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There was no objection.

PERMISSION TO INCLUDE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
include an exchange of letters with the
chairman of the Committee on Home-
land Security with respect to the bill
at this point in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

Washington, DC, May 31, 2012.

Hon. PETER KING,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding certain intelligence and in-
telligence-related programs and/or activities
of the Department of Homeland Security
that are authorized in H.R. 5743, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2013.

While the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence continues to authorize these
programs and intelligence-related activities
consistent with the legislative history de-
scribing the respective jurisdictions of the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
and the Committee on Homeland Security
(Congressional Record, January 4, 2005, page
H25), I agree that certain elements of these
activities could raise issues that would ben-
efit from discussion amongst the Commit-
tees and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity with respect to the overall organization
of the Department, and would be glad to dis-
cuss such issues.

As you asked, I will include a copy of your
letter to me and this response in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of
H.R. 5743 on the House floor.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, May 29, 2012.

Hon. MIKE ROGERS,

Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing in
regards to the Intelligence Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2013 recently approved by
the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence—specifically, the section of the
legislation that authorizes the newly created
Homeland Security Intelligence Program
(HSIP) at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS).

As you know, the HSIP, in essence, con-
sists of several activities within the Office of
Intelligence and Analysis at DHS that the
Director of National Intelligence has deemed
should no longer be part of the National In-
telligence Program (NIP). While the details
of the program are classified, the creation of
the HSIP raises new issues that are of mu-
tual interest to our committees and requires
further discussion between our staffs and
clarification from DHS.

While those discussions are ongoing and
will take time, I understand the importance
of advancing this legislation to the House
floor in an expeditious manner and I do not,
in any way, wish to impede that from hap-
pening. However, given that there remains
issues that our committees must work
through with DHS—including how to best
fund, organize, and budget certain HSIP ac-
tivities—I respectfully request that we for-
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mally memorialize our mutual agreement to
continue our dialogue regarding the HSIP as
legislation moves forward as you approach a
conference with the Senate.

I also request that this letter and your re-
sponse be included in the House Permanent
Select Committee report of this bill and in
the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of this measure on the House floor.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
PETER T. KING,
Chairman.
——
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5854,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 667 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5854.

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5854)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2013, and for other purposes, with Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUL-
BERSON) and the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. BIsSHOP) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I know that my colleagues feel the
same way I do that one of the most
gratifying, most rewarding parts of
this extraordinary job that we’re en-
trusted with in addition to being
guardians of the Treasury, to being
good stewards of the public’s business,
is to do everything in our power to help
ensure that our men and women in uni-
form have all that they need to do
their job as they stand guard and over
this Nation 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week in every scary, dark corner of the
world.
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Today, Madam Chair, it’s my privi-
lege, with my good friend from Georgia
(Mr. BISHOP), to lay before the House
and ask for its approval the Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs ap-
propriations bill for 2013.

On our committee, we feel as though
we are the peace of mind committee for
the United States military. We want to
ensure in the work that we do in the
Military Construction and in Veterans
Affairs that we have done everything
we can to ensure that our men and
women in uniform don’t have any wor-
ries, that they don’t have to worry
about when they are in uniform; they
don’t have to worry about the quality
of their barracks, their living condi-
tions; they don’t have to worry about
the condition of the military facilities
that they are living and working in.

We want to make sure that they have
got everything that they need. The
United States Navy, when it comes to
piers or sub pens, or the Air Force for
runways, or the Marine Corps or for the
Army, we have done everything in this
bill that the Pentagon has asked us to
do and fully funded it in a way that’s
fiscally responsible, Madam Chair.

We have also taken care of our vet-
erans, of our men and women in uni-
form when they Ileave the Armed
Forces and become veterans, because
they will spend most of their time out
of the military, and we wanted to be
sure that our Veterans Affairs Admin-
istration was fully funded, that they
have got all the resources that they
need in order to take care of our men’s
and women’s health care needs, psycho-
logical and physical, and in a way
that’s fiscally responsible.

In this environment, Madam Chair,
in this era of record debt and deficit,
our subcommittee, along with the full
Appropriations Committee, has done
everything in our power to find ways to
save money, to be good stewards of the
public’s precious, hard-earned tax dol-
lars. And in our subcommittee, some-
thing we have done together in a bipar-
tisan way, arm-in-arm, we have made
sure to ferret out every unspent dollar
from previous years that could be re-
turned to taxpayers, to avoid spending
increases while making sure that our
men and women in uniform are taken
care of while they are in uniform and
also, as I say, when they leave active
duty and become veterans under the
care of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

We have, because of decreases,
Madam Chair, of the Air Force, the
Army, the Pentagon, our Armed Forces
are reassessing their deployment needs
around the world. We’ve seen a reduc-
tion this year in the level of spending
requests for military construction
around the world that enabled us to in-
crease spending for the Department of
Veterans Affairs while holding overall
spending for this bill flat. That reflects
not only our finding cost savings in
various parts of the bill, but, in par-
ticular, the Air Force, among the
branches of the service, asked for sig-
nificantly less money this year.
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But we have also taken into account
in our legislation the pay freeze that is
in place for the entire Federal Govern-
ment. We have applied that to Federal
civilian contractors working in the
military construction field or for the
VA.

We have also, Madam Chair, in our
legislation, made sure that the VA uses
their construction funds within 5
years. In the past, they simply could
hold that money year after year after
year; and we want to make sure that
that money is used for the purpose that
Congress intended it, and that is to
build VA facilities.

We have been able to find savings in
a variety of other areas, Madam Chair,
all of which have permitted us to fully
fund the request of the Pentagon in
giving our Armed Forces around the
world everything that they need to do
their job without a worry in the world.
If they are out there on watch, guard-
ing the United States of America and
protecting our liberty, our committee
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has made sure to give them as much
peace of mind as possible.

Two other things I want to make
sure to bring to the Members’ atten-
tion that is extremely important.

At the Veterans Administration, for
years there’s been an effort to get a
combined medical record. When you’re
in uniform, on active duty, you have
got one set of medical records with the
Department of Defense. Then when you
enter the Veterans Administration,
that medical record is not compatible
with the computer systems or their
recordkeeping systems at the Veterans
Administration, which causes terrible
inefficiencies and threatens lives, en-
dangers the health of our men and
women in uniform.

This committee has taken very seri-
ously the task that Chairman ROGERS
has charged us with to ensure that we
move the Department of Defense and
the Veterans Administration as rapidly
as possible to a unified medical record.
Then when our young men and women

May 31, 2012

leave the active duty service, that
medical record stays with them in the
VA.
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Finally, I want to also make sure to
thank my good friend, SANFORD BISHOP
from Georgia. It’s been a privilege to
work with Mr. BISHOP and his staff. We
are blessed with an extraordinarily ca-
pable staff on this committee.

This bill, more than I think perhaps
any other, Madam Chair, illustrates
how unified the Congress is in support
of our men and women in uniform. We
have found common ground on every
section of this bill, on every issue.
We’ve worked together arm-in-arm to
make certain that the men and women
of the United States military can focus
on their mission of protecting this
great Nation with complete peace of
mind, knowing that the Congress of the
United States is behind them and will
support them in all they do.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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. Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2013 (H.R. 5854)
(Amounts in thousands)

TITLE I

Military
Military

construction, Army...........
construction, Navy and Marine

construction, Air Force......
construction, Defense-Wide

Mititary
Military

Total, Active components........
Military
Military
Military
Military
Military

construction, Army Reserve...
construction, Navy Reserve...

Total, Reserve componhents

Total, Military construction

North Atlantic

Program..........couiiiiiiin
Family housing construction, Army
Family housing operation and
Family housing construction,
Family housing operation and

Marine Corps

Family housing construction, Air Force
Family housing operation and
Family housing operation and
Department of Defense Family

Fund
Homeowners assistance fund

Total, Family housing...........

Chemical demilitarization construction

Base realignment and closure:

Base realignment and closure account, 1990

construction, Army National Guard
construction, Air National Guard

construction, Air Force Reserve

maintenance, Army
Navy and Marine Corps....
maintenance, Navy and

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Corps

Treaty Organization Security Investment

maintenance, Air Force...
maintenance, Defense-Wide
Housing Improvement

, Defense-Wide. .

Base realignment and closure account, 2005........

Rescission

Total, Base realignment and closure

Rescission (Sec. 127):
Military Construction, Army

Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps

Military Construction, Air Force

Military Construction, Defense-Wide...............

Rescission (Sec. 128):
Base Realignment and Closure, 2005

Rescission (Sec. 129):
Civilian pay raise reduction

Total, title I, Department of Defense.........

