
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H383 February 2, 2012 
bring you in. And with me, for the past 
several decades, he’s offered very 
thoughtful political insight and advice 
and counsel on a wide range of issues. 

He served as Ambassador to the 
Court of St. James after having served 
as Ambassador to Belgium under Presi-
dent Reagan during the 1980s. He was 
the first American to go to the site in 
Lockerbie, Scotland, where Pan Am 
Flight 103 went down. He was on the 
cutting edge of very, very important 
decisions that were made with our very 
important ally, Margaret Thatcher. 
And I have to say that Ambassador 
Price was someone who had that very 
unique ability, Mr. Speaker, to, as 
Rudyard Kipling said, ‘‘walk with 
kings and keep the common touch.’’ 

He was known for his great sense of 
humor, and he was known for having a 
great desire to spend time with work-
ing men and women. And to listen to 
people, he would often go to pubs in 
England, and I suspect that Charlie 
Price might have enjoyed a Guinness 
or two at the same time. 

But, Mr. Speaker, he was also a great 
business leader and a great philan-
thropist. I remember that, as the lead-
ing diplomat that he was, our great 
former Secretary of State, George 
Schultz, once said to me, in describing 
Charlie Price, that when the Secretary 
would arrive in London and he would 
get into the car with Charlie Price, 
there was no ambassador who could 
provide him with more cogent, 
thoughtful insight into the cir-
cumstances that existed on the ground 
as they were. 

Mr. Speaker, in the spirit of Winston 
Churchill, I read in my original home-
town paper—and Charlie Price’s as 
well—the Kansas City Star, that he had 
just, not long ago, written a note to a 
grandson of his to lift his spirits. In 
that note he said: ‘‘Never, never give 
up. You will always succeed if you ac-
cept that you will not succeed every 
time. But never accept losing as any-
thing other than a learning experience 
to drive you to be a champion in all 
walks of life.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and pray-
ers go to Carol Price and to the won-
derful family. I have to say that, as we 
look to next week’s—a week from this 
Sunday—dedication of the great new 
operation at Sunnylands in southern 
California, I know that Carol will be 
there, but Charlie Price will be greatly 
missed. 

f 

AMERICANS DESERVE HONESTY IN 
GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, Americans 
deserve a genuine and predictable gov-
ernment that shoots straight. As 
Thomas Jefferson wrote: ‘‘The whole 
art of government consists in the art of 
being honest.’’ How can the people hold 
their Representative accountable when 
Congress and the President distort the 
basic facts? 

Many of my colleagues and I are dis-
mayed by the dysfunction in the proc-
ess. We have seen firsthand the insider 
tricks and schemes to distort the budg-
et and hide new spending. We’ve 
learned that these loopholes are deeply 
ingrained in the rules of Congress— 
they are institutionalized—and both 
Republicans and Democrats are guilty 
of exploiting them. 

The American people have a right to 
expect accountability, honesty, and 
transparency from their government. 
But every year Washington relies on a 
series of budget gimmicks and account-
ing tricks to conceal or enable deficit 
spending. With our Nation’s debt near-
ing $16 trillion, Washington must drop 
the budget games and commit to hon-
est budget practices. 

Many of us believe we were sent here 
to Washington to do things differently 
and to insist on an honest and trans-
parent government. 
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That’s why I, earlier this week, along 

with 28 of my colleagues, introduced 
the Honest Budget Act of 2012, an im-
portant step to change the way Wash-
ington works and instill integrity into 
the budget process. This legislation is 
designed to root out the budget gim-
micks most commonly used by politi-
cians to hide the truth, confuse the 
public, and run up the national debt. 

Last year, Senator JEFF SESSIONS 
from Alabama introduced in the Senate 
similar legislation to strengthen the 
Senate’s rules against budget trickery. 
Numerous conservative groups have en-
dorsed Sessions’ bill, including the Her-
itage Foundation, Americans for Tax 
Reform, and Citizens Against Govern-
ment Waste. 

This legislation introduced in the 
House expands the Senate bill with 
similar rules for the House of Rep-
resentatives to address nine specific 
budget gimmicks that, since 2005, have 
cost taxpayers more than $350 billion 
and have consistently added to our def-
icit and our debt. 

