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winners from 2007, 2008, and 2009. We
have broken our string, but maybe we
will get it back. But everybody is a
winner. The winners in 2007 and 2008,
Kacie Rader and Courtney Rayle, re-
spectively, went on to win the national
championship.

I want to thank those Members who
have cosponsored this resolution, my
good friends from our area, not only
Ms. NORTON, who has been one of our
leaders, but also Representatives
GERRY CONNOLLY, DONNA EDWARDS, JIM
MORAN, CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, and FRANK
WOLF. And again, I thank my good and
dear friend from Washington State for
her leadership on this; and my col-
league and fellow Washington area rep-
resentative, we are a team on this, and
I want to thank Ms. NORTON for her ex-
traordinary leadership for not only the
District of Columbia but of our region,
and on so many important issues to
this country.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.
Speaker, I continue to reserve my
time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the bipartisanship of this bill. To
my good friend, the minority whip
from Maryland, I can only say that the
championship that your own district
brought back is enough to make us
think that our area teams might one
day have a championship.
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We know this much: these students
have to construct these soap boxes
themselves. I mean, this is your STEM
leaders still to come, the engineers of
the future.

I have no further speakers, and I ap-
preciate all of the support of our good
friends on the other side.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port passage of this resolution. And
with that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Washington
(Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 106.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2012

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4097) to amend the John F. Ken-
nedy Center Act to authorize appro-
priations for the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4097

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘John F. Ken-
nedy Center Reauthorization Act of 2012”.
SEC. 2. EXPANSION PROJECT FOR JOHN F. KEN-

NEDY CENTER FOR THE PER-
FORMING ARTS.

Section 3 of the John F. Kennedy Center
Act (20 U.S.C. 76i) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘‘(c) EXPANSION PROJECT.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO CONSTRUCT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the require-
ments of this subsection, the Board may un-
dertake such activities as may be necessary
to construct the expansion project.

‘(B) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOARD.—The
Board may construct the expansion project,
and shall be responsible for the planning, de-
sign, engineering, and construction of the ex-
pansion project.

¢“(C) LIMITATIONS.—

‘(i) MissioN.—All activities carried out
under this paragraph shall be within the mis-
sion of the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts to serve as the national
center for the performing arts.

‘(i) FUNDING.—The costs of planning, de-
sign, engineering, and construction of the ex-
pansion project shall be paid for using non-
appropriated funds.

‘(2) ANNUAL OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE
COSTS.—

‘“(A) ESTIMATES.—Before awarding a con-
tract for construction of the expansion
project, the Board shall estimate any addi-
tional annual operations and maintenance
costs (or savings) associated with the
project.

‘(B) BUDGET REQUESTS.—The Board shall
account for any additional costs identified
under subparagraph (A) in making a budget
request for fiscal year 2014 and each fiscal
year thereafter.

‘“(C) BUDGET PRIORITIES.—The Board shall
base a final determination on whether to
proceed with the expansion project on the
ability of the Board to accommodate any ad-
ditional costs identified under subparagraph
(A) within the other budget priorities of the
Board.

“(3) ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—The Board may
acknowledge private contributions used in
carrying out the expansion project in the in-
terior of the project, but may not acknowl-
edge such private contributions on the exte-
rior of the project. Any acknowledgment of
private contributions under this paragraph
shall be consistent with the requirements of
section 4(b).

‘(4) EXPANSION PROJECT DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘expansion project’
means an addition to the south end of the
building of the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts that—

‘“(A) is less than 100,000 square feet;

‘“(B) will improve the existing (as of the
date of enactment of this subsection) acces-
sibility and education functions of the Cen-
ter; and

‘“(C) will become part of the existing (as of
the date of enactment of this subsection)
structure of the Center.”.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 13 of the John F. Kennedy Center
Act (20 U.S.C. 76r) is amended by striking
subsections (a) and (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘“‘(a) MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND SECU-
RITY.—There is authorized to be appropriated
to the Board to carry out section 4(a)(1)(H)
$22,379,000 for each of fiscal years 2013 and
2014.

