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can still become an energy-independent
Nation. That’s why I introduced an all-
of-the-above energy plan that wouldn’t
raise taxes, borrow from China, or buy
from OPEC. The Infrastructure Jobs
and Energy Independence Act, or H.R.
1861, expands safe offshore oil and gas
exploration, creates over a million new
jobs annually, and launches $8 trillion
in economic output. It dedicates a por-
tion of its up to $3.7 trillion in new
Federal oil and gas revenues for invest-
ments in rebuilding our aging infra-
structure, power generation, and grid
modernization, and helps put us on a
path to energy independence.

And rather than shutting down coal-
fired power plants, my bill invests in
the kind of cutting-edge technology
being developed at the National Energy
Technology Laboratory to clean up
coal.

So we can either continue to build
the wealth of OPEC countries that use
our money to fund terrorism, nuclear
weapons, and unfriendly policies, or
build jobs here at home with energy
independence. We can let OPEC pick
the winners and losers, or make the
USA the winners again. I choose the
USA.

We have the energy resources to un-
leash prosperity, but first and only if
the Federal Government gets out of the
way. The Federal Government should
be a partner in prosperity, not build
bureaucracies and barriers to stop our
energy independence and hurt the
American family.

———

ENDING OUR DEPENDENCE ON
FOREIGN OIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, every-
one in Washington is trying to arrive
at the same destination. We seek to
end our dependence on foreign oil, a de-
pendence that endangers our environ-
ment, hurts our economy, and weakens
our national security.

Importantly, there is a right way to
get there. That includes cracking down
on oil speculators, ending Big Oil hand-
outs, investing in public transportation
and green energy, and increasing cor-
porate average fuel economy standards.

There’s also a wrong way: ransacking
our coastlines for oil. But you don’t
have to take my word for it. You can
take a page from the history books on
this one. For 8 years under the previous
administration, the number of oil
leases on public lands almost tripled. It
didn’t help gas prices, which doubled in
2008, and it didn’t make us energy inde-
pendent.

Why not?

The simple fact is the U.S. has less
than 3 percent of the world’s oil re-
serves. No matter how much we drill in
the U.S., that number is not expected
to change. We will never have enough
oil to satisfy domestic demand for en-
ergy. After all, we currently use 25 per-
cent of the world’s oil, and we will
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never have enough to sufficiently im-
pact prices on the world market.

The U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration has said as much, noting that
increases in U.S. domestic production
could be neutralized by a corresponding
decrease in production among inter-
national oil producers, namely, OPEC.

What’s really to blame for high gas
prices? Is it a lack of domestic produc-
tion of 0il?

Ken Green, a resident scholar with
the conservative American Enterprise
Institute, doesn’t think so. Ken said:

The world price is the world price. Even if
we were producing 100 percent of our oil, we
probably couldn’t produce enough to affect
the world price of oil.

Well then, who’s really to blame for
high gas prices? Is it this administra-
tion?

Michael Canes, the former chief econ-
omist for the oil industry’s American
Petroleum Institute, says otherwise:

It’s not credible to blame the Obama ad-
ministration’s drilling policies for today’s
high prices.

What’s really to blame for high gas
prices is excessive speculation by enti-
ties that have no consumption interest
in the underlying commodities and
that profit by doing nothing more than
forecasting price trends.

Our primary focus should be on coun-
tering the growing impact of energy
speculation rather than simply pro-
moting the oil industry’s priorities of
increasing domestic drilling.

Experts, including oil industry offi-
cials and investment firms, estimate
that excessive oil speculation could be
inflating prices by up to 30 percent.
But increasing domestic drilling would
impact prices by only about 1 percent,
and that would happen only after a
decade or more.

So then where do we go from here?

We learn from those who are reaping
the economic benefits of transitioning
to development within a booming green
industry, countries like India and
China.

Right now, in this Chamber, we ne-
glect to consider a host of incentives
for international and domestic invest-
ment in renewable energy production.
Just last week a measure failed to pass
the Senate that would have extended
production tax credits for wind, solar,
and the like.
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At a time when we’re rolling back,
governments in Southeast Asia are re-
fining targets for renewable energy ex-
pansion, extending subsidies, and dan-
gling tax breaks. This does not a do-
mestic competitive advantage make,
and, frankly, we’re better than that.

Gas prices are still below the peak
they reached under the previous ad-
ministration in 2008; crude oil is at $107
a barrel today compared to $145 a bar-
rel back then. But listening to the
news, you’d have a hard time believing
these cold, hard facts.