Appropriations
Rescissions

FY 2012 FY 2013 Bill vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
3,006,491 1,923,323 1,820,323 -1,186,168 -103,000
2,112,823 1,701,985 1,651,217 -561,606 -150,768
1,227,058 388,200 388,200 -838,858 ---
3,431,957 3,654,623 3,569,623 +137,666 -85,000
9,778,329 7,668,131 7,329,363 -2,448,966 -338,768
773,592 613,799 613,799 -159,793 .-
116,246 42,386 42,386 -73,860 ---
280,549 305,846 305,846 +25,297 .-
26,299 49,532 49,532 +23,233 ---
33,620 10,979 10,979 -22.641 ---
1,230,306 1,022,542 1,022,542 -207,764 ---
11,008,635 8,690,673 8,351,905 -2,656,730 -338,768
247,611 254,163 254,163 +6,552 ---
176,897 4,641 4,641 -172,256 ---
493,458 530,051 530,051 +36,593 ---
100,972 102,182 102,182 +1,210 ---
367,863 378.230 378,230 +10,367 ---
60,042 83,824 83,824 +23,782 .-
429,523 497,829 497,829 +68,306 .-
50,723 52,238 52,238 +1,515 .-
2,184 1,786 1,786 -398
1,284 -- -- -1,284 ---
1.682,946 1,650,781 1,650,781 -32,165 ---
75,312 151,000 151,000 +75,688 .-
323,543 349,396 349,396 +25,853 ---
258,776 126,697 126,697 -132,079 ---
258,776 126,697 126,697 -132,079 ---
582,319 476,093 476,093 -106,226 .-
-100,000 --- .- +100,000 ---
-25,000 --- -- +25,000 ---
-32,000 .- .- +32,000 ---
-131,400 -- -20,000 +111,400 -20,000
-258,776 --- -212,291 +46,485 -212,291
.- .- -2,334 -2,334 -2,334
13,049,647 11,222,710 10,649,317 -2.400,330 -573,393
(13,596,823) (11,222,710) (10,883,942) (-2,712,881) (-338,768)
(-547,176) --- (-234,625) (+312,551) (-234,625)
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Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2013 (H.R. 5854)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2012 FY 2013 Bil1l vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
TITLE II - DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Veterans Benefits Administration
Compensation and pensions..............c.oviininnnn.. 51,237,567 61,741,232 61,741,232 +10,503,665 ---
Readjustment benefits.................... ... . ... ..., 12,108,488 12,607,476 12,607,476 +498,988 .-
Veterans insurance and indemnities.................... 100,252 104,600 104,600 +4,348
Veterans housing benefit program fund
(indefinite) ... ... ... . i 318,612 184,859 184,859 -133,753
(Limitation on direct loans)...................... (500) (500) (500)
Administrative expenses................... .. ... ... 154,698 157,814 157,814 +3,116
Vocational rehabilitation loans program account....... 19 19 19
(Limitation on direct Toans)...................... (3,019) (2,729) (2,729) (-290)
Administrative expenses..............c...co.ininn 343 346 346 +3
Native American veteran housing loan program account.. 1,116 1,089 1,089 -27
Total, Veterans Benefits Administration......... 63,921,085 74,797,435 74,797,435 +10,876,340
Veterans Health Administration
Medical services:
Advance from prior year............ ..., (39.649,985) (41,354,000) (41,354,000) (+1,704,015)
Current year request. ... ... ... v iiiiiininnan --- 165,000 -165,000
Advance appropriation, FY 2014.................... 41,354,000 43,557,000 43,557,000 +2,203,000
Subtotal..... ... ... 41,354,000 43,722,000 43,557,000 +2,203,000 -165,000
Medical support and compliance:
Advance from prior year...............c.c.oiivieiien (5.535,000) (5,746,000) (5,746,000} (+211,000)
Advance appropriation, FY 2014.................... 5,746,000 6,033,000 6,033,000 +287,000
Subtotal........... ... . .. ... 5,746,000 6,033,000 6,033,000 +287,000
Medical facilities:
Advance from prior year.............c.ciiuieniuinin, (5,426,000) (5,441,000) (5,441,000) (+15,000)
Advance appropriation, FY 2014.................... 5,441,000 4,872,000 4,872,000 -569,000
Subtotal...... ... .. .. e 5,441,000 4,872,000 4,872,000 -569,000 .-
Medical and prosthetic research.................... ... 581,000 582,674 582,674 +1,674 ---
Medical care cost recovery collections:
Offsetting collections................ .. .. ... .. .. -3,326,000 -2,527,000 -2,527,000 +799,000 ---
Appropriations (indefinite)....................... 3,326,000 2,527,000 2,527,000 -799,000
DoD-VA Joint Medical Funds (transfers out)............ .- (-280,000) (-280,000) (-280,000) ---
DoD-VA Joint Medical Funds (by transfer).............. (280,000) (280,000) (+280,000)
Total, Veterans Health Administration... ........ 53,122,000 55,209,674 55,044,674 +1,922,674 -165,000
Appropriations. ... ... it (581,000) (747 ,674) (582,674) (+1.674) (-165,000)
Advance from prior year..................... (50,610,985) (52,541,000) (52,541,000) (+1,930,015)
Advance appropriations, FY 2014............. (52,541,000) (54.462,000) (54.462,000) (+1.921,000)
National Cemetery Administration
National Cemetery Adminmistration.............. .. ...... 250,934 258,284 258,284 +7,350
Departmental Administration
General administration.............. ... ... ... . ... ..., 416,737 416,737 416,737
General operating expenses, VBA....................... 2,018,764 2,164,074 2,164,074 +145,310
Information technology systems........................ 3,111,376 3,327,444 3,327,444 +216,068 ---
Office of Inspector General........................... 112,391 113,000 113,000 +609
Construction, major projects.......................... 589,604 532,470 532,470 -57,134

Construction, minor projects.......................... 482,386 607,530 607,530 +125,144
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Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2013 (H.R. 5854)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2012 FY 2013 Bil1l vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Grants for construction of State extended care
faciTities. ... e 85,000 85,000 85,000 .- ---
Grants for the construction of veterans cemeteries.... 46,000 46,000 46,000 .- ---
Total, Departmental Administration................ 6,862,258 7,292,255 7,292,255 +429,997 ---
General provision- block pay raise COLA (both advance
and current) .. ... e --- .-- -93,798 -93,798 -93,798
Total, title II...... .. .. it 124,156,287 137,557,648 137,298,850 +13,142,563 -258,798
Appropriations. . .........coot i (71,615,287) (83,095,648) (82,836,850) (+11,221,563) (-258,798)
Advance from prior year..................... (50.610,985) (52.541,000) (52,541,000) (+1,930,015) .-
Advance appropriations, FY 2014............. (52,541,000) (54,462,000) (54,462,000) (+1,921,000) ---
(Limitation on direct loans).................... (3.519) (3,229) (3,229) (-290) ---
Discretionary............ ... i i (60,391,368) (62,919,481) (62,660,683) (+2,269,315) (-258,798)
Mandatory. . .......... e (63,764,919) (74,638,167) (74,638,167) (+10,873,248) ---
TITLE III - RELATED AGENCIES
American Battle Monuments Commission
Salaries and eXPeNSeS. .. ... o e 61,100 58,400 59,290 -1.,810 +890
Foreign currency fluctuations account................. 16,000 15,200 15,200 -800 ---
Total, American Battle Monuments Commission,.... 77,100 73,600 74,490 -2,610 +890
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims
Salaries and eXPENSeS. . ... it it 30,770 32,481 31,187 +417 -1,294
Department of Defense - Civil
Cemeterial Expenses, Army
Salaries and eXPenses. . ... ....viite it 45,800 45,800 173,733 +127,933 +127,933
Armed Forces Retirement Home - Trust Fund
Operation and maintenance................ .. ... ......, 65,700 65,590 65,590 -110 .-
Capital program. . .........c.uiuiniiiii i i 2,000 2,000 2,000 .- .-
Armed Forces Retirement Home - General Fund
Capital program. . ........oouiireee i 14,630 --- .- -14,630 i
Total, Armed Forces Retirement Home............. 82,330 67.590 67,590 -14,740 ---
Total, title III......... ..., 236,000 219,471 347,000 +111,000 +127,529
TITLE IV - OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS
Military Construction, Army.................... ... ..., 80,000 .-- --- -80,000 ---
Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps.......... 189,703 --- 150,768 -38,935 +150,768
Rescission (P.L. 112-10 and P.L. 112-74) .. ............ -269,703 --- -150,768 +118,935 -150,768

Total, title IV...... ... .. .. . . i, --- .- - - .-
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. Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2013 (H.R. 5854)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2012 FY 2013 Bill vs. Bill vs.

Enacted Request Bitl Enacted Request

Grand total............ ... ... . i 137,441,934 148,999,829 148,295,167 +10,853,233 -704,662
Appropriations............ ... ... .. (85,448,110) (94,537,829) (94,067,792) (+8,619,682) (-470,037)
Rescissions......... .. .. i, (-547,176) .- (-234,625) (+312,551) (-234,625)
Advances from prior year.................... (50,610,985) (52,541,000) (52,541,000) (+1,930,015)
Advance appropriations, FY 2014............. (52,541,000) (54,462,000) (54,462,000) (+1,921,000) ---
Overseas contingency operations............. --- ---

(By transfer)........... ... ... o i (280,000) (280,000) (+280,000)
(Transfer out)............oiiiiii ot (-280,000) (-280,000) (-280,000) -

(Limitation on direct Toans).................... (3,519) (3,229) (3,229) (-290)
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Madam Chairman, as you know, the
allocation provides $71.7 billion for the
FY 2012 Milcon-V A bill, which is equal
to the FY12 enacted bill. In my opin-
ion, the allocation is what we could
have expected if the Republicans would
have stuck to the bipartisan agreement
that established $1.047 as the commit-
tee’s allocation.

I've stated at every step of this proc-
ess that I strongly disagree with the
path that the majority has chosen to
take. I just want to point out that the
$1.028 trillion allocation puts House Re-
publicans at odds with House Demo-
crats, Senate Democrats, Senate Re-
publicans, and the White House. In
fact, the Statement of Administration
Policy recommends a veto of this bill
because the overall 302(a) allocation
fails to stick to the framework estab-
lished by the Budget Control Act. I be-
lieve the lower allocation does nothing
but slow down the appropriations proc-
ess, and if it stands, will stall economic
growth and impede job creation.

With that being said, I'm pleased to
join Chairman CULBERSON as the House
takes up the fiscal year 2013 appropria-
tions bill for Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies.
The Milcon-VA bill is critically impor-
tant to the strength and the well-being
of our military, our veterans, and the
families who sacrifice so much to de-
fend our country. In fact, Madam
Chairman, I find it quite fitting that
we’re debating this bill after observing
Memorial Day earlier in the week.