‘“(b) CAPITAL PROJECTS.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated to the Board to carry
out subparagraphs (F) and (G) of section
4(a)(1) $13,588,000 for each of fiscal years 2013
and 2014.”’.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MIcA) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, first of all, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 4097.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues,
today I am pleased to stand before you
and offer for consideration of the House
H.R. 4097, which would reauthorize the
John F. Kennedy Center through 2014.

Everyone knows the Kennedy Center.
It is one of the most outstanding na-
tional and cultural treasures that we
have in our Capital City. I am pleased
to be the sponsor of what I consider im-
portant legislation for several reasons.

First of all, in Congress, we get to do
some exciting things. As chair of the
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, within our committee we
have six subcommittees, and one does
oversee public buildings. We’ve had a
lot of public consternation—and right-
fully so—with some of our public build-
ings programs under the General Serv-
ices Administration. I was home last
week, and everybody in America re-
calls the guy in the hot tub thumbing
his nose at Congress and the taxpayers.
That’s a bad example of behavior and
wasteful expenditures of taxpayers’
dollars. But I'm pleased to be here to
say that there are many in government
that do have programs that are very
beneficial for the country, and one is
the Kennedy Center. What an incred-
ible institution.

As the chairman of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, I
get to sit on their board of trustees.
Actually, I've gone to their meetings
and see how they operate. Most people
don’t know, but most of their programs
are funded through private donations,
not public donations, although the
building does stay under the responsi-
bility of the Federal Government.

A lot of folks don’t know a lot about
the history of the Kennedy Center. The
Kennedy Center—and I learned this
being on the board—was actually an
idea of a Republican President. Dwight
David Eisenhower, in the 1950s, was de-
termined to create a national cultural
center in our Nation’s Capital. This
center was the idea and the genesis of
one of our Presidents. Probably most
people don’t know that. I learned that
in the rededication of the Eisenhower
Theater within the Kennedy Center.
After many years, it was renovated,
again, mostly through private funds
and donations.
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I actually saw an old clip of Presi-
dent Eisenhower when he came up with
a plan for a national cultural center.
Subsequently after that, of course, we
had the assassination of our beloved
President Kennedy. In 1964, they began
work. In 1971, they actually opened the
center and named it the Kennedy Cen-
ter in honor of our late President. But
a little bit about the history.

I’'m also excited about this proposal
because this legislation authorizes one
of the first additions I know of. I know
we’ve done some repairs and some ren-
ovations, but we’re actually talking
about an addition to the Kennedy Cen-
ter, and it’s going to be funded with
private money. Only private funds will
be raised for this. So it’s exciting to
see a public-private partnership and
the great leadership of the Kennedy
Center.

I have to pay a little bit of tribute to
Michael Kaiser, the president. This guy
works day and night to make every-
thing happen at the Kennedy Center.
And he, of course, reports to the chair-
man of the board, who is David
Rubenstein. He does a magnificent job
corralling some of the leaders of our
Nation, those in business and free en-
terprise that come in and through their
donations support the Kennedy Center.

It’s incredible—Washington, D.C. pro-
grams. It truly has made the Nation’s
Capital a center for a whole host of cul-
tural activities—dance and theater and
symphonic music, and the list goes on
and on. And many people across the
Nation get to see it in their own living
rooms. They don’t always get to come
to our Nation’s Capital, but we’ve seen
those performances that are televised.
So it is a rich part of our Nation’s Cap-
ital, and certainly a rich part of our
Nation’s culture, and we are now see-
ing for the first time an addition.

This addition will support the cen-
ter’s educational mission, and that’s
very important. It will be a benefit,
again, both for Washington, D.C., our
Nation’s Capital, and for the Nation.
And internationally they have pro-
grams today. The purpose of the expan-
sion is to provide improved facilities of
the Kennedy Center by adding approxi-
mately 56,000 square feet of space for
classrooms, rehearsal rooms, event
spaces, and offices. And for the first
time, they will have a dedicated area
for educational purposes, as I've out-
lined; other rehearsals and other func-
tions and activities and things that
don’t fit into some of the theater and
some of the existing facilities that
they have already in the main building.
So the expansion will permit the center
to address its growing needs and pro-
vide greater accessibility for the cen-
ter’s programs and performances for
the general public.

