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Instead, we are debating a bill that 

includes a provision that would remove 
a modest, yet valuable, tool for Federal 
law enforcement to stop the illegal 
smuggling of firearms and the killing 
of thousands of innocent people. Where 
are our priorities? 

I do want to thank Chairman WOLF 
and Ranking Member FATTAH for in-
cluding $12 million in the CJS bill to 
implement the NICS Amendments Im-
provement Act. It’s a $7 million in-
crease over last year; that’s progress. 
In fact, it’s a program that assists 
States in the establishment and up-
grade of information such as mental 
health records entered into databases 
that are used to determine eligibility 
for firearm purchases. If we had had 
that, perhaps our colleague, Gabby Gif-
fords, would not have been shot. In-
creased funding is a step in the right 
direction, but the inclusion of the ATF 
provision is not. It will only serve to 
undermine Federal law enforcement’s 
ability to stop illegal gun trafficking. 
Congress needs to stop weakening gun 
policy to serve the narrow interests of 
the gun lobby and start enacting laws 
to protect the safety of the American 
public. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Bless the Members of this assembly 
as they set upon the work of these 
hours, of these days. Help them to 
make wise decisions in a good manner, 
and to carry their responsibilities 
steadily with high hopes for a better 
future for our great Nation. 

Deepen their faith, widen their sym-
pathies, heighten their aspirations, and 
give them the strength to do what 
ought to be done for this country. 

May Your blessing, O God, be with 
them and with us all this day and every 
day to come, and may all we do be done 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian E. 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I wear 
this pin today in honor of May as Na-
tional Foster Care Month. At the end 
of fiscal year 2010, over 100,000 foster 
youth were eligible and waiting for 
adoption. Sixty-five percent of former 
foster children experienced at least 
seven school changes while in care. In 
2010, almost 30,000 youth ‘‘aged out’’ of 
the foster care system without a per-
manent family. In some States, up to 
50 percent of former foster and proba-
tion youth become homeless within the 
first 18 months of emancipation. In 
some cities, nearly 60 percent of vic-
tims of domestic minor sex trafficking 
are youth from the foster care system. 

All children deserve safe, loving, and 
permanent homes. We must work to-
gether to create good policy for foster 
youth, and I would encourage anyone 
thinking about becoming a parent to 
consider changing a life through adop-
tion and foster care. 

f 

POSTAL REFORM 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remind this House of the far- 
reaching impact that proposed postal 
facility closures would have. In my 
Buffalo community, closing the Wil-
liam Street mail processing facility 
would affect 700 jobs. Closures would 
also adversely impact our printing and 
mailing industry, in addition to non-
profit agencies in local municipalities 
who rely on regular mail service. 

Last week, the Senate took the first 
step in postal reform by passing legis-

lation that would prevent the large- 
scale closure of postal facilities by re-
quiring the postal service to maintain 
overnight delivery for at least 3 years. 

Mr. Speaker, though the Senate bill 
is not perfect, we must bring it to the 
floor immediately in order to achieve 
real reform. This bill is our best path 
forward. 

f 

MEDICAL DEVICE TAX 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
the Energy and Commerce Health Sub-
committee approved bipartisan legisla-
tion to reauthorize and reform the 
Food and Drug Administration user-fee 
program. This bill will smooth the 
process of reviewing medical devices 
and drugs, increasing transparency and 
predictability. It’s a big step in the 
right direction for helping American 
companies continue to lead the world 
in medical research. Unfortunately, the 
medical device industry faces a huge 
setback starting next year. 

Last week, Senator TOOMEY and I vis-
ited Precision Medical Products in 
Denver, Pennsylvania. In a roundtable 
meeting, we heard from a dozen med-
ical device companies about how the 
new ObamaCare medical device tax will 
destroy jobs and stall research. This 
new 2.3 percent tax is on all revenue— 
and not just profits—meaning even if a 
company is struggling to break even or 
even losing money, they have to pay 
this hefty tax bill. This new tax is over 
and above the new user fees that they 
have agreed to pay. 

Already, some companies have cut 
back. Yesterday, we took a big step 
forward. But if this new tax becomes 
reality next year, we could still lose 
the edge on medical device equipment. 
It should be repealed. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Yesterday was 
President Harry S. Truman’s birthday. 
One of his quotes is particularly appro-
priate today. He said: 

The purpose of our society is to enable the 
individual to attain the highest achievement 
of which he is capable. 

The highest achievements that have 
sprung from our education system have 
included harnessing the atom, claiming 
the high ground in space, and curing 
previously fatal diseases. But now, be-
cause of our failure to adequately fund 
education, tuition is skyrocketing. 
Graduates who wish to reach for 
achievement are anchored to Earth by 
thousands of dollars in debt. For us to 
also allow interest rates to double on 
these student loans is morally unac-
ceptable and economically foolish. 

To paraphrase President Truman: the 
extra bucks stop here. 
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Let’s stop the student loan interest 

rates from doubling July 1. Stop the 
political games. Let’s support Amer-
ican students to attain their highest 
achievements. 

f 

RURAL POST OFFICES 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I rise today to 
highlight a subject that is personal in 
Arkansas’s First Congressional Dis-
trict: the proposed closure of thousands 
of rural post offices across the country. 

This week I sent a letter to Post-
master General Patrick Donahoe ask-
ing him to give the House of Represent-
atives time to pass meaningful postal 
reform legislation. As it stands now, 
over 3,600 post offices are slated for clo-
sure on May 15. In my district alone, 
100 post offices have been put on the 
closure list. 

