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have said, I can’t go home to my home 
district. 

How would that be for my distin-
guished colleague, when I yield to Con-
gresswoman CAPPS or to any of the 
women, to know that we cannot go 
home to our districts because we are in 
fear of being killed by the men in that 
region? 

So I would argue that we have been 
valiant, that we are heroes, that we 
have done what we have been called to 
do. The Commander in Chief has, in 
fact, brought the demise of Osama bin 
Laden and other high-dollar targets, 
and I would believe that it is appro-
priate that Congress gathers. I am now 
looking and contemplating a resolution 
in which we ask for a more expedited 
return of our soldiers and in which we 
ask that the President of Afghanistan, 
in the appropriate way, denounce and 
call for the end of this violence and 
that the Taliban be addressed by the 
Afghan National Security Forces, as 
we have trained them. 

So I would say in my closing remarks 
that we have much to do. Many women 
suffer. In this country, we can at least 
acknowledge that we are civilized and 
that we respect women and the choices 
they have to make, that we have re-
spect for the faith that has its own po-
sition and that we as a Nation will in-
sist on that firewall; but we will also 
have access to women’s health care. It 
makes no sense that a talk-show host, 
who is on the airwaves provided by the 
American people and by the tax dol-
lars, would go after an innocent law 
student who simply was called as an 
American citizen to be heard in the 
Halls of Congress and who had no other 
angst but to be able to present her life 
story. 

I conclude, Mr. CONYERS, by saying I 
see that, by the men and women in the 
United States military, all they have 
asked to do is to serve their Nation 
under the orders of the Commander in 
Chief in Afghanistan. I am now saying 
to them that I salute them and that it 
is time to bring our men and women 
home in dignity, in health, in safety, 
and with their lives—for their loved 
ones. 

Mr. CONYERS. I want to thank the 
gentlelady from Texas for her wide- 
ranging comments, for her very closely 
held beliefs, and for her very articulate 
way of joining me in the dialogue this 
morning. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to the gen-
tlelady from California, LOIS CAPPS. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

correct the RECORD. I mistakenly voted 
‘‘no’’ just a few moments ago on roll-
call 94 when I intended to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

I do support H. Res. 556 and strongly 
condemn the Government of Iran for 
its state-sponsored persecution of reli-
gious minorities. 

I concur with the resolution in call-
ing for the exoneration and immediate 
release of Youcef Nadarkhani and all 
other individuals held or charged on 
account of their religion. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 
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HONORING ANDREW BREITBART 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. MCCOTTER) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to observe the loss of my friend, An-
drew Breitbart, at the age of 43. 

In endeavoring to eulogize anyone, 
there is truly no more eloquent testa-
ment than their family. To his wife, 
Susie, and their four beautiful chil-
dren, our prayers, our thoughts, and 
our acts are with you. 

Professionally, in Andrew’s pro-
digious genius that was his life’s work, 
he tirelessly fought the good fight and, 
in the end, gave his all with every fiber 
of his soul to serve his fellow human 
beings and his country. 

Numbed with shock and loss at the 
word of his passing, and in reflecting 
upon the pleasure of his company, 
which I and so many others shared, I do 
find that I am at a loss for words and 
will, instead, rely upon those of the 
poet, Rupert Brooke: 
Now, God be thanked Who has matched us 

with His hour 
And caught our youth, and wakened us from 

sleeping, 
With hand made sure, clear eye, and sharp-

ened power, 
To turn, as swimmers into cleanness leaping, 
Glad from a world grown old and cold and 

weary, 
Leave the sick hearts that honour could not 

move, 
And half-men, and their dirty songs and 

dreary, 
And all the little emptiness of love! 
Oh! we, who have known shame, we have 

found release there, 
Where there is no ill, no grief, but sleep has 

mending, 
Naught broken save this body, lost but 

breath; 
Nothing to shake the laughing heart’s long 

peace there 
But only agony, and that has ending; 
And the worst friend and enemy is but 

Death. 

Good-bye and God bless, brother An-
drew. You are loved and mourned and 
ever remembered. You never wasted a 
day of our finite time called life. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

DO NOT RAISE TAXES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON) is recognized for the 
remainder of the hour as the designee 
of the majority leader. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I was talking to my good friend on 
the other side of the aisle, a Democrat, 
GREG MEEKS, and GREG said that if we 
would raise taxes, put taxes on the 

table, that he would be willing to put 
cuts and entitlements and other things 
on the table in an equal measure; and 
I told him that there was no way that 
we could raise taxes enough to offset 
the things that really needed to be 
dealt with. 

