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ONGOING TROUBLES AT
VETERANS AFFAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. ADAMS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to the ongoing
troubles at the VA and its apparent in-
ability to effectively manage major
construction projects, specifically, the
new veterans hospital at the Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Orlando,
Florida, in my congressional district.

Our Nation’s veterans have served
our country honorably, putting every-
thing on the line to protect our free-
doms. After all they have done for us,
it is Congress’ duty to ensure that our
veterans’ service-connected medical
needs are taken care of.

The American people were told that
for $665 million they would receive a
state-of-the-art medical facility to care
for the hundreds of thousands of vet-
erans in central Florida, which is one
of the most underserved veteran popu-
lations in this country. This project is
desperately needed in our community.
Our veterans cannot wait any longer,
nor can hardworking taxpayers afford
more expensive delays.

Recently, Chairman MILLER held a
hearing with the Veterans’ Affairs
committee to examine these delays.
During the hearing, it became clear
that incompetence and a lack of lead-
ership from the VA is to blame for the
egregious amount of errors with this
project. Those errors include forgetting
to order medical equipment, designing
incompatible power sources in patient
rooms, and designing doorways too
small for the equipment that needs to
get through them. These basic design
errors are absolutely unacceptable, and
we must hold the VA accountable for
them.

While I am not a member of the com-
mittee, I felt it was my duty, as the
Representative for central Florida vet-
erans, to participate in the hearings
and conduct the oversight necessary to
get answers and move the project for-
ward.

Having toured the hospital construc-
tion site recently, I knew that the
project was behind schedule and over
budget. Listening to the hearing testi-
mony, coupled with seeing the site
firsthand, reinforced the fact that the
VA has fallen down on the job and is
failing our veterans.

Veterans in my district have to drive
hundreds of miles in some cases to get
the cure and the care they need and
have been promised—they’ve been
promised—in return for their service to
our Nation. These are often elderly
men and women who cannot afford the
trips. And we have young veterans of
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan who
have sustained injuries that make
those long trips incredibly painful.

This is not the best we can offer; and
we should be ashamed, in the VA, that
those brave warriors have to travel

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

long distances with the vague hope of
getting the care they need. The VA can
do better. We can do better.

Today’s consideration of the Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs Ap-
propriations Bill helps put the VA’s
feet to the fire and will spur them to
return the focus to our veteran popu-
lation and not on bureaucratic mis-
management and political infighting.

The language of the bill makes it
clear that, while the hospital construc-
tion remains fully funded, it is no
longer an open-ended construction
project with bills to be paid years into
the future. The legislation states quite
clearly that funds obligated to com-
plete construction have to be spent
within 5 years. The message should be
heard loud and clear by the VA: get
your management in gear and finish
this hospital.

Mr. Speaker, the delays at this hos-
pital are despicable, and the inability
of the VA to provide what our veterans
have been promised is unacceptable.
Our veterans and their families have
put everything on the line to defend
our country. Making sure their service-
connected needs are taken care of is
the very least we can do to repay our
Nation’s heroes.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 14
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Rabbi Aaron Melman, Congregation
Beth Shalom, Northbrook, Illinois, of-
fered the following prayer:

We invoke the blessing of Almighty
God upon the Members of this House.

Bless our leaders and all who work
tirelessly for the good of our people
with an understanding and discerning
mind, a listening ear, a compassionate
heart, and insightful thoughts.

Bless the people of the United States
of America.

Help us to gain the insight to know
what is good and true, for it is through
Your spirit and love that we learn to
become more human.

We thank You for enabling us to live
in a free country, and we remember
those who do not yet live with the
same freedoms.

We pray that the leaders of our Na-
tion help all those who are in need.

Shield our leaders and bless them.
Protect our Armed Forces and speed
our victory over tyranny. Let us make
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each day more meaningful, helping
others move towards a life of peace.
May the words of our mouths and the
meditations of our hearts be acceptable
to You, O Lord, our rock and our re-
deemer.
Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DOLD) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. DOLD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING RABBI AARON
MELMAN

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DOLD)
is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to
welcome my friend, Rabbi Aaron
Melman. Rabbi Melman has served the
families at Congregation Beth Shalom
in Northbrook, Illinois, for the past 9
years, where he works with children
and adults to help them better develop
their faith.

Previously, he studied and taught in
New York City, where he served as a
student chaplain to the New York City
Fire Department. On September 12,
2001, he found a way to get to Ground
Zero, and thereafter provided comfort
and support to those first responders in
need.

Rabbi Melman is devoted to helping
others. He serves as the president of
the Chicago Region of the Rabbinical
Assembly; he provides valued edu-
cation to families through his work as
a board member for the Chicago Center
for Jewish Genetic Disorders; and he
continues to support firefighters by
serving as the chaplain to the North-
brook Fire Department.

Mr. Speaker, I'm honored to -call
Rabbi Melman my friend.

I do want to also congratulate Rabbi
Melman and his bride, Elisa, on their
13th wedding anniversary, which they
celebrated last night. We certainly ap-
preciate you joining us and celebrating
that with us today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY of Georgia). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1-
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minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

ON THE AIR DURING HURRICANES

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my
congressional district in southeast
Texas is right in Hurricane Alley.
When Katrina, Rita, Humberto, Gus-
tav, and Ike struck with all their fury,
people were left in the dark with no
Internet or cell service, but local TV
and radio reporters were still on the air
telling folks what they needed to
know.

