taxes to pay for an unsustainable
new program at a time when unem-
ployment remains far too high. These
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tax hikes hurt our economy when they
were passed, and they’re are still hurt-
ing our economy today.

That’s why I began advocating for re-
peal of this bad law as soon as it was
passed, and why I still support repeal
today.

Vote ‘“‘yes’ for repeal.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield myself 15 seconds.

If repeal occurred in California, it
would mean the loss of coverage for
435,000 young adults. It also would
mean over 12 million Californians
would lose the ability to be sure that
their lifetime limits would not kick in.

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from New York, a very distinguished
member of our committee, Mr. RAN-
GEL.

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RANGEL. My colleagues, I know
that history would reflect that this
Presidential election started much ear-
lier than most of them do. As a matter
of fact, it started the very day that
President Obama was sworn in. The
honesty of this Republican Party was
for them to say that the strategy for
getting back the White House was to
make certain that their primary job
was to get rid of Obama. The destruc-
tion of the President of the United
States and everything he stood for,
every piece of legislation, every idea
had to be destroyed as their strategy,
not for America, but for their party.

Well, I assumed that this was just po-
litical rhetoric. I didn’t put too much
importance to it. But when the debt
ceiling came, I felt it was just a little
Republican ploy of playing chicken to
see how much they could get.

But when I saw they were prepared to
allow the fiscal integrity of the United
States of America, and what it rep-
resented, to go down the drain just to
embarrass the President, then I was
nudged to take another look to see just
how far would they go.

Then comes recently the Attorney
General, where we just didn’t seem to
care what kind of bad history we were
making for this great Republic. We
were going to, the first time in history,
hold him in contempt and turn it over
to the Justice Department to see what
they could do to the President.

Then, of course, comes the tax cut
for 98 percent of the American people.
I never heard in political science 101
how you tell 98 percent of the Amer-
ican people that they are going to be
held hostage for a tax cut or a continu-
ation of the tax cut that they had.

But I think, when it gets to health
care, you don’t have to be religious to
understand that you are talking about
a right to live, a life to improve the
quality of your life, a life to give chil-
dren, not necessarily your children, but
any child, a better way of life, and the
ability to be able to say that even if
you had a precondition, you are enti-
tled to health care.

And when someone comes up with
this grand idea, the whole thing that it
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is the person who thought about it that
decides whether you are going to either
support it, repair it, make it better,
perfect it, but to repeal it, and to leave
nothing out there except that, trust us,
we’re going to replace it, it is so unfair
to the American people, who could only
dream that one day health care would
be something that as an American, and
as a human being, they would be enti-
tled to.

O 1630

The things that are happening now
by the majority party in this House are
very contagious because a lot of young
Democrats think this is the way to
govern. A lot of Democrats are coming
here thinking that the more mean you
get, the more successful. It’s bad for
this Congress and it’s bad for our great
country.

Mr. CAMP. 1 yield 2 minutes to the
distinguished chairman of the Select
Revenue Subcommittee, the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI).

Mr. TIBERI. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

The President said throughout the
debate of health care and since, if you
like what you have, you can keep it.
Employers have told us that’s simply
not true. The President said, through-
out the debate and since on the health
care bill, the mandate is not a tax. A
couple of weeks ago, the Supreme
Court disagreed and said the mandate
was a tax.

Today, in this Capitol, there was an
executive with White Castle, a com-
pany headquartered in my hometown
of Columbus, Ohio, a family-owned,
family-run business with almost 10,000
employees, which has been providing
health insurance to their full-time em-
ployees since 1924. And he testified
today that the bill is a tax and that it
will impact their ability to provide
health care to their employees. Their
health care may be too generous, and
they’ll be taxed. Their health care may
not be generous enough, and they will
be taxed. Furthermore, he testified
that White Castle will not expand.
They’ve put on hold expansion of 400 to
500 jobs that would be created with
their expansion beyond the 12 States
they’re in.

One day I got a call from another em-
ployer, in my district, with 48 individ-
uals. He had just come from his tax
preparer, who told him not to expand
his business—not to expand his busi-
ness. He provides health care to his em-
ployees. But he was told not to go over
50 because he’d have to comply with
the Federal Government and the Fed-
eral bureaucracy, new rules, new taxes,
and new regulations. ‘“And we’re sup-
posed to grow our economy,’’ he said to
me, ‘“Pat. We’re supposed to grow our
economy, the private sector?”’

Ladies and gentleman, CBO esti-
mated that this bill will cost 800,000
jobs by 2021. This is not a commonsense
bill that became law. Let’s repeal the
bill and replace it with provisions that
will expand access and affordability.
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Mr. LEVIN. I yield 2 minutes to the
distinguished member from Wash-
ington, a member of our committee,
Mr. MCDERMOTT.

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 1
love this cartoon. According to the Re-
publicans, we’re out here raising the
biggest tax on people ever. Now, in this
cartoon, you’ll see the woman got into
her car. She didn’t put her seatbelt on.
It was a choice, right? She’s now being
fined. But she says, ‘“‘No, it’s the big-
gest tax increase in history.”

That’s what’s going on here today. It
is a joke. With the individual mandate,
everybody gets a choice whether you’re
going to put your health care safety
belt on or not, the principle of personal
responsibility: If you can buy health
insurance and can afford it, you have
to buy it or pay a penalty; now, other-
wise, you're passing the cost on to us.
You’re a freeloader. The Republicans
are glorifying freeloaders, people who
say they don’t want to pay if they can.