We have got to control spending. We 
have got to cut spending. We have got 
to look at the entitlements and the 
rules and regulations that we have to 
live by and make dramatic changes in 
government if we’re going to balance 
the budget. 

This year, we have reached over $15 
trillion in debt—$15 trillion. That kind 
of goes right past most people because 
they can’t imagine what a trillion dol-
lars is. But $15 trillion, just to put it in 
perspective, it took the Presidencies of 
George Washington all the way to Bill 
Clinton to amass the same amount of 
debt that President Obama has racked 
up in 32 months. 

Now, think about that: from George 
Washington to Bill Clinton, the 
amount of money in debt that we’ve 
added has been reached in 32 months by 
President Obama. 

We have to get control of spending. 
It’s absolutely essential. Otherwise, 
we’ll be in the same shape as many of 
those countries in Europe, like Greece. 

The President’s solution to the bur-
geoning problem is to increase taxes, 
as I said. So I went through the 
amount of taxes it would take and 
what we would have to do to reach the 
goals that the President talks about. 

Now, if you raise the taxes on every-
body that makes over $250,000 to 100 
percent—in other words, you take 
every dime that they make, 100 per-
cent, above $250,000—that would yield 
about $1.4 trillion, and that would keep 
government running for 141 days. So if 
we took all the money that people 
make over $250,000, you would still only 
run government for less than half a 
year. 

If you gave the $400 billion of profits 
that was reaped by the Fortune 500 
companies and gave them the same 100 
percent tax treatment, you could add 
another 40 days to the amount of time 
that we could run the government. 

So taxing is not going to solve the 
problem. 

Now, Herbert Hoover, when he was 
President, decided—a Republican—that 
the way to help stop the economic 
tragedy that was about to occur was to 
raise taxes on businesses and individ-
uals, and what happened? We ended up 
with the greatest depression in the his-
tory of this country. 

Now, President Obama said the one 
thing that you don’t want to do during 
a time of recession is raise taxes, and 
yet that’s what he’s advocating and my 
Democrat colleagues are advocating 
right now: raise taxes during a time of 
economic recession. 

When people talk about unemploy-
ment in this country, they say, well, 
now it’s 8.2 percent. But if you look at 
the people who dropped off the unem-
ployment rolls and those who are un-
deremployed, the unemployment rate 
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is probably closer to 15 percent. So the 
figures we are getting from the admin-
istration are really not that accurate. 

It’s extremely important that the ad-
ministration, and my Democrat col-
leagues here in the House and espe-
cially in the Senate, take a hard look 
at where we’re going. The projections 
are over the next 10 years we’re going 
to increase the deficit by at least $1 
trillion a year. We cannot afford that. 
This country will go completely bank-
rupt. You’ll see inflation that you 
won’t believe. 

Right now the Fed is printing money 
to cover the expenditures that we’re in-
curring day after day after day. That 
money they’re using, they’re buying 
bonds with it, Treasury bonds. So that 
money is not actually being seen in cir-
culation. But the fact is that we’re in-
creasing the debt by printing money at 
the Fed on a daily basis. In Europe, the 
European Central Bank is doing the 
same thing with the euro. This country 
and the rest of the world is heading to-
ward an inflationary problem that’s 
going to be unbelievable. 

Now, people say in this country right 
now we haven’t seen any inflation. If 
you look at the figures that are coming 
out from the administration, inflation 
last year went up about 1 to 2 percent, 
but they’re including in that figure all 
the new technologies that are taking 
place. They’re not going to the grocery 
store. 

I went to the grocery store last week 
and bought four apples at a cost of al-
most $5. Three tomatoes cost almost 
$5. If you go to the gas pump today— 
and my colleague from Indiana (Mr. 
PENCE) talked about that just a few 
minutes ago. If you go to the gas pump 
today, it’s almost $4 for a gallon of gas. 
So the inflation rate on staples, on 
things that we use on a daily basis is 
probably well over 10 percent, maybe 
even higher than that. 

We don’t know, but the administra-
tion says it’s only 1 to 2 percent. Talk 
to the wives and husbands of people 
that are really strapped for cash right 
now, and you will find that it’s costing 
them a great deal more than that on a 
daily basis for gasoline, food, clothes, 
and everything else. 

