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became respected neighbors and friends 
to people living in the park regions, 
and they made real inroads toward ra-
cial progress that were extraordinary 
for their day. 

Although they were assigned to 
watch over government property for 
only a relatively short time, the Buf-
falo Soldiers helped lay the ground-
work for some of our greatest wilder-
ness to be preserved forever. 

I’m proud that the Buffalo Soldiers 
traveled through my district on their 
way to the parks, and I believe this bill 
will help shine a light on the history 
they made in the great State of Cali-
fornia and in many places across the 
country. 

All Americans from all walks of life 
would benefit from learning about this 
often overlooked chapter in our his-
tory. The Buffalo Soldiers’ story is ul-
timately about the triumph not just of 
African American troops over prejudice 
and injustice, but about the movement 
of our Nation toward a more tolerant 
and courageous society. 

I thank my colleagues for supporting 
this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
may I ask if the minority bill manager 
has any additional speakers? We do 
not. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
with that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
1022. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

AIRPORT AND AIRWAY EXTENSION 
ACT OF 2012 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3800) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund, to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to extend 
authorizations for the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3800 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Airport and 
Airway Extension Act of 2012’’. 

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF TAXES FUNDING AIRPORT 
AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND. 

(a) FUEL TAXES.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 4081(d)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘January 31, 
2012’’ and inserting ‘‘February 17, 2012’’. 

(b) TICKET TAXES.— 
(1) PERSONS.—Clause (ii) of section 

4261(j)(1)(A) of such Code is amended by 
striking ‘‘January 31, 2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘February 17, 2012’’. 

(2) PROPERTY.—Clause (ii) of section 
4271(d)(1)(A) of such Code is amended by 
striking ‘‘January 31, 2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘February 17, 2012’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
February 1, 2012. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT AND AIRWAY 

TRUST FUND EXPENDITURE AU-
THORITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
9502(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘February 1, 2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘February 18, 2012’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘or the Airport and Airway 
Extension Act of 2012’’ before the semicolon 
at the end of subparagraph (A). 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 
(2) of section 9502(e) of such Code is amended 
by striking ‘‘February 1, 2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘February 18, 2012’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
February 1, 2012. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 48103(9) of title 49, 

United States Code, is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(9) $1,344,535,519 for the period beginning 
on October 1, 2011, and ending on February 
17, 2012.’’. 

(2) OBLIGATION OF AMOUNTS.—Subject to 
limitations specified in advance in appro-
priation Acts, sums made available for a por-
tion of fiscal year 2012 pursuant to the 
amendment made by paragraph (1) may be 
obligated at any time through September 30, 
2012, and shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(b) PROJECT GRANT AUTHORITY.—Section 
47104(c) of such title is amended by striking 
‘‘January 31, 2012,’’ and inserting ‘‘February 
17, 2012,’’. 
SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF EXPIRING AUTHORITIES. 

(a) Section 40117(l)(7) of title 49, United 
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Feb-
ruary 1, 2012.’’ and inserting ‘‘February 18, 
2012.’’. 

(b) Section 41743(e)(2) of such title is 
amended by striking ‘‘and $2,016,393 for the 
portion of fiscal year 2012 ending before Feb-
ruary 1, 2012,’’ and inserting ‘‘and $2,295,082 
for the portion of fiscal year 2012 ending be-
fore February 18, 2012,’’. 

(c) Section 44302(f)(1) of such title is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 31, 2012,’’ and in-
serting ‘‘February 17, 2012,’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘April 30, 2012,’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘May 17, 2012,’’. 

(d) Section 44303(b) of such title is amended 
by striking ‘‘April 30, 2012,’’ and inserting 
‘‘May 17, 2012,’’. 

(e) Section 47107(s)(3) of such title is 
amended by striking ‘‘February 1, 2012.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘February 18, 2012.’’. 

(f) Section 47115(j) of such title is amended 
by striking ‘‘February 1, 2012,’’ and inserting 
‘‘February 18, 2012,’’. 