Hurricane Rita was the fourth most
intense Atlantic hurricane ever re-
corded and the most intense hurricane
ever observed in the Gulf of Mexico.
The storm was devastating to our com-
munities, but many folks were able to
stay safe because they were tuned in to
the news. Our broadcasters provide
communities with vital lifesaving in-
formation before and after storms.
They are the most reliable resource we
have when disaster strikes.

Today, on the first day of hurricane
season, we should thank all of our local
first responders, police, and fire-
fighters. But we should also thank all
the broadcasters who do their part to
keep us safe in southeast Texas when
the storms come crashing ashore.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

PERPETUAL WAR FOR PERPETUAL
PEACE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Gore Vidal called it
“Perpetual War for Perpetual Peace.”

The administration’s unrestricted
use of drones has taken wus into
undeclared wars in Pakistan, Yemen,
Somalia, Sudan, and who knows where
else, destroying not only alleged mili-
tants, but making a direct hit on inter-
national law and the U.S. Constitution.

Drone strikes are killing militants
now identified as males of fighting age.
What are the rules? Trust us. What are
the legal justifications? Trust us.
Haven’t 350 civilians been killed, inno-
cents? Trust us, we’re told.

No transparency, no accountability—
until now, no Congress.

The Constitution requires Congress
to weigh in and demand information
and legal justification for drone
strikes. That’s in my letter to the ad-
ministration. Drone strikes, absent a
constitutional basis, sanctions the
wholesale slaughter of innocents. One
nation’s drones over another nation’s
airspace is an act of war. With 50 na-
tions exploring the development of
drones—a $100 billion business—we can-
not permit this Nation to further in-
cite perpetual war for perpetual peace.
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THANKING RADIO BROADCASTERS

(Mr. YOUNG of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to talk about the impor-
tant work of our broadcast radio sta-
tions in emergency situations.

Back in March, a violent tornado
ripped through a 49-mile stretch of my
southern Indiana district. It leveled en-
tire towns, did millions of dollars in
damage, and took numerous lives. The
death toll probably would have been
higher were it not for the early warn-
ings to seek shelter so many received
by radio. In the aftermath of the
storm, with no power or TV or Internet
and virtually no cell service, radio in-
structed Hoosiers where to find first
aid, food, and shelter.

So I'd like to thank our broadcasters
today for the valuable service they pro-
vide. In the midst of chaotic situations,
it is our Nation’s radio broadcasters
who provide needed direction.

———

PROTECT MEDICARE

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, after a life-
time of service to our Nation, Amer-
ica’s seniors deserve a secure retire-
ment, a strong Medicare and Social Se-
curity safety net. Sadly. The House Re-
publicans are choosing to give tax
breaks to millionaires and billionaires
over paying for Medicare.

The GOP budget will give those al-
ready making over $1 million a year an
average tax cut of $394,000. All told, the
Republican budget gives away $3 tril-
lion in tax breaks to big oil companies
that ship jobs overseas and the ultra-
rich, and it does not reduce the deficit.
That is wrong.

We should be giving tax breaks to
hardworking middle class families,
small businesses, and not the wealthi-
est few. We must end the Bush tax cuts
for the rich. No new taxes, no new jobs.
No new taxes, no new jobs. Let’s work
together on a bipartisan budget plan
that protects Medicare and makes all
Americans pay their fair share.

———

KEEPING SOUTH CAROLINA SAFE
DURING HURRICANE SEASON

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow marks the official
first day of hurricane season. Each
year, South Carolinians remain alert
from June through the summer, hoping
another Hurricane Gracie, Hugo or An-
drew does not reach our beaches, bring-
ing massive destruction.

During times of emergency, radio and
television stations have proven them-
selves as the most reliable source by
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being the first to promote important
life-saving and time-sensitive informa-
tion. When disaster strikes, these
broadcast networks are still available.

I am grateful for each of these serv-
ices and look forward to working with
our National Guard led by Adjutant
General Bob Livingston and Emer-
gency Management Director George
McKinney, II.

In addition, I would like to welcome
the group of foster young adults who
are visiting today, including Jasmine
Thompson of Washington. I appreciate
each of you sharing your challenges
with us, and we look forward to hear-
ing of your success in the future.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————
PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT

(Ms. FUDGE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise on behalf of the women who are
part of the fabric of our Nation’s work-
force.

Nationally, women working full time
are paid 77 cents for every dollar paid
to men. These disparities are even
worse for women of color. In Ohio, my
home State, African American women
are paid only 62 cents, and Hispanic
American women only 54 cents for
every dollar paid to white males.

The gender wage gap not only hurts
women; unfair wages hurt entire fami-
lies. In nearly two out of three Amer-
ican families, a woman is either the
bread winner or co-bread winner of
their household. That means if women
are not paid fairly, many families will
not get fed.

I cosponsored the Paycheck Fairness
Act because I cannot and will not stand
by as pay disparities persist. Gender
discrimination is shameless and intol-
erable, and it must be stopped.

———

SEVERE WEATHER WARNINGS

(Mr. LONG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, when a
weather emergency strikes, local radio
and television stations play an instru-
mental role in Kkeeping families in-
formed on vital warnings and emer-
gency response efforts.

A little over 1 year ago, the city of
Joplin, Missouri, was changed forever
when an EF-5 tornado struck. Local
radio stations like KZRG, the Zimmer
Radio Group, Community Radio Group,
and KDMO provided Joplin residents
with critical information as it was hap-
pening. After the tornado, they helped
families locate their loved ones and
provided information on where they
could seek shelter and food.

Local stations are a tremendous
asset to their communities, especially
during weather emergencies. These sta-
tions keep their communities informed
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