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Let’'s not continue to kick the can down the
road as we wait for a better political moment.
| stand ready to continue to work with my col-
leagues to find real, comprehensive reforms to
our spending, tax, and entitlement systems to
ensure that these programs exist. Our children
and grandchildren deserve nothing less.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today in opposition to
H.R. 3835, which would extend the pay limits
for federal employees through 2013. Nearly 2
million federal civilian workers stand to be af-
fected by this pay freeze if it is enacted by
Congress.

For the last two years, federal employees
and their families have suffered the con-
sequences of an across-the-board pay freeze.
While the cost of vital goods such as food and
gas, medical expenses, and rent continue to
rise, H.R. 3835 seeks to prolong that burden
on millions of families by extending this pay
freeze for another year. Federal employees
and their families are no less affected by
downward trends in the economy than any
others in the workforce, and it is unfair to ask
that they continually make these sacrifices
when Congress will not even ask the same
sacrifice of millionaires, billionaires, and the
largest corporations.

These kinds of pay freezes do more than
just take precious disposable income away
from working families. So many federal work-
ers came to the federal government because
they have excellent credentials and are com-
mitted to public service. By limiting the amount
of money that the federal government can
offer to prospective employees, Congress is
effectively limiting its own ability to attract and
retain highly-educated and highly-skilled work-
ers to carry out important roles such as na-
tional security, maintaining critical transpor-
tation infrastructure, and caring for our vet-
erans.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3835 is simply an-
other partisan attempt to hold working families
hostage for petty political gain. Federal em-
ployees have already contributed $60 billion
toward reducing the deficit the past two years,
and it is time to finally ask the wealthiest busi-
nesses and members of society to start paying
their fair share. H.R. 3835 is sorely misguided
and | will oppose this bill in any way that |
can.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. ROSS)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3835.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSS of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————

ADJUSTING EXPENSES OF CER-
TAIN HOUSE COMMITTEES IN
112TH CONGRESS
Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-

fornia. Madam Speaker, I move to sus-

pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 496) adjusting the amount
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provided for the expenses of certain
committees of the House of Represent-
atives in the One Hundred Twelfth Con-
gress.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 496

Resolved,

SECTION 1. ADJUSTMENT OF AMOUNTS OF COM-
MITTEE EXPENSES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED TWELFTH CONGRESS.

(a) AGGREGATE AMOUNT FOR CONGRESS.—
Notwithstanding section 1(b) of House Reso-
lution 147, the amount paid out of the appli-
cable accounts of the House of Representa-
tives with respect to the One Hundred
Twelfth Congress for the expenses (including
the expenses of all staff salaries) of each
committee named in such section shall be as

follows: Committee on Agriculture,
$11,848,132; Committee on Armed Services,
$14,900,023; Committee on the Budget,

$11,680,246; Committee on Education and the
Workforce, $16,158,348; Committee on Energy
and Commerce, $21,678,149; Committee on
Ethics, $6,218,310; Committee on Financial
Services, $16,825,969; Committee on Foreign
Affairs, $17,331,982; Committee on Homeland
Security, $16,347,060; Committee on House
Administration, $10,118,345; Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, $9,977,660;
Committee on the Judiciary, $16,265,122;
Committee on Natural Resources, $15,235,867;
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, $20,546,873; Committee on Rules,
$6,566,883; Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, $12,671,660; Committee on Small
Business, $6,598,427; Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, $19,195,872; Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, $7,049,575; and
Committee on Ways and Means, $18,975,444.

(b) SECOND SESSION LIMITATIONS.—Notwith-
standing section 3(b) of House Resolution
147, the amount provided for the expenses of
each committee named in such section which
shall be available for expenses incurred dur-
ing the period beginning at noon on January
3, 2012, and ending immediately before noon
on January 3, 2013 shall be not more than the
following: Committee on Agriculture,
$5,6568,638; Committee on Armed Services,
$7,374,759; Committee on the Budget,
$5,647,061; Committee on Education and the
Workforce, $7,812,094; Committee on Energy
and Commerce, $10,697,209; Committee on
Ethics, $3,393,775; Committee on Financial
Services, $8,384,705; Committee on Foreign
Affairs, $8,379,5612; Committee on Homeland
Security, $7,903,326; Committee on House Ad-
ministration, $5,169,169; Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, $4,823,910; Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, $7,863,716; Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, $7,366,101; Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, $9,933,819; Committee on Rules,
$3,174,898; Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, $5,986,023; Committee on Small
Business, $3,383,5636; Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, $9,280,649; Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, $3,446,830; and
Committee on Ways and Means, $9,174,079.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. BRADY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-

fornia. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
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mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
496.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 496. This resolution ad-
justs the amounts provided for the ex-
penses of the select and standing com-
mittees of the House of Representa-
tives in the 112th Congress.
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Last November, the Committee on
House Administration held a full-day
hearing at which we heard from our
chairs and ranking members. At that
hearing, we discussed how each com-
mittee absorbed the 5 percent budget
reduction implemented at the begin-
ning of the 112th Congress and how, as
we continue to reduce government
spending, they will manage additional
reductions this year.

