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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HARRIS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 31, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANDY HAR-
RIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

——————

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE AND THE
K-FAST BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
across the globe, Iran continues its
saber rattling. The little fella from the
desert, Ahmadinejad, threatens to
block the Strait of Hormuz and all the
oil shipments going through it.

This worries Americans who can’t af-
ford for the price of gasoline to go up.

What if we made unstable Middle
Eastern countries irrelevant to our en-
ergy security? Imagine a place where

the United States actually controlled
its own energy destiny. There are two
different paths to that world. The ad-
ministration and environmental ob-
structionists will tell you the only way
to energy independence is through so-
called ‘‘clean and green’’ energy
projects funded at taxpayer expense.

This may sound good in a sound bite,
but these projects are expensive, unre-
liable, and in many cases they continue
to fail.

Cases in point, three companies:
Solyndra, Enerl, and Beacon Power. In
each of these cases, the Federal Gov-
ernment has taken taxpayer money
and gambled it on risky projects. With
Solyndra, half a billion taxpayer dol-
lars were poured into a company that
was doomed to fail. The result:
Solyndra went belly up, 1,000 people
lost their jobs, and the American peo-
ple will never see a refund on their
money.

Clean energy may be a noble goal,
but we’re just not there yet.

The second path to controlling our
energy destiny is an all-of-the-above
approach: solar, wind, nuclear, clean
coal, natural gas, and yes, oil.

For now, oil is the most reliable and
cost-effective source of energy we have.
That’s one reason why the Keystone
XL pipeline is a golden opportunity for
our country. This project, unlike
Solyndra, won’t cost the taxpayers any
of their money.

It would bring 750,000 barrels of oil
per day from our stable ally, Canada,
down to refineries in my district in
southeast Texas. Equally important, it
would create at least 100,000 jobs in its
lifetime, including 20,000 immediate
construction and manufacturing jobs.
But unfortunately, the administration
has said no to Keystone pipeline. It
said no to our national interest. It said
no to jobs. It said no to energy secu-
rity. It said no to our ally Canada. It
said no to the will of the American peo-
ple because most Americans support

the pipeline. But it did say yes—yes to
China, because China will probably be
the recipient of that Canadian oil and
the jobs if the pipeline is not built in
the United States. Now, isn’t that love-
ly?

Keystone would enhance our energy
security by bringing almost as much
oil as we get from Saudi Arabia to the
United States. It would help enhance
our foreign policy by bolstering our re-
lationship with Canada instead of de-
pending on unstable Middle Eastern
countries. But radical obstructionists
got their way when they took to the
streets in front of the White House and
threatened their support for the Presi-
dent.

They seem to conveniently forget
that pipelines are the safest way to
transport oil.

Failure to approve the pipeline is
putting our national security, energy
security, and economic security at
risk. That is why I have introduced,
along with my friend DAN BOREN from
Oklahoma, the bipartisan Keystone for
a Secure Tomorrow Act, or K-FAST for
short. This bill would allow Congress
to act immediately and approve the
permit for the Keystone XL pipeline.

There is precedent for congressional
approval of pipelines. In 1973, the same
type of special interest groups were
holding back the permit for the Trans-
Alaska pipeline. After 4 years of delay,
Congress finally took direct action and
successfully approved that pipeline.

I'm pleased that a bipartisan group of
45 Senators agree that Congress should
approve the Keystone pipeline. The
Hoeven-Lugar-Vitter bill, similar to
my bill, would do that.

While green energy is a worthwhile
ambition, we simply cannot afford to
reject a reliable supply of energy.

So while the administration con-
tinues to say no to Americans, Con-
gress has the obligation and the legal
ability to say yes. Let’s make Key-
stone pipeline a reality.
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It’s time we create jobs, bring energy
to the United States, and make Middle
Eastern politics and turmoil irrelevant
to our national and energy security.
It’s time to think of the American peo-
ple because they can’t wait.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

AMERICAN HERO, JOHN ‘“JACK”
FRANCIS HANNIGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember an American hero
from this country’s Greatest Genera-
tion. John ‘‘Jack” Francis Hannigan
was born March 27, 1918 to Frank
Hannigan and Elsie Sternweiss
Hannigan in New York City. He at-
tended parochial school throughout his
life, obtaining a college degree and a
law degree from St. John’s University
in New York. Through his beloved sis-
ter Myrtle, he met the love of his life,
Marion Josephine Ronayne, and he also
fell in love with her large and caring
Irish family. They were married on
May 2, 1942 at Maxwell Air Force Base
in Montgomery, Alabama, thus begin-
ning a union that lasted 67 years.

Jack was a navigator and a lawyer in
the United States Army Air Corps,
serving during World War II in the Eu-
ropean theater of operations. As part of
the 397th bomb group, also known as
the Bridge Busters, he flew 70 combat
missions in a B-26 Marauder, including
three over Normandy Beach on D-Day.
He earned a Purple Heart during his
wartime service. In 1948, his commis-
sion as a JAG officer was transferred to
the newly created United States Air
Force.

