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investment here to the United States. 
We should be looking at what we can 
do to empower entrepreneurs to revi-
talize our economy and restore our job 
market. 

Mr. Speaker, attacking private enter-
prise won’t create a single job here or 
elsewhere. In fact, the danger of isola-
tionist, mercantilist rhetoric is that it 
can spawn bad policy that further sti-
fles innovation and economic growth. 

If we want to have a constructive de-
bate that leads to policies that will en-
courage growth and job creation, we 
need to look at the facts, and the facts 
are very simple. Engaging globally 
through exports, imports, outsourcing, 
in-sourcing, and all the many ways of 
tapping into the dynamic, competitive 
worldwide marketplace is the best way 
to get Americans back to work. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
not to succumb to the politically expe-
dient but economically damaging rhet-
oric of isolationism. 

f 

STOP MILITARY RAPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
implore this body to finally take mean-
ingful action to end the epidemic of 
rape and sexual assault in the military. 
For 25 years, Congress has held dra-
matic hearings on this issue. It has 
rocked the military branches. Com-
mittee members have beat their chests 
and demanded answers from decorated 
generals and military leaders who tes-
tified. Congress demanded reports. 
These reports were provided and are 
now gathering dust on shelves around 
Washington, D.C. 

The time for reports is over. Now it’s 
time for action to solve this problem. 

The solution is to take the reporting 
and investigation of cases of rape and 
sexual assault out of the military 
chain of command and place them in a 
separate office independent of the 
chain of command with the authority 
to investigate and prosecute within the 
military. 

Last week I called for the House 
Armed Services Committee to hold a 
hearing on the widespread sex scandal 
at Lackland Air Force Base in San An-
tonio, Texas. No hearing date has been 
set. 

The charges of rape, assault, and sod-
omy leveled against six instructors at 
Lackland are astonishing. One instruc-
tor is accused of raping or assaulting 10 
victims, and another confessed to hav-
ing sexual relationships with another 
10 victims of his own. Yesterday we 
learned that 12 instructors are under 
investigation for sexual misconduct 
with trainees and that a criminal in-
vestigation is ongoing on four different 
Air Force bases now. 

Like many cases of rape and sexual 
assault, the perpetrators are not deny-
ing that they engaged in sexual mis-
conduct; they simply contend that the 
sex was consensual. It comes down to 

the word of the accuser and the ac-
cused, the instructor against the train-
ee. In the military, this usually means 
the perpetrator gets off or receives a 
disproportionately small punishment, 
and the victim endures an arduous and 
humiliating legal process with little 
sense of justice at the end. 

Every day more disgusting news is 
unearthed about Lackland. Everyone 
wants to know: What is being done 
about it? 

This scandal is remarkably similar to 
the Aberdeen scandal that rocked the 
Army in the 1990s. Fifteen years ago, a 
Republican-led Senate held a hearing 
on a sex scandal at the Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground in Maryland. 

b 1010 
The Army brought charges against 12 

instructors for sexual assault on fe-
male trainees under their command. 
Nearly 50 women made sexual abuse 
charges, including 26 rape accusations. 
One instructor was cleared. The re-
maining 11 were either convicted at 
court martial or punished administra-
tively. 

In an interview about the scandal, 
then-Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Kenneth Bacon said: 

The issue here is the relationship between 
a trainer and a trainee. The Army regula-
tions bar intimate relationships between 
trainers and trainees, between drill ser-
geants and trainees, because they are 
fraught with misuse of power, with misuse of 
influence, or the possibilities of misuse of 
power and influence. 

This may be hard for some in the ci-
vilian world to relate to, but it is the 
constant reality within our Armed 
Forces. It is ingrained in our military 
servicemen and -women to follow the 
orders of their chain of command and 
never disobey. 