Madam Speaker, I know, as a com-
mittee chairman myself, that we face
the difficult task of doing more with
less. Yet I also know that my constitu-
ents, all of our constituents, need us to
do more with less and to rein in gov-
ernment spending. Families have been
required to tighten their belts, and
they constantly ask us to do the very
same thing. They do not suggest it is
easy, because it has not been easy for
them. But they ask of us that which
they have asked of themselves. Today’s
economy has forced our constituents to
sacrifice and, as I say, tighten their fi-
nancial belts to make ends meet at
home. Congress should not be and will
not be immune.

While most committees are taking a
6.4 percent cut in line with the reduced
funding levels of the 2012 legislative
branch appropriation, certain commit-
tees faced with additional oversight re-
sponsibilities in 2012 were cut at a
smaller percentage in order that they
might be able to conduct their work.

Particularly daunting will be the
Armed Services’ charge of managing
the automatic sequestration of $600 bil-
lion in defense cuts triggered by the
Budget Control Act. And I hasten to
add that is in addition to, or on top of,
the $400 billion cut that is already
being enforced by prior decisions by
this Congress and the President.

In addition to Armed Services, the
Ethics Committee, tasked with holding
Members and staff to the highest eth-
ical standards, has requested and will
receive a reprieve from funding reduc-
tions.

To help offset these exceptions and
match the reduced appropriations,
we’ve identified and reduced authoriza-
tions of three committee budgets that
we feel are able to absorb a slightly
higher reduction in 2012. In addition to
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our committee, the Committee on
House Administration, the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology, and
the Committee on Small Business will
receive a slightly higher reduction
than the 6.4 percent applied to the re-
maining House committees.

Madam Speaker, as we’ve dem-
onstrated over the past year, this
House is committed to living within its
means and leading by example by put-
ting an end to excessive spending. Our
committees do vitally important over-
sight of the executive branch and Fed-
eral agencies, and that ought to be un-
derscored if we are, in fact, going to be
successful in holding down and control-
ling spending in the executive branch.
We, the legislative branch, are the ex-
tension of the people we represent in
an oversight capacity, and that is an
extremely important responsibility.
Our committees, as I say, do vitally
important oversight of the executive
branch and our Federal agencies; and
while these reductions in committee
funding will require committees to al-
locate their resources more judi-
ciously, I am confident, based on the
hearing, that they are prudent and
manageable.

Madam Speaker, these are extraor-
dinary times. We face extraordinary
debt, deficits, and unemployment. Tril-
lion-dollar deficits year after year
after year would be practically unheard
of just a couple of years ago; yet, un-
fortunately, they have become com-
monplace. That is unacceptable. We
haven’t had an unemployment rate at
the levels we have seen for such a sus-
tained period of time since the Great
Depression. Those are not facts that I
like to recite on this floor, but those
are the real facts that face our con-
stituents every single day.

Unfortunately, my area, over the last
several years, we have had a higher un-
employment rate than that which has
prevailed in this country. California
has had an unemployment rate, I be-
lieve, that has been the third worst in
the entire country. We are not immune
from what is being felt by the rest of
the country. And when I am home, as I
am sure other Members have found in
their districts when they are home, we
constantly hear the refrain, Where are
the jobs? And following that, we hear
the refrain, Why don’t you get your
House in order, referring to the entire
Federal Government. Why don’t you
bring spending under control, because
we believe it has a specific and direct
and immediate drag on our ability to
create jobs in this country. That ought
to be, along with national defense,
homeland security, our greatest objec-
tive.

And so this is just a small part of our
effort to be responsible. Through the
adoption of this resolution and the 5
percent cut during our first session of
the 112th Congress, this House is doing
its job to step up to the plate and re-
duce spending and find cost savings
wherever possible. We are taking bold
steps to demonstrate our commitment
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to reduced spending and tighter budg-
ets.

This is not easy. I don’t suggest it is.
It is not easy to say that we are going
to bring our budgets down and that our
employees are not going to have in-
creased salaries along with Members of
Congress, but it is at least what we
ought to do.

