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against the College Cost Reduction Act
in 2007, rushed to the floor a bill for a
1-year Band-Aid, and used as a pay-for
depleting resources and funds from a
program that would help folks with
heart, cardiac, cervical cancer screen-
ing, diabetes screening, early childhood
disease screening. They took money
out of that fund to help desperate
Americans to try and put a l-year fix
on the student loan issue.

President Obama made it very clear
that bill is a dead letter. A veto threat
was issued even before we voted in this
Chamber. So here we are 45 days away
waiting for action.

H.R. 3826, a measure which perma-
nently locks in the lower rate, is at
least a first step in terms of dealing
with the crisis in this country of stu-
dent loan debt, which now exceeds
credit card debt and car loan debt. We
have an issue here which threatens the
future viability of this country to suc-
ceed and compete in the world global
economy where we need a cutting-edge
workforce if we’re ever going to suc-
ceed in the future.

Forty-six days from today we are
going to be celebrating the 150th anni-
versary of President Abraham Lincoln
signing into law a measure called the
Moral Act. The Moral Act set up a na-
tional policy establishing land grant
colleges in all 50 States in this coun-
try. Back then its mission was to es-
tablish programs for mechanical engi-
neering and agricultural sciences.

What an amazing act of vision and
leadership. In the darkest days of the
Civil War, 1862, President Lincoln still
had the long view and understood that
if, as a Nation, we are going to succeed,
we need a national policy for higher
education. And in his wake, the Staf-
ford loan program was created, spon-
sored by a Republican, Robert Stafford
of Vermont. The Pell Grant program
was established by Claiborne Pell,
Democrat of Rhode Island, all to pro-
vide the building blocks so that young
people have that opportunity and the
ability to pursue their dreams and to
pursue their skill set, the true key of
success in this Nation.

We are a Nation that is blessed with
great natural resources. We have the
greatest military in the world. We have
great financial institutions. But the
real success of this country is our
broad-based middle class where edu-
cation provides the foundation for fam-
ilies and students to succeed.

That clock is ticking. I started this
running at 110 days, and we’re now
down to 45 days. It is time for the Sen-
ate Republicans to drop the filibuster,
allow consideration of the bill to help
middle class families as they deal with
next year’s tuition costs, and pass H.R.
3826 in the House of Representatives.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Tom Ellsworth, Sherwood
Oaks Christian Church, Bloomington,
Indiana, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, mere words are inad-
equate to express our deep gratitude
for the privilege of living in such a
great land. You have graciously guided
this Nation in the past. I pray that You
will continue to bless it in the days
ahead.

For all who have served in the past,
and for all who currently serve within
these hallowed walls, we give You our
thanks. Bless them and their families.

I pray, Lord, that You will encourage
them on the days when they are criti-
cized more than cheered. Give them
strength under stress, peace under
pressure, and wisdom under the weight
of the burdens they carry.

Fill them with Your insight and di-
vine perspective. Give them good judg-
ment in the decisions they make.
Guide their thoughts and intentions to
reflect Your timeless values. And in
the Nation’s business of this day, grant
them success.

In Christ I pray. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCINTYRE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MCINTYRE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING REVEREND TOM
ELLSWORTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. YOUNG) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

(Mr. YOUNG of Indiana asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. I want to
thank my friend, Tom Ellsworth, and
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his wife, Elsie, for traveling all the way
from Bloomington, Indiana, to deliver
this morning’s open prayer.

Tom has devoted his life to ministry.
He is senior minister to me, my wife,
Jenny, our four children, and so many
other Hoosiers at Sherwood Oaks
Christian Church in Bloomington.

2012 marks the 50th year since Sher-
wood Oaks was founded. To mark the
celebration, Tom has thrown down the
gauntlet. Our church will pray, give,
and serve like never before. Tom is
challenging more of us to become the
hands and feet of God, serving our
neighbors, our country, and beyond.

Tom understands that our Nation, in
fact any nation worthy of the name,
was built by selfless servants, people
like the 55 members of our church who
recently activated their faith to help
out tornado victims in southern Indi-
ana. America needs more such servants
and more people like Tom to inspire us
to service.

Thank you for making a difference,
Tom.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

THE STUDY OF THE STUDY OF
THE STUDIES

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
military spends a lot of money study-
ing, presumably, the effectiveness of
military programs. In fact, there are
numerous military studies of military
programs. So many, the Department of
Defense has commissioned a study of
those numerous studies to see how
much those studies cost.

Stay with me, Mr. Speaker. Now, the
Government Accountability Office has
done their own study of the military
study that is studying the cost of nu-
merous military studies that are
studying the cost and effectiveness of
military programs.

The GAO has concluded its study
that the military study of the studies
is incomplete, inconclusive, and incon-
sistent. So we really don’t know how
effective or costly those military stud-
ies are. Meanwhile, the cost of the GAO
study has not been studied yet.

Mr. Speaker, I hope this short study
of the government’s studies programs
let’s us all know how effective and effi-
cient government bureaucracy actually
operates.

And that’s just the way it is.
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CELEBRATING THE 150TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to say happy birthday to the
United States Department of Agri-
culture, which celebrated its 150th
birthday on May 15.

In my home State of North Carolina,
we have contributed to our Nation’s
agricultural success, and the Seventh
Congressional district is the most pro-
ductive agricultural district in the
State, with over $2.5 billion worth of
agricultural products sold each year.