In November, I filed the Protecting 
Our Rural American Post Offices Act of 
2011. The bill would prohibit the postal 
service from closing rural post offices 
that do not have an alternative office 
within 8 miles accessible by public 
roads. The bill is an effort to level the 
field between rural and urban post of-
fice closures. 

So many of the challenges we face in 
Washington are not Democrat versus 
Republican, but rather urban versus 
rural interests. Americans living in 
rural communities rely on their post 
offices for medicine delivery and Social 
Security benefits and veterans bene-
fits, among other things. Access to 
postal services should not be limited to 
urban families. 

I urge Postmaster General Donahoe 
to give the House time to pass mean-
ingful postal reform legislation. The 
postal service cannot hope to cure all 
their budget woes on the backs of rural 
Americans. 

f 

b 1210 

INVESTING IN AMERICA 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
had the golden opportunity to travel 
with our President to the capital re-
gion of upstate New York to visit our 
nanotechnology center. This campus is 
poised for tremendous growth as we 
witness an investment in public and 
private partnership. 

The President utilized that visit to 
showcase a very glowing example of 
the appropriateness of investing in ad-
vanced manufacturing. It’s a great 
path toward job creation, job reten-
tion. The President underscored the 
value of investing in precision tech-
nology, in R&D, in efficiency, and in 
workforce development—workforce de-
velopment, development that comes in 
many dimensions, training and retrain-

ing and apprenticeship programs, and, 
yes, the path to success via higher edu-
cation. 

Speaking to that, our higher edu-
cation dreams need to be fostered with 
affordability and availability. The 3.4 
percent cap on interest rates for stu-
dent loans cannot grow to 6.8 percent. 
We will dumb down the dreams of our 
young adults who are looking to go on-
ward with their careers through higher 
education. We need to pass legislation 
so as to hold that cap at 3.4 percent, 
and we cannot allow it to grow come 
July 1 because of inaction by this Con-
gress. I ask us to pass that measure in 
this House. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TEACHER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in order to 
recognize National Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week by sharing my heartfelt 
praise of Pennsylvania’s teachers and 
educators throughout this great coun-
try. 

I would like to recognize Tricia Mil-
ler, Pennsylvania’s Teacher of the Year 
from Penns Valley Area School Dis-
trict located in my home county in the 
Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict, and Margaret McLaughlin of Gar-
net Valley Area School District in 
eastern Pennsylvania, who was the re-
cipient of the Education Support Pro-
fessional of the Year Award for Penn-
sylvania. Their accomplishments are 
impressive, and both are the type who 
go above and beyond when helping our 
students achieve academic success. 

Like so many other teachers, they 
remain tirelessly committed to high 
achievement and developing the next 
generation of leaders. And while these 
two are Pennsylvania’s award winners, 
there are countless others who dedicate 
their lives day in and day out to ensure 
that students live up to their indi-
vidual potential and strive to push 
young learners to surpass that poten-
tial. 

As a Nation, we must make sure that 
we celebrate outstanding educators 
every day. During National Teacher 
Appreciation Week, I want to thank all 
teachers for their hard work and dedi-
cation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TEACHER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor our teachers during National 
Teacher Appreciation Week. Teachers 
do not merely just teach in the class-
room, they listen to their students and 
gently push them to reach their full 
potential. Teachers serve as role mod-
els and mentors. 

Because of the mentorship of my 
teachers in high school, I applied for 
college. I was fortunate to be given a 
scholarship and an opportunity that I 
would not have known about if it were 
not for my teachers. Upon graduating, 
I decided to give back to my commu-
nity and became a teacher. 

New Jersey has among the most tal-
ented teachers in the country, and our 
students are lucky to learn from them. 
While we are honoring them this week, 
we should be thankful for their service 
every day. We trust teachers with our 
most valuable resources—our children. 

While we ask teachers to prepare our 
children to meet the challenges of the 
21st century, we must give them the 
tools to rise to these challenges. Com-
petitive salaries and financial re-
sources must be provided. 

Let’s join together in recognizing our 
teachers in New Jersey and across the 
country. Take the time to thank your 
teacher for their leadership and inspi-
ration. 

f 

EDUCATION IS KEY TO SOUND 
FUTURE 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, as a former 
community college trustee member, I 
understand that good education is key 
to a sound future. Sadly, many work-
ing families in America now find them-
selves unable to afford higher edu-
cation for their children. And even 
worse, if Congress does not act soon, 
the interest rate for students will dou-
ble from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent; 7.4 
million American students will face 
thousands of dollars in new debt if we 
do not act before July. 

Last week, House Republicans 
showed they are unwilling to work on a 
real solution to this crisis. In a sham 
vote, Republicans put forward a bill to 
pay for the interest rate halt by slash-
ing funds for women and children’s 
health services. 

America’s young people deserve bet-
ter. Let’s keep their dreams alive. 
Let’s get serious about a bipartisan so-
lution to strengthen Pell Grants and 
keep student loan interest rates low. 
Let’s help our students become the 
leaders of tomorrow. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Ms. BASS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize May as Na-
tional Foster Care Month. The goal of 
this special month is to raise aware-
ness about the experiences and needs of 
more than 400,000 youth in the foster 
care system. 

The Congressional Caucus on Foster 
Youth asked young people around the 
country to tell us their experiences via 
our Web site, Congressional Caucus on 
Foster Youth. Throughout the month, 
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