Combined, I would say these meas-
ures—that is, last year and this year—
represent the largest percentage cut to
committee budgets since the 104th Con-
gress, when the House then adopted a
resolution with an amendment by
then-House Administration Committee
Member JOHN BOEHNER to reduce com-
mittee funding by 30 percent.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 496 was re-
ported out of the committee in Decem-
ber, and I now look forward to its pas-
sage by the House. I support H. Res. 496
and urge my colleagues to do the same.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise in opposition to House
Resolution 496, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition
to House Resolution 496, which would
reduce spending in most of the com-
mittees of the House by an average of
6.4 percent below the level provided in
House Resolution 147, which was adopt-
ed last March. That resolution, which
passed the House unanimously, cut
committee funding 5 percent lower
than the levels for the 111th Congress.

I've been pleased to work in a bipar-
tisan fashion with my friend and my
chair, Mr. LUNGREN, to find ways to re-
duce the cost of running Congress. We
have worked together in finding cuts in
printing, subscription, and technology
services, and we have worked together
opposing cuts to the Capitol Police and
in providing for the safety of our visi-
tors and our staff. But this deeper cut
to committees is the wrong cut at the
wrong time.

In reality, we have no idea what ef-
fect these new cuts will actually have
on committee operations. Testimony
at our committee’s oversight hearing
last November by both chairs and
ranking members confirmed that addi-
tional budget cuts could undermine our
ability to conduct legislative and over-
sight operations.

I am fearful that further cuts to com-
mittees could continue to handicap our
ability to effectively oversee the execu-
tive branch. We are cutting deeply into
committees who oversee billions of dol-
lars of Federal spending. We may not
agree on this resolution, but we cer-
tainly agree that Congress is the first
watchdog on executive power and exec-
utive spending. We need the necessary
tools, and they need the necessary
tools, to do that work.

I urge my colleagues to defeat this
resolution. I urge a ‘‘no”’ vote, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. At this time, Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. HARPER), the chairman
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of the Subcommittee on Elections on
House Administration.

Mr. HARPER. Madam Speaker, as a
member of the Committee on House
Administration, I rise in support of H.
Res. 496, the 2012 committee funding
resolution, with full knowledge of the
impact the reduced funding levels con-
tained in this measure will have on the
committee system.

For example, the chairman of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, on
which I also serve, stated during the
day-long hearing on this resolution
that his committee would not be able
to hold valuable field hearings during
2012 and would have to restrict other
committee activities. More severe still,
more than one ranking member stated
that committee staff would have to be
laid off as a result of the funding reduc-
tions contained in the resolution. This
is unfortunate, but many American
families have faced reduced activities
and layoffs as a result of the current
economic times, and Congress cannot
exempt itself from such pain.

This resolution will roll back com-
mittee funding to pre-2007 levels and is,
I think, a necessary action as we cut
spending throughout the Federal budg-
et. The committee went to consider-
able lengths to be fair both to all the
chairmen but also to the minority with
no change made to the traditional
funding split between the majority and
minority. This resolution will mean
that the current Congress will spend
almost 10 percent less than the pre-
vious Congress did. It requires every
Member of this body, in a nonpartisan
manner, to participate in the austerity
that the American people and the rest
of their government are experiencing.

I commend Chairman LUNGREN for
his work on this resolution, and I urge
a ‘‘yes’ vote on the resolution.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Georgia,
Dr. GINGREY, who is chairman of the
Subcommittee on Oversight on the
House Administration Committee.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding, and I rise in strong support of
H. Res. 496, offered by my good friend,
the chairman of the House Administra-
tion Committee, Mr. LUNGREN.

With all due respect to the ranking
member, Mr. BRADY from Pennsyl-
vania, I have to agree with the chair-
man that this runaway spending that
we have seen occur over the last 4 to 6
years has got to stop. And the Amer-
ican people clearly, Madam Speaker,
are looking to Members of Congress to
tighten their own belt. And that’s why
I think it’s very important that we
give them the message that we’re will-
ing to cut our own salaries, we’re real-
ly willing to cut our own benefit pack-
age. And we have done that; we have
voted to do that.
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And these cuts, as painful as they are
in regard to our House committees—in-
deed, 9.5 percent when we include this
cut over all of the committees, al-
though we do cut the House Committee
on Armed Services by a lesser amount,
and we plus-up the House Ethics Com-
mittee, and we think that’s very im-
portant.

It is so crucial that we bite the same
bullet that everybody else has to bite.
And this bloated spending, this run-
away spending that occurred during
the previous majority in this House has
got to stop. Spending $850 billion on a
failed stimulus program, increasing the
deficit—doubling it, in fact—having
over $1 trillion worth of deficit spend-
ing for now 4 years in a row when we
anticipate the President’s next budget,
this has got to stop.