Because our farms and our farmers
and our agribusinesses are so critical
to our State’s economy, it is vital that
the USDA partner with us, as it does
with States throughout our country,
helping farmers manage risk; providing
a safety net for producers who experi-
ence disasters from weather, pests, or
price collapse; giving rural commu-
nities the tools they need to be able to
make infrastructure improvements; in-
vesting in cutting-edge agricultural re-
search at our country’s premiere re-
search institutions and land grant uni-
versities. These all allow for break-
throughs in crop science and animal
agriculture.

Indeed, we say happy birthday to our
USDA. We know that the State of
North Carolina, and all of our States
that benefit from its services, allow
our farmers and our rural communities
in rural America to enjoy the strong
positive relationship to share our fu-
ture together. Let’s keep our farmers
and our rural communities strong.

——

NDAA PROTECTS TRICARE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today the House will debate
the National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2013. The House
Armed Services Committee approved
this bipartisan bill last week by a vote
of 56-5.

Earlier this year, the administration
announced an increase in the TRICARE
enrollment fees by up to 345 percent.
As chairman of the Subcommittee on
Military Personnel, I am pleased the
committee refused to authorize a pro-
vision to forward the administration’s
unfair proposal, which would destroy
jobs.

Our brave men and women in uniform
and their families have devoted their
lives to defend our country. Their serv-
ice to our Nation should be considered
a prepayment of health care benefits
and retirement.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill and give our military families the
fairness they deserve so they can work
for peace through strength.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Welcome to Washington, Realtors
and CPAs.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
DETECTIVE WALTER C. MEY, JR.

(Mr. CICCILINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICCILINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and recognize Detective
Walter C. Mey, Jr., who works for the
Middletown Police Department in the
First Congressional District of Rhode
Island.

Detective Mey recently received an
honorable mention from the National
Association of Police Organizations,
which praised his work as part of their
Top Cops award of 2012. Detective Mey
was recognized for his efforts in appre-
hending a murder suspect last year.

The Top Cops award recognizes law
enforcement officers who have been
nominated by their peers for going
above and beyond the call of duty. An
18-year veteran of the Middletown Po-
lice Department, Detective Mey has
been awarded a Meritorious Service
Medal from the Department. I con-
gratulate Detective Mey today on his
impressive achievements, and thank
him for his continuing service on be-
half of our community.

This week, as our Nation observes
National Police Week, we are mindful
that Detective Mey and every retired
and every active duty Rhode Island po-
lice officer deserves our tremendous
gratitude for their commitment to en-
suring our safety.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all members of the
gallery that they are guests of the
House and that any manifestation of
approval or disapproval of the pro-
ceedings is in violation of House rules.

———
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RALPH CHESHIER

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. I rise today to
honor Mr. Ralph Cheshier, a veteran
teacher in the Valley View School Dis-
trict of Jonesboro, Arkansas.

For 37 years, Mr. Cheshier has taught
his students the principles of agri-
culture. Mr. Cheshier is also a longtime
member of the Partners in an Active
Learning Setting, or PALS program.
PALS is a mentoring program that
matches high school students in the
Vocational Agriculture Leadership
Class with kindergarten students to de-
velop personal skills and explore inter-
ests in plants and animals. The Valley
View PALS chapter is one of only 10 in
Arkansas.

Mr. Cheshier has a unique style of
teaching through storytelling. He loves
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spending time with his students in the
school greenhouse and shop, teaching
them valuable skills and making his
students become self-sufficient mem-
bers of society. Mr. Cheshier will be re-
membered for his contributions to the
academic and life development of his
students. Many of the lessons he
taught will go well beyond the class-
room and will stick with those stu-
dents forever.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to rep-
resent people like Mr. Cheshier, who
make Arkansas a great place to live.

Happy retirement.

————

USPS REFORM

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, last week
we learned that the Williams Street
mail processing facility in my Buffalo
community will remain open despite
proposals by the Postal Service to
close it.

While this is welcome news, I remain
deeply disappointed by the ‘‘decide
first and justify later” approach that
the Postal Service has used throughout
this process. From failing to notify
residents of proposed closures to poor
record-keeping at public meetings, the
amount of community involvement in
this process has been unacceptable, and
now postal workers are faced with un-
certainty as the status of their place of
employment remains unclear.

Mr. Speaker, we must take advan-
tage of this temporary moratorium on
closures in order to take a serious look
at the facility closure process and to
make much-needed reforms.

————

OUR NATIONAL DEBT

(Ms. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I had
the privilege of receiving a letter from
a constituent, a 14-year-old young man
of Star Boy Scouts who is seeking to
become a an Eagle Scout, and he is
concerned about the Federal debt and
deficit.

Christopher Woloshyn wrote to me:

I think that the Federal deficit is too high
and overwhelming for Americans, and will
affect people like me even more in the future

. I believe our government must stop
spending more money than it takes in. Can
you please help our government reduce our
national deficit so myself and fellow young
Americans will not be burdened by our na-
tional debt?

Christopher, I could not agree more
with you, and you have the wisdom of
someone who can look at this issue
with fresh eyes.

We here in the House of Representa-
tives, under the leadership of Speaker
BOEHNER, are dedicated to making sure
that we do not add to that debt, which
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