Even if we were to drill a hole every-
where in the country we know to have
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o0il and drain out every drop of proved
reserves, we would have just enough to
last us 1,094 days, just 3 years. That
trickle won’t ease gas prices.

Raising average fuel efficiency for
cars to 60 miles per gallon by 2025
would reduce gasoline consumption by
2.8 million barrels per day by 2030. A
combined investment in more efficient
cars and trucks, cleaner fuels, and
more transportation options for Ameri-
cans could cut our oil imports in half
by 2030. The administration is cur-
rently developing the next phase of
standards covering vehicles sold
through the model year 2025, a strong
and laudable goal.

We can and must end our dependence
on foreign oil, a dependence that en-
dangers our environment, hurts our
economy, and weakens our national se-
curity. We can and must do better.

———

TAYLOR TOWNSEND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. HARPER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge the work that
Taylor Townsend, a 19-year-old Mis-
sissippian and the reigning Miss Mis-
sissippi College, is doing to eradicate
human trafficking.

Taylor is passionate about the world-
wide problem of human trafficking,
which has lured millions of people into
forced labor. Taylor Townsend is lend-
ing her support for the Blue Heart
Campaign to bring awareness to human
trafficking and the exploitation of peo-
ple, especially children and teenagers.

In addition to her work in building
awareness worldwide with the Blue
Heart Campaign, Taylor Townsend has
been offering her support in the great
State of Mississippi. She has promoted
the passage of two bills pending before
the Mississippi Legislature and is in-
volved in educational efforts bringing
awareness to Mississippians.

Mr. Speaker, young people like Tay-
lor Townsend who volunteer their time
to help make our country and world a
better place should be applauded. They
should give us great hope for the fu-
ture.

———

MARCH 20, 2012—SECOND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I stand
here in the same spot where I was
about 2 years ago, March 23, 2010, to
celebrate the passage of one of the
most important acts that this body has
ever passed: the Affordable Care Act.

On March 23, we will celebrate the 2-
year anniversary of that landmark de-
cision. Of course, next week the Su-
preme Court will hear arguments on
whether the individual mandate is per-
missible or not. Let us hope that the
Supreme Court will act according to
the law.
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The Affordable Care Act will change
the landscape of our Nation’s health
care delivery system for the better. I
hosted a telephone town hall last night
with my constituents on the Affordable
Care Act and was joined by the Deputy
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, Bill Corr, to answer questions
from folks in my district about how it
will affect them.

We listened to comments and stories
about people who have been in the
doughnut hole, seniors, that cost them
a lot of money. We told them about the
fact some of them knew that once they
go into the doughnut hole—after they
spend about $2,500 or $2,700 and up to
about $5,000 you go into that hole—that
the moneys will be paid for, for generic
drugs, with a 50 percent discount be-
cause of the Affordable Care Act. That
is extremely important for citizens and
others with high drug prices.

Children will be able to stay on their
parents’ insurance, if they choose to,
up to the age of 26, which didn’t happen
before; and that’s so important for
young people and for parents to know
the security that their children will be
insured if they have a health care cri-
sis.

Doctors will be able to see seniors for
preventative care without cost. That’s
happening right now for those on Medi-
care and will happen for everybody in
2014 when the law goes into effect for
all—mammograms, colonoscopies,
shots for children, vaccinations, et
cetera.

The insurance companies will no
longer be able to have lifetime limits
on how much people can use their in-
surance in case of illness.

There will be a consumer-friendly ex-
change where you can shop for prices
for insurance and compare insurance
policies to get what’s best for you.

You can’t arbitrarily be dropped from
coverage by your insurance company
simply because you get sick, and pre-
existing conditions will no longer be a
basis to deny somebody insurance. Al-
ready today, for children up to the age
of 19, preexisting conditions cannot
stop you from getting insurance.

I had polio when I was a child. I
would not like to think of any child
that gets an illness such as that today,
whether it be diabetes or cancer or any
other illness, to be denied insurance be-
cause of a preexisting condition. That,
because of the Affordable Care Act, will
not occur in the future in this country.

Insurance companies have taken peo-
ple off of insurance because they’ve
used too much in a year or too much in
a lifetime, and that’s going to stop.

The idea of getting preventative care,
which Medicare provides now and all
will have in the future, will lead to
lower health care costs because, if you
catch illnesses early, it’s much more
cost efficient to treat them, and lives
will be saved as well.