Working with Chairman CULBERSON
and the members of the subcommittee,
we’ve crafted a bill that will address
the funding needs of military construc-
tion and family housing for our troops
and their families, as well as other
quality of life construction projects. In
addition, it will provide funding for
many important VA programs as well
as agencies like the Veterans Court of
Appeals and the American Battle
Monuments Commission.

The bill before us today touches
every soldier, sailor, marine, and air-
man. In addition, the bill will also im-
pact military spouses, their children,
and every veteran that participates in
our VA programs.

I want to commend the chairman for
his work. Together, we sat through nu-
merous hearings, gaining valuable in-
sight into the workings of all of the
agencies under our subcommittee’s ju-
risdiction. I would also like to thank
all of our subcommittee members and
recognize them for their hard work on
the bill. We had a lot of contributions
and a lot of input. I believe that the
minority was treated fairly during this
process, and I want to thank the chair-
man for ensuring this bipartisan result.

Chairman CULBERSON has already
provided the funding highlights in the
bill, and I won’t repeat them all, but I
would like to point out a few items
that I think are very important.

DOD Schools. The bill before us
today includes $546 billion for the ren-
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ovation and replacement of 10 Depart-
ment of Defense schools. Madam Chair-
man, I believe that providing the funds
for DOD schools will help our service-
members’ children get a quality edu-
cation in a safe facility, and it will
give our servicemembers and their
families some peace of mind.

Medical Center Replacement. I was
pleased that in the bill we were able to
include $127 million for the second in-
crement for Medical Center Replace-
ment in Germany. As you know, a
large proportion of serious casualties
from the Iraq and Afghanistan theaters
are treated there, and I'm pleased to
see that we’re making this important
investment in Landstuhl.

Veterans Affairs. For Veterans Af-
fairs, I'm very pleased that the bill
meets the discretionary budget request
in all areas of administrative expenses,
research, medical care, information
technology, and facilities. The bill con-
tains $54.4 billion in advance appropria-
tions for medical services, medical sup-
port and compliance, and medical fa-
cilities at the VA, which is $1.9 billion
above the amount included in FY12.

Madam Chairman, I strongly believe
that advance funding provides timely
and predictable funding for the vet-
erans’ health care system, and they
don’t have to worry about the exigen-
cies of a budget not being agreed to or
appropriations bills not being passed
for their medical care.

Overall, the bill provides adequate
funding for programs included in the
bill. However, I'm especially troubled
by one of them. Unfortunately, during
the full committee markup an amend-
ment was adopted that essentially nul-
lifies the decisionmaking ability of the
Department of Defense to use a project
labor agreements business model. The
sponsor of this language believes that
it doesn’t limit the Department from
using PLAs. Unfortunately, that’s not
the case. I had the minority sub-
committee staff check with the De-
partment regarding this language. The
Department confirmed that if this bill
is enacted with the current PLA lan-
guage included, it would prohibit the
Department from soliciting bills for
FY13-funded construction contracts
where, as a condition of award, the
awardee must negotiate a project labor
agreement.

In addition, we do not know the ef-
fect this language could have on other
agencies included in this bill. Using the
Milcon-VA bill to address this issue is
really the wrong place to do it. This
language is purely an ideological and
political provision that goes well be-
yond the scope of this bill. The Milcon-
VA bill has always enjoyed broad bi-
partisan support and avoided divisive
issues like this one, no matter which
party held the gavel. I believe that in-
cluding this language will only cause
unnecessary complications and does
nothing to help our servicemembers
and our veterans.

Madam Chairman, please know that
as we continue through the process I
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will work to address this issue because
an item like this has no place in a bill
that has always placed our troops,
their families, and our veterans above
ideology.

Before I close, Madam Chairman, I
would like to recognize the staff for all
of the hard work and the time that
they have put into this bill. From the
minority committee staff I would like
to thank Matt Washington, Danny
Cromer, as well as Michael Reed and
Chris Chon from my personal office.
From the majority committee staff I
would like to thank Donna Shabazz,
Sue Quantius, Sarah Young, and Tra-
cey Russell.

I would also like to thank Mr. DICKS
and Mr. ROGERS, who serve as the dis-
tinguished ranking member and chair-
man of this committee and who set an
extremely great example of how com-
mittees and ranking members and
chairmen should work together.
There’s a collegial atmosphere, al-
though we do have reasonable minds
disagreeing on several of the issues.
But we work together collegially, and I
thank the chairman and the ranking
member, Mr. DIcCKS and Mr. ROGERS,
for their example in doing so.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. It’s my privilege
at this time to yield 5 minutes to the
chairman of the full committee, the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROG-
ERS).

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I thank
the chairman for yielding the time.

Madam Chair, I rise in support of this
bill. Earlier this week, we celebrated
Memorial Day—a day to commemorate
those warfighters who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the name of our great
Nation. I can think of no better bill to
take up this week in honor of those he-
roes.

O 1650

We know the risks our troops take to
fight for our freedom, and it’s the duty
of Congress to care for them accord-
ingly.

This bipartisan legislation ensures
that our troops and veterans have the
vital resources they need and deserve
to fight successfully, have a sufficient
quality of life, and stay healthy. This
bill is funded at the same level as last
year, $71.7 billion in discretionary
funding for construction efforts here
and abroad, and for veterans health,
job training, and disability and edu-
cation benefits programs.

Included in this total is $1.65 billion
for military family housing, ensuring
quality housing for more than 1.2 mil-
lion military families. Also included is
funding for the improvements of exist-
ing military medical facilities and the
continued construction of new ones to
ensure rapid and quality care for our
wounded troops.

As a result of savings from the
planned drawdowns in construction and
declining BRAC costs, as well as rescis-
sions of excess prior-year funds and
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other efficiencies, we were able to in-
crease spending on veterans health dis-
cretionary funding by more than $2 bil-
lion while holding the line on overall
spending.

But these increases were not without
stringent oversight. We know there are
areas where the VA can improve, so
we’ve required them to report on con-
struction expenditures and savings,
and restricted them from taking cer-
tain spending actions without telling
the Congress first. This bill continues
to implement our committee-wide—in-
deed, House-wide—mission to smart,
sustainable spending without nega-
tively impacting our warfighters or
vets.

You’ll see that this bill was written
very deliberately to most effectively
provide for our troops and our veterans
with the most careful and streamlined
use of taxpayer dollars.

I want to commend Chairman CUL-
BERSON and the ranking member, Mr.
BisHoP, for their dedication and mu-
tual respect as they crafted this legis-
lation. There’s not a subcommittee in
our full committee that has the kind of
cooperative spirit that this sub-
committee has. Their staff and the
members have worked hard and well to
ensure that we bring a great piece of
bipartisan legislation before the body
today.

Last but not least, I also want to
thank one former member of the sub-
committee staff specifically for his
tireless service, Tim Peterson, as he
embarks on his retirement after more
than 30 years of Federal service. Tim
was most recently the clerk of this
subcommittee, and as a member of the
appropriations staff, has worked on
veterans issue, among others, for al-
most 20 years. He also served on the
Defense Subcommittee for 6 years. Be-
fore joining the committee staff in
1989, Tim was a budget analyst in the
Office of the Navy Comptroller. Staff
and members of the committee alike
all agree that he was one of our best—
knowledgeable, accurate, always pro-
fessional.

He was a very calming presence. No
matter what was thrown his way, he al-
ways rose above the fray and the hard-
ships in order to get things done. His
expertise and dedication will be greatly
missed, and I thank him for his years
of service.

One thing I want to mention in clos-
ing, the chairman mentioned language
in the bill which I'm very grateful for
dealing with the sharing of medical
records between the DOD and the Vet-
erans Department. A few years ago, 2
or 3 years ago, I learned of a young sol-
dier in my district who was hit by an
IED in Iraq and was blinded in one eye
and had some vision in the other eye.
And when he was discharged, went to
the veterans hospital because he was
losing the vision of the other eye. They
were unable to help him because they
didn’t know what the military hospital
had done when they operated in his
forehead around his eyes, and they
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couldn’t get the records out of DOD at
the veterans hospital to help him with
his problem. The result was he lost his
remaining eyesight.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. CULBERSON. I yield the gen-
tleman an additional 1 minute.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. He lost
the vision of the second eye simply be-
cause the veterans hospital could not
get access to the military hospital
after he was injured, I assume, from
the hospital in Germany. That is unfor-
givable, that two Federal Agencies
both dealing with military and vet-
erans, can’t share records. And so the
language in the bill, which I am very
grateful to the chairman and the rank-
ing member for including, hopefully
will force these two Departments to
mesh these medical records so that we
can save lives and save veterans and
soldiers from untold misery.

As we remember those who lost their
lives in battle, Madam Chair, we are re-
minded that we can provide our Na-
tion’s troops, our veterans, our mili-
tary families, with the programs and
services they have earned as a result of
their service and sacrifice. So I urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. At this time
I'd like to yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. DiIicks), the distinguished
ranking member of the full committee.

Mr. DICKS. Madam Chair, I rise in
support of the Fiscal Year 2013 Military
Construction and Veterans Administra-
tion Appropriation bill. This bill con-
tinues the strong tradition of biparti-
sanship and finding common ground as
members traditionally work together
to fund construction of military facili-
ties and strive to improve the quality
of life and care afforded to our veterans
and military families.

I want to associate myself with the
remarks made by Chairman ROGERS
about Tim Peterson. He was and has
been one of our outstanding clerks on
the committee. I have had the pleasure
of working with him throughout his
entire career, and we’re going to miss
him, but wish him well in his future
endeavors.

