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he says, this will support more than
600,000 American jobs by the end of the
decade—97 percent off limits.

Now, good news, Mr. Speaker. The
Department of the Interior controls so
many of these resources. They put out
a b5-year plan. They talk about when it
is we’re going to be able to open up
these areas. I'll just take you back to
Alaska, Mr. Speaker, Alaska where so
much of America’s energy production
comes from. Right here in the Beaufort
Sea, 27.64 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas. The Department of the Interior
under the Obama administration, Mr.
Speaker, said we’re going to let you
start leasing up there in 2015—2015.

I looked at my watch before I came
down here, Mr. Speaker. It’s 2012 and
just barely into that—2012. You heard
in the State of the Union speech: we
have a supply of natural gas that can
last America 100 years, and my admin-
istration will take every possible ac-
tion to safely develop this energy be-
cause it can provide 600,000 American
jobs. We know where the energy is, Mr.
Speaker. The President’s agency in
charge says, just wait another 3 years,
we’ll let you in. Right here in this
Chamber, Mr. Speaker, the President
said he would do everything—every-
thing—in his power. I'm asking you,
Mr. Speaker, has he done anything?
Has he done anything?

There is nothing wrong with America
that we didn’t do to ourselves. God
blessed us with these resources. It’s
man’s law that won’t let us get them
out of the ground. Our friends in Can-
ada, Mr. Speaker, want to open up a
pipeline to bring hundreds of thousands
of gallons of oil into America every
day, the market price of which is $70
million a day. Mr. Speaker, we’re using
the oil anyway in our cars, our fac-
tories, plastics—all of our products.
We’re already using the oil. The ques-
tion is where do we get it? And today
we send that same $70 million to Iraq,
to Venezuela, and to Oman.

Mr. Speaker, we could have energy
independence in this Nation if we ap-
plied ourselves to it, and it would
change our foreign policy forever. If
not in this Nation, Mr. Speaker, we
could have energy independence on this
continent. Our friends in Mexico, our
friends in Canada, and we could collec-
tively have energy independence. Why
don’t we? Why don’t we, Mr. Speaker?
And the answer is, as The Washington
Post said, because in terms of leader-
ship in this Nation, we lack the cour-
age.

I just want to make that clear, Mr.
Speaker. Let’s go back to an issue
that’s going to come up over and over
and over again until the President gets
it right. It’s the Keystone pipeline.
When I say we lack the courage, Mr.
Speaker, you and I both voted to move
this Keystone project along. The AFL-
CIO has endorsed moving this project
along. It’s not a Republican-Demo-
cratic issue, Mr. Speaker. It is an
American jobs versus radical leftist
agenda issue. The Washington Post,
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the most liberal newspaper in the area,
one of the most liberal in the country,
Mr. Speaker, said on its face there is
no question that approving the Key-
stone XL project should have been an
easy call for the administration. The
courage that we’re asking for from the
President, Mr. Speaker, is to stand up
to the most radical, most leftist, and
most anti-jobs segment of his party.
That’s the ask.

When The Washington Post here says
President Obama should have had the
courage to say so, they weren’t saying,
shake up the apple cart, Mr. Speaker.
They weren’t saying, take some dan-
gerous untrodden path through the
woods. They were saying, approve the
project that on its face there could be
no question about. Approve the project
that our friends in Canada have al-
ready endorsed; approve the project
that brings North American o0il to
America instead of shipping it to
China; approve the project that saves
$70 million a day keeping it in North
America instead of shipping it to the
Middle East; approve the project that
will improve 20,000 jobs today and more
going forward; approve the project, as
the President said, through our natural
gas resources and through our oil re-
sources that could support 600,000 new
jobs by the end of the decade.