(g) Section 47141(f) of such title is amended 
by striking ‘‘January 31, 2012.’’ and inserting 
‘‘February 17, 2012.’’. 

(h) Section 49108 of such title is amended 
by striking ‘‘January 31, 2012,’’ and inserting 
‘‘February 17, 2012,’’. 

(i) Section 161 of the Vision 100—Century of 
Aviation Reauthorization Act (49 U.S.C. 47109 
note) is amended by striking ‘‘February 1, 
2012,’’ and inserting ‘‘February 18, 2012,’’. 

(j) Section 186(d) of such Act (117 Stat. 
2518) is amended by striking ‘‘February 1, 
2012,’’ and inserting ‘‘February 18, 2012,’’. 

(k) Section 409(d) of such Act (49 U.S.C. 
41731 note) is amended by striking ‘‘January 
31, 2012.’’ and inserting ‘‘February 17, 2012.’’. 
SEC. 6. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION OP-

ERATIONS. 
Section 106(k)(1)(H) of title 49, United 

States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(H) $3,692,555,464 for the period beginning 

on October 1, 2011, and ending on February 
17, 2012.’’. 
SEC. 7. AIR NAVIGATION FACILITIES AND EQUIP-

MENT. 
Section 48101(a)(8) of title 49, United States 

Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(8) $1,044,541,913 for the period beginning 

on October 1, 2011, and ending on February 
17, 2012.’’. 
SEC. 8. RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVEL-

OPMENT. 
Section 48102(a)(16) of title 49, United 

States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(16) $64,092,459 for the period beginning on 

October 1, 2011, and ending on February 17, 
2012.’’. 
SEC. 9. ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE. 

Section 41742(a)(2) of title 49, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘and $50,309,016 
for the period beginning on October 1, 2011, 
and ending on January 31, 2012,’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘and $54,699,454 for the period beginning 
on October 1, 2011, and ending on February 
17, 2012,’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the bill, H.R. 
3800. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I would like to include in the CON-

GRESSIONAL RECORD an exchange of let-
ters between the Committee on Ways 
and Means and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure con-
cerning H.R. 3800. 

I am pleased to report that we are 
currently in the final negotiations of 
completing an FAA reauthorization 
bill with the Senate, with only a few 
open issues left to be resolved. I am 
confident that we will be able to com-
plete negotiations and produce a con-
ference report in the very near future. 

However, given the congressional 
schedule and the limited legislative 
days before FAA’s current authority 
expires, we will not be able to consider 
the final agreement on the conference 
report until February. Since current 
funding expires at the end of this 
month, it is necessary for us to pass a 
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clean, short-term extension of the 
FAA’s funding and programs through 
February 17 at current funding levels. 

This extension is a prudent pre-
caution to ensure that the FAA is able 
to continue its funding and programs 
while negotiations are completed and 
the House and Senate consider the 
FAA conference report. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 

Washington, DC, January 24, 2012. 
Hon. JOHN MICA, 
Chairman, Committee on Transortation and In-

frastructure, Rayburn House Office Build-
ing, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MICA: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 3800, the ‘‘Airport and Airway 
Extension Act of 2012’’ which is expected to 
be scheduled for floor consideration this 
week. 

As you know, the Committee on Ways and 
Means has jurisdiction over the Internal 
Revenue Code. Sections 2 and 3 of this bill 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 by 
extending the current Airport and Airway 
Trust Fund (AATF) expenditure authority 
and the associated Federal excise taxes to 
February 17, 2012. In order to expedite H.R. 
3800 for Floor consideration, the Committee 
will forgo action on the bill. This is being 
done with the understanding that it does not 
in any way prejudice the Committee with re-
spect to the appointment of conferees or its 
jurisdictional prerogatives on this or similar 
legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter, confirming this understanding with 
respect to H.R. 3800, and would ask that a 
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the Congressional Record 
during Floor consideration. 