I also would say that this sub-
committee has a very strong staff, and
it’s great to see the way Chairman
CULBERSON and Ranking Member SAN-
FORD BISHOP have worked together.

And I want to say also that Chairman
ROGERS is absolutely correct, we have
to overcome this inability to get infor-
mation between our military and vet-
erans hospitals, and the private sector
as well. We’ve got to do everything we
can to improve the treatment of our
troops.

| have previously stated my objection to the
Majority’s decision to renege on the bipartisan
agreement that was reached less than a year
ago in the Budget Control Act. | believe the re-
duced discretionary allocation in the Ryan
budget threatens to stall economic growth and
job creation, and in the near term it introduces
uncertainty in our appropriations process that
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imperils our ability to produce these bills in a
timely manner. Accordingly, it is my belief that
we could save a considerable amount of time
in the appropriations process if we simply re-
turned to the agreement reached last Au-
gust—the $1.047 trillion allocation level for this
year—a level which even the Republican Sen-
ate leadership concedes is where we will
eventually end up.

| am, however, encouraged that this bill fully
funds the Department of Veterans Affairs dis-
cretionary budget request of $60.7 billion. It
meets the overall budget request in all areas
of administrative expenses, research, informa-
tion technology and facilities. The rec-
ommendation contains $74.6 billion for the
mandatory VA programs providing compensa-
tion and pensions, educational benefits, voca-
tional rehabilitation, life insurance and housing
loan programs.

| am particularly pleased that the Military
Construction account includes $546.9 million
for construction and replacement of Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity schools. A
total of 10 schools will be refurbished with this
funding—six in the United States and nine
schools at overseas installations. Many of
these schools are in exceedingly poor condi-
tion and these improvements are long over-
due. | have been a strong advocate for the
modernization of schools serving the children
of our nation’s service members and | com-
mend the Chairman and Ranking Member on
their commitment to this effort.

In addition, this bill continues to ensure that
we are providing high-quality, safe, and
healthy living accommodations for our single
military members. Many of the older barracks
in the military are at the end of their 30 to 50-
year design life cycle and do not meet current
design standards or current building codes.
This bill includes $927 million for 21 barracks,
dormitories, and bachelor enlisted quarters
that will address substandard living conditions
and boost morale among our troops. While
this bill makes significant progress in address-
ing current deficiencies, it does not address all
the housing shortfalls for our single service
members. The quality of our installations is a
measure of the nation’s commitment to the
troops who defend it, and we must continue to
improve the substandard conditions of the mili-
tary’s barracks, dormitories, and bachelor
quarters in the future. | encourage the Depart-
ment of Defense to continue to replace these
facilities in a timely manner.

There is one provision in the bill that con-
cerns me. During full committee consideration,
an amendment was passed that would restrict
the use of Project Labor Agreements on mili-
tary construction projects. Current policy gives
the Defense Department the option to choose
whether a PLA is appropriate for a particular
project—whether it will save money or accel-
erate construction schedules at the govern-
ment’s convenience. An amendment will be of-
fered on the floor later today to remove this
harmful language and | encourage my col-
leagues to vote for it.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chair, at
this time I would like to yield 2 min-
utes to my good friend, the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. NUNNELEE).

Mr. NUNNELEE. Madam Chair, I rise
in support of this legislation and com-
mend Chairman CULBERSON and Rank-
ing Member BISHOP on their work and
the subcommittee on this bill.
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Earlier this week, we remembered
Memorial Day and many of us around
the Nation gave words in recognition of
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice
in defense of freedom. It is altogether
fitting and proper that we would do
that, but our words need to be backed
up with actions. This bill provides the
action that backs up our words.

In hearings before the subcommittee,
we heard from Marine Corps Sergeant
Major Michael Barrett; and in his testi-
mony, his phrase echoed in my mind.
He said keeping the faith goes both
ways.

Well, our Constitution makes it clear
that the obligation of our Federal Gov-
ernment is to provide for the common
defense. This bill keeps the faith for
those men and women who are pro-
viding for that common defense. We
make sure that our military has the re-
sources and the facilities needed to
train, to house, to educate their fami-
lies, to equip our servicemembers. But
it also makes sure that we have the re-
sources to provide health care and ben-
efits to those veterans who have
served. And to make it quite clear,
we’re not giving those veterans any-
thing. They have earned every bit of it.
They honored their commitment. It’s
important that the Nation honor our
commitment back to them.

And while this bill keeps the faith
with our military, it also keeps the
faith with the taxpayers. We’re doing
our part to curb spending by funding
those Departments at a more respon-
sible and effective-use level. It provides
an increase in funding for veterans
health care; but by cutting military
construction, we provide level funding,
and that’s a responsible thing to do.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. At this time
I’'m happy to yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).
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Ms. LEE of California. First let me
thank you, Congressman BISHOP, for
yielding time, and also for your very
thoughtful and steady leadership as
our ranking member on this Appropria-
tions Subcommittee. We appreciate
your leadership.

Also, I want to thank the chairman
and, again, our ranking member for
your bipartisan efforts, and also for in-
cluding language in this bill which
would require the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to report to Congress de-
tailed plans to eliminate the backlog
and improve the accuracy of the claims
process within 6 months.

I introduced this language because,
first, I just have to say, as the daugh-
ter of a military veteran, I know first-
hand the sacrifices and the commit-
ment involved with military service.
But let me say this: It is just totally
unacceptable and shameful to force the
very people who put their lives on the
line to wait months—and, in some
cases, years—to receive the benefits
that they have earned.

Last week, I joined with my col-
league, Congresswoman JACKIE SPEIER,
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and over 200 veterans at an event to ad-
dress the backlog at the Oakland Vet-
erans Affairs regional office. We lis-
tened to the veterans as they came up
to speak one by one with a story and a
struggle. The pain and suffering of
these veterans, it was overwhelming. I
wish, Mr. Chairman and Mr. Ranking
Member, you could have been there to
listen to this testimony. Hopefully,
we’ll be able to share some of that with
you and with the subcommittee be-
cause this language that we put in
really will address many of the issues
that were raised.

For example, I heard one of my con-
stituents say that he waited 6 months
just for the paperwork and spent an-
other 2 years waiting for the Oakland
Veterans Affairs office to consider his
request to upgrade his disability rating
for posttraumatic stress. This young
man sacrificed a great deal going over-
seas to fight for our country, and yet
now he has been asked to put his life
on hold—really, just on hold—until his
claim is processed. There are thousands
of other stories just like his where vet-
erans are waiting an average of 320
days to see some relief.

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I yield the
gentlelady an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. LEE of California. I just want to
conclude by saying, now the VA is say-
ing that they will reduce this backlog
and improve accuracy by 2015, but
waiting 3 more years is really quite un-
acceptable. Veterans in my district and
throughout the country cannot wait
any longer, Madam Chair. These vet-
erans served our country when we
needed them, and it’s our responsi-
bility as a Nation to be there when
they need us.

So I want to thank you again for in-
serting this language into the bill, and
hopefully this will be the beginning of
some justice for these veterans who de-
serve it.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
I want to assure my colleague from
California and all the Members, and all
the members of the military tonight
listening, if you have retired recently,
our subcommittee is going to really
bore in on this and make sure that the
claims backlog is dealt with, that it’s
done expeditiously. Obviously, we want
to make sure that these men and
women who, again, have earned every-
thing that this country can possibly
give them, to make their life com-
fortable and secure, to make sure that
their health is taken care of, that that
claims backlog is dealt with.

I also want to reassure my col-
leagues—and I know that we’ve got a
rapt audience at the Veterans Adminis-
tration here tonight as well—that we
are going to really bore in on this med-
ical records problem. It is utterly unac-
ceptable for Federal bureaucracies to
not work together on something as vi-
tally important as medical records.

The example that Chairman ROGERS
gave us of a young man who lost his
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eyesight because of a bureaucratic in-
adequacy and just foolishness is just
not acceptable. We had another story
of a young man who actually lost his
life in BILL YOUNG’s district, Chairman
YouNGg of Florida. So we’re going to
make sure that those issues are dealt
with, and again, to make sure that our
men and women in uniform don’t ever
have to look over their shoulder to
worry about what the United States
Congress has done to support them.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. At this time
I'd like to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. I certainly want to
thank the ranking member for yield-
ing. I want to thank my good friend
from Texas, Chairman CULBERSON,
thank both of them for this bipartisan
approach.

Mr. Chairman, contract and other
non-VA medical providers play a vital
part in the VA medical system, pro-
viding veterans medical services
throughout the State of Texas and the
United States where the VA doesn’t
currently operate VA-run and -staffed
facilities.

Despite the critical role that they
play throughout Texas, many of these
providers in my south Texas district
are experiencing continuing issues with
receiving timely compensation for
services rendered. Many of the past-due
claims are well over 60 days past due.

Non-VA medical providers are dedi-
cated to providing the highest quality
medical care possible to the veterans,
providing them choice; however, they
operate on a fee basis and rely on time-
ly compensation for services rendered
to continue to operate. If these pro-
viders are unable to receive timely
payment from the VA, economic re-
ality will eventually force them to stop
providing services to the veterans.

A factor that further complicates
this situation is the VA’s overall lack
of responsiveness to inquiries from
medical providers and even Members of
Congress about past-due medical pay-
ments.

Mr. CULBERSON. Will
tleman yield?

Mr. CUELLAR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, Mr. CUELLAR.
Absolutely, we’re going to bore in on
this.

MD Anderson, of course, is one of the
Nation’s greatest cancer centers. We
have had complaints and concerns ex-
pressed to my office about the slow pay
of the Veterans’ Administration for
MD Anderson’s treatment of VA pa-
tients. And absolutely, we’re going to
get to the bottom of it. There’s just no
excuse for it.

