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Avi and Julie Israel and other par-

ents in Washington this week have 
shown amazing strength despite un-
thinkable sorrow. Their pain will never 
be relieved, but we have an obligation 
to move quickly to ‘‘Save the Michaels 
of the World.’’ 

f 

STUDENT LOANS 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, on 
July 2, we will celebrate the 150th anni-
versary of President Abraham Lin-
coln’s signing of the Morrill Act, a Fed-
eral mandate for every State to estab-
lish a land grant college. 

What an inspiring example. In the 
darkest days of the Civil War, we have 
leaders who understood that making 
college a national priority was too im-
portant to be ignored. Sadly, the day 
before that anniversary, July 1—53 
days from today—we risk breaking 
faith with that vision when Stafford 
student loan interest rates double from 
3.4 percent to 6.8 percent. 

For 3 months, I have put forth a bi-
partisan bill, with over 150 cosponsors, 
to permanently fix this problem. Yet 
all we have gotten from the Republican 
leadership is a Band-Aid bill that is a 
dead letter—cynically wiping out a 
fund to prevent cancer, heart disease, 
and diabetes to pay for only 1 year of 
student loan relief. 

Sorry, Mr. Speaker. The American 
people are smarter than that. They 
want a real bill, paid for fairly, that 
helps students, not fearful politicians. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATE 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, right 
now, student loan debt is higher than 
credit card debt for the first time in 
history. College costs are growing each 
year, forcing students to take out more 
loans to get the same education—an 
education that gives them the keys to 
the American middle class. And the Re-
publican’s response? Play political 
games that could result in interest rate 
hikes from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent on 
July 1 for student loans, affecting over 
7 million students, making the average 
graduate pay an additional $1,000 in in-
terest payments each year if rates are 
allowed to double. Ohio students alone 
will end up paying nearly $300 million 
in extra interest payments over the 
next year. 

Recent graduates have high unem-
ployment rates and are the least pre-
pared to deal with these increased pay-
ments. But House Republicans are con-
tent to plunge them deeper into debt 
while instead fighting for more tax 
breaks for millionaires, many of whom 
pay lower rates than the middle class. 

It’s time for Republicans to come to 
the table and compromise. It seems 
logical that Congress would not stand 

in the way of making college more af-
fordable by doubling the interest rates 
of college loans, but the Republican 
Party in this House is not acting logi-
cally. What a crying shame. 

f 

KEEPING STUDENT LOAN 
INTEREST RATE LOW 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, when the 
President alerted the country that stu-
dent loan interest rates would double 
July 1, our Republican friends called it 
a fake controversy, that they always 
intended to take care of it. Why, then, 
was it nowhere to be found in the Re-
publican Ryan budget? Why do they 
want to pay for it with the health care 
funds of the parents and grandparents 
of the Class of 2012? 

This year’s class will graduate with 
an unemployment rate for their age 
group that is twice the national aver-
age. Keeping their loan rates low 
should be this session’s no-brainer. If 
student loan rates go to 6.8 percent, 
they will be paying above the mortgage 
interest rates of many Americans. 
Treasury is borrowing at virtually 
zero. 

Congress has not given the Class of 
2012 a jobs bill. One graduation gift we 
can give them is the current 3.4 percent 
interest rate. 

f 

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise in recogni-
tion of National Teacher Appreciation 
Day. Let us honor all of our teachers 
for their passion and dedication to edu-
cating America’s future. 

Today, I would like to recognize Mrs. 
Pam Krey, a resident of the district 
that I represent, who has dedicated her 
life to education. Before launching her 
Anaheim Union High School District 
career as an administrator for 25 years, 
she taught at all levels in the Anaheim 
City School District. Mrs. Krey has 
said: 

The single most important thing we can do 
for our students is to create a place for high 
levels of learning that is safe, caring, and fo-
cused on developing the academic and social 
skills that can take them to whatever their 
goals and dreams may be. 