Jack’s and his wife’s military service
spanned 30 years, living in Alabama,
Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida,
Georgia, New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, New Mexico, Arizona, Ger-
many, Virginia, the Philippine Islands,
Massachusetts, Maryland, and, of
course, Texas. Throughout his service,
he was awarded many medals of com-
mendation, including the Silver Star,
the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Air Medal, the Air
Force Commendation Medal, and the
Army Commendation Ribbon. Upon re-
tirement, Colonel Hannigan received
the Distinguished Service Medal in 1971
at Randolph Air Force Base in Texas.
The Hannigans retired to Allen, Texas,
and were active parishioners at St.
Jude’s Catholic Church. While there, he
volunteered his legal services and his
wife’s typing to many church members.

Jack and Marion raised a large Irish
Catholic family with six children.
While the family is spread across the
country, the love that Jack and Marion
held for them is a bond that will for-
ever unite the Hannigan clan. Jack is
survived by his children, John F.
Hannigan, Jr., United States Air Force
retired colonel of Colorado; Mary
Gadow of Arizona; Barbara Clark of
Massachusetts; Joan Johnston of Mas-
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sachusetts; Dr. Jim Hannigan of Aus-
tin, Texas; Kathy Havel of Dallas,
Texas; 14 grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren. He will also be remem-
bered for his quick wit, practical jokes,
skill with crossword puzzles, love of
sports—especially golf—and yes, his
‘“‘yes dears’ to his wife, Marion.

This Friday, on February 3, 2012, a
memorial service will be held at Ar-
lington National Cemetery to honor his
and his wife’s life of service to our
country.

Mr. Speaker, the service of Mr. and
Mrs. Hannigan to our country will
never be forgotten. They serve as ex-
amples for our current generations of
Americans to emulate. God bless their

service, and God bless the United
States of America.
————
O 1210
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend, I read an article by the Asso-
ciated Press that the French have
made a decision to fast-track their
withdrawal from Afghanistan and bring
troops home by the end of 2013 instead
of the end of 2014. If France follows
through with this accelerated draw-
down, they will join other countries
like Canada and the Netherlands, who
have also drawn down their forces in
recent years.

I believe these countries are on the
right track.

The Department of Defense has re-
cently been asked to find over $490 bil-
lion in cuts. We are currently spending
$10 billion a month, which equates to
$120 billion a year, in Afghanistan. By
bringing our troops home now, we
would be saving hundreds of billions of
dollars, which would prevent the De-
partment of Defense from cutting other
military programs. It simply is com-
mon sense to bring our troops home
now and not wait.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to quote
from a January 20, 2012, New York
Times article by Matthew Rosenberg,
titled, ‘‘Afghanistan’s Soldiers Step Up
Killings of Allied Forces’’:

“American and other coalition forces
here are being Kkilled in increasing
numbers by the very Afghan soldiers
they fight alongside and train, in at-
tacks motivated by deep-seated ani-
mosity between the supposedly allied
forces, according to American and Af-
ghan officers and a classified coalition
report obtained by The New York
Times.”

Mr. Rosenberg further states in his
article, ‘““A decade into the war in Af-
ghanistan, the report makes clear that
these Kkillings have become the most
visible symptom of a far deeper ail-
ment plaguing the war effort: the con-
tempt each side holds for the other,
never mind the Taliban. The ill will
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and mistrust run deep among civilians
and militaries on both sides, raising
questions about what future role the
U.S. and its allies can expect to play in
Afghanistan.”

Mr. Speaker, more important than
the money are the young men and
women who are sacrificing their lives,
limbs, and families by serving in a cor-
rupt nation led by a corrupt leader.

Beside me, Mr. Speaker, is a poster
that I have been bringing to the floor
from time to time of a young soldier
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, who
is sitting in a wheelchair with both
legs gone and an arm gone, with his
lovely wife standing beside his wheel-
chair showing him their new apart-
ment.

How many more young men and
women have to die? How many more
young men and women have to lose
their legs, their arms? And the sad part
about it is that, as history has shown,
no great nation in the history of the
world has ever changed Afghanistan;
and we’re not going to change it either.
History has proven that fact time and
time again. It is time to bring our
troops home from Afghanistan.

Before closing, Mr. Speaker, I want
to tell the story of my visit to Walter
Reed, which is in Bethesda, Maryland.
A young Marine corporal from Camp
Lejeune, which I have the privilege to
represent, said to me, with his mom in
the room: Why don’t we come home,
Congressman? Why don’t we come
home?

It is time that this administration
and this Congress say to the American
people: We’re not going to wait until
2014 to bring our troops home. We're
going to start bringing them home in
2013.

And with that, Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I ask God to please bless our men
and women in uniform. I ask God to
please bless the families who have
given a loved one dying for freedom in
Afghanistan and Iraq. And I will close
by asking God three times: God, please,
God, please, God, please continue to
bless America.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 14
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. ELLMERS) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.
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