If services have been rendered—and
clearly, MD Anderson, again, if you're
lucky enough to be treated by MD An-
derson, they’re the greatest in the
world. We’re going to make sure that
they’re paid promptly. I understand
that MD Anderson is currently owed
over $1 million. It’s just unacceptable.
We’ll do everything we can to help.

the gen-
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The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I yield the
gentleman an additional 30 seconds.

Mr. CUELLAR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. CULBERSON. I also want to be
sure to thank my colleague from Texas
(Mr. CUELLAR) and say how much I've
enjoyed working with him over the
years in securing our border in Texas.
We’ve got language in the bill, which
Mr. CUELLAR suggested, to encourage
the Army National Guard to work with
our Border Patrol and law enforcement
authorities on the border in a coopera-
tive way to ensure that the laws are
enforced because, of course, we want
that border to work securely and fairly
so we get that strong economic growth
back and forth while keeping out the
criminals and gunrunners. HENRY,
you’ve been a leader in this effort to
secure the border, and it’s a privilege
to work with you on this

Mr. CUELLAR. Thank you,
Chairman and ranking member.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
at this time I'd like to yield 2 minutes
to my good friend from Kansas (Mr.
YODER).

Mr. YODER. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

I just want to join the chorus of
those who appreciate the work done on
the Military Construction-Veterans Af-
fairs Committee. The work by Chair-
man CULBERSON and Ranking Member
BISHOP is a true spirit of bipartisan-
ship, and it shows what we’re capable
of when we work together towards a
common goal.

It’s hard to think of an issue more
important than honoring our Nation’s
veterans, those men and women who
stood in the field of battle, who as-
sumed the call of duty, served admi-
rably, protecting our Nation and pro-
tecting freedom and liberty around the
world. So this committee and this ap-
propriations bill is important to me.

As a freshman member of the com-
mittee, I can think of no better place
than to be in a position to help advo-
cate for our men and women who serve
the country. After that service is con-
cluded, it’s our responsibility as a Na-
tion to honor that commitment by en-
suring that the benefits are high qual-
ity and are there, and that the access
is available to those whom it was
promised to.

I commend the committee for work-
ing with the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment and other areas of the govern-
ment to find and ensure that our con-
stituents and folks across this country
who served receive the benefits they
were promised, and they receive the ac-
cess and quality and all sorts of things,
from physical to mental health care, to
our facilities, making sure they’re
quality facilities, renovated, and that
the men and women receive the care
that was promised, because these bene-
fits are earned, not given. That’s a
topic I think that’s very near and dear
to these veterans is that these services

Mr.
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were earned in the field of battle. They
were earned through service, and it is
our responsibility and our duty to
honor that commitment.

So I look forward to continuing to
work with the committee, look forward
to working with Members of both par-
ties as we continue to do all that we
can. And I join the efforts of the chair-
man to ensure that resources are going
to the proper spots, that it’s being done
quickly and adequately, and that we
don’t have veterans waiting and wait-
ing forever to get the services they
were promised. It’s our duty and re-
sponsibility to honor that commit-
ment, and I am here to stand in strong
support of the budget that the com-
mittee has put together today.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. At this time,
Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
at this time I'd like to yield such time
as he might consume to the distin-
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. ALTMIRE) for the purpose of a col-
loquy.

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Chairman, let
me thank Chairman CULBERSON for his
excellent work on this important bill
which funds our Nation’s military con-
struction projects and provides support
to the infrastructure that serves our
Nation’s veterans.
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The Veterans Affairs campus located
in Butler, Pennsylvania, provides crit-
ical health care services to veterans
across western Pennsylvania. Two
yvears ago I worked with my colleagues
to provide $8.5 million to make im-
provements to the campus to ensure
the veterans in our community receive
the best care in the most up-to-date fa-
cilities.

Despite these improvements, the VA
has plans to move forward with con-
struction of an offsite health care cen-
ter. And while this is a laudable initia-
tive by the VA, many veterans in our
community are worried that the con-
struction of this new center will lead
to the elimination of services that are
currently available to them at the But-
ler VA, which is a valuable asset to the
community relied upon by veterans
throughout western Pennsylvania.

Valid questions about the rationale
behind constructing a new facility have
been raised in the veterans’ commu-
nity, and their input should be heard.
Any new, offsite facility should com-
plement, not replace services currently
provided at the Butler VA campus. My
colleagues and I will continue to mon-
itor this issue to ensure the highest
quality services to veterans will con-
tinue to be provided at that facility
now and in the future.

I yield to the Representative of the
Butler VA facility, my friend, Con-
gressman MIKE KELLY.

Mr. KELLY. Madam Chairman, I
thank the chairman for the hard work
on this vital appropriations bill.

I met with some veterans back in
Butler on Tuesday morning, and their
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concern is with the Butler campus and
the building of a new health care cen-
ter. Now, here’s where the questions
come. Specifically, they want to know
why the VA would build a brand new,
$16 million health care center while the
existing facility, Building Number 1,
was recently renovated, upgraded, and
provides roughly 70,000 more square
feet than the new health care center.

The decision to build the new health
care center was done with no public
hearing, which the VA readily admits.
And according to local veterans, the
VA failed to provide a forum for their
input.

Now, veterans in my district would
like to be reassured that the services
they currently receive will be met and
exceeded without any disruption in
continuity. Many would like to know
why a new facility is being built when
the current facilities could have been
further upgraded, and the potential
savings could have been used to im-
prove the quality of the service pro-
vided.

The VA should respond to the vet-
eran community with reassurances
that the care and service at the Butler
VA is being enhanced, not diminished
by the construction of a new health
care center.

Mr. CULBERSON. Will
tleman yield?

Mr. ALTMIRE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
my colleagues from Pennsylvania raise
a really important issue that abso-
lutely the subcommittee will look into.
It’s a constant source of concern for us
to see Federal agencies waste our con-
stituents’ precious tax dollars for, it
appears to me from the way you’ve de-
scribed it, possible elimination of ex-
isting good service, duplication of ex-
isting service, and unnecessary expend-
iture of tax dollars.

We will work very closely with you
and do all that we can to help make
sure that the veterans that you rep-
resent are being given the very best
possible health care at the best value
for taxpayers.

Thank you very much.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
I yield 2 minutes to a friend and col-
league from Texas, Judge JOHN CAR-
TER.

Mr. CARTER. Madam Chairman, I
thank the distinguished chairman of
the Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs Appropriations Sub-
committee, on which I have the joy to
serve, and I commend him on a great
product, and I commend Mr. BISHOP on
a great product.

Madam Chair, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5854, the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs appropriations
bill. This bill is very important be-
cause it takes care of our soldiers and
our warriors, wherever they may be,
their families, and the Nation’s vet-
erans.

the gen-
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This bill ensures our warriors and
their families will have quality hous-
ing, schools, medical and dental facili-
ties, training facilities and much,
much more. In fact, this bill provides a
recommendation of over $546 million
for the construction or replacement of
DOD education activities and schools.

As a consequence, what we appro-
priate with this bill is a peace of mind
dividend to our warriors because
they’re like parents everywhere: you've
got to worry about your kids and their
schools when you’re away doing your
job. So this is an indication by us that
our Nation cares for our soldiers and
our warriors, wherever they may be,
and want to provide the best.

Madam Chair, this bill is a good bill.
And yet, it meets the obligations we
have to these warriors, and we stay
within our projected view that it’s
time for us to keep a close eye on and
squeeze every budget to make sure that
we’re saving the taxpayers’ dollars.

Chairman CULBERSON has been a war-
rior on behalf of those savings and,
joined by Mr. BISHOP, they have pro-
duced a good product, one that is wor-
thy of this Congress and worthy of this
country. And I'm glad to have had a
small part in that.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
at this time I'd like to engage in a col-
loquy with the distinguished chairman
of the House Transportation Com-
mittee, Mr. MIcA of Florida. I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman for that pur-
pose.

Mr. MICA. Thank you so much, Mr.
CULBERSON, for yielding to me. I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding for the
purpose of this colloquy.

Madam Chairman, as you may know,
the new Veterans’ Administration Med-
ical Center under construction in cen-
tral Florida has experienced some seri-
ous delays and possible cost overruns
that have raised significant concerns
for Florida veterans who have earned
and deserve this facility.

With Florida’s growing veteran popu-
lation and more veterans returning to
our State from current conflicts, this
facility is, in fact, key to keeping our
pledge to aid those who served our Na-
tion. It is important to clearly state
the intent and the serious commitment
of Congress that this new facility
should be completed as soon as pPoOs-
sible, and also make certain that we do
everything in our power to ensure that
the Federal resources necessary are
available to complete that project.

Is this your intent?

Mr. CULBERSON. Will
tleman yield?

Mr. MICA. I yield to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, absolutely,
Chairman MIcA. We’re going to ensure
that there are enough Federal re-
sources to complete that veterans fa-
cility, but also to ensure that we’re
good stewards of the treasury and that
our tax dollars are spent wisely and

the gen-
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carefully. And we’re going to make cer-
tain that the VA is not wasting money
and not engaging in cost overruns, sir.

Mr. MICA. Well, thank you. And I'm
so appreciative of your commitment
and support. This is very important to
our veterans, and we are most appre-
ciative of the commitment you’ve
made to central Florida and those that
have served our Nation, not only on
this, but all the projects.

Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, Chair-
man MICA. You’ve been a stalwart lead-
er on behalf of veterans for many years
here in Congress. And thank you for
bringing this to our attention. The sub-
committee is going to give it our full
attention and make sure that facility
is built in a way that’s cost effective
and takes care of your veterans.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Chairman, we have no more speakers. I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
as we wrap up the opening part of this
bill, I think it’s important to point out
to the Members of the House, to the
country, that this is the third appro-
priations bill that has been brought to
the House floor under the leadership of
Chairman ROGERS, the third appropria-
tions bill that we’ve brought up as a
new majority in the House. And this, to
my knowledge, is the first time in
American history that there have been
three successive spending bills in a
TOW.

Mr.
yield?

Mr. CULBERSON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Washington.

Mr. DICKS. I know the gentleman
wouldn’t want to mislead the House.
This is the second bill. We’re going to
get to the third bill, but this is number

DICKS. Will the gentleman

2.

Mr. CULBERSON. What I was re-
membering, my good friend, Mr. DICKS,
is when we first came in the spring, I
think there was an omnibus bill that
had to be dealt with.

Mr. DICKS. That was last year. H.R.
1. We remember it. It was 800 amend-
ments, 600 on your side, 200 on our side.

Mr. CULBERSON. What we’ve done, I
know on this committee, is work arm-
in-arm to find ways to solve the Na-
tion’s problems.

Mr. DICKS. We’re going to get the
third one up tomorrow or maybe to-
night even.

Mr. CULBERSON. We are indeed.
We’re going to finish this bill tonight,
Mr. Dicks. But it’s important to point
out, I think, that Chairman ROGERS de-
serves a great deal of credit. This com-
mittee has worked. We have searched
every nook and cranny we can of the
Federal budget under our jurisdiction
to save every possible dollar we can,
and this is the first time, certainly in
my memory and my knowledge of
American history, that we’ve had mul-
tiple appropriations bills in a row that
have reduced Federal spending.
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Our constituents want us to do, obvi-
ously, far more. Yet when it comes to
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the military, when it comes to Vet-
erans Affairs, we have worked arm in
arm to save every possible dollar while
at the same time preserving the qual-
ity of care for our veterans in the VA
health care system. Then, in the armed
services of the United States, when
they’re in uniform, we have made cer-
tain that all of their needs are taken
care of when it comes to housing, when
it comes to the education of their kids,
when it comes to the caliber of the fa-
cilities that they have to live and work
in. So it is our privilege to bring this
bill to the House tonight in a bipar-
tisan fashion.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FARR. Madam Chair, this past week-
end, we remembered the patriotic sacrifice of
those that have lost their lives in service to our
country, and, today we renew our commitment
to keep our promise to the nation’s more than
2 million troops and reservists, their families,
22.2 million veterans, and 35.5 million family
members of living veterans or survivors of de-
ceased veterans.

This committee has a strong history of work-
ing in a bipartisan way to produce a bill that
supports our active duty servicemembers, our
veterans and their families, and this bill is no
exception.

| commend the Chairman and Ranking
Member for their hard work in ensuring that
this bill is another significant step in fulfilling
the promise our country made to leave no vet-
eran behind.

For example, the Office of the Inspector
General recently filed a report that identified
weaknesses in the VA’s mental health care
system. With the mental health needs of our
returning servicemembers increasing, it is vital
that the VA get this right.

The bill before us today provides resources
to implement the recommendations of the OIG
to provide timely access to mental health care
services. We have an obligation to take care
of our veterans’ physical AND mental health,
and | am glad this bill recognizes that critical
fact.

Additionally, | am pleased to see that this
bill again emphasizes the needs of our vet-
erans in rural areas. The National Cemetery
Administration has stated that 10% of all vet-
erans will not have access to a burial option
in a national, State or tribal cemetery within 75
miles of their home.

While the strategy to extend services to
some rural veterans outlined in the 2013
budget request is a good first step, it fails to
address a long term strategy to fix this prob-
lem. This bill instructs the VA to correct this
oversight and, on behalf of Central Coast vet-
erans, | look forward to the Secretary’s report
on the VA’s long term strategy to address the
burial needs to rural veterans.

| would note that while this bill is $13.2 bil-
lion above last year's enact level, it is also
$259 million less than the President’s request.
While | am glad to see this bill has been pro-
tected from Ryan budget cuts, | strongly be-
lieve this Congress needs to get back to the
balanced approach we agreed to in the bipar-
tisan Budget Control Act.

Mr. MORAN. Madam Chair, | move to strike
the last word.

It seems Republicans are incapable of legis-
lating without exacting a toll from federal em-
ployees.
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Earlier this year, in order to prevent a Social
Security tax increase on all Americans, House
Republicans insisted that future federal em-
ployees nearly quadruple the amount they
contribute to their own retirement.

Without a corresponding increase in bene-
fits, the larger contribution was simply a pay
cut.

After the tax extenders bill, Republicans
sought a toll from federal employees on the
Transportation Reauthorization bill.

That bill’'s price for federal employees was a
1.5 percent reduction of agencies’ contribution
to their retirement benefit.

Federal employees would have been forced
to make up the difference—again, a pay cut.

The most egregious attack, unsurprisingly,
came from the Budget Resolution offered by
Mr. RYAN.

Mr. RYAN’s budget directed the House Over-
sight and Government Reform committee to
indentify nearly $80 billion in “savings” from
federal employee benefit programs over a ten
year window.

The committee recommended increasing re-
tirement contributions by 5 percent with no
corresponding increase in benefits for all cur-
rent federal employees, immediately increas-
ing retirement contributions to 5.8 percent for
all new federal employees, and eliminating the
Social Security supplement for all federal em-
ployees who retire before becoming eligible for
their earned Social Security benefit.

And just today, it was revealed that the Re-
publican Leadership has proposed using fed-
eral compensation cuts to offset a student
loan rate reduction extension. What a shame.

This evening | rise to speak against the fed-
eral employee cuts contained in the underlying
bill.

The MILCON/VA bill would freeze the pay of
some 305,000 civilian employees of the Vet-
erans Administration and some DoD employ-
ees for a third consecutive year.

It is astounding that Members of this body
would stand up this evening and proclaim the
solemn debt our country owes to our veterans
knowing this bill cuts the benefits of those who
treat and care for our retired servicemembers.

Today there are approximately 100,000
homeless veterans. VA employees work every
day to reduce that tragedy and as a reward
this body will freeze their pay.

According to the most recent reports, vet-
eran unemployment has actually dropped
below the national average.

The VA counselors that assist veterans in
their search for employment undoubtedly de-
serve some recognition for this trend.

To thank them, this body will again try to
freeze their pay.

Finally, an estimated one in five veterans
from our conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan will
return home with some type of post-traumatic
stress disorder.

Mental health providers and counselors in
the VA and DoD will treat these wounded war-
riors.

In fiscal year 2013, if this body gets its way,
they will see no increase in their pay.

The United States has unarguably the great-
est civil service in the world.

Republican attacks against civil servants are
unwarranted, unjustified, and extremely dis-
appointing.

Every day, federal employees provide vital
services that help keep our nation healthy,
safe and strong.
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| strongly oppose the federal employee cuts
contained in this bill.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the Chair may accord pri-
ority in recognition to a Member offer-
ing an amendment who has caused it to
be printed in the designated place in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Those
amendments will be considered read.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5854

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2013, and
for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $1,820,323,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2017: Provided, That of this
amount, not to exceed $80,173,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, naval installations, facilities,
and real property for the Navy and Marine
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $1,551,217,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That of
this amount, not to exceed $102,619,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of Navy de-
termines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as
currently authorized by law, $388,200,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2017:
Provided, That of this amount, not to exceed
$18,635,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of Air Force determines that addi-
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tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, installations, facilities, and
real property for activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $3,569,623,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017: Provided, That
such amounts of this appropriation as may
be determined by the Secretary of Defense
may be transferred to such appropriations of
the Department of Defense available for
military construction or family housing as
the Secretary may designate, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $315,562,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Secretary of Defense de-
termines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That,
of the amount appropriated, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, $26,969,000 shall
be available for payments to the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization for the planning,
design, and construction of a new North At-
lantic Treaty Organization headquarters.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR.
BLUMENAUER

Mr. BLUMENAUER. 1
amendment to offer.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 4, line 14, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘“(reduced by
$10,000,000)(increased by $10,000,000).

Page 4, line 23, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$10,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. The gentleman from Or-
egon is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I commend
Chairman CULBERSON and Ranking
Member BISHOP for their outstanding
work and leadership on this appropria-
tions bill. It provides for our veterans,
for our military families, and it makes
great strides for greater energy effi-
ciency on military installations.

But I think it might be able to go
farther.

My amendment would strengthen
military national security and save
taxpayers money by decreasing the
Pentagon’s energy consumption. The
amendment would simply align the
House bill with the Senate mark for
the Energy Conservation Investment
Program, ECIP, by providing an addi-
tional $10 million for planning and de-
sign.

The Department of Defense is the
largest manager of infrastructure in
the United States and the largest con-
sumer of energy in the world, using
over 300,000 barrels of oil per day and
almost 4 billion kilowatt hours of elec-
tricity per year.

have an
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That’s as much energy as the entire
State of Oregon, which I call home.

The Pentagon operates 500 installa-
tions with over a half million buildings
and structures worldwide. Given the
size and scope of our military’s infra-
structure, it’s not surprising to find
that the Department of Defense ac-
counts for more than 70 percent of all
energy consumed by the entire Federal
Government.

I believe that the Pentagon and Con-
gress have an obligation to taxpayers,
who foot the Pentagon’s bill of $17 bil-
lion a year, which is spent on gasoline
and diesel fuel, to not only decrease
the military’s overall level of energy
consumption through efficiency ef-
forts, but to move towards greater en-
ergy independence from the petro-dic-
tators.

