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and ask ourselves: Who actually bene-
fits from this misguided budget? Mil-
lionaires and billionaires and oil com-
panies who would receive $3 trillion in
new tax breaks. That should be a no-
no.

Let’s stop this shameful budget and
work together on a plan that does not
favor the rich over seniors and the mid-
dle class.

———

COMMONSENSE ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. As I travel across Indi-
ana, it’s clear that Hoosier families are
hurting: 8.4 percent unemployment and
nearly $4 per gallon gasoline at the
pump when they go to fill up their cars
and trucks. It’s time for this Congress
to come together in a bipartisan way
and adopt an all-of-the-above energy
policy that will include more access to
America’s energy reserves, more alter-
native energy sources, and greater con-
servation.

The encouraging news is that this
House has passed bipartisan legislation
to do just that. We voted to streamline
the energy permitting process; lift the
administration’s ban on new offshore
drilling in the gulf and the east coast;
rein in the EPA’s attempt to impose a
national energy tax; and even require
the administration to approve and
complete the entire Keystone X1, nat-
ural gas pipeline. Unfortunately, the
Senate and the administration have
not embraced these bipartisan, com-
monsense measures to advance our en-
ergy independence.

The reality is the price at the pump
has more than doubled from the $1.79 a
gallon when the President took office
to the price it is today. Hoosiers know
what all Americans know: we can do
better than $4 a gallon, but we must
embrace a commonsense, bipartisan,
all-of-the-above energy policy to do it.

————
PASS THE DEMOCRATIC BUDGET

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Instead of being
called the ‘“Road to Prosperity,” the
Ryan Republican budget should have
been named the ‘“Road to Austerity,”
because it is a plan that is most note-
worthy for the harsh austerity it de-
mands of the many and the lavish ben-
efits it extends to the few.

Nobel Laureate in Economics Paul
Krugman has called this budget pro-
posal the most fraudulent budget in
U.S. history, calling its priorities in-
conceivably cruel. Our recent economic
history has shown that while Repub-
lican budgets might poll well, they do
not perform well. The Bush budgets
produced stagnant income growth for
the middle class, a jobless recovery,
and a huge deficit. The Ryan Repub-
lican plan is the Bush budget plan on
steroids.
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If we look at what actually worked in
the past, the single best model for
growing jobs, sustaining economic
growth, and reducing the deficit can be
found in the 8 years of the Clinton ad-
ministration, which created 22 million
jobs, erased the deficit, and left this
country with a huge surplus. A more
balanced approach to deficit reduction
will work for everyone. Let’s pass a
budget based on facts, not on fictions.
Pass the Democratic budget.

———

HONORING OUR COMMITMENT TO
VETERANS WITH SHORT CHANGE

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, on May
18, 2006, then-Senator Barack Obama
gave a speech where he mentioned that
a number of our veterans had been ap-
parently ‘‘shortchanged.” He went on
to say:

When a young man and woman goes off and
serves the country in the military, they
should be treated with the utmost dignity
and respect when they come home.

Unfortunately, the President’s budg-
et proposal seeks to further increase
the cost for health care for our mili-
tary retirees and all of our veterans.
On October 1, 2011, TRICARE Prime an-
nual enrollment fees were increased
dramatically for new family enroll-
ments and dramatically for new indi-
vidual enrollments. In fiscal year 2013,
the administration proposes additional
fees and cost-sharing increases, a new
annual enrollment fee for TRICARE for
Life, increases in pharmacy copay-
ments, and a catastrophic cap of $3,000
per family.

Mr. Speaker, when our President
promised our servicemembers change,
I'm sure they didn’t expect it would be
‘“‘shortchanged.”

—————
WHERE’S THE FAIRNESS?

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Many of us were
back in our districts for 2 weeks. I had
town halls, like I'm sure many of my
colleagues did, and I'm sure they prob-
ably heard what I heard. We call them
kupuna in Hawaii. That means our el-
derly. They’re concerned about their
Medicare. They’re concerned about
their safety nets, which we provide.
And the reason is because they’ve done
everything on their part to make us
the great Nation that we are today.