For example, the legislation makes it 
more difficult to pass appropriation 
bills without first approving a budget. 
What a novel idea. The legislation also 
tightens rules regarding emergency 
designations and disaster designations 
to justify off-budget spending. It re-
veals both real costs and the real com-
mitment on what the Federal Govern-
ment is spending. 

The bill also prevents Congress from 
relying on phony rescissions, or claim-
ing savings that are not savings unless 
they are real and genuine. That’s com-
mon sense. Common sense dictates 
that you cannot account as savings 
money that was never going to be 
spent in the first place. 

A budget is a plan for this Nation’s 
future. Americans deserve the truth. 
Mr. Speaker, given what I have wit-
nessed over the last year, the only way 
to guarantee truth is to specifically 
root out and end the gimmicks. 

We’re all keenly aware that the num-
ber 1 issue facing America today is 

jobs. We must continue to do all that 
we can here in Washington to create an 
environment that fosters job growth, 
and we will continue to do that. But we 
cannot overlook the fact that Wash-
ington spends money it does not have. 
Certainly, this reckless spending spree 
has contributed greatly towards our 
downward economy. 

The Honest Budget Act does not fix 
all of our problems, but it is a step in 
the right direction. In many respects, 
the Honest Budget Act of 2012 embodies 
the spirit of transparency and account-
ability that unites many in my fresh-
man class. The bill is a rallying point 
for those who truly want to put an end 
to tricks, gimmicks, and empty prom-
ises, and for all who believe that the 
American people deserve a government 
that they can trust. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to see this proposed legisla-
tion become law. 

f 

PROMOTING STEM EDUCATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, during the 
President’s State of the Union address 
in this Chamber just last week, he 
spoke of the importance of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics education, also known as STEM 
education. STEM education helps sup-
port U.S. manufacturing jobs, and it is 
something that I am a strong pro-
ponent of. 

The 10th District of Illinois, the dis-
trict that I represent, is one of the 
largest manufacturing districts in our 
Nation. As I travel back home, I hear 
time and time again from manufactur-
ers that they can’t find qualified people 
able to step up and take the jobs that 
they have open right now at their man-
ufacturing facilities. 

One way we can help put people back 
to work is by promoting STEM edu-
cation. Those trained in the STEM 
field have the opportunity to gain 
good-paying jobs right here in our local 
communities. From high schools train-
ing our future workers to community 
colleges helping to train and retrain 
unemployed individuals, STEM edu-
cation helps put people back to work 
and allows U.S. manufacturers to hire 
American workers. 

One example of a successful STEM 
education program back home is at 
Wheeling High School. Wheeling High 
School’s Principal, Dr. Laz Lopez, took 
the initiative to start a STEM edu-
cation program in order to empower 
his students to graduate and have a 
competitive edge against other stu-
dents seeking employment. Just yes-
terday, Wheeling High School an-
nounced that they are now looking to 
expand that education to include a cur-
riculum that has nanotechnology. This 
type of curriculum will give Wheeling 
High School students a greater com-
petitive advantage when applying for 
jobs and pursuing degrees in science 
and technology. 
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Preparing our students for the 21st 

century workforce, I would argue, is 
absolutely critical. But it is also essen-
tial that we empower the unemployed 
to be retrained to pursue careers in the 
STEM field right back at home and 
across our country. 

Back home, I’m working with the 
College of Lake County, which is work-
ing hard to provide STEM education to 
adults who are interested in preparing 
themselves for new careers. The Col-
lege of Lake County will be hosting a 
STEM education day on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 25. This is to motivate our young 
people about the importance of STEM 
education, and to especially focus on 
young women to learn more about ca-
reers in the fields of science and tech-
nology. 

I am impressed with the work that 
the College of Lake County and other 
community colleges are doing to bridge 
the gap between industry and edu-
cation. By teaming up with local em-
ployers, the College of Lake County is 
putting in place programs that can 
train the workforce and also help local 
manufacturers in need. 

