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I actually saw an old clip of Presi-

dent Eisenhower when he came up with 
a plan for a national cultural center. 
Subsequently after that, of course, we 
had the assassination of our beloved 
President Kennedy. In 1964, they began 
work. In 1971, they actually opened the 
center and named it the Kennedy Cen-
ter in honor of our late President. But 
a little bit about the history. 

I’m also excited about this proposal 
because this legislation authorizes one 
of the first additions I know of. I know 
we’ve done some repairs and some ren-
ovations, but we’re actually talking 
about an addition to the Kennedy Cen-
ter, and it’s going to be funded with 
private money. Only private funds will 
be raised for this. So it’s exciting to 
see a public-private partnership and 
the great leadership of the Kennedy 
Center. 

I have to pay a little bit of tribute to 
Michael Kaiser, the president. This guy 
works day and night to make every-
thing happen at the Kennedy Center. 
And he, of course, reports to the chair-
man of the board, who is David 
Rubenstein. He does a magnificent job 
corralling some of the leaders of our 
Nation, those in business and free en-
terprise that come in and through their 
donations support the Kennedy Center. 

It’s incredible—Washington, D.C. pro-
grams. It truly has made the Nation’s 
Capital a center for a whole host of cul-
tural activities—dance and theater and 
symphonic music, and the list goes on 
and on. And many people across the 
Nation get to see it in their own living 
rooms. They don’t always get to come 
to our Nation’s Capital, but we’ve seen 
those performances that are televised. 
So it is a rich part of our Nation’s Cap-
ital, and certainly a rich part of our 
Nation’s culture, and we are now see-
ing for the first time an addition. 

This addition will support the cen-
ter’s educational mission, and that’s 
very important. It will be a benefit, 
again, both for Washington, D.C., our 
Nation’s Capital, and for the Nation. 
And internationally they have pro-
grams today. The purpose of the expan-
sion is to provide improved facilities of 
the Kennedy Center by adding approxi-
mately 56,000 square feet of space for 
classrooms, rehearsal rooms, event 
spaces, and offices. And for the first 
time, they will have a dedicated area 
for educational purposes, as I’ve out-
lined; other rehearsals and other func-
tions and activities and things that 
don’t fit into some of the theater and 
some of the existing facilities that 
they have already in the main building. 
So the expansion will permit the center 
to address its growing needs and pro-
vide greater accessibility for the cen-
ter’s programs and performances for 
the general public. 

So I’m pretty excited about this pro-
posal. Most people don’t know that we 
worked some years, 15 years, on the 
visitors center. We also were raising 
funds. Part of the construction of that 
visitors center was raising funds pri-
vately. Most people wouldn’t know 

that the author of the visitors center 
was Newt Gingrich, the former Speaker 
of the House, who made an agreement 
that half the funds would be raised pri-
vately for that visitors center here at 
the Capitol, and also some public 
funds. Of course, all that changed with 
September 11, when the Capitol was at-
tacked and our Nation was attacked, 
and we had to make some dramatic 
changes in that whole funding, and se-
curity issues that were raised there. 
But, like the visitors center, we’re rais-
ing funds. This is totally, again, the 
private sector that is building this fa-
cility and great addition to the Ken-
nedy Center. 

So with that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The Kennedy Center, a Presidential 
memorial, is one of the Nation’s busi-
est arts facilities, presenting more 
than 2,000 performances annually and 
hosting thousands of theater-goers, 
visitors, and tourists. In fact, it is con-
sidered by many to be the greatest per-
forming arts center in the world. 

The Kennedy Center also provides 
educational programs for both teachers 
and students from pre-kindergarten 
through college across the United 
States. 

H.R. 4097 is a bipartisan bill that au-
thorizes the Kennedy Center for a total 
of $36 million for fiscal years 2013 and 
2014 for maintenance, repair, and cap-
ital projects only. 
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These authorization levels are de-
rived from the Kennedy Center’s 2001 
comprehensive building plan, and the 
funding is being held flat for fiscal year 
2013 and 2014. 

The bill also authorizes the Kennedy 
Center to construct a 100,000-square- 
foot addition for educational programs, 
using no Federal funds, and with the 
same restrictions on naming rights as 
the rest of the building. 

In addition to the Kennedy Center’s 
responsibility to run a national pro-
gram promoting the arts, it is, first 
and foremost, a Presidential memorial, 
and we have a responsibility to fund its 
maintenance consistent with the dig-
nity of a Presidential memorial. This 
memorial remains a fitting tribute to 
President John F. Kennedy, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
H.R. 4097. 

Mr. Speaker, I am cosponsor of this 
bill, but I am pleased to note that the 
Kennedy Center has gone very na-
tional, and it has taken not only its 
own programs nationally, but it aids 
arts programs throughout the United 
States. It raises its own funds, but of 
course, even if this weren’t a Presi-
dential memorial, it is very hard to 
raise private funds for maintenance 
and repair of a memorial in Wash-
ington. So I think that the flat funding 
for 2013 and ’14 is more than justified. 

I’d like to commend President Mi-
chael Kaiser, yes, and the board of 

trustees, once again, on the art serv-
ices, the cultural services they are 
bringing across the Nation, as well as 
to the Nation’s Capital. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MICA. In closing, again, I think 

this is a very significant piece of legis-
lation that does authorize the first ad-
dition that I know of to the Kennedy 
Center. Not only does it do that, it 
does it with the whole expansion being 
done with private funds. But we do 
have to authorize that. Again, the Fed-
eral Government is the custodian and 
trustee of the center. 

