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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

LOWER THE PRICE OF GASOLINE
AT THE PUMP

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents in western North Carolina
and my neighbors and I are really
upset about what’s happening at the
price of gasoline at the pumps.

What we see out of this administra-
tion and what we see out of some ex-
treme environmentalists is an unwill-
ingness to tap our natural resources to
relieve the price at the pumps today.
We’ve seen out of this administration
Solyndra. We’ve seen scandal after
scandal with this green energy policy
lending coming out of the stimulus
from a couple of years ago and out of
liberal policies in Washington.

What my constituents want to see is
real exploration so that we can lower
the price at the pumps. That’s what we
deserve, and that’s an action that I ask
this administration to take.

——————

REPUBLICAN PLAN TO END
MEDICARE

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, here we
go again. This week, the House will
vote on yet another Republican plan to
end Medicare as we know it.

America’s seniors have given a life-
time of service to our Nation. They de-
serve better than to be left out in the
cold.

If it becomes law, the Republican
budget will end the Medicare guarantee
of secure health coverage for our sen-
iors and replace Medicare with a
voucher system that would, instead,
give our seniors a premium support
payment.

Even worse, the Republican budget
gives new tax breaks to millionaires,
billionaires, and Big Oil companies.
Economists agree the Republican budg-
et plan would destroy 4.1 million Amer-
ican jobs by the end of 2014.

Last year the American people
weren’t fooled by the dangerous and
unfair House Republican budget. If it
didn’t work the first time, it’s not
going to work this time.

Let us work together on a bipartisan
budget that does not favor the super-
rich over seniors and the middle class.

———————

REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to discuss the
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budget, contrasting the Republican
plan, which would actually strengthen
and extend Medicare, and the Presi-
dent’s plan that would actually maybe
allow Medicare to go bankrupt only 2
years later than it would otherwise.

One particular provision in the Presi-
dent’s budget, a cut in reimbursement
to critical access hospitals, would en-
danger access to nearby hospital care
for millions of seniors, including those
served by the 48 critical access facili-
ties in Nebraska’s Third District.

However, the Republican budget pro-
vides an alternative which ensures ac-
cess to care without relying on arbi-
trary cuts. Our plan would also focus
future Federal support on the sick and
poor, while ensuring no change for
those at or near retirement.

Madam Speaker, inaction now will
only guarantee Medicare is more prob-
lematic in future years. We must act
now to ensure it remains solvent for
those who depend on it most.

————

POSTAL SERVICE FACILITY
CLOSURE PROCESS

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise
to express my deep concerns about the
postal service’s facility closure proc-
ess.

Testimony at a recent Postal Regu-
latory Commission hearing brought to
light details of a study kept secret be-
cause it projected billions of dollars in
losses, despite facility closures. It also
revealed mail volume would take a
huge hit due to service standard
changes.

Yet the postal service has no plans to
change its course, further proof that
the postal service is operating under an
ill-conceived ‘‘decide now, justify
later” strategy.

The Buffalo Mail Processing Facility
recently developed a training session
for postal employees that is now the
template for a national model. Surpris-
ingly, this facility is scheduled for
closing. It doesn’t make any sense.

My colleague GERRY CONNOLLY is
asking the postal service to release the
full results from the study, and I agree.
We should not—and cannot—stand by
and watch these facilities close with-
out taking all facts into account.

————

THE JOB-KILLING EPA MUST BE
STOPPED

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker, President Obama’s job-killing
EPA is at it again. Last year, the EPA
proposed a rule on manganese alloy
production that would close down the
last two manganese alloy production
facilities in America, costing over 500
direct American jobs and thousands of
indirect jobs. One of the facilities is in
my hometown of Marietta, Ohio.
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These manganese alloys are vital raw
components to the steel industry and
are used in a wide variety of industries,
including defense and the automotive
industry, just to name two.

The proposed EPA rule would require
scientifically unproven and costly
process controls to be installed on the
two facilities, and the EPA has ignored
the warnings that if the proposed rule
is finalized it will not be economically
feasible for these plants to continue to

operate.
Furthermore, if this rule is finalized,
American steel companies will be

forced to import this vital raw mate-
rial from China or other foreign
sources.

