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systems in the Nation, and my parish 
school at St. John of the Cross has one 
of the best schools in the archdiocese. 
Right next-door, the Joliet Diocese 
also has a thriving Catholic school sys-
tem. The focus of this year’s Catholic 
Schools Week, ‘‘Faith, Academics, 
Service,’’ reflects my own Catholic 
education. The knowledge, discipline, 
desire to serve, and love of learning it 
instilled in me enabled me to earn my 
doctorate and to become a teacher be-
fore being elected to Congress. 

In recognizing Catholic Schools 
Week, we pay a special tribute to dedi-
cated teachers and administrators who 
sacrifice so much, in most cases work-
ing for less than they could earn else-
where. I have many fond memories of 
my teachers, including those of many 
nuns, who taught me the value of faith, 
learning, and service. Throughout the 
United States, millions of others have 
similar memories of dedicated sisters, 
priests, and lay teachers who gave 
their hearts and souls to their stu-
dents. 

This week, I had the honor of cele-
brating Catholic Schools Week at a 
number of schools, including St. An-
drew School in Romeoville, Everest 
Academy in Lemont, St. Michael 
School in Orland Park, Cardinal Joseph 
Bernadine School in Orland Hills, and 
my alma mater, St. Symphorosa in 
Chicago. I also joined St. Linus School 
in Oak Lawn in celebrating, not only 
Catholic Schools Week, but also the 
school’s prestigious Blue Ribbon 
award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in supporting the outstanding 
education Catholic schools provide to 
Americans across the country as we 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week. 

f 

SUSAN G. KOMEN RACE FOR THE 
CURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise quite saddened by the news that 
the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure 
has made a political decision—a fine 
nonprofit that I have been associated 
with for years. I’ve run in the Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure. I’ve walked 
in the Race for the Cure. I have been 
the emcee of a number of events lo-
cally that they have held. So I have 
been a big booster of the Susan G. 
Komen organization. But not anymore. 

Their announcement yesterday that 
they are no longer going to fund any 
organization that is being investigated 
by a Federal, State, or local body 
means that Planned Parenthood is no 
longer going to receive $600,000 a year. 
Now, ironically, yesterday, the Komen 
organization also announced, and with 
great concern in a statement, that the 
dismal rate of breast cancer screening 
with women who do not have insurance 
is something like 38.2 percent. 

b 1030 
Last year, the Planned Parenthood 

organization was responsible for over 

700,000—700,000—breast cancer screen-
ings for women who are poor, for 
women who don’t have insurance, for 
women who seek to get the health care 
they get through Planned Parenthood. 
So over the last 5 years, there have 
been 4 million breast cancer screenings 
by Planned Parenthood. Komen has 
funded about 170,000 of them through 
Planned Parenthood. 

So what does this mean? Well, I guess 
it means that Susan G. Komen has de-
cided to become a 501(c)(4), because no 
longer do they want to be providing 
nonprofits. They want to become a po-
litical advocacy group. 

Last time I checked, we were all pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty and 
we looked to investigations in the Fed-
eral judicial branch; we looked to in-
vestigations by the U.S. Attorney or 
the district attorney. Far be it from us 
to rely on the House of Representatives 
holding a hearing as being emblematic 
of justice, because oftentimes it’s a po-
litical sandbox. 

Now, this ostensible investigation is 
one that has been called on by Mr. 
STEARNS, who is the subcommittee 
chair of Energy and Commerce on 
Oversight. The hearing has never been 
held. So why would Susan G. Komen 
take the remarkable step of saying 
they are no longer going to fund 
Planned Parenthood? 

I suppose when we review NIH and 
bring them under some investigation 
that they will stop funding NIH to the 
tune of a million dollars, or I suppose 
that when we have a pharmaceutical 
company that we bring to the Hill to 
ask them questions about a particular 
activity that they will stop accepting 
sponsor money from that particular 
pharmaceutical company. 

All of you across this country that 
feel that Susan G. Komen should stick 
to what it knows, and that is breast 
cancer research, breast cancer screen-
ing, and support and promote those ac-
tivities by organizations that do the 
research and do the screening, I ask 
you to call them at 1–877–465–6636 and 
tell them that you want them to stick 
to what they know. 

