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develop a family plan, encourage oth-
ers to prepare. Taking those steps now
will make a huge difference should dis-
aster strike.

——
STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, during
the last 2 months, students from my
district have spoken out about their
struggles to afford college, to pay their
loans, to keep up their grades, and to
maintain their jobs. Many of them are
working multiple jobs and still grad-
uated with $20,000 to $30,000 in debt,
and it’s way too much for them.

So now they’re just watching as the
days tick by, and we’re getting closer
to July 1, when student loan interest
rates will actually double if Congress
doesn’t act. They are understandably
scared and frustrated.

At Middlesex Community College re-
cently, the students that I met with
added their voices to the debate and
signed their names on the ‘““Wall of
Debt.” In the days following, hundreds
of students, parents, and even grand-
parents added their names to what has
now become the virtual ‘“Wall of
Debt.” They’re letting Congress know
that we can’t let those interest rates
double on July 1.

So, again, I'm standing here today on
behalf of 177,000 students from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 7
million students across the country
whose student loans rates are set to
double if Congress doesn’t act, and I
call upon my Republican colleagues to
put the partisanship and the political
games aside and take real action on
this important issue.

While I believe the bill that I put for-
ward a month ago to prevent the inter-
est rate from doubling to 6.8 percent
and was fully paid for by just one tax
subsidy to Big Oil was fair and reason-
able, I continue to be open to find
other ways to compensate for that bill.
I urge my colleagues to join me in
doing that and make sure that this in-
terest rate does not double.

————

REPUBLICAN PLAN FOR
AMERICA’S JOB CREATORS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, in 2009, the
Obama administration said unemploy-
ment would never reach 8 percent if the
stimulus was approved. Three years
and $1.2 trillion in spending later, un-
employment has remained above 8 per-
cent for 39 consecutive months, the
longest span since the Great Depres-
sion. Even more alarming is that 8 per-
cent doesn’t illustrate how grim the
situation really is.

More than half a million more Amer-
icans are out of work since President
Obama took office, and currently the
percentage of working Americans is at
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a 30-year low. Unemployment would be
40 percent higher if more Americans
hadn’t given up looking for jobs.

With these numbers, it is clear that
President Obama’s policies have failed
and are making the economy worse.

House Republicans have a plan for
America’s job creators to help turn
this economy around. It’s time for the
President and Senate Democrats to
stop blocking our jobs bill and help us
put Americans back to work.

———

PRENATAL NONDISCRIMINATION
ACT

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the Prenatal Non-
discrimination Act, which is yet an-
other misleading bill that purports to
help women, when in reality it takes
away their freedom to control their
own reproductive health. Mr. Speaker,
we should be talking about jobs, but in-
stead we’re spending time on this divi-
sive issue.

We can all agree that women should
not choose to terminate a pregnancy
based solely on gender, but this bill
criminalizes a legal procedure and puts
doctors in the role of legal and moral
arbiter, and could give almost anyone
who asserts an interest an effective
veto over a woman’s intimate personal
health care decision.

This bill is another attempt to limit
a woman’s ability to make her own de-
cisions about her life and her health. It
will restrict the rights of women to ob-
tain a completely legal and constitu-
tionally protected medical procedure.
If we want to truly and effectively ad-
dress the issue of gender-selective
abortion—a problem much more perva-
sive in other parts of the world—there
are much better ways to do it than
making suspects out of women and
criminals out of doctors.

———

WAR ON WOMEN LEGISLATION

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
this week, Republicans are bringing to
the floor a bill that purports to stop
abortions based on sex selection, but it
is so broadly written and so clearly un-
constitutional that it is obvious that
they are really after rolling back the
clock and undermining comprehensive
health care for women.

The bill includes a provision that
would allow a woman’s husband or par-
ents—by merely alleging that an abor-
tion is because of gender—to seek in-
junctive relief to prevent the doctor
from performing abortion procedures,
sending an incredibly private and per-
sonal decision into the courts and po-
tentially forcing women against their
will or health to go through with a
pregnancy.

Republicans oppose protections for
immigrant women under the Violence
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Against Women Act, they oppose pay
equity and access to contraceptives,
but with this bill they claim to be de-
fenders of women?

Today marks the third anniversary
of the death—and the murder—of Dr.
George Tiller of Wichita, Kansas, who
performed legal abortions. His motto
was ‘‘Trust women.”’” He believed that
women—not the government—should
make the decisions about their health
and their lives. I'm not fooled, and
American women aren’t fooled. This
bill is just the latest strike by Repub-
licans in the war on women.

————
O 1230

ACCESS TO EDUCATION

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, from an
early age, my parents instilled the im-
portance of obtaining a quality edu-
cation. They cultivated a love of learn-
ing and made it clear how important
an education is to success in life. They
could not have been more right. Higher
education is the single biggest deter-
mining factor for lifetime earning po-
tential, with those holding a bachelor’s
degree earning double the yearly salary
of someone with a high school diploma.

And yet, while the benefits of edu-
cation are clear for America’s families,
my Republican colleagues seem deaf to
the message. Even as college tuition
has increased 28 percent in the last dec-
ade, Republicans continue to play par-
tisan and ideological politics that will
only ensure that 7 million students
across the country will see their inter-
est rates double in July. They’re more
concerned with gutting health care re-
form and protecting the wealthiest 2
percent and Big Oil and corporations
than making college more affordable
for America’s students. And the one
time House Republicans put the stu-
dent loan issue to a vote, they insisted
on slashing critical funding for women
and children’s preventative health care
in exchange.

If you’re thinking, ‘Oh, no, not
again,” you’re right. It’s time for my
Republican colleagues to recognize
that students deserve better, and it’s
time to take action to ensure that stu-
dent loan rates don’t increase, don’t
double by July. Actually, time is run-
ning out.