Today I will begin work with my
House colleagues to ensure the EPA
does not go forward with this job-kill-
ing rule.

————

STAND BEHIND OUR VETERANS

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to bring an im-
portant concern to my colleagues.
Every one of us here has a sacred com-
mitment to care for those warriors who
are willing to serve us overseas, and
one of our major concerns is making
sure they’re employed when they re-
turn back home.

What’s alarming is the Department
of Defense recently issued a change in
their policy that will undermine our
ability to do that. I'm referring to the
Department of Defense Post-Deploy-
ment Mobilization Respite Account.
This important policy is designed to
give our brave warriors sufficient time
to transition back into the private sec-
tor. PDMRA, as it’s called, is an impor-
tant tool that gives them that oppor-
tunity.

The change by the DOD reduces the
number of paid transition days that
were promised to our men and women
after they deploy to the war zone. Half-
way through, for many of them, their
third or fourth deployment, DOD is
now taking that back when their plans
were set this spring when they re-
turned home. While they’re in Iraq and
Afghanistan, that is certainly not the
right thing to do.

Every single one of us wants to bal-
ance the budget and must focus us on
that, simply not on the backs of vet-
erans and warriors serving this Nation.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
asking the Department of Defense to
reverse course on this policy, hire our
veterans, and keep our moral commit-
ment to them.

————
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HONORING DR. JEROL SWAIM FOR
48 YEARS OF SERVICE TO WIL-
LIAMS BAPTIST COLLEGE

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize Dr. Jerol
Swaim, president of Williams Baptist
College in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas.

After 48 years of service to Williams
Baptist, Dr. Swaim has announced his
retirement. Although he will no longer
be on the campus every day, his influ-
ence will certainly be felt there for
years to come.

Dr. Swaim started his career at Wil-
liams Baptist as a professor of history,
government and economics. In 1973, he
became academic dean of the college
and has also held the titles of vice
president for academic affairs and ex-
ecutive vice president. In 1995, he
agreed to become the fifth president of
Williams Baptist, a role he has filled
since that time.

Dr. Swaim is stepping down after pre-
siding over a transformation of the
Williams campus. Since the late 1990s,
nearly every building on the campus
has either been newly constructed or
extensively renovated.

Under Dr. Swaim, Williams Baptist
has expanded its academic offerings as
well as its academic reputation. It
broke into the top tier of U.S. News &
World Report college rankings in 2010
and climbed in the rankings again this
year.

Madam Speaker, today we honor Dr.
Jerol Swaim for his 48 years of service
to Williams Baptist College and the
countless lives he has changed.

———

RYAN BUDGET IS SHAMEFUL

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, the Republican budget cuts at least
$3.3 trillion from low-income programs
over the next 10 years while it in-
creases the defense budget. It reduces
taxes to a level that will wreak havoc
on the Federal Treasury.

The rate of poverty is at its highest
level in nearly 30 years. The Repub-
lican budget would increase poverty
and exponentially raise the misery
index for hardworking American fami-
lies.

The Ryan budget also wreaks havoc
on seniors. The American people must
know that this Republican budget—
which has been endorsed by all three
Republican Presidential candidates—
will end Medicare as we know it. Their
plan is to get the Federal Government
out of the Medicare program. Repub-
licans simply want to provide seniors a
small voucher to purchase Medicare in-
surance on the private market. Most
seniors will not have the money to do
that.

The Ryan budget shows Medicaid
cuts of $810 billion. They want to get
the Federal Government out of the
medical assistance program to low-in-
come families and place that burden on
States with an underfunded mandate.

Madam Speaker, the Ryan budget is
absolutely shameful and misleading.
House Democrats will fight it to the
end.
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REPUBLICAN BUDGET: ASSAULT
ON MEDICARE AND MIDDLE CLASS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, once
again, Republicans in the House have
put forward a budget that ends Medi-
care as we know it. This is an all-out
Republican assault on Medicare and
our Nation’s middle class.