Let’s not make this a race to the po-
litical bottom. 

f 

POVERTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 
as the founder of the Congressional Out 
of Poverty Caucus, I rise today to con-
tinue talking about the tide of poverty 
sweeping across this country. 

Americans who are struggling to find 
work cannot wait. Americans whose 
homes are underwater cannot wait, and 
the nearly 50 million Americans who 
are living in poverty cannot wait. 

We must act, and we must act now to 
extend vital unemployment benefits 
and the temporary payroll tax reduc-
tion while our economy continues to 
recover. We should be coming together 

now to enact bold programs and poli-
cies that provide equal opportunity and 
equal access for every single American, 
no matter their race, no matter their 
employment status, and no matter 
their humble beginnings. Instead, Mr. 
Speaker, unfortunately, this Tea 
Party-led Congress continues to do 
nothing but distract from the real 
issues and waste the American people’s 
time. 

The Republican caucus failed to pass 
a single jobs bill last year, and by the 
looks of this week’s calendar, it looks 
like they might be committed to doing 
more of the same. This Nation cannot 
afford any more of this do-nothing Tea 
Party Republican House. Instead of 
passing a jobs bill, Republicans in the 
House today are attacking American 
families in need. 

This bill that’s coming up today, 
H.R. 3567, is really a distasteful and 
misleading bill that tries to make it 
seem to like every low-income family 
is somehow criminal. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Very few people 
want to qualify for welfare. They don’t 
want to be distressed enough to meet 
these qualifications. This is the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families 
Act which is being attacked today. 
That’s what it’s called today. Actually, 
it’s called TANF. 

TANF recipients are struggling 
through the most difficult time of their 
lives, and they want nothing more than 
a good job to support their families. 
This bill that’s coming up again today 
is really a sad attempt to re-create the 
Ronald Reagan era about the Cadillac- 
driving welfare queen. It wasn’t true 
then nor is it true today. TANF bene-
fits did not pay for Cadillacs to fund 
lavish lifestyles. 

Mr. Speaker, as a single young moth-
er who once relied on food stamps and 
public assistance during a very dif-
ficult period, I’m really appalled to see 
Republican politicians attack these 
families just because they are facing 
hard times and need a helping hand. 
TANF benefits keep children in homes 
and in schools. They keep American 
families from suffering abject poverty. 

What we should be doing is helping 
these families by creating jobs, by re-
moving these obstacles and barriers, 
and we should be helping them to re-
ignite the American Dream, not insult-
ing them, which is what this bill does. 
This Congress should be working to-
gether to create more opportunity for 
the long-term unemployed and the mil-
lions of Americans suffering in pov-
erty. 

We should at least extend unemploy-
ment benefits for the chronically un-
employed who have hit the 99-week 
limit, can’t apply anymore because 
they are ineligible, and we should be 
voting, for example, for the bill, which 
Congressman SCOTT of Virginia and 
myself have written to help those look-
ing for a job and who can’t find a job. 
We have to remember now that there is 
only one job for every four individuals 
looking for a job. 
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But, unfortunately, instead of work-

ing together to make economic justice 
a reality for every American, this Re-
publican Tea Party will waste another 
year without a jobs bill, without ex-
tending any help to the millions of 
Americans in need, and without help-
ing American retirees. 

So we should be putting our Nation 
before our party. Americans can’t wait 
and neither should this Congress. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 36 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Karen Hallett, United 
States Army, New Windsor, New York, 
offered the following prayer: 

Reading from the book of Exodus, 
Moses said to the Lord, ‘‘You have been 
telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but 
You have not let me know whom You 
will send with me . . . If You are 
pleased with me, teach me Your ways 
so I may know You and continue to 
find favor with You. Remember that 
this nation is Your people.’’ 

The Lord replied, ‘‘My presence will 
go with you, and I will give you rest.’’ 