Sincerely, 
DAVE CAMP, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, January 24, 2012. 
Hon. DAVE CAMP, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 3800, the ‘‘Airport and 
Airway Extension Act of 2012.’’ The Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
recognizes the Committee on Ways and 
Means has a jurisdictional interest in H.R. 
3800, and I appreciate your effort to facilitate 
consideration of this bill. 

I concur with you that forgoing action on 
H.R. 3800 does not in any way prejudice the 
Committee on Ways and Means with respect 
to its jurisdictional prerogatives on this bill 
or similar legislation in the future, and I 
would support your effort to seek appoint-
ment of an appropriate number of conferees 
to any House-Senate conference involving 
this legislation. 

I will include our letters on H.R. 3800 in the 
Congressional Record during House Floor 
consideration of the bill. Again, I appreciate 
your cooperation regarding this legislation 
and I look forward to working with the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means as the bill moves 
through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN L. MICA, 

Chairman. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 3800, the Air-
port and Airway Extension Act of 2012. 
This bill contains a clean extension of 
the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
authority to spend from the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund to carry out 
airport improvement projects at cur-
rent funding levels through February 
17, 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, this short-term exten-
sion will hopefully provide us enough 
time for the House Republican leader-
ship to finally appoint conferees to the 
FAA reauthorization bill, which we 
passed almost a year ago, work 
through the remaining policy issues 
with the other body, and send a com-
prehensive bill to the President. 

Although this has been an unneces-
sarily difficult and controversial proc-
ess during the first session of the 112th 
Congress to move the multiyear FAA 
reauthorization measure, I’m pleased 
that the House and Senate leadership 
recognized the importance of getting a 
bill completed and stepped in to help in 
the process. 

While I will reserve judgment on a 
final conference report, it appears as 
though we are making progress, and we 
certainly need to avoid a repeat of the 
disastrous outcome that occurred this 
summer when the FAA was partially 
shut down for 2 weeks, costing tax-
payers almost $400 million in lost rev-
enue for infrastructure investment. As 
we move to conference, we need to 
enact a fair and comprehensive bill 
that creates jobs, furthers aviation 
safety, and advances our transition to 
the Next Generation Air Transpor-
tation System. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this short- 
term FAA extension in the interest of 
preventing another FAA shutdown in 
order to give us a few more weeks to 
produce a bipartisan reauthorization 
conference report that the President 
can sign into law. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3800, the Airport and Air-
way Extension Act of 2012, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Does the gentleman have 
any further requests for time? 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, we 
have one speaker. 

Mr. PETRI. I will continue to reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. COSTELLO. At this time, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentlelady from the 
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), a 
valued member of the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee. 

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman 
from Illinois. This compromise only re-
minds me of how much I regret that he 
has decided to retire. He was such a 
valuable chair of our subcommittee 
and member of the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee. I can only 
wish him all the good fortune his ex-
traordinarily productive years in the 
Congress have earned him. 

b 1310 

But I thank both sides of the aisle for 
this short-term extension, short-term, 

I am assured, to wrap up some details. 
This is a bill that is really a great deal 
more bipartisan than it would appear. 
Yes, there were some tough items, as 
in any piece of major legislation. 

I do regret the major reason for the 
standoff. This bill, it seems to me, 
could have been before us long ago but 
for at least one provision which could 
have been settled, and that was the 
provision in the bill that would have 
insisted that no-shows be counted in 
labor elections, the no-shows be count-
ed as for one side or the other. And in 
this case, they would have been count-
ed as a ‘‘no’’ vote against joining the 
union. 

You know, you could argue just the 
opposite, that if you really were 
against the union, you’re the ones who 
show up. So it seems to me that was a 
thumb on the scale, but you don’t 
know how it would come out. And some 
kind of compromise has been reached 
on that. I will have to wait on that 
compromise. But I’m very pleased that 
we’ve moved ahead on a compromise 
because the President had said over 
and over again he was going to veto the 
bill if it had that provision in it. So 
since we knew it was going to be ve-
toed, it was up to us to get to a com-
promise much earlier and to get on to 
other tough issues in the bill. And I 
recognize that more time is needed on 
those issues. 