Who benefits from this Republican
budget? Millionaires certainly do.
Think Wall Street Bonus Boys. This
Republican budget would give them an
additional tax cut of $187,000—that’s
for starters—yet lower and middle
class Americans, people making $20,000
to $30,000 a year, they get no tax cut at
all.

This Republican budget also gives
away $3 trillion in tax cuts and bene-
fits to corporations. Republicans’ real
priorities: cutting the safety net, giv-
ing the superrich a handout, and ignor-
ing the damage to the deficit.

The Republicans would end the prom-
ise of Medicare for both current and fu-
ture beneficiaries by shifting the pro-
gram to private insurance financed by
vouchers. The nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office says that the Re-
publican budget would reduce benefits
to seniors and force many to spend
much more than they do today.

Why are the Republicans so intent on
making seniors sacrifice first? Why not
claw back Wall Street’s bonuses?

I urge my colleagues to vote against
the Republican budget. Support the
Democratic alternative. Protect sen-
iors and our middle class.

———

MOURNING THE LOSS OF POPE
SHENOUDA III

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, on
March 17, the world lost a great spir-
itual 1leader, His Holiness Pope
Shenouda III. I rise today to join the
millions of Coptic Christians in mourn-
ing his death.

This past Sunday, St. Mary Coptic
Church in East Brunswick, New Jersey,
held a very moving memorial service
for the Pope. An estimated 1,000
mourners gathered in the cathedral
while a thousand more listened to the
service in nearby rooms.

There was an outpouring of grief
from people of all faiths. Leaders from
many religions and sects were in at-
tendance to pay homage to the Pope,
including His Grace Bishop David, the
Bishop of the Archdiocese of North
America.

As we mourn the loss of a great lead-
er and purveyor of faith and religious
tolerance, we remember and embrace
all that the Pope has done for the Cop-
tic community in Egypt and around
the world. The beloved leader of the
Coptic Christian church has provided
immeasurable contributions to further
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promote tolerance and interfaith dia-
logue in Egypt and serves as an exam-
ple of how communities of different
faiths can live in harmony.

As Egypt continues its transition,
Egyptian leaders must work together
to uphold the rights of all religious
communities in Egypt and end all dis-
crimination.

———
OBAMA CARES

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Madam Speaker, 1
read my local paper this morning and
read a reference by Richard Borreca, a
reporter who said that the Affordable
Care Act is known as ObamaCare. At
first I cringed because that’s the way
Republicans refer to it. But then I
thought about it, and you know what?
You’re absolutely right; Obama cares.
That’s why we have that law.

Think about what he looked at in
2008 and 2009. There were 50 million
people who were uninsured at a cost of
$116 billion a year. That could bank-
rupt any family. But with the Afford-
able Care Act, think about what you
have: women no longer have to be wor-
ried about being discriminated against
as a preexisting condition; seniors
don’t have to worry, they can have pre-
ventative care and the doughnut hole
will close; youth can be covered under
their parents’ plan to the age of 26; and
small business can avail themselves of
a tax credit.

Yes, Madam Speaker, Obama cares,
as do the Democrats.

——————

PUTTING AMERICANS BACK TO
WORK

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to again encourage my col-
leagues to support pro-growth eco-
nomic policies that can help put Amer-
icans back to work.

With over 8 percent unemployment
and slow economic growth, many
Americans are struggling to pay their
bills and provide for their families. Un-
fortunately, many of the policies com-
ing out of Washington over the past
few years have prolonged this economic
stagnation and damaged our recovery.

With small businesses creating two
out of every three jobs in this country,
we need to support policies that keep
business taxes down, eliminate costly
regulations, and open up new avenues
for access to capital. That’s why I'm
happy to support the JOBS Act. This
bipartisan legislation will help new
business formation, open up access to
capital, and help new businesses create
jobs.

Madam Speaker, let’s work together
in bipartisan fashion on the JOBS Act
and other legislation, and let’s help put
Americans back to work.
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