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California (Mr. GARAMENDI) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, last
Thursday, the 2,000th U.S. military
servicemember was Killed in Operation
Enduring Freedom. I send my deepest
sympathies to the families and loved
ones of each individual who has been
killed since this war began more than a
decade ago. Those losses are a cause for
sadness beyond what I can adequately
convey in my words. Having just cele-
brated Father’s Day with my daughters
and son, I reflect on the fact that each
fallen soldier was the child of some
parent. Many were husbands and wives,
and many were parents themselves.

We are a Nation at war. Yet the bur-
den of this war has been primarily
borne by a very few, by our military
servicemembers and their families.
Less than 1 percent of the TUnited
States population is in the armed serv-
ices. Many Americans were not aware
of last week’s tragic milestone, or per-
haps they may have glanced at the fa-
tality count in their local paper and
then they went about their daily
events. This is a war that, for many,
goes on in the background while most
Americans carry on their daily lives.

It’s imperative that we stop and
think deeply about the human cost of
this war. We must read the names of
those who have been killed, look at
their pictures, and imagine the grief of
those who have been left behind. We
must also think about those who have
been wounded. Every day outside this
Chamber, we see yet one more military
man or woman who has lost a limb,
who has been harmed. They are in our
military hospitals now, their futures
uncertain. We must think about those
servicemembers whose lives have been
so shattered by the experience of war
that they cannot continue living. More
servicemembers took their lives in this
year than were Killed in combat in Af-
ghanistan. Only when we feel those
losses can we fully comprehend the
cost of this war.

Recently, this House passed its
version of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act that I opposed but the
majority pushed forward, a bill that
has no meaningful timeline for ending
combat operations and bringing our
troops home, no concrete plans for
transitioning full responsibility for Af-
ghanistan security to Afghan forces.
Most Republican supporters of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act
would slow down the withdrawal of our
troops. They would have American
troops continue to fight against a do-
mestic insurgency in Afghanistan, and
they would have American troops
fighting for the corrupt Karzai govern-
ment.

As Members of Congress, we’re re-
sponsible for authorizing the funds
that sustain this war. If we believe this
war should continue, we should say
that this war is absolutely essential to
our Nation’s security. This war is not.

Can we look into the eyes of the
mother or father of a serviceman who
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has been killed and say your child died
for a mission that’s absolutely essen-
tial to our Nation’s security? I can’t do
that, and I believe most of us cannot. I
believe it is time for the war in Af-
ghanistan to come to an end. Our
troops and their families have given
enough. We should welcome them home
as heroes, and we should ensure that
they receive the support and care that
is due when they return.

We sent our brave servicemen and
-women to Afghanistan to eliminate
international terrorist organizations
that threaten the United States. As
President Obama said last month, our
goal is to destroy al Qaeda. Our troops
have successfully executed this mission
with phenomenal dedication and capac-
ity. We have virtually eliminated al
Qaeda from Afghanistan. No expert
says that there’s more than 100 there,
and they have no meaningful oper-
ation. They have demonstrated that we
can take terrorists out wherever they
are in this world. We have captured and
killed most all of al Qaeda’s top com-
manders. One year ago, we celebrated
the historic moment when Osama bin
Laden, the 9/11 mastermind, was killed.
He met his just end.

The cost of this war in blood and
treasure has been staggering. Even
those who have not given their lives
have given of their lives. It’s time for
this war to end. The loyalty and dedi-
cation of our servicemembers, our most
sacred resource, must be conserved. We
must not squander it. End this war
now.

Mr. Speaker, last Thursday, the 2,000th
U.S. military service member was killed in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. | send my deepest
sympathies to the families and loved ones of
each of the individuals who have been killed
since we began this war in Afghanistan more
than a decade ago. These losses are a cause
for sadness beyond what | can adequately
convey in words. Having just celebrating Fa-
ther's day with my daughters and son, | reflect
on the fact that each fallen soldier was the
child of some parent. Many were husbands
and wives, and many were parents them-
selves.