In addition to serving as principal, 
Mrs. Krey also served the community 
of Anaheim in Orange County. She’s an 
active member of the Anaheim Police 
Chief’s Advisory Board, the Cops 4 Kids 
Board, and Youth Leadership of Amer-
ica. She has received numerous awards 
throughout the years, including Teach-
er of the Year, Special Education 
Friend of Education, the Outstanding 
Contribution to Education Award from 
the Orange County Department of Edu-

cation, and Disney’s Community Serv-
ices Award. 

Mrs. Krey will be retiring at the end 
of this academic year as principal from 
the very school she attended as a teen-
ager. 

I encourage everyone to thank their 
teachers today. 

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET 
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats are committed to reducing the 
deficit in a balanced way. In contrast, 
Republicans will bring up a bill this 
week that breaks our bipartisan agree-
ment, erasing the hard work on both 
sides to reach compromise. This was 
the agreement that resulted in us al-
lowing to raise the debt ceiling and put 
in place the supercommittee that could 
have reached a more balanced approach 
to budgeting, with both revenues and 
budget cuts. But my Republican col-
leagues rejected increased revenues 
that were needed. 

This wasn’t simply a gentleman’s 
agreement that was arrived at that 
will put in place sequester. This com-
promise was signed into law as our 
pledge to each other and to the Nation 
to work together to solve our most 
challenging issues. 

Republicans are reneging on that 
agreement. They’ve decided that cut-
ting the programs which would help 
heat my constituents’ homes, put food 
on their tables, and send their children 
to college is the right approach to re-
building a strong economy. They’ve de-
cided that denying health coverage to 
thousands of Americans is better than 
repealing tax cuts to millionaires. 
They’ve decided that going it alone is 
more important than working with 
Democrats. 

Democrats have a plan to put our fis-
cal house back in order. It’s been 500 
days since the GOP took over and we’re 
still waiting for theirs. We can do bet-
ter, and I urge them to work with us. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN BUDGET 
RECONCILIATION PACKAGE 

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, Republicans are going to pass a 
budget reconciliation that gives tax 
breaks to the wealthiest Americans, 
Big Oil, and companies that ship Amer-
ican jobs overseas. 

The Center on Budget and Policy Pri-
orities says that this Tea Party budget 
that gives away $3 trillion would pro-
vide those making over a million dol-
lars a year with an average tax cut of 
$394,000 a year. 

And how do the Republicans pay for 
this little bonus? Well, Mr. Speaker, 
they do it by ending the Medicare guar-
antee and balancing their budget on 
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the backs of the middle class and 
America’s most vulnerable: our sen-
iors, women, and children. That means 
that 326,000 women will lose breast can-
cer screenings, 300,000 fewer children 
will be with health insurance, and 1.7 
million seniors are going to go without 
Meals on Wheels. 

This Tea Party budget is an embar-
rassment. We can all do better, and 
Democrats know that because we sup-
port a balanced approach that creates 
jobs and expands opportunities. Repub-
licans ought to know better. Actually, 
Mr. Speaker, they ought to do better 
by honoring the American people. 

f 

b 1220 

STAFFORD LOANS IN HAWAII 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, the 
Senate is now debating the Stafford 
loan or the student loan bill—their 
version. And their version is better be-
cause their version pays for it by clos-
ing big tax loopholes. It requires us to 
now look at what the House passed. We 
paid for a 1-year extension by repealing 
the preventative health care provi-
sions. What does that mean? It means 
that women and children will suffer. 

For my State, Mr. Speaker, it meant 
that the State preventative grants will 
be gone, and that’s what we need to 
prevent heart attacks, to address the 
concerns of, in particular, women and 
children and those who are in need. 

But what does it mean when we let 
this interest rate go up? For me, it is 
16,681 students, average loans of $4,000- 
plus, total amount of loans in the 
State of $67-plus million. This is going 
to be an additional $16 million to them. 
Mr. Speaker, we can do better. 

f 

NATIONAL TEACHER DAY 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, most of 
us remember a teacher who made us 
look at the world a little differently, 
introduced us to a new idea or changed 
the way we thought. 