Insurance companies are required to
spend at least 80 percent of their mon-
eys on treating patients, not on execu-
tive pay, advertising, administrative
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costs, or other such costs to the con-
sumer; and if they go over that in any
way whatsoever, the consumer will get
a rebate. Insurance companies must
now publish justifications for any pre-
mium increases they are seeking of
more than 10 percent on the Internet,
and outside experts will evaluate
whether those increases are justified.
The consumer will be protected.

The doughnut hole ending, which I
talked about earlier, has helped 3.6 mil-
lion seniors receive discounts of $2.1
billion, each senior saving an average
of $604.

The preventative care services I men-
tioned under Medicare, 32.5 million
seniors have already received one or
more of those preventative services;
and youngsters have received them as
well because they get preventative care
in their vaccinations without having to
have a copay, which might stop their
parent from taking them to the doctor
to get those vaccinations which can
prevent illnesses later.

Seniors are now receiving free annual
wellness visits under Medicare, and 2.3
million seniors in traditional Medicare
have already taken advantage of the
new annual wellness visit.

Young adults stay on their insurance,
as I mentioned; 2.5 million additional
young people have gained insurance
over the last year.

Paul Krugman wrote in yesterday’s
New York Times that what is called by
the Republican Party ObamaCare—
which really, if you think about it, is a
good thing, Obama cares, but it’s not
intended to be by them as, really,
Obama-RomneyCare, because the plan
we adopted is based upon what Mitt
Romney did in Massachusetts to make
sure that the people of Massachusetts
bought insurance and the burden was
shared in an appropriate way.

Thank you, Mitt Romney. Thank

you, President Obama. Thank you,
United States American Congress.
———
SENSELESS DEATHS BECAUSE OF
RACE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes.

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I am tired of burying young black boys.
I am tired of watching them suffer at
the hands of those who fear them and
despise them. I'm tired of comforting
mothers, fathers, grandparents, sisters,
and brothers after such unnecessary,
heinous crimes of violence.

In Florida, almost 3 years ago, as I
served in the Florida Senate, a young
black boy, Martin Lee Anderson, was
beaten to death at a Florida boot
camp. It was all captured on a State of
Florida Corrections video and shown
all over the world. Martin Lee Ander-
son was beaten and tortured until his
lifeless body couldn’t take any more,
and then Martin Lee Anderson was
dead at the hands of several boot camp
guards—a young boy who wanted to be
somebody, a young boy who was trying
to turn his life around.
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After they beat him to death on
international TV as the world watched,
over and over again, not one guard was
sent to prison. Not one was even rep-
rimanded. In fact, after we closed down
every boot camp in Florida, many of
the accused received promotions.
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Well, guess what? In Florida, we have
another Martin, Trayvon Martin.

Trayvon Martin was shot to death by a
renegade wannabe policeman neighbor-
hood watchman.

Trayvon Martin lived in Miami, Flor-
ida, in District 17, my congressional
district.

Trayvon, a 140-pound young black
boy, 17 years old, was just trying to
live and reach 18. In spite of that, the
accused Kkiller, George Zimmerman,
has not been charged and is using the
term of self-defense.

The 911 audiotapes tell it all. They
tell the story of the last moments of
Trayvon Martin’s life, just as the vid-
eotapes told so visibly the story of
Martin Lee Anderson’s last moments.
Trayvon was running for his life. He
was screaming for help, fighting for his
life, and then he was murdered, shot
dead.

Today I applaud the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement, the FBI,
and the Federal Department of Justice
for their intervention. I encourage the
citizens of Florida and the citizens
from around the world to continue to
fight for justice for Trayvon Martin.
Justice must be served. No more racial
profiling. I'm tired of fighting when the
evidence is so clear, so transparent.

Twenty years ago while serving as a
school board member, I founded the
5000 Role Models of Excellence Project.
It is a million-dollar nationally recog-
nized and honored foundation that spe-
cifically addresses the trials and tribu-
lations of young black boys and sends
them to college. It impacts almost
20,000 young men throughout Florida.

In spite of that, we still have to
march and demonstrate and write let-
ters and protest and fight and have
prayer vigils and sue and sit in just to
be heard. No more. No more, Florida.
No more, America. No more hiding
your criminal racial profiling by using
self-defense to get away with murder.

Stand up for Trayvon Martin. Stand
up for justice. Stand up for our chil-
dren. I'm tired, tired, tired of burying
young black boys.

—————

THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IS
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, the Affordable Care Act is styled
such for a reason. Let us look back to
2009, at the time we embarked upon
passing the Affordable Care Act. At
that time in 2009, we were spending $2.5
trillion per year on health care—$2.5
trillion. That is a lot of money, and it
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