We are a nation at war. Yet the burden of
this war has been primarily borne by the few—
by our military servicemembers and their fami-
lies. Less than 1% of the U.S. population
serves in the armed forces. Many Americans
were not aware of last week’s tragic mile-
stone, or perhaps glanced at the fatality count
in their local paper and continued with their
day. This is a war that, for many, goes on in
the background while they carry on with their
daily lives.

It is imperative that we stop and think deep-
ly about the human costs of this war. We must
read the names of those who have been
killed, look at their pictures, and imagine the
grief of those they left behind. We must think
also about those who have been wounded,
who are right now in our military hospitals with
uncertain futures. Every day outside this
Chamber, we see yet one more soldier who
has lost a limb. And we must think about
those servicemembers whose lives were so
shattered by the experiences of war that they
could not continue living. More
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servicemembers took their own lives this year
than were killed in combat in Afghanistan.
Only when we feel these losses can we fully
comprehend the costs of this war.

Recently, this House passed its version of
the National Defense Authorization Act, which
contains a provision inserted by the majority
that would continue this war indefinitely. | op-
posed this bill. This majority bill has no mean-
ingful timeline for ending combat operations
and bringing our troops home. It has not con-
crete plans for quickly transitioning full respon-
sibility for Afghanistan’s security to Afghan
forces. The majority has pushed to slow down
the withdrawal of U.S. forces. They would
have American troops continue fighting
against a domestic insurgency in Afghanistan
and striving to defeat those armed factions
that threaten the corrupt Karzai government.

As Members of Congress, we are respon-
sible for authorizing the funds that would sus-
tain this war. If we believe this war should
continue, we affirm that this war is essential to
our national security. It is not. We should be
able to look into the eyes of a mother or father
of a service member has been killed and say,
“Your child died in a war that is absolutely
necessary to keep our country safe.” | cannot
do that, and | believe most of us cannot. It is
time for the war in Afghanistan to come to an
end. Our troops and their families have given
enough. We should welcome them back as
heroes and ensure that they receive the sup-
port and care that is their due when they re-
turn.

We sent our brave service men and women
to Afghanistan to eliminate those international
terrorist organizations that threatened the
United States. As President Obama stated
very clearly last month, “Our goal is to destroy
Al Qaeda.” Our troops have successfully exe-
cuted this mission with phenomenal dedication
and capacity. They have virtually eliminated Al
Qaeda from Afghanistan, as our intelligence
experts report that fewer than 100 Al Qaeda
operatives remain in the country. They have
demolished terrorist training camps, and cap-
tured or killed most of Al Qaeda’s top com-
manders. One year ago we all celebrated the
historic moment when Osama Bin Laden, the
9/11 mastermind who bears responsibility for
the death of thousands of innocent American
civilians, met his just end.

The costs of this war, in blood and treasure,
have been staggering. Even those who have
not given their lives have given of their lives,
missing time with loved ones at home while
they serve our country abroad. The loyalty and
dedication of our military servicemembers is
America’s most sacred resource, and we must
not squander it. They have achieved the core
national security objectives for which they
were sent to Afghanistan. It is now time for
our troops to come home to their families.

——————

COMMEMORATING LEVITTOWN’S
60TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor and commemorate
the 60th anniversary of Levittown,
Pennsylvania, which is the place that I
have called home my entire life.
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Located in historic Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, construction of Levit-
town began in 1952 and was completed
in 1958. One of the first planned com-
munities built in the United States, it
became a popular first home for thou-
sands of returning veterans from World
War II and Korea.

Over the course of its rich history,
Levittown has developed into a model
middle class community. Now it is
home to over 50,000 residents with
schools, churches, and businesses that
help create a sense of community and
foster a warm environment for families
to live and to work, to raise their fami-
lies and to retire to.

Levittown’s residents have worked in
our steel mills, built our communities,
and served in our military, all while
raising their children and their grand-
children. It was a pleasure growing up
in such a close-knit, hard-working
community. I'm proud to say that I'm
from Levittown, raising my own family
there.