Today’s space shuttle flying over the
Capitol was a great statement. That
shows you what an amazing country
that we are. So we should ask our-
selves, Why can’t we keep our word to
our elders? Why can’t we Keep our
promises? Why can’t we in our great-
ness ensure that they will be comforted
in their senior years? Why? These are
fundamental questions. Just show the
compassion and fairness. That should
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make us the greatest country in the
world.

WHERE’S OUR SENSE OF JUSTICE?

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, we pick up
the Politico today, and the headline is:
“Republicans Ax Aid to the Poor.” It
goes on to explain that there’s a $33
billion cut in food stamps in the Rom-
ney-Ryan Republican budget that
passed the House so that the average
family of four gets an 11 percent cut in
their monthly benefits after September
1, and it requires that households ex-
haust most of their liquid assets before
qualifying for help. This hits hardest
among the long-term unemployed, who
will be forced off the rolls until they’ve
spent down their savings to less than
$2,000, in many cases.

Then, we read we’re going to do an-
other tax cut this week. Majority
Leader CANTOR wants to cut taxes by
another $46 billion. In fact, the major-
ity of it goes to less than 3 percent of
all taxpayers and less than 8 percent of
business owners. It’s available to high-
ly paid professionals, longtime lobby
firms, professional sports teams, and
entertainers like Paris Hilton, Kim
Kardashian and the like. They all get
another tax cut.

Where is our sense of justice? Where
are our priorities? Where is our com-
monsense?

———
TAX CUTS TO THE WEALTHIEST

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the Sportsmen’s Her-
itage Act of 2012 and its provision to
deem the reconciliation of the Repub-
lican budget. In fact, it was the Repub-
lican leadership that stood right here
on the House floor and emphatically
claimed that they were committed to
not using deeming resolutions when
they were in the majority. But here we
are today, and that’s exactly what
they’re doing.

I guess it’s not terribly surprising
that they would break their commit-
ments, especially when we consider the
budget that they’ve presented. The
GOP budget breaks many of the basic
commitments that Congress has to all
Americans. The Republican budget is
an all-out assault on Medicare and the
middle class. Instead of a budget that
protects the middle class, the Repub-
lican budget creates tax cuts and give-
aways to millionaires and the super-
rich, providing income tax cuts for mil-
lionaires averaging at least $187,000 in
2014.

How do the Republicans propose that
they’ll pay for these savings to the
wealthiest Americans and the big cor-
porations? Well, they end Medicare as
we know it, and they balance their
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budget on the backs of seniors and the
middle class.

It’s really outrageous what they’re
doing, Mr. Speaker. I just want to call
them to task for saying they were com-
mitted to not doing the deeming, and
now doing it.

————
0O 1220
TAX DAY

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
acknowledge everyone’s least favorite
day of the year, tax day.

In 1935, the 1040 Form was accom-
panied by a two-page instruction book-
let. Today, taxpayers must wade
through over 200 pages of instructions
and a code that extends 4 million words
in length and grows daily like an ever
expanding blob entangling itself and
attaching its burdens to the hopes and
dreams of every American.

Yet as millions of Americans pay
their taxes today, some in this town
believe that Washington should actu-
ally tax and spend even more of the
hard-earned dollars of the American
people.

Instead, I believe we should first re-
form the Tax Code and work to control
reckless and wasteful spending in the
Federal budget. As it’s been said: It’s
not that Washington taxes too little;
it’s that Washington spends too much.

Mr. Speaker, we must focus on reduc-
ing the tax burden on the American
people, cutting spending here in Wash-
ington and working towards a bipar-
tisan plan to reform the Tax Code and
simplify it for the millions of tax-
paying Americans that are counting on
us.

——————

THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET IS
UNFAIR

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, later today, the House
will consider legislation to make it
easier to pass the Republican budget
and to make it easier to pass a budget
that is very unfair in its makeup. It’s
unfair because it continues to lavish
tax breaks on the wealthiest people in
this country while asking that the el-
derly in the Medicare program and that
our poorest children in our elementary
schools and young people struggling to
pay for their college education all pay
more to make room for a tax cut for
millionaires that averages $187,000 a
year in a tax cut to the wealthiest peo-
ple in this country.