So we have to put our money where
our mouth is, we have to walk the
same walk as everybody else, and we
have to tighten our belt. So, Madam
Speaker, that’s why I stand here today
as a member of the Committee on
House Administration and one of the
subcommittee chairs in strongly en-
dorsing and supporting these nec-
essary, painful cuts in H. Res. 496. I
hope we will have support on both sides
of the aisle. I'm confident we will.

I respect, as I say, the ranking mem-
ber. He’s a great Member, he works in
a bipartisan way, and that’s what this
is all about.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. NUGENT), a distinguished member
of the House Administration Com-
mittee and the Rules Committee.

Mr. NUGENT. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of this resolution.
This is an important resolution be-
cause it brings us back to the greatest
cut since the 104th Congress.

You know, in tough times like today
where the American people are pinch-
ing pennies to get by, shouldn’t they
have the same expectation of those
that serve them in this great House? 1
believe they should.

You know, when talking to people in
my district, they ask and say, what are
you doing to get your house in order?
By supporting this piece of legislation,
this truly talks about cutting the
spending in D.C. While it’s a small
amount comparative to the whole
budget, it is the right step in the right
direction. It is about doing more with
less. The American people are doing
that today. So why shouldn’t this gov-
ernment do the same thing? I appre-
ciate where the chairman, Mr. LUN-
GREN, has brought us in regards to this
important piece of legislation. It really
moves us in the right direction.

Cuts across the board are tough; and
if you notice what this committee did
is it didn’t cover everybody the same,
didn’t treat everybody the same. Under
Chairman LUNGREN’s leadership, and
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also the ranking member, they did it, I
believe, in a bipartisan way, that didn’t
take away from the minority in re-
gards to funding as it relates, nor dif-
ferently than it did from the majority.

So, Madam Speaker, I strongly sup-
port this resolution as we move for-
ward to cut the budget of committees
in this House, just like the American
people have had to cut their budgets in
their house.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I continue to reserve.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I'm prepared
to close out the debate. I have no other
speakers. So if the gentleman would
finish his time, I would be happy to as
well.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I thank
the gentleman again.

I urge my colleagues to defeat this
resolution, and I urge a ‘‘no’” vote.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I would just
say that this is an effort on our part to
give an example to the rest of the gov-
ernment. This will be a culmination of
about a 10 percent cut overall to the
committees of this House. We have had
combined cuts in terms of our own
MRASs, that is, the amount that each
Member has for his budget. And I think
as we go forward and having to make
some very difficult decisions with re-
spect to future controls of spending on
the Federal establishment in its en-
tirety, it will serve us well that we
have shown the way, that we can make
difficult decisions in this regard, and
that this is an appropriate, responsible
action to take.

With that, I would urge my col-
leagues to vote for H. Res. 496.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 496.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORIZING THE PRINTING OF
THE 25TH EDITION OF THE POCK-
ET VERSION OF THE UNITED
STATES CONSTITUTION

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
House Administration be discharged
from further consideration of the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 90) au-
thorizing the printing of the 25th edi-
tion of the pocket version of the United
States Constitution, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.
The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:
H. CoN. RES. 90
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. POCKET VERSION OF THE UNITED
STATES CONSTITUTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The 25th edition of the
pocket version of the United States Con-
stitution shall be printed as a House docu-
ment under the direction of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number, there shall be printed the less-
er of—

(1) 235,500 copies of the document, of which
220,500 copies shall be for the use of the
House of Representatives, 10,000 copies shall
be for the use of the Senate, and 5,000 copies
shall be for the use of the Joint Committee
on Printing; or

(2) such number of copies of the document
as does not exceed a total production and
printing cost of $114,849, with distribution to
be allocated in the same proportion as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), except that in no
case shall the number of copies be less than
1 per Member of Congress.

(c) DISTRIBUTION.—The copies of the docu-
ment printed for the use of the House and
the Senate under subsection (a) shall be dis-
tributed in accordance with—

(1) a distribution plan approved by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on House Administration of the
House of Representatives, in the case of the
copies printed for the use of the House; and

(2) a distribution plan approved by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Rules and Administration of
the Senate, in the case of the copies printed
for the use of the Senate.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous materials on House Concur-
rent Resolution 90.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

——————

PERMISSION TO PRINT STAND-
ARDS FOR ELECTRONIC POSTING
OF HOUSE AND COMMITTEE DOC-
UMENTS AND DATA

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Standards for
the Electronic Posting of House and
Committee Documents and Data,
which were adopted by the Committee
on House Administration on December
16, 2011, be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
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