So I'm pretty excited about this pro-
posal. Most people don’t know that we
worked some years, 15 years, on the
visitors center. We also were raising
funds. Part of the construction of that
visitors center was raising funds pri-
vately. Most people wouldn’t know
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that the author of the visitors center
was Newt Gingrich, the former Speaker
of the House, who made an agreement
that half the funds would be raised pri-
vately for that visitors center here at
the Capitol, and also some public
funds. Of course, all that changed with
September 11, when the Capitol was at-
tacked and our Nation was attacked,
and we had to make some dramatic
changes in that whole funding, and se-
curity issues that were raised there.
But, like the visitors center, we’re rais-
ing funds. This is totally, again, the
private sector that is building this fa-
cility and great addition to the Ken-
nedy Center.

So with that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Kennedy Center, a Presidential
memorial, is one of the Nation’s busi-
est arts facilities, presenting more
than 2,000 performances annually and
hosting thousands of theater-goers,
visitors, and tourists. In fact, it is con-
sidered by many to be the greatest per-
forming arts center in the world.

The Kennedy Center also provides
educational programs for both teachers
and students from pre-kindergarten
through college across the TUnited
States.

H.R. 4097 is a bipartisan bill that au-
thorizes the Kennedy Center for a total
of $36 million for fiscal years 2013 and
2014 for maintenance, repair, and cap-
ital projects only.
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These authorization levels are de-
rived from the Kennedy Center’s 2001
comprehensive building plan, and the
funding is being held flat for fiscal year
2013 and 2014.

The bill also authorizes the Kennedy
Center to construct a 100,000-square-
foot addition for educational programs,
using no Federal funds, and with the
same restrictions on naming rights as
the rest of the building.

In addition to the Kennedy Center’s
responsibility to run a national pro-
gram promoting the arts, it is, first
and foremost, a Presidential memorial,
and we have a responsibility to fund its
maintenance consistent with the dig-
nity of a Presidential memorial. This
memorial remains a fitting tribute to
President John F. Kennedy, and I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
H.R. 4097.

Mr. Speaker, I am cosponsor of this
bill, but I am pleased to note that the
Kennedy Center has gone very na-
tional, and it has taken not only its
own programs nationally, but it aids
arts programs throughout the United
States. It raises its own funds, but of
course, even if this weren’t a Presi-
dential memorial, it is very hard to
raise private funds for maintenance
and repair of a memorial in Wash-
ington. So I think that the flat funding
for 2013 and ’14 is more than justified.

I'd like to commend President Mi-
chael Kaiser, yes, and the board of
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trustees, once again, on the art serv-
ices, the cultural services they are
bringing across the Nation, as well as
to the Nation’s Capital.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MICA. In closing, again, I think
this is a very significant piece of legis-
lation that does authorize the first ad-
dition that I know of to the Kennedy
Center. Not only does it do that, it
does it with the whole expansion being
done with private funds. But we do
have to authorize that. Again, the Fed-
eral Government is the custodian and
trustee of the center.

Also, I think this bill is brought for-
ward in a fiscally responsible approach
for maintaining the facility, and we au-
thorize the capital repair and mainte-
nance program for the Kennedy Center
at the requested level, and also in a re-
duction from current spending levels.

So whether it’s the cultural center of
the Nation, the Kennedy Center, and
all other government programs either
partially funded, like this, or publicly
funded, we’ve got to do more with less
taxpayers’ money in a responsible fash-
ion. This legislation does that, and I'm
pleased to offer it for consideration of
the House.

I urge my colleagues to support pas-
sage of this measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4097.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL PEACE
OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 117)
authorizing the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 117

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR
NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary
(in this resolution referred to as the ‘‘spon-
sor’’) shall be permitted to sponsor a public
event, the 31st Annual National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service (in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘‘event’), on the Capitol
Grounds, in order to honor the law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of duty
during 2011.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on May 15, 2012, or on such other date as
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
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