One of those issues, by the way, has 
to do with just how much traffic we are 
going to tolerate at Reagan Airport, 
with the idea that if an individual 
Member from the west coast would pre-
fer the convenience of landing at 
Reagan, then the whole bill should 
bend in that way. I ask that we con-
sider—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. COSTELLO. I yield another 1 
minute to the gentlewoman. 

Ms. NORTON. So, in winding up the 
bill, I ask that we keep in mind the 
fact that a very fragile compromise has 
been reached to allow the three other 
airports in this region and the eco-
nomic assumptions involved to divide 
up the air traffic as has been allowed. 

I also want to say that when we get 
to these union provisions, do remember 
that in every society, one of the car-
dinal tests of whether or not you have 
a free society is whether there is a 
right to organize a union. 

Mr. PETRI. I yield such time as he 
may consume to our colleague from 
Texas, Representative FARENTHOLD. 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to do something that I don’t 
particularly like to do, supporting in 
kicking the can down the road another 
time. But I’m excited about kicking 
the can down the road this time. We’ve 
had 23 extensions of the FAA bill, but 
this time, as we kick the can down the 
road, we actually see the end of the 
road. 

The Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee has worked in a bipar-
tisan manner to come up with a bill 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:41 Jan 25, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K24JA7.041 H24JAPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
6S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H137 January 24, 2012 
that I think is going to be phenomenal 
once we get it out of the House and 
Senate conferees. It’s taken some time 
to get us to the point where we can 
find the efficiencies and savings that 
we need and continue to provide the 
level of service we expect in our air 
transportation system in this country. 
My fear is we’re going to come up with 
this bipartisan bill and it’s going to get 
stalled again though. 

As we stand here on the eve of the 
State of the Union address, we have the 
politics of a do-nothing Congress. I 
hope that that narrative doesn’t stop 
this bill from moving forward as it 
comes up and we don’t have to extend 
this again. 

This is something we’ve been able to 
do in a bipartisan nature. Historically, 
transportation bills have been bipar-
tisan. Let’s not let this get stopped and 
have to kick the can down the road. 
Let’s get our conferees done. Let’s get 
this passed. 

I urge everybody, my colleagues, to 
support this extension. Let’s make it 
the last and get the long-term bill 
passed for the betterment of this coun-
try and everyone in it. 

Mr. COSTELLO. I continue to reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. PETRI. I yield such time as he 
may consume to the chairman of the 
full Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, our colleague from the 
State of Florida, JOHN MICA. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Chairman PETRI, our chair of 
the Aviation Subcommittee. I see Mr. 
COSTELLO, the ranking member, former 
chair of the subcommittee. Thank you 
for your work. 

We’re here to extend FAA for the 
23rd time. The consequences of that 
can, I hope, be positive, that we can 
conclude this long overdue and very 
important authorization. 

Members of Congress, we must au-
thorize every program. That’s part of 
our constitutional responsibility. 

I had the privilege, when I chaired 
the Aviation Subcommittee, to write a 
lot of what was in the last bill which 
we authored in 2003. It expired in 2007. 
The other side of the aisle had 4 years 
in which they controlled the body, 2 of 
which they controlled every branch of 
government, and were unable to pass 
that. They passed 17 extensions. We’ve 
had to pass—it will now be five—but we 
can get this done. This should be a bi-
partisan and must be a bicameral jobs 
bill. 

The aviation industry in our country 
accounts for between 7 and 8 percent of 
our gross domestic national economic 
activity, and for us not to have passed 
an authorization that updates the safe-
ty, all of the programs, the next gen-
eration of air traffic control, things 
that are so important to have a dy-
namic industry, and then an area of 
our economy that we have led in in the 
world. The biggest area of exports is 
aviation. That’s huge for jobs in this 
country. 

So this is going to be the last exten-
sion. It’s done in, again, a bipartisan 
effort to conclude the negotiation. 