Now, the Speaker said, Don’t spike
the football if we win in the Supreme
Court. What you should have said was,
Don’t kick the watercooler. What’s
going on on the floor today is another
pointless, time-wasting exercise. It’s
the 31st time the Republicans have
tried to repeal the bill. Now, as a psy-
chiatrist, I'm qualified to say this: One
definition of insanity is doing the same
thing over and over again and expect-
ing a different result.

The game is over. The referee, John
Roberts, blew the whistle. It’s over,
guys. Why don’t we have the Speaker
call us when we’re ready to get down
here and talk about real things like
jobs and the economy and stop giving
people the idea that they’re going to be
scared to death. Less than 1 percent of
Americans will choose to be irrespon-
sible and not buy health insurance if
they can.

Vote ‘“no’ on this bill.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Louisiana, Dr. BOUSTANY.

Mr. BOUSTANY. As a physician with
over 30 years clinical experience taking
care of patients as a cardiac surgeon,
I’'m certainly familiar with the prob-
lems in our health care system, and
there’s no denying we need to do sub-
stantive reforms. But, Mr. Speaker,
this law has not created the kind of re-
forms that are needed for our health
care system.

Let’s talk about seniors for a mo-
ment. This law cuts over $500 billion
out of the Medicare program. It’s going
to hurt seniors. I know this from my
own personal experience having dealt
with seniors and seniors’ health care.
We have not fixed the mismatch be-
tween cost and reimbursement. This is
leading to accelerating access problems
for seniors and others to good, high-
quality health care and a good doctor-
patient relationship. It’s going to force
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seniors to travel further, to wait
longer, depriving them of regular ac-
cess to a physician that they know and
trust.

We haven’t solved the problem of
portability. Portability is something
Americans cared about—owning your
own health insurance and carrying it
wherever you go. We have ways of deal-
ing with that. That has not been solved
with this law.

Taxes, nearly $800 billion now in new
taxes, and the total keeps growing.
Twenty-one new taxes on every aspect
of the American economy. It’s no won-
der this economy is in the doldrums.
It’s no wonder we have 41 quarters of
unemployment exceeding 8 percent.
This is unacceptable. Another 800,000
jobs at risk, as my colleagues men-
tioned earlier. Plus, CBO reports that
the health insurance tax, something
that hasn’t been talked about much on
small businesses, will be passed
through to consumers in the form of
higher premiums for private coverage.

Experts also warn that the law will
cause massive disruptions in how medi-
cine is practiced. It will accelerate the
demise of the independent practice of
medicine, which is a threat to the doc-
tor-patient relationship, creating all
kinds of conflicts of interest, from a
bureaucratic board telling physicians
what to do to all these other bureau-
cratic entities between the doctor and
patient.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. CAMP. I yield the gentleman an
additional 30 seconds.

Mr. BOUSTANY. This one-size-fits-
all approach is a disaster. That’s why
we must repeal this bill in the name of
quality, in the name of cost, and in
name of getting this economy back on
track.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield myself 10 seconds.

The gentleman from Louisiana voted
for the $500 billion in Medicare savings
twice. You come here and criticize, I
guess, yourself.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia, a distinguished member
of our committee, Mr. LEWIS.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
we’ve been down this road before.
We’ve been here 31 times before voting
to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
We’re wasting time. The American peo-
ple are suffering. They have lost their
jobs, their homes, and more than 50
million uninsured are worried about
whether they’re one illness away from
disaster.

The Affordable Care Act was a his-
toric and necessary step to cover all
Americans, and all the Republicans can
say is, Repeal. These are the same
forces that fought against Medicare
and Social Security.

People get it. If it were not for Medi-
care, where would our seniors be?
Where would they turn?

0 1640

Health care is a right, and it is not a
privilege; not just for some people, but
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for all people. We cannot and we will
not go back.

Do you want to go back? Do you
want people to be afraid to have a
checkup? Do you want the only doctors
people see to be in an emergency room?

The Affordable Care Act is moving us
away from this tragedy and toward in-
surance coverage for all Americans. We
have come too far and suffered too long
to go back. Too much progress has
been made with the Affordable Care
Act to go back. The American people
will not be fooled this time.

Vote ‘“‘no” on repeal, and get to work
putting the American people back to
work.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACK).

Mrs. BLACK. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Speaker, I'm incredibly dis-
appointed by the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing to uphold the President’s health
care law, but one thing the Supreme
Court’s decision does not change is the
need for ObamaCare to be repealed im-
mediately. The fact is that President
Obama’s signature legislative achieve-
ment, ObamaCare, is a tax hike on the
middle-income class.

Since I took office in 2010, I've been
fighting every day to repeal
ObamaCare, and I will not rest until
this goal is achieved. As a small busi-
nesswoman and a nurse for over 40
years, I know that ObamaCare is not
only the wrong medicine for our health
care system, it’s also a disaster for our
economy.

ObamaCare’s new regulations, taxes,
and mandates are crushing our already
weak economy. Now three-quarters of
small businesses say that the law is
preventing them from hiring people,
and that has left millions of middle
class Americans jobless and without a
way to provide for their family.

I look forward to voting tomorrow,
once again, to fully repeal ObamacCare,
and I hope this time that the Senate
gets the message loud and clear. It’s
long past time for the Senate to follow
the House’s lead and strike down this
disastrous law.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 15 seconds.

In Tennessee, as of December 2011,
59,000 young adults in Tennessee gained
insurance coverage because of ACA,
and almost 800,000 with Medicare re-
ceived free preventive services—almost
800,000.

I now yiel