———

PASS THE PAYCHECK FAIRNESS
ACT

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it’s ab-
solutely appalling that in the year 2012
women still make 77 cents for every
dollar earned by their male peers.

This isn’t just an issue of funda-
mental fairness. With so many women
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heading households and being the pri-
mary breadwinner, it’s a matter of eco-
nomic security for American families.
These women face the same financial
pressures as any other American. They
certainly don’t get a 23 percent dis-
count on their rent or mortgage pay-
ment, on the groceries they buy or on
the children’s shoes they have to re-
place.

We must pass the Paycheck Fairness
Act, which the Senate plans to vote on
next week and the House passed in the
last Congress. I ask my Republican
friends, Mr. Speaker, why the Repub-
licans aren’t making this a priority in-
stead of today we’re voting on a divi-
sive abortion bill that criminalizes a
woman’s most private health care deci-
sions.

Women do not need yet another at-
tack on their reproductive rights. What
they need is economic justice. When
will the majority get it?

———

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, imagine the
shocked faces of daughters and sons all
across the country when they open up
their July billing statement, add up all
the figures, and find it’s cheaper to buy
a home than pursue their higher edu-
cation.

Come July 1, Republicans are going
to let interest rates on student loans
double. At the same time, they’re mak-
ing sure wasteful tax breaks for yacht
and private jet owners stay in place. In
fact, it’s the best way for them to keep
the Millionaires Club an exclusive club
for good old boys, by blocking the best
avenue for success that this country
has ever known—a college education.

The GOP is turning the aspirations of
young Americans into a revenue
stream for the wealthy. They’re financ-
ing reckless tax policies on the hopes
and dreams of our children. I urge
them to join Democrats in a serious
proposal to stop these interest rates
from doubling. The next generation is
counting on us to act responsibly.

————

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
REFORM ACT

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration Reform Act and, in particular,
the provisions it contains to address
critical drug shortages. Across the
country, patients are not getting crit-
ical medications they need to battle
diseases and stay healthy. This crisis is
hitting cancer patients especially hard,
with serious shortages of chemo-
therapy drugs.

In response to this crisis, I intro-
duced the Drug Shortage Prevention
Act with my colleague, Representative
LARRY BUCSHON. I'm pleased that key

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

provisions of this bill are included in
the legislation that the House passed
last night. These provisions help FDA
and the DEA fix some of the regulatory
problems that are causing these short-
ages.

This is not a partisan issue. Drug
shortages affect all of us. I'm pleased
that the Senate passed its own version
of this legislation last week, and I'm
hopeful that both Chambers can quick-
ly come together to present a final
package for the President’s signature.

When a family gets hit with a diag-
nosis like cancer, they have enough
things to worry about. Running out of
chemotherapy drugs should not be one
of them.

———
SUPPORT LOCAL BROADCASTERS

(Ms. RICHARDSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow marks the official start of this
year’s hurricane season. As ranking
member of the Subcommittee of Emer-
gency Communications Preparedness
and Response that supports the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, I'm speak-
ing today to note that broadcasters
have demonstrated a continued com-
mitment to local communities in pro-
viding critical information during
times of disaster.

When disaster strikes, Americans de-
pend upon their local television and
radio stations for access to lifesaving
information and emergency announce-
ments. Broadcasters’ commitment to
public service is never more apparent
than in the time of a crisis.

As we typically see during times of
disasters, whether it’s a hurricane,
flood, fire, tornado, earthquake, or a
widespread power outage, broadcasters
remain to cover the dangerous situa-
tions, and, most importantly, they pro-
vide vital assistance to those who
might need it.

During an emergency, broadcasters
deliver comprehensive, up-to-date
warnings and information to those af-
fected areas, which helps victims and
also brings comfort to family members
who are awaiting any kind of informa-
tion. This issue is very important to all
of us. Broadcasters can provide infor-
mation in a moment’s notice when we
need it most.

I ask my colleagues to join me to
commend our local broadcasters for
their work, their continued readiness,
and the important role that they play
in the time of an emergency.

————
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, as has just been mentioned by
my colleague from California, tomor-
row, June 1, is the official start of the
2012 Atlantic hurricane season, which
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would potentially mean bad news for
areas across the Nation, including
folks on Long Island in my congres-
sional district.

Last year, Hurricane Irene and the
earthquake felt along the east coast re-
minded us of the importance of the Na-
tion’s first responders, specifically, the
importance of our broadcasters.

Emergency plans are only effective if
they are able to be communicated to
the folks in need. This fact underscores
the importance of our broadcasters.

With that in mind, I have constantly
supported efforts for both the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and the
Federal Communications Commission
to explore the potential benefits of in-
cluding radio tuners in mobile tele-
phones. Since technology would ensure
that folks have an outlet to receive
critical information in times of need, I
encourage this Congress to act swiftly
to consider any and all opportunities
that would facilitate communication
during emergencies.

As we embark on hurricane season,
let’s take this moment to recognize the
importance of broadcasters and all of
our first responders that selflessly pro-
vide services in our time of need.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5743, INTELLIGENCE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2013; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5854, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2013; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5855, DE-
PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013;
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 5325, ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, upon adop-
tion of House Resolution 667, amend-
ments number 4 and 6 printed in House
Report 112-504 be modified to include
the amendatory instructions that I
have placed at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the modifications.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendatory instructions for amendment
No. 4 printed in House Report 112-504:

At the end of title III, add the following
new section:

Amendatory instructions for amendment
No. 6 printed in House Report 112-504:

At the end of title IV (page 21, after line 2),
add the following new section:

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the modifications?

Without objection, that will be the
order.

There was no objection.

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 667 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

The



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-04T04:44:15-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