For me, that teacher was Betty 
Miles. For 2 years at Atherton High 
School in Louisville, my English teach-
er introduced me to an entire universe 
of thought and language, and I am for-
ever grateful. 

Across the country, millions of peo-
ple like Betty Miles are introducing 
young Americans to new concepts that 
will stick with them for a lifetime. 
Their work is critical for our most fun-
damental national interest: to build 
and maintain a strong and vibrant 
economy and to remain at the fore-
front of global innovation and ideas. 
And their daily sacrifices on behalf of 
growing generations are nothing short 
of heroic. 

Much in the way teachers change the 
lives of their students, their voices also 

shape debate in Washington. As we 
consider the future of public education 
in this country, we must also continue 
to hear from those on the ground to 
better address the challenges facing 
our school systems. 

Mr. Speaker, today on National 
Teacher Day, I encourage everyone to 
not only thank their teachers, but to 
ask them this essential question: How 
can we do better? 

f 

OBSTACLES TO HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, if we 
don’t act within the next 53 days, what 
we are going to see is the student loan 
interest rate double from 3.4 percent to 
6.8 percent for more than 7.5 million 
students. I understand that basically 
that means a student would rack up an 
additional $1,000 in debt each year that 
the student interest rate stayed at 7 
percent instead of 3 percent. The fact 
of the matter is, we have to do some-
thing about this. 

Last week during our district office 
week, I went to Rutgers University, 
Mr. Speaker, and I met with students. 
They were in the middle of their final 
exams. They reject outright this Re-
publican idea that we should take 
money from women’s or children’s 
health care, from the prevention fund, 
to pay for this. There has got to be a 
better way of doing it that we must ap-
proach on a bipartisan basis. But I 
heard the stories at Rutgers about the 
students and how much debt, crushing 
debt, they had. Not only those who had 
debt from their undergraduate days, 
but also many students who have to go 
on to graduate school or law school or 
medical school and accumulate even 
more debt. 

We need to address this problem im-
mediately with regard to the student 
interest rate. We have got to keep it 
low. But we also have to address the 
larger issue of college affordability 
over the long term. There has to be 
more money for student loans and for 
grants. College affordability is some-
thing that we need to address in a 
major way, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5326, COMMERCE, JUS-
TICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2013; WAIVING REQUIRE-
MENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE 
XIII WITH RESPECT TO CONSID-
ERATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS; AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 643 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 643 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5326) making 
appropriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Appropriations. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. 
Points of order against provisions in the bill 
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule 
XXI are waived. During consideration of the 
bill for amendment, the chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may accord priority in 
recognition on the basis of whether the 
Member offering an amendment has caused 
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments 
so printed shall be considered as read. When 
the committee rises and reports the bill back 
to the House with a recommendation that 
the bill do pass, the previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the bill and 
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. House Resolution 614 is amended in 
section 2(a) by inserting ‘‘and the allocations 
of spending authority printed in Tables 11 
and 12 of House Report 112-421 shall be con-
sidered for all purposes in the House to be 
the allocations under section 302(a) of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974’’ before the 
period. 

SEC. 3. The requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a 
report from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House is 
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported on May 10, 2012, providing for consid-
eration or disposition of any measure re-
ported by the Committee on the Budget re-
lating to section 201 of House Concurrent 
Resolution 112. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MARCHANT). The gentleman from Geor-
gia is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, I always look around 
when I hear the Reading Clerk reading 
the rule because I can’t tell if folks are 
glossing over or if they are excited 
about it, like I am. If you paid close at-
tention to the Reading Clerk this 
morning, Mr. Speaker, you’re excited 
about it. You’re excited about it be-
cause we’re here to do the first appro-
priations bill of the FY 2013 cycle. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, as you know, there is 
about two-thirds of the budget that is 
the mandatory spending—that budget 
that gets spent whether Congress 
shows up to work or not. It’s just 
money that gets borrowed from our 
children and goes right out the door. 
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