In the weeks to come, I’ll be hosting 
a manufacturing and education summit 
at ETA/Cuisenaire in Vernon Hills. The 
goal of this summit is to find ways in 
which local industry can invest in local 
education so that our region has the 
resources and trained workforce it 
needs to expand and to invest in the 
manufacturing sector of our economy. 

I will continue to work with Repub-
licans, with Democrats on promoting 
this critical initiative of STEM edu-
cation. This will not only help put peo-
ple back to work, but will enable man-
ufacturers to hire workers right here 
at home so that they can continue to 
grow and expand in our local commu-
nities. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

There have been many prayers this 
day rising to You from those engaged 
in the political discourse of this Na-
tion. We give You thanks for those who 
were able to gather at the National 
Prayer Breakfast and those across this 
land who joined their prayer intentions 
with the many who attended. 

Bless the Members of this people’s 
House now as they gather to do the leg-
islative work they are called to do. 
May their prayers this day be authen-
tic and heard by You, the living God. 

May their work be fruitful and bene-
ficial to those whom You favor, the 
poor. And may all they do be done in 
humility and charity, knowing that 
they are all earthen vessels through 
whom Your spirit might shine forth. 

And finally, may all that is done this 
day be for Your greater honor and 
glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ELLISON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

YUCCA MOUNTAIN MUST RECEIVE 
PERMIT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the President’s Blue Ribbon 
Commission, which was tasked with 
making recommendations for dealing 
with our country’s nuclear waste, re-
cently issued their findings. After con-
ducting a 2-year study, the commission 
discovered that measures must be 
taken to deal with nuclear waste cur-
rently and interim storage at 121 sites 
across the country. The editorial re-
sponse by the Aiken Standard to this 
anemic obvious conclusion is summa-
rized by one word: ‘‘Duh.’’ 

We have known for decades that this 
waste must be properly dealt with and 
discarded in the proper setting. The 
scientific community has determined 
that Yucca Mountain is the ideal loca-
tion for a safe national repository. 

The President and the liberal-con-
trolled Senate must quit playing polit-
ical games and allow the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to finish analyzing 
the license permit. It’s time to let 
science dictate policy, not politics. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

WILLIAM STREET POSTAL 
FACILITY 

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
with my good colleague from western 
New York, Congressman BRIAN HIG-
GINS, united in opposition to the pro-
posed elimination of the postal proc-
essing and distribution center in Buf-
falo and the 700 jobs of people that are 
currently employed there. 

I understand the Postal Service has 
gone through some tough times. They 
need to make some hard decisions. Up 
in our neck of the woods, 700 jobs is a 
very big deal. That is 700 families mak-
ing mortgage payments, 700 families 
making their car payments, and 700 
families that haven’t been able to 
make their tuition payments. 

In addition to these individuals, busi-
nesses, seniors, and rural communities 
we represent would be adversely af-
fected if this were to end. This would 
end the overnight delivery of first-class 
mail in the Buffalo region, impacting 
all the businesses that depend on this 
service. It would probably slow com-
merce, delay the delivery of medica-
tion to our seniors, and impair commu-
nications for rural families who don’t 
have Internet access. 

At a time when the Postal Service is 
struggling to retain business, they 
need to be creative and find new ways 
to garner more customers. 

f 

STOP ATTACKING COAL JOBS 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
President Obama’s activist EPA is at it 
again. This destructive agency, in ad-
vancing the administration’s war on 
coal, is forcing the closure of six coal- 
fired power plants in three States. Just 
a few weeks ago, it was announced that 
the Muskingum River Power Plant in 
my district would have to close and 
eliminate over 100 jobs because of bur-
densome EPA regulations. 

President Obama’s war on coal is 
nothing new. With just one proposed 
rewrite of one rule, President Obama is 
putting tens of thousands of direct and 
indirect coal-related jobs at risk. Just 
over a week ago, the President stood in 
this Chamber and told Americans that 
he wants to create jobs and grow the 
economy, but his policies do the exact 
opposite. 

Hardworking taxpayers across Amer-
ica deserve better. They deserve effec-
tive leadership that moves us forward 
rather than holding us back. With over 
14 million Americans out of work, we 
can’t afford more of the same failed 
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