Here is an except from a 1996 inter-
view with an Army recruit who was 
raped by her instructor at Aberdeen. 
The victim, a South Carolina native 
who joined the Army in December of 
1995 as a way to pay for college, said 
her instructor once ordered her to the 
bathroom. ‘‘A few minutes later he 
came in behind me, and that’s when he 
started to tell me to do certain 
things,’’ she said. ‘‘To disrobe?’’ Asked 
the reporter. ‘‘Mm-hmm,’’ she said. She 
said she never screamed, never said 
‘‘no,’’ only that she was traumatized. 
‘‘When you had sex in the bathroom, 
was it something you wanted,’’ the re-
porter asked. ‘‘No,’’ Bleckley said. 
Nothing has changed. 

Last month in Texas, two victims 
were asked if they resisted when their 
Air Force training instructor lured 
them into a dark supply room to have 
sex. ‘‘No,’’ they said. They froze. 

What is happening at Lackland Air 
Force Base is no different than what 
happened at Aberdeen Proving Ground 
15 years ago. After that scandal, we 
heard assurances about how seriously 
the crimes were taken and how ‘‘we’re 
going to get to the bottom of this prob-
lem.’’ Yet clearly the military is un-
able to police itself on matters of rape 
and sexual assault. 

I called for a hearing into the 
Lackland scandal because we need to 
know once and for all why instructors 
have been permitted to abuse power so 
freely. And we need to know from top 
brass that the phrase ‘‘zero tolerance 
for sexual assault in the military’’ is a 
fact, not a talking point. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 12 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Greg Lafferty, Willowdale 
Chapel, Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, 
offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, we bless You this day for 
You are good. You make Your Sun rise 
on the evil and the good; You let Your 
rain fall on the just and the unjust. 

You give all people everywhere life 
and breath and everything. Yet we rec-
ognize that in this great Nation, we are 
among the most blessed. 

You’ve granted us freedom and abun-
dance, safety and security, the rule of 
law, and neighborly love. 

Guide us, Lord, that we may steward 
these good gifts for the benefit of all. 
And today, Lord, grant this House of 
Representatives the wisdom, humility, 
and diligence to govern well, that in 
some measure good might overcome 
evil, beauty might outshine ugliness, 
and love might undo hate. And in this, 
Lord, may You be honored and may our 
Nation dwell in deeper peace and safe-
ty. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. MALONEY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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WELCOMING REVEREND GREG 

LAFFERTY 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PITTS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, it is an 

honor today to have Greg Lafferty, 
senior pastor of my home church, 
Willowdale Chapel, open us in prayer 
today. 

Greg studied at Wheaton College and 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. He was ordained at Saddleback 
Church in Mission Viejo, California, 
where he served as a teaching pastor 
under Rick Warren. 

Under Greg, the church has grown 
dramatically. In his time as our pastor, 
he has made our church much more ac-
tive in our community and engaged 
around the world. One example is the 
work with Hope International, touch-
ing lives in the Congo through micro-
enterprise development. The efforts of 
the church have been multiplied and 
improved in many ways under Greg’s 
leadership. He has helped our church 
show the love of Christ in our commu-
nity in new ways and around the world. 

Greg has been married to his wife, 
Deane, for 28 years. She joins us in the 
balcony. They have three children to-
gether: Kelsey, Krista, and Ryan. 

It is a great honor to have Greg and 
Deane and have Greg open our Cham-
ber today with the opening prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WOMACK). The Chair will entertain 15 
further requests for 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

f 

JOBS WILL BE DESTROYED 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today’s decision by the Su-
preme Court is extremely dis-
appointing, undermining limited gov-
ernment and expanded freedom. The 
decision reveals ObamaCare as a huge 
tax increase on middle class taxpayers, 
destroying jobs. We should have health 
care based on doctor-patient relation-
ships rather than politician-patient re-
lationships. 

I agree with the National Federation 
of Independent Business that 1.6 mil-
lion jobs are now at risk and small 
businesses cannot make plans for the 
future, which destroys more jobs. 
House Republicans will continue to 
work to repeal the government health 
care takeover law. We will remain fo-
cused on enacting commonsense legis-
lation that will preserve the doctor-pa-
tient relationship, provide every Amer-
ican the access they need to health 
care, and promote jobs in the private 
sector. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HONOR THE CATHOLIC SISTERS 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently added my name to a resolution 
introduced by Representative ROSA 
DELAURO to honor the Catholic sisters 
for their contributions to this country 
and to my community. 