Who is the beneficiary, Mr. Speaker?
You have the same town hall meetings
I do. Who is the beneficiary of lower
fuel prices?
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Is it ExxonMobil? No. Is it the big
plastics plant? Well, I'm sure they’ll do
better, but that’s not who it is. The big
beneficiary, Mr. Speaker, of lower oil
prices are American families. The big
beneficiary, when American energy
prices drop, are American workers. The
big beneficiary, when we make these
easy decisions to look to America’s en-
ergy resources first, the beneficiary is
the American economy. Should have
been an easy call, Mr. Speaker. Should
have been an easy call. I know you be-
lieve that. I believe that. The Wash-
ington Post believes that.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know how we’ll
find that true voice in the President’s
State of the Union speech. You know,
there’s so much double-speak in this
town. It’s sometimes tough to know
what folks are actually saying. Rather
than guess at what folks are actually
saying, I blew it up in big words and
put it right here because I wanted to be
able to see it; I wanted to be able to re-
member it. Here’s what the President
says: ‘“We have a supply of natural gas
that can last America nearly 100 years.
And my administration will take every
possible action to safely develop this
energy because experts believe this will
support more than 600,000 jobs by the
end of the decade.”

Mr. Speaker, it’s up to you and me.
We have to hold the President account-
able for these words. You cannot say
these words when you’re speaking to
the American people in the State of the
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Union. You cannot say these words
when you speak to the House and Sen-
ate here in joint session in the State of
the Union. You cannot say these words
while canceling the largest opportunity
we have for energy independence in
this country. You cannot say these
words when you’re actually focusing
your energy, your efforts, taxpayer
money on these projects that we’ve
proven time and time again don’t
work. You cannot say these words, Mr.
Speaker, when you know we have 1.76
billion acres that we could explore, but
only 38 million are open for explo-
ration, meaning 97 percent are off lim-
its.

Mr. Speaker, this debate does not end
tonight. This debate begins tonight.
You, me, and the American people, we
can make a difference; and we owe it to
the American people to do that.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the
time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for February 1 and 2 on
account of a death in the family.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A concurrent resolution of the Sen-
ate of the following title was taken
from the Speaker’s table and, under
the rule, referred as follows:

S. Con. Res. 34. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress in honor of
the life and legacy of Vaclav Havel; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reports that on January 26, 2012 she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 3237. To amend the SOAR Act by
clarifying the scope of coverage of the Act.

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reports that on January 30, 2012 she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 3800. To amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to extend the funding and ex-
penditure authority of the Airport and Air-
way Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3801. To amend the Tariff Act of 1930
to clarify the definition of aircraft and the
offenses penalized under the aviation smug-
gling provisions under that Act, and for
other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 32 minutes
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p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, February 1, 2012, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4732. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Irish Po-
tatoes Grown in Southeastern States; Sus-
pension of Marketing Order Provisions [Doc.
No.: AMS-FV-11-0027; FV11-953-1 FR] received
January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4733. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Pis-
tachios Grown in California, Arizona, and
New Mexico; Decreased Assessment Rate
[Doc. No.: AMS-FV-11-0077; FV-983-2 IR] re-
ceived January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4734. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — United
States Standards for Grades of Frozen Okra
[Document Number: AMS-FV-07-0100, FV-11-
327] received January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4735. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Mar-
keting Order Regulating the Handling of
Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far West; Re-
vision of the Salable Quantity and Allotment
Percentage for Class 1 (Scotch) and Class 3
(Native) Spearmint Oil for the 2011-2012 Mar-
keting Year [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-10-0094;
FV11-985-1A IR] received January 3, 2012, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

4736. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs,
Department of Defense, transmitting the
Navy Fisher House annual report for Fiscal
Year 2011; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

4737. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
a letter on the approved retirement of Lieu-
tenant General Carroll F. Pollett, United
States Army, and his advancement to the
grade of lieutenant general on the retired
list; to the Committee on Armed Services.