Then Moses said to him, ‘‘If Your 
presence does not go with us, do not 
send us up from here. How will anyone 
know that You are pleased with me and 
with Your people unless You go with 
us? What else will distinguish me and 
Your people from all the other people 
on the face of the Earth?’’ 

And the Lord said to Moses, ‘‘I will 
do the very thing you ask because I am 
pleased with you and I know you by 
name.’’ 

Then Moses said, ‘‘Now show me 
Your glory.’’ 

And this, O Lord, is our prayer: 
We do not come seeking Your bless-

ing. Today, Lord, we come seeking 
You. We invite You to truly be present 
with us here today. Show us Your 
glory, Lord, that we might be changed 
and set apart upon the Earth once 
again as a people of faith, a Nation 
that knows You. Make Your face to 
shine upon us that we might reflect 
Your grace. And grant us Your peace 
we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BUCSHON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND KAREN 
HALLETT 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
GARRETT) is recognized for 1 minute. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the words of the chaplain who says 
may we indeed know the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Chaplain Karen Hallett on her selec-
tion as the 2012 Reserve Officers Asso-
ciation Chaplain of the Year. She is a 
resident of Vernon, New Jersey, which 
is a part of the Fifth Congressional 
District. 

The chaplain enlisted in the Army in 
1983 and completed basic combat train-
ing at Fort Dix, New Jersey. She went 
on from there to graduate from West 
Point and was commissioned as a sec-
ond lieutenant in the United States 
Army Ordnance Corps in 1988. 

After that and after fulfilling her en-
listment obligations, she spent 18 years 
in the civilian sector, successfully 
managing businesses while remaining 
engaged in full-time ministry. In 2009, 
after completing her master’s of divin-
ity degree at Bethel Seminary, she re-
turned to military service as a captain 
in the United States Army Reserves. 
She currently serves as a brigade chap-
lain for the 411th Engineer Brigade. 

Throughout her more than 20 years of 
ministerial service and missionary 
work, and now through her military 
service to our country, she has dedi-
cated herself to ministering to the spir-
itual needs of others. It is her selfless-
ness and her service that exemplify the 
mandate to esteem others better than 
ourselves. 

I thank her for her service. I con-
gratulate her on receiving this recogni-
tion as Chaplain of the Year. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE 
UNITED STATES MILITARY 
ACADEMY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair announces 
the Speaker’s appointment pursuant to 
10 U.S.C. 4355(a) and the order of the 
House of January 5, 2011, of the fol-
lowing Members of the House to the 
Board of Visitors to the United States 
Military Academy: 

Mr. SHIMKUS, Illinois 

Mr. WOMACK, Arkansas 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 4 
of rule I, the following enrolled bills 
were signed by the Speaker on Friday, 
January 27, 2012: 

H.R. 3800, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund, to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to extend 
authorizations for the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes; 

H.R. 3801, to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to clarify the definition of aircraft 
and the offenses penalized under the 
aviation smuggling provisions under 
that Act, and for other purposes. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S DEFENSE STRATEGY 
ENDANGERS NATIONAL DEFENSE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Baker Spring of the pres-
tigious Heritage Foundation recently 
warned: 

‘‘It is clear that the fiscal year 2013 
defense budget will not provide the 
U.S. military with the resources it 
needs. Even more problematic is that 
all reductions to the defense budget are 
front-loaded, and, therefore will have 
significant and immediate implication 
for readiness, modernization programs, 
and research and development.’’ 

Our servicemembers, their families, 
and veterans have dedicated their lives 
to this country. House Republicans un-
derstand that in order to keep Amer-
ican families safe, we must fight to 
stop these reductions. I look forward to 
working with House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman BUCK MCKEON to 
find ways to promote the proven path 
of peace through strength. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Welcome Episcopal Father Carroll 
McGee of West Columbia to Wash-
ington for the National Prayer Break-
fast. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIAN 
POGROMS 

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHU. Between 1988 and 1990, the 
Armenian population was the target of 
racially motivated pogroms in Azer-
baijan. Hundreds of Armenians were 
murdered and more wounded during 
three violent attacks in Sumgait, 
Kirovabad, and Baku. 
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