It’s not about wanting to tax more;
it’s about wanting tax fairness. It’s
about recognizing the economic dis-
parity that exists in this country and
how the Tax Code continues to lavish
the benefits of the taxes that people do
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pay back to the richest people in this
country. And yet later this week, the
Republicans are bringing yet another
tax bill that will benefit the top 3 per-
cent of the taxpayers in this country
and add $48 billion to the deficit this
year and a half a trillion dollars to the
deficit over 10 years.

That’s not fair, it’s not right, it’s not
equitable, and it needs to be rejected.

———

CONGRATULATING CENTER ON
HALSTED

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Center on Hal-
sted on its 5-year anniversary of build-
ing and strengthening the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender community
in Chicago.

On June 1 of 2007, I was proud to join
residents from my district and across
Illinois on the corner of Halsted and
Waveland as Chicago’s first permanent
LGBT community center opened its
doors. Since that time, Center on Hal-
sted has become the Midwest’s largest
LGBT community center and a model
for similar organizations across our
Nation.

Patrons of all ages, backgrounds, and
economic status participate in the wide
assortment of public programs and so-
cial services offered at the center. Its
youth program provides leadership
training and professional development
to more than 1,800 young people across
Chicago. Social service programs in-
clude rapid HIV testing, group and in-
dividual psychotherapy, legal help, job
training, and the Anti-Violence Project
advocating for victims of hate crimes
and domestic violence.

Under the leadership of CEO Modesto
Tico Valle and the great efforts of so
many people, Center on Halsted has
grown into the phenomenal organiza-
tion that it is today, welcoming the
LGBT community and making our en-
tire community a better place.

———

THE HUMPHREY-HAWKINS FULL
EMPLOYMENT ACT

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONYERS. Ladies and gentlemen
of the House, it’s time for a real jobs
plan to get our Americans back to
work in every district. And since the
conservatives have taken over the
House more than a year ago, they have
refused to move forward with a real
plan to create jobs to get our people
back to work—a whole year and no
comprehensive jobs plan when Ameri-
cans needed it most.

Now, in my bill, H.R. 870, the Hum-
phrey-Hawkins Full Employment Act,
revised, is a way to bring unemploy-
ment down to zero percent. There is no
reason why everybody that wants a job
in America can’t be put in a position or
trained for a position.
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Yet, although most of the people in
the country treat jobs as the number
one priority, we still haven’t got move-
ment in the House. It is a shame, and
I think somebody is going to pay for it.

———
HONESTY ABOUT HEALTH CARE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, my
friends across the aisle like to say they
support small business owners, but
other than keeping fact-checkers em-
ployed, Republican leaders are holding
back those businesses by continuing to
make false claims about the Affordable
Care Act.

In my Louisville district, more than
15,000 small businesses could qualify for
tax credits to help offset the cost of
providing health insurance for their
employees. A small business with 24
employees paying average health care
costs could receive almost $40,000 a
year in tax credits right now under the
Affordable Care Act, but only 530 out of
those 15,000 businesses have taken ad-
vantage of it. The situation is like that
across the country.

Why is that? Could it be that the peo-
ple they elected to represent them in
Congress have repeatedly told them
that this law is bad for business?

As Members of Congress, I believe it
is our responsibility to give our con-
stituents an honest and accurate pic-
ture of what Federal laws and policies
will do to affect their lives. And yet
more than 2 years after the Affordable
Care Act became law, Republican lead-
ers continue to make false claims
about it.

Mr. Speaker, the small business own-
ers in my district appreciate knowing
the truth about how Federal laws can
benefit them.

————

THE RYAN BUDGET IS UNFAIR,
UNBALANCED, AND UNWISE

(Ms. MOORE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I was so
happy this week when I learned from
our Presidential candidate, Mitt Rom-
ney, that the Republicans are now pre-
pared to realize that women are a very
important part of the economy. And
that is why I'm wondering why Rom-
ney has embraced the Republican budg-
et which would fix Medicare by cutting
out $30 billion in 10 years when 56 per-
cent of all Medicare beneficiaries are
women, and the oldest of old, 85 and
older, 70 percent are women. Two-
thirds of Medicaid recipients who are
adults are women; and of the SNAP
program—formerly known as food
stamps—cut of $134 billion, of the adult

recipients, two-thirds of them are
women.
So, in an environment where he

claims that 92, 93 percent of all job
losses have occurred among women,
why would we snatch the safety net out
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