It’s a necessity for our continued na-
tional security, that of freeing our
military from the tethers of foreign oil
as resources grow scarcer and suppliers
more unstable. It’s also an obligation
for anyone who is serious about cutting
our national debt. Every $10 increase in
the price of petroleum costs the Pen-
tagon an extra $1.3 billion a year on
top of what we’re already spending.

There are alternatives. There are so-
lutions.

Congress needs to act by providing
the resources and the authorities the
Pentagon needs because ‘‘supporting
our troops’” means securing their en-
ergy future. In some cases, Congress
simply needs to stand out of the way so
that the Pentagon can continue mak-
ing progress. The $160 million in the
Senate bill is only a drop in the giant
gasoline can if it is not accompanied by
a significant investment in alternative
energy sources for use by the military.
Leaders in the Pentagon and our vet-
erans returning home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan stand behind the idea of
making the military leaner and mean-
er by reducing its reliance on fossil
fuel.

Speaking in reference to this amend-
ment, Mike Breen, a veteran and vice
president of the Truman National Se-
curity Project, said:

As an Operation Free veteran and former
captain in Iraq and Afghanistan, I saw first-
hand that we have a 2lst-century military
shackled to a 20th-century fuel. All of our ci-
vilian leaders must match the military’s
commitment and stop putting shortsighted
politics ahead of good policy.

But some colleagues are tied to the
past, and they’ve scuttled any and all
efforts to provide for greater efficiency
and alternatives in military vehicles.

The amendment I offer today must be
accompanied by future investment in
sustainable fuels in the military, and I
hope my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle will recognize that the only way
to truly sustain a strong military and
achieve energy independence is to
stand up for these investments, not
only today, but in future appropria-
tions as well.

I thank the chair and ranking mem-
ber of the subcommittee for their hard
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work. This appropriations bill puts us
closer to where we need to be, and I
hope they will join me in making this
last push. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. I rise to accept the
gentleman’s amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Texas is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Chairman,
the gentleman’s amendment seeks to
increase by $10 million the Department
of Defense’s investment in planning
and design funds for the Energy Con-
servation Investment Program, which
is certainly a worthwhile program. I
accept the amendment, but I cannot
stand idly by when I hear the gen-
tleman refer to energy independence.

There is no greater energy independ-
ence for America than a ‘‘drill here and
drill now’ for American energy re-
sources. I proudly represent the west
side of Houston. My neighbors, my
friends, my colleagues are geo-
physicists and engineers who have kids
in school and who play at the beach.
I've grown up on the Galveston seawall
while watching oil and gas rigs right
off the shore. We can produce American
oil and gas cleanly, safely, imme-
diately, creating hundreds of thousands
of jobs, vast wealth for the Nation and
making America energy independent in
the short run and in the medium run.

Clearly, we need to make invest-
ments in the future for alternative
sources of energy, and I certainly agree
with the gentleman from Oregon about
the need to make investments looking
out into the future. Rice University,
which I also proudly represent, is doing
extraordinary work in developing ways
of using carbon nanostructures to
transmit electricity ballistically so
that we can transmit, store, and trans-
port electricity in ways that were
never possible before. That holds the
promise of making America energy
independent, but that’s way down the
road.

I do have to say that, while I support
the gentleman’s amendment, I feel
compelled to point out, if you would
just unleash the entrepreneurship, the
good judgment and the extraordinary
technological capability, then the peo-
ple of America, many of whom I proud-
ly represent in west Houston, would be
able to produce vast amounts of Amer-
ican o0il and gas right here in the
United States immediately. It would be
a tremendous boost to the Nation’s
economy, making America energy
independent in the short run. Clearly,
because we’ve got enough shale gas, we
could, frankly, support ourselves on
shale gas and oil for who knows how
long.

I do agree with the gentleman: for
the long term, we do need to look at
energy alternatives. Certainly, with re-
gard to the Department of Defense,
you’ve reduced one account by $10 mil-
lion and plussed up this account by $10
million so that the overall cost of the
bill does not go up. I do accept the gen-
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tleman’s amendment, but I have a re-
spectful disagreement with the premise
of his argument.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I move to
strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentleman is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Chairman, I agree with the gentleman
that the Department of Defense should
be doing all that it can to reduce en-
ergy costs and to help us be energy
independent. The Energy Conservation
Investment Program is a fairly small,
but key, component of the Defense De-
partment’s energy strategy.
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The goals are to improve supply re-
siliency, implement energy security
plans, and alter energy consumption at
individual installations. Investing in
this small program helps the Depart-
ment to reduce its energy costs and
help meet its facility energy mandates.

The Department has been funding
ECIP as far back as 2001, and the com-
mittee has seen great progress on en-
ergy savings. For example, at Fort
Liggett, they are building a 1l-mega-
watt solar grid which will help that in-
stallation ease its energy consumption.

ECIP is a cost-saving program 1
think all Members should be happy to
support. Therefore, I urge all Members
to vote ‘‘yes’” on this amendment, and
I'm delighted that the chairman has
accepted it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER).

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army National Guard, and contributions
therefor, as authorized by law, $613,799,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2017:
Provided, That of the amount appropriated,
not to exceed $26,622,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Director of the Army National
Guard determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and no-
tifies the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by law, $42,386,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That of the amount appropriated, not
to exceed $4,000,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Director of the Air National Guard
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.
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Mr. HOLT. I move to strike the last
word, Madam Chair.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
New Jersey is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Chair, our Nation
just marked another Memorial Day at
war and another year in which the epi-
demic of suicides of our country’s serv-
icemembers and veterans continues. In
April of this year, The New York
Times’ columnist Nick Kristof noted
that for every American lost on the
battlefield, about 25 servicemembers
and veterans are dying by their own
hands. These are silent casualties of
war. And if we’re to stop the epidemic,
we must recognize it.

I want to thank the ranking member,
Representative BISHOP of Georgia, and
the subcommittee chair, Representa-
tive CULBERSON, for their recognition
that continued funding for suicide pre-
vention and outreach programs for our
veterans must be a national priority.
I’'m pleased that the committee looked
favorably on my request and included
an additional $20 million for suicide
prevention outreach programs, includ-
ing social media in this bill. This is the
second year in a row that the House
has taken this step because the admin-
istration and the VA have yet to create
a dedicated programmatic funding
stream for suicide prevention and out-
reach.

Let me take this opportunity to urge
the administration and our President
to direct the Office of Management and
Budget to create such a dedicated fund-
ing stream for such programs. Our sui-
cide prevention response must be co-
ordinated and must be funded properly
over the lifetime of our veterans, be-
cause this is not a problem that will go
away once the guns fall silent.

I thank my colleagues on the com-
mittee for all they have done to craft a
bill that will help provide the services
that our veterans need and deserve.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army Reserve as authorized by Ilaw,
$305,846,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That of the amount
appropriated, not to exceed $15,951,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Chief of the Army Re-
serve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine
Corps as authorized by law, $49,532,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That of the amount appropriated, not
to exceed $2,118,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of the Navy determines
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that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE
For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air Force Reserve as authorized by law,
$10,979,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That of the amount
appropriated, not to exceed $2,879,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Re-
serve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM
For the United States share of the cost of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities
and installations (including international
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and
Military Construction Authorization Acts,
$254,163,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY
For expenses of family housing for the
Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $4,641,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ARMY
For expenses of family housing for the
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law,
$530,051,000.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS
For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition,
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $102,182,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS
For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $378,230,000.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE
For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $83,824,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2017.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE
For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and
insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$497,829,000.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE
For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of

May 31, 2012

Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized
by law, $52,238,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING

IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family
Housing Improvement Fund, $1,786,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code,
providing alternative means of acquiring and
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities.

CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CONSTRUCTION,
DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of construction, not other-
wise provided for, necessary for the destruc-
tion of the United States stockpile of lethal
chemical agents and munitions in accord-
ance with section 1412 of the Department of
Defense Authorization Act, 1986 (50 U.S.C.
15621), and for the destruction of other chem-
ical warfare materials that are not in the
chemical weapon stockpile, as currently au-
thorized by law, $151,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017, which shall be
only for the Assembled Chemical Weapons
Alternatives program.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE
ACCOUNT 1990

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account 1990, established
by section 2906(a)(1) of the Defense Base Clo-
sure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C.
2687 note), $349,396,000, to remain available
until expended.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE
ACCOUNT 2005