Also, I think this bill is brought for-
ward in a fiscally responsible approach 
for maintaining the facility, and we au-
thorize the capital repair and mainte-
nance program for the Kennedy Center 
at the requested level, and also in a re-
duction from current spending levels. 

So whether it’s the cultural center of 
the Nation, the Kennedy Center, and 
all other government programs either 
partially funded, like this, or publicly 
funded, we’ve got to do more with less 
taxpayers’ money in a responsible fash-
ion. This legislation does that, and I’m 
pleased to offer it for consideration of 
the House. 

I urge my colleagues to support pas-
sage of this measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 4097. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL 
GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL PEACE 
OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 117) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 117 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR 

NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the 
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary 
(in this resolution referred to as the ‘‘spon-
sor’’) shall be permitted to sponsor a public 
event, the 31st Annual National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service (in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘‘event’’), on the Capitol 
Grounds, in order to honor the law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of duty 
during 2011. 

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be 
held on May 15, 2012, or on such other date as 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
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and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate jointly designate. 
SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol 
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall 
be— 

(1) free of admission charge and open to the 
public; and 

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs 
of Congress. 

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all 
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event. 
SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS. 

Subject to the approval of the Architect of 
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to 
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage, 
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment, as may be 
required for the event. 
SEC. 4. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the 
event. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) and the gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia (Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con. 
Res. 117. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H. Con. Res. 117 would authorize the 

use of the Capitol Grounds for the Na-
tional Peace Officers’ Memorial Serv-
ice on May 15, 2012. I’m pleased to be a 
sponsor of this important resolution. 

In 1962, May 15 was designated by 
President Kennedy as Peace Officers 
Memorial Day and the week in which it 
falls as Police Week. The memorial 
service began in 1982 as a gathering in 
Senate Park of just 120 survivors and 
supporters of law enforcement. Today, 
National Police Week draws tens of 
thousands of law enforcement officials 
and their supporters from around the 
world who travel to the Nation’s Cap-
ital to participate in events that honor 
our fallen officers. 

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service, which is sponsored by the 
Grand Lodge of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, is one in a series of events 
which includes the candlelight vigil 
and seminars. These important events 
help us to honor and remember the sac-
rifice of those members of law enforce-
ment around our Nation who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Back home in my district, we re-
cently felt the pain of losing a re-
spected member of the law enforce-
ment community, Deputy Robert 
Paris. He was slain in the line of duty 
just a few weeks ago. He was the third 
sworn officer to be killed while serving 
with the Stanislaus County Sheriff’s 
Department. He was known in the com-
munity to volunteer for the dangerous 
work and had requested an assignment 
in the Civil Division. 

When any community loses an offi-
cer, it is a tragedy, both for the family 
and for those whose lives benefited 
from their service. 

Deputy Paris is survived by his par-
ents, Robert, Sr. and Jane; sister, 
Krista; brother, Eric; and two children. 

By passing this legislation, we will be 
honoring Deputy Paris and all of those 
who came before him. I urge my col-
leagues to support passage of this reso-
lution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
House Concurrent Resolution 117 au-

thorizes use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the 31st Annual National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service on May 15 on 
the West Front of the Capitol, a solemn 
and respectful public event in our Na-
tion’s Capital honoring our heroic law 
enforcement officers who were killed in 
the line of duty in 2011. 

According to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund, last 
year, 173 brave men and women were 
killed in the line of duty. Unfortu-
nately, however, the number of officers 
killed in the line of duty increased 13 
percent from 2010, with this year mark-
ing the first time in 14 years where 
more officers died from firearms-re-
lated incidents than from traffic-re-
lated incidents. Over 19,000 law enforce-
ment officers have been killed while on 
duty since the first law enforcement 
death was recorded in 1791. 

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service is a fitting tribute to the 
900,000 current law enforcement officers 
and all Federal, State, and local peace 
officers who give their lives in the 
daily work of protecting our families, 
our homes, and our workplaces. We 
honor these officers and their families 
on the Capitol Grounds for both their 
service and the ultimate sacrifice that 
some pay to maintain peace in commu-
nities across America. 

Consistent with all Capitol Hill 
events, the memorial service will be 
free and open to the public. I support 
the resolution and urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this tribute to 
our fallen peace officers. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, these 
important events help us to honor and 
remember the sacrifice of the members 
of law enforcement around our Nation 
that have made this ultimate sacrifice. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from California (Mr. 
DENHAM) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 117. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 
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AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL 
GROUNDS FOR DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA SPECIAL OLYMPICS LAW 
ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 118) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the District of Columbia 
Special Olympics Law Enforcement 
Torch Run. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 118 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF THE 

CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR DC SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TORCH RUN. 

On June 1, 2012, or on such other date as 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate may jointly designate, 
the 27th Annual District of Columbia Special 
Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run (in 
this resolution referred to as the ‘‘event’’) 
may be run through the Capitol Grounds as 
part of the journey of the Special Olympics 
torch to the District of Columbia Special 
Olympics summer games. 
SEC. 2. RESPONSIBILITY OF CAPITOL POLICE 

BOARD. 
The Capitol Police Board shall take such 

actions as may be necessary to carry out the 
event. 
SEC. 3. CONDITIONS RELATING TO PHYSICAL 

PREPARATIONS. 
The Architect of the Capitol may prescribe 

conditions for physical preparations for the 
event. 
SEC. 4. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the 
event. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) and the gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia (Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
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