The highest honor of all is being
given the chance to serve Levittown in
the United States Congress. I will con-
tinue to listen to and work with mem-
bers of my community to ensure that
all of their voices are heard. Congratu-
lations to all who have called Levit-
town home over the last 60 years. With
such a rich history, Levittown deserves
our recognition and praise. I'm honored
to live amongst these great families
and wish them all the best on this mo-
mentous occasion.

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO
ROBERT GRAY SHIPLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to wish a well-deserved happy 100th
birthday to a pillar of Watauga Coun-
ty, Mr. Robert Gray Shipley, Sr. Mr.
Shipley was born in Valle Crucis,
North Carolina, on June 23, 1912. Grow-
ing up on his parents’ farm, Mr.
Shipley’s aptitude for agriculture and
ranching was evident from a young
age.
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He put that skill to use, working his
way through college, milking cows,
judging livestock competitions, and
maintaining records in Virginia Poly-
technic Institute’s dairy department.

Mr. Shipley began teaching upon his
graduation from Virginia Tech in 1933,
and aside from the time he spent in the
United States Air Force as a gunnery
instructor on B-24 bombers; teaching
agriculture in an innovative and hands-
on manner is what he did for most of
his professional life. In fact, Mr. Ship-
ley counts among his many students
my husband, Tom.

Today, if you take a trip down to
Watauga County, evidence of Mr.
Shipley’s involvement in the commu-
nity is everywhere. He helped organize
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the Watauga County Hereford Associa-
tion, he taught sheep sheering at 4-H
clubs, and he ran the Cove Creek Horse
Show for two decades. He’s a member
of the North Carolina State Fair Hall
of Fame, the Western North Carolina
Agricultural Hall of Fame, and the
North Carolina Livestock Hall of
Fame. He’s a charter member of the
Boone Rotary Club and is a mainstay
in the Cove Creek Ruritan Club, work-
ing faithfully at every monthly fish
fry.

Throughout his busy life, Mr. Shipley
has had a wonderful partner, his wife of
nearly 70 years, Agnes. Together, they
are the proud parents of three children,
grandparents to six, and great-grand-
parents to nine. This weekend, friends
and former students of the Shipleys
will be gathering at the historic Cove
Creek High School in Sugar Grove to
celebrate Mr. Shipley’s 100th birthday
and Mrs. Shipley’s 95th birthday.

I speak for the community when I ex-
press gratitude for the lives of the
Shipleys and for their being the won-
derful role models that they are.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

We ask today that You bless the
Members of this assembly to be the
best and most faithful servants of the
people they serve. Purify their inten-
tions that they will say what they be-
lieve and act consistent with their
words.

Help them, indeed help us all, to be
honest with themselves, so that they
will not only be concerned with how
their words and deeds are weighed by
others, but also with how their words
and deeds affect the lives of those in
need and those who look to them for
support, help, strength, and leadership.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.
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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WELCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

NEW POLICY IS OUT OF TOUCH
WITH AMERICAN FAMILIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Friday, the President re-
vealed a new policy that promotes ille-
gal aliens who are in our country from
deportation. This shifts jobs from law-
ful Americans to illegal aliens. As a
former immigration attorney myself,
we welcome legal immigrants. In 2009
and 2010, Congress refused to pass legis-
lation giving amnesty to the same indi-
viduals included under the President’s
new policy. Not only is this decision a
Presidential abuse of power, it also
shows this administration is out of
touch with American families who are
suffering from lack of jobs.

Instead of encouraging policies aimed
to help our law-abiding citizens find
jobs, the President believes that he
should reward those who have broken
laws by granting them work permits.
At a time of record unemployment, I
urge the President and the liberal-con-
trolled Senate to take up the dozens of
bipartisan bills that have passed the
House to help American families find
jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

DELPHI SALARIED RETIREES

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HOCHUL. Imagine you got up
every day of your adult life working for
the same company, helping build the
American auto industry. You worked
hard, but you’re proud because you’re
part of something bigger than just col-
lecting a paycheck—you’re part of re-
building the economic engine that gave
us the middle class. You counted on a
pension, life insurance, and health in-
surance when you retired, because
that’s what you were promised. You
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