4738. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Disclosure Require-
ments for Depository Institutions Lacking
Federal Deposit Insurance (Regulation I)
[Docket No.: CFPB-2011-0024] (RIN: 3170-
AA06) received January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

4739. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Real Estate Settle-
ment Procedures Act (Regulation X) [Docket
No.: CFPB-2011-0030] (RIN: 3170-AA06) re-
ceived January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4740. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Consumer Leasing
(Regulation M) [Docket No.: CFPB-2011-0026]
(RIN: 3170-AA06) received January 3, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.
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4741. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Mortgage Acts and
Practices — Advertising (Regulation N);
Mortgage Assistance Relief Services (Regu-
lation O) [Docket No.: CFPB-2011-0027] (RIN:
3170-AA06) received January 3, 2012, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

4742. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — S.A.F.E. Mortgage
Licensing Act (Regulations G & H) [Docket
No.: CFPB-2011-0023] (RIN: 3170-AA06) re-
ceived January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4743. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Fair Debt Collec-
tion Practices Act (Regulation F) [Docket
No.: CFPB-2011-0022] (RIN: 3170-AA06) re-
ceived January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4744. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Electronic Fund
Transfers (Regulation E) [Docket No.: CFPB-
2011-0021] (RIN: 3170-AA06) received January
3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

4745. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Equal Credit Op-
portunity (Regulation B) [Docket No.: CFPB-
2011-0019] (RIN: 3170-AA06) received January
3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

4746. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Truth in Savings
(Regulation DD) [Docket No.: CFPB-2011-
0032] (RIN: 3170-AA06) received January 3,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

4747. A letter from the Attorney, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, transmitting
the Bureau’s final rule — Truth in Lending
(Regulation Z) [Docket No.: CFPB-2011-0031]
(RIN: 3170-AA06) received January 3, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

4748. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting written notification of the deter-
mination that a public health emergency ex-
ists and has existed in the state of New York
since September 24, 2011, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 247d(a) Public Law 107-1838, section
144(a); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

4749. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting an interim report entitled ‘‘The
Children’s Health Insurance Program: An
Evaluation (1997 — 2010)”’; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4750. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a letter with a report entitled ‘“Es-
sential Health Benefits Bulletin’’; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4751. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process that was declared in Executive Order
12947 of January 23, 1995, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

4752. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the annual
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report for FY 2011 of the Department’s Bu-
reau of Industry and Security (BIS); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4753. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment to the International Traffic in
Arms Regulations: Revision of U.S. Muni-
tions List Category VI (RIN: 1400-AC99) re-
ceived January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4754. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment to the International Traffic in
Arms Regulations: Revision of U.S. muni-
tions List Category XX (RIN: 1400-ADO01) re-
ceived January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4755. A letter from the President, African
Development Foundation, transmitting a
letter fulfilling the annual requirements
contained in the Inspector General Act of
1978, as amended, covering the period Octo-
ber 1, 2010 to September 30, 2011, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

4756. A letter from the Administrator, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s Per-
formance and Accountability Report for fis-
cal year 2011; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

4757. A letter from the Administrator,
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s semiannual report
from the office of the Inspector General for
the period April 1, 2011 through September
30, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen.
Act) section 5(b); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

4758. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the ‘‘21st Century Department of Jus-
tice Appropriations Authorization Act’’, re-
lated to certain settlements and injunctive
relief for the third quarter of 2011, pursuant
to 28 U.S.C. 530D Public Law 107-273, section
202; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

4759. A letter from the President, American
Academy of Arts and Letters, transmitting
the annual report of the activities of the
American Academy of Arts and Letters dur-
ing the year ending December 31, 2010, pursu-
ant to section 4 of its charter 36 U.S.C. 4204;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

4760. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s determination on
a petition on behalf of workers from the
Pantex Plant in Amarillo, Texas, to be added
to the Special Exposure Cohort (SEC), pursu-
ant to the Energy Employees Occupational
Illness Compensation Program Act of 2000
(EEOICPA); to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.

4761. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a letter concerning grants made during
FY 2011 under Section 2806(b) of the Paul
Coverdell National Forensic Science Im-
provement Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 106-561) to im-
prove forensic science services; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

4762. A letter from the President, National
Safety Council, transmitting the Council’s
Annual Financial and Audit Report for Fis-
cal Year 2011, pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 1101(36)
and 1103; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

——
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
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