I grew up in the shadows of the 
Mercy Convent of south Buffalo, New 
York. The sisters came to Buffalo in 
1858, started hospitals to heal the sick, 
schools to teach the ignorant, and to 
help all of us see the gifts of God’s 
presence in a changing world. 

The sisters take a vow of poverty and 
obedience to serve God and God’s peo-
ple, particularly women and children. 

The Vatican says that the sisters are 
failing to uphold the Catholic doctrine 
and appointed three bishops to rein 
them in. The sisters reject the Vati-
can’s assessment of their life work and 
vow to fight. 

In scripture, Jesus says: ‘‘Whatever 
you do to the least of my brothers and 
sisters, you do for me.’’ The sisters are 
doing God’s work with courage, convic-
tion, and selflessness. 

May God’s guiding wisdom continue 
to inspire their good works. 

f 

WALTER ZABEL 

(Mr. ISSA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, today many 
will address the House here and later in 
the day on subjects of great current 
importance, certainly the upholding of 
the President’s health care initiative 
and, certainly, in fact, the contempt 
vote we’re going to hear in a few min-
utes. 

But this moment belongs to the peo-
ple of San Diego. Walter Zabel died 
this week at 97. Normally, when some-
one dies at 97, they have long since re-
tired. He, on the other hand, was still 
the inspiration for Cubic Corporation, 
a company he founded that did so much 
for our national defense over his 50- 
plus years at its helm. We cannot for-
get he was in the office less than a 
week ago. He was still providing stew-
ardship, still receiving the technical 
benefits of his engineers, and still mak-
ing sure that America was safe. 

Today in San Diego is Walter Zabel 
Day. It is not a day for the other dis-
cussions of the House. 

f 

POLITICAL SIDESHOW 

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHU. If you want proof that Con-
gress is dysfunctional, that it is put-
ting partisanship ahead of all else, look 
no further than today’s vote to hold 
Attorney General Holder in contempt. 

In office, Holder has tirelessly pur-
sued justice for all communities. He 
has helped prevent mortgage fraud, 
fought gang violence, protected intel-
lectual property rights, and worked to 
ensure every American has the right to 
vote. We should let the Attorney Gen-
eral enforce our Nation’s laws, not 
make his job harder. 

The contempt vote against Holder is 
unprecedented, unjustified, and un-
founded. Never in the 223-year history 
of the House have we held an Attorney 
General in contempt. Yet, today, we 
will do just that in this ridiculous par-
tisan stunt. 

Congress should be creating jobs, not 
wasting taxpayer money putting on a 
political sideshow during an election 
year. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EDNA YODER 
ON HER 101ST BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to take a special moment to rec-
ognize the birthday of a very special 
American. Today marks the 101st 
birthday of my grandmother, Edna 
Yoder. 

Born in 1911, my grandmother was 
raised on a Kansas farm with her many 
brothers and sisters. Work was hard, 
and she did her part to raise livestock, 
grow wheat, and help feed America. 

I take great pride in my grandmother 
and those in her generation. Hard 
work, determination, a focus on fam-
ily, and deep religious conviction were 
the values that she and others upheld 
as they worked to build the most pros-
perous Nation the world has ever seen. 

Today on her birthday, my grand-
mother is a vibrant and healthy 101- 
year-old. She has an infectious laugh, a 
cheery disposition, and is kind to ev-
eryone she meets. Her love of quilting, 
the ‘‘Lawrence Welk Show,’’ and, of 
course, board games and bingo keep her 
time occupied and keep her young at 
heart. 

Grandma, you are an inspiration, and 
we are proud today to congratulate you 
on the celebration of your 101st birth-
day. 

f 

b 1210 

KITTINGER FURNITURE 

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, last Octo-
ber, I stood here and spoke out against 
the new free trade agreements that 
would have continued to add to the 
damage done to the manufacturers in 
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