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account 2005, established
by section 2906A(a)(1) of the Defense Base
Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10
U.S.C. 2687 note), $126,697,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That the
Department of Defense shall notify the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress 14 days prior to obligating an
amount for a construction project that ex-
ceeds or reduces the amount identified for
that project in the most recently submitted
budget request for this account by 20 percent
or $2,000,000, whichever is less: Provided fur-
ther, That the previous proviso shall not
apply to projects costing less than $5,000,000,
except for those projects not previously iden-
tified in any budget submission for this ac-
count and exceeding the minor construction
threshold under section 2805 of title 10,
United States Code.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be expended for payments
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for
construction, where cost estimates exceed
$25,000, to be performed within the United
States, except Alaska, without the specific
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title
for construction shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title
for construction may be used for advances to
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by
section 210 of title 23, United States Code,
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for
which specific appropriations have not been
made.
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SEC. 105. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for purchase of
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, except: (1) where
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be
in the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land;
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available
in annual Acts making appropriations for
military construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this title for minor construction may be
used to transfer or relocate any activity
from one base or installation to another,
without prior notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such
steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real
property taxes in any foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated for architect
and engineer contracts estimated by the
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country,
or in countries bordering the Arabian Sea,
unless such contracts are awarded to United
States firms or United States firms in joint
venture with host nation firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available
in this title for military construction in the
United States territories and possessions in
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in
countries within the United States Central
Command Area of Responsibility, may be
used to award any contract estimated by the
Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a foreign
contractor: Provided, That this section shall
not be applicable to contract awards for
which the lowest responsive and responsible
bid of a United States contractor exceeds the
lowest responsive and responsible bid of a
foreign contractor by greater than 20 per-
cent: Provided further, That this section shall
not apply to contract awards for military
construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which
the lowest responsive and responsible bid is
submitted by a Marshallese contractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of
any proposed military exercise involving
United States personnel 30 days prior to its
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress.
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SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and
design on those projects and on subsequent
claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a
military department or defense agency for
the construction of military projects may be
obligated for a military construction project
or contract, or for any portion of such a
project or contract, at any time before the
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal
year for which funds for such project were
made available, if the funds obligated for
such project: (1) are obligated from funds
available for military construction projects;
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased
pursuant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, proceeds deposited to the Department
of Defense Base Closure Account established
by section 207(a)(1) of the Defense Authoriza-
tion Amendments and Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act (10 U.S.C. 2687 note) pursuant
to section 207(a)(2)(C) of such Act, may be
transferred to the account established by
section 2906(a)(1) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), to be merged with, and to be available
for the same purposes and the same time pe-
riod as that account.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-
tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in
an electronic medium pursuant to sections
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts
as may be determined by the Secretary of
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated
for construction in ‘“Family Housing”’ ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘Military Construc-
tion” accounts, to be merged with and to be
available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall
be available to cover the costs, as defined in
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code,
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting
facilities.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 119. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the
accounts established by sections 2906(a)(1)
and 2906A(a)(1) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), to the fund established by section
1013(d) of the Demonstration Cities and Met-
ropolitan Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
3374) to pay for expenses associated with the
Homeowners Assistance Program incurred
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under 42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts
transferred shall be merged with and be
available for the same purposes and for the
same time period as the fund to which trans-
ferred.

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title
for operation and maintenance of family
housing shall be the exclusive source of
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag
officer quarters: Provided, That not more
than $35,000 per unit may be spent annually
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission.

SEC. 121. Amounts contained in the Ford
Island Improvement Account established by
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10,
United States Code, are appropriated and
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section.

SEC. 122. None of the funds made available
in this title, or in any Act making appropria-
tions for military construction which remain
available for obligation, may be obligated or
expended to carry out a military construc-
tion, land acquisition, or family housing
project at or for a military installation ap-
proved for closure, or at a military installa-
tion for the purposes of supporting a func-
tion that has been approved for realignment
to another installation, in 2005 under the De-
fense Base Closure and Realignment Act of
1990 (part A of title XXIX of Public Law 101-
510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note), unless such a project
at a military installation approved for re-
alignment will support a continuing mission
or function at that installation or a new mis-
sion or function that is planned for that in-
stallation, or unless the Secretary of Defense
certifies that the cost to the United States
of carrying out such project would be less
than the cost to the United States of cancel-
ling such project, or if the project is at an
active component base that shall be estab-
lished as an enclave or in the case of projects
having multi-agency use, that another Gov-
ernment agency has indicated it will assume
ownership of the completed project. The Sec-
retary of Defense may not transfer funds
made available as a result of this limitation
from any military construction project, land
acquisition, or family housing project to an-
other account or use such funds for another
purpose or project without the prior ap-
proval of the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress. This section
shall not apply to military construction
projects, land acquisition, or family housing
projects for which the project is vital to the
national security or the protection of health,
safety, or environmental quality: Provided,
That the Secretary of Defense shall notify
the congressional defense committees within
seven days of a decision to carry out such a
military construction project.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 123. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for
obligation, upon a determination that such
appropriations will not be necessary for the



H3324

liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations
for obligations incurred during the period of
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction,
Defense’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the
same purposes as the appropriation to which
transferred.

SEC. 124. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of
Defense to take beneficial occupancy of more
than 2,000 parking spaces (other than handi-
cap-reserved spaces) to be provided by the
BRAC 133 project: Provided, That this limita-
tion may be waived in part if: (1) the Sec-
retary of Defense certifies to Congress that
levels of service at existing intersections in
the vicinity of the project have not experi-
enced failing levels of service as defined by
the Transportation Research Board Highway
Capacity Manual over a consecutive 90-day
period; (2) the Department of Defense and
the Virginia Department of Transportation
agree on the number of additional parking
spaces that may be made available to em-
ployees of the facility subject to continued
90-day traffic monitoring; and (3) the Sec-
retary of Defense notifies the congressional
defense committees in writing at least 14
days prior to exercising this waiver of the
number of additional parking spaces to be
made available.

SEC. 125. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used for any action that
relates to or promotes the expansion of the
boundaries or size of the Pinon Canyon Ma-
neuver Site, Colorado.

SEC. 126. (a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), none of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by the Secretary of
the Army to relocate a unit in the Army
that—

(1) performs a testing mission or function
that is not performed by any other unit in
the Army and is specifically stipulated in
title 10, United States Code; and

(2) is located at a military installation at
which the total number of civilian employ-
ees of the Department of the Army and
Army contractor personnel employed ex-
ceeds 10 percent of the total number of mem-
bers of the regular and reserve components
of the Army assigned to the installation.

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply if the Secretary of the Army certifies
to the congressional defense committees
that in proposing the relocation of the unit
of the Army, the Secretary complied with
Army Regulation 5-10 relating to the policy,
procedures, and responsibilities for Army
stationing actions.

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 127. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able for ¢Military Construction, Defense-
Wide”, from prior appropriations Acts,
$20,000,000 are hereby cancelled: Provided,
That no amounts may be cancelled from
amounts that were designated by Congress
as an emergency requirement or for Overseas
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to the Concurrent Resolu-
tion on the Budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,
as amended.

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 128. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able for ‘“Department of Defense Base Clo-
sure Account 2005, from prior appropria-
tions Acts, $212,291,000 are herby cancelled:
Provided, That no amounts may be cancelled
from amounts that were designated by Con-
gress as an emergency requirement or for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to the Concurrent
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Resolution on the Budget or the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, as amended.

SEC. 129. The total amount available in
this Act for pay for civilian personnel of the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2013
shall be the amount otherwise appropriated
or made available by this Act for such pay
reduced by $2,334,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 130. Of the proceeds credited to the
Department of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund pursuant to subsection
(¢)(1)(C) of section 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, from a Department of Navy
land conveyance, the Secretary of Defense
shall transfer $10,500,000 to the Secretary of
the Navy under paragraph (3) of subsection
(d) of such section for use by the Secretary
of the Navy as provided in paragraph (1) of
such subsection until expended.

Mr. CULBERSON (during the read-
ing). Madam Chairman, I ask unani-
mous consent that the remainder of
title I be considered as read, printed in
the RECORD, and open to amendment at
any point.

The CHAIR. Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The CHAIR. Are there any amend-
ments to that portion of the bill?

If not, the Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits
to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51,
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code;
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61
of title 38, United States Code; and burial
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums
due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title
38, United States Code, $61,741,232,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That not to exceed $9,204,000 of the amount
appropriated under this heading shall be re-
imbursed to ‘‘General operating expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration”, ‘‘Med-
ical support and compliance’’, and ‘‘Informa-
tion technology systems’ for necessary ex-
penses in implementing the provisions of
chapters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, United
States Code, the funding source for which is
specifically provided as the ‘‘Compensation
and pensions’ appropriation: Provided fur-
ther, That such sums as may be earned on an
actual qualifying patient basis, shall be re-
imbursed to ‘‘Medical care collections fund”
to augment the funding of individual med-
ical facilities for nursing home care provided
to pensioners as authorized.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MS. HAYWORTH

Ms. HAYWORTH. Madam Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 25, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1) (increased by $1)°.
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The CHAIR. The gentlewoman from
New York is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. HAYWORTH. Madam Chair, the
purpose of this amendment is to equal-
ly increase and decease funding by $1
to address an issue for many of our
guardsmen, reservists, and their fami-
lies. A number of these men and
women, these guardsmen and reserv-
ists, who dutifully serve our country
for many years are never called into
active duty. Under current law they
are ineligible to receive a government
memorial headstone or marker for
their grave site.

This issue came to my attention in
our own home district in New York
when I heard from Mr. Charles Ricotta,
who is a constituent of ours. He lost his
son Joe to a heart attack. It was Joe’s
47th birthday, and he had served in the
Navy Reserve from 1997 to 2007. And de-
spite his 10 years of service in the Re-
serves, he was not eligible to receive a
government headstone or marker hon-
oring his service.

Mr. Charles Ricotta, Joe’s father,
isn’t looking for a handout. He’s not
looking for payments for any other
burial services. He simply would like to
purchase, at his own expense, a foot
marker from the VA for his son’s grave
site to recognize Joe’s service to our
country.

So there is a piece of legislation that
I've introduced, H.R. 2305, the Memori-
alize Our Guardsmen and Reservists
Act, and that would correct this in-
equity by making available for pur-
chase, through the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, headstones or markers
for members of the Reserve compo-
nents who did not serve on active duty.

A government memorial may cost
less than other headstones. This par-
ticular one would seem to be a modest
monument, but it’s more than a simple
appearance. It’s a symbol of service
and sacrifice for our Nation. Our serv-
icemen and -women, active and inac-
tive, have contributed or sacrificed
their time and efforts for our Nation,
and they’ve been separated from their
families, friends, and civilian lives. Our
Reserve components deserve the oppor-
tunity to be recognized for the commit-
ment they have made to serve and de-
fend our country. They share the same
spirit of patriotism as the millions of
soldiers who came before them and
served in hopes that no others would be
needed to serve in time of war.

Headston