Let me say in conclusion, there are 
some tough issues on labor that have 
held us up—4 years with the Demo-
crats, the last year with us—and I want 
to commend Speaker BOEHNER for his 
leadership working with the leadership 
of the Senate. The Speaker and his 
staff and others have worked day and 
night through the holidays and right 
up to now to conclude what I think is 
a very fair compromise. And it must be 
a compromise. 

This is part of our business is to do 
the best business we can for the Amer-
ican people and getting this economy 
working and getting in place the 
framework for one of the most impor-
tant aspects of our industry. If we want 
to see Americans back to work, we’ll 
pass this legislation by the 17th of Feb-
ruary, and then we’ll come back in the 
next week or two, and we will pass a 
long-term infrastructure transpor-
tation measure, and we will and we can 
get Americans working. 

So I ask for continued cooperation to 
complete this important process. 

Mr. PETRI. I have no further re-
quests for time, and reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, let me 
commend Chairman MICA and Chair-
man PETRI for working in a bipartisan 
way. We’ve attempted to work with the 
other body in working on an agree-
ment. We are very close to agreement. 
As I said in my statement, I reserve 
judgment on the final conference 
agreement, but I certainly want to 
commend our friends on the other side 
of the aisle for working to move this 
legislation forward. 

With that, I urge the passage of this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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Mr. PETRI. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
PETRI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3800. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES 
ON H.R. 3630, TEMPORARY PAY-
ROLL TAX CUT CONTINUATION 
ACT OF 2011 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
motion to instruct conferees at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mrs. Capps moves that the managers on 

the part of the House at the conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 3630 
be instructed to file a conference report not 
later than February 17, 2012. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
REED) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

Mrs. CAPPS. I yield myself 5 min-
utes. 

I rise today to offer a straightforward 
motion to provide certainty to Amer-
ican families and businesses. 

As we all know, late last month, 
after a lot of drawn-out drama, we en-
acted a short-term extension of the 
payroll tax cut, of unemployment in-
surance, and the so-called doc fix. All 
of these provisions were set to expire 
at the end of last year. Payroll taxes 
would have gone up on 160 million 
American workers. Millions of unem-
ployed people would have had their 
benefits cut off even though they still 
can’t find work, and doctors would 
have faced huge cuts in their reim-
bursement from Medicare, making it 
harder for seniors to see a doctor. The 
2-month extension was not ideal, but 
differences could not be resolved before 
the clock ran out. 

Now, with this short-term extension 
set to expire in just a few weeks, we 
must find a way to bridge our dif-
ferences and enact a full-year exten-
sion of these provisions, and we need to 
do it as soon as possible, and that’s 
what this motion is about. 

It simply directs the conferees to fin-
ish their work by February 17 so both 
the House and Senate will have time to 
vote on the final package before the 
clock runs out on the 29th; just a date 
certain to ensure that we get our work 
done without yet another last-minute 
scramble. We have a habit in this Con-
gress of leaving our work to the last 
minute, something we should have 
learned when we were kids when our 
parents warned us about this long ago. 

Last year, for example, was filled 
with manufactured crises and last- 
minute deals. It led to a great deal of 
uncertainty about everything from tax 
policy to whether or not America will 
pay its debts. This uncertainty has af-
fected our economy and our efforts to 
create jobs. I know we can do better. I 
know we must do better 

Our economy is still in a fragile 
state, and we must not add to its pre-
carious nature with yet another unnec-
essary dustup here in Washington and 
especially not about provisions we gen-
erally agree upon. For example, ex-
tending the payroll tax cut for 160 mil-
lion Americans will put a thousand dol-
lars more in their paychecks for a 
worker in this coming year. In my 
home State alone, that would put $21 
billion into the pockets of 17 million 
Californians. That’s real money for 
consumers to spend quickly at small 
businesses across the country, stimu-
lating demand and growing our econ-
omy. 

Now, economists from both sides 
from every perspective agree that this 
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