It’s extremely important that we get 
control of spending. This is not the 
time to raise taxes. The President has 
said that himself, especially back in 
2008 and 2009. Yet now they are taking 
a different tack and saying we need to 
raise taxes. 
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That would be like throwing gasoline 
on a fire. We should not be raising 
taxes. We should be addressing the 
spending side of the ledger; and if we do 
that, we will get this country back on 
the right track. 

I just got back from Europe. I took a 
codel over there to Brussels to meet 
with the finance people in the Euro-
pean Union to find out where they are 
heading, and they’re heading in a very 
difficult direction right now. If Greece 

goes belly up, it’s very likely that 
you’re going to see other countries go 
belly up. And we have investments in 
money market funds and bonds that 
we’ve purchased in those countries. 
And if those countries default, it’s 
going to affect the United States as 
well. So we need to get our house in 
order so that we don’t end up in the 
same bailiwick that Europe is in right 
now that could cause severe economic 
problems in this country. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I’ll end by saying 
it’s important to get control of spend-
ing. This is not the time to raise taxes. 
A poll was taken recently by the Polit-
ico magazine here on Capitol Hill, and 
75 percent of the people in this country 
that were polled said not to raise taxes. 
So the people get it. I just hope that 
the White House will. 

The United States still finds itself in a 
spending driven debt crisis. 

The National Debt has now surpassed an 
unprecedented $15 trillion dollars. 

House Republicans approved a budget that 
would have put a stop to spending money that 
we don’t have as well as cutting $6.2 Trillion 
Dollars more than the President’s budget. The 
Democrats blocked it. 

The U.S. debt-to-GDP ratio is now officially 
over 100 percent (approx. 110 percent at the 
end of 2011). 

To put the severity of this crisis into per-
spective, it took from the presidencies of 
George Washington to Bill Clinton to amass 
the same amount of debt that President 
Obama has racked up in the past 32 months. 

The President’s solution to the burgeoning 
problem his Administration’s reckless behavior 
has caused? Increase Taxes. 

The Problem, according to the President is 
simply that the most successful among us 
simply aren’t paying their fair share . . . 

This sentiment has most recently mani-
fested itself in the President’s proposed budg-
et, in which he has increased taxes to the 
tune of $1.5 Trillion Dollars. 

The simple reality of the situation is that this 
is nothing more than campaign rhetoric, em-
ployed in hopes of fomenting class warfare 
and dividing the American people. 

‘‘You cannot tax your way into prosperity.’’ 
We learned this after the 1929 stock market 

crash when Herbert Hoover, a Republican, 
signed legislation to sharply increase taxes on 
businesses, who were seen as the catalyst for 
the market crash. 

Hoover’s draconian tax increases, fueled by 
a similar populist outcry heard today, ulti-
mately served as the first salvo in a series of 
policy missteps that would ultimately lead to 
the Great Depression of the 1930’s. 

Keep In Mind That: 
Even If Congress imposed a 100 percent 

tax, taking all earnings above $250,000 per 
year, it would yield $1.4 Trillion Dollars. That 
would keep the government running for 141 
days. 

The problem is there are 224 more days left 
in the year. 

If we gave the $400 Billion Dollars of profits 
reaped by the Fortune 500 the 100 percent 
tax treatment . . . We Could fund the Govern-
ment for another 40 days. 

It was not too long ago that President 
Obama himself was quoted as saying, ‘‘You 
do not raise taxes during a recession.’’ 

If only he had the resolve to heed his own 
advice. 

The American people also believe that the 
course of action taken by Hoover and en-
dorsed by Obama is not the right way forward. 

In a recent poll in The Hill Newspaper, 75 
percent of American’s polled felt that, the 
‘‘most appropriate top tax rate for families 
earning $250,000 or more’’ is 30 percent or 
less. This would be 5 percent less than what 
this income group currently pays. 

This is in stark contrast to the 40 percent 
tax rate that Obama and like-minded Demo-
crats in the Congress have called for to enact 
in 2013. 

When one couples this with the expiration of 
the Bush Tax Cuts . . . We are creating an 
environment where the entire tax code as we 
know it will cease to exist. 

If we continue in this vein, in 2013: 
The 8 out of 10 businesses in America that 

file taxes as individuals will see their tax rate 
go to 44.8 percent. 

This will effectively kill what little growth our 
embattled economy has left. 

Despite the top marginal tax rate varying 
between 35 percent and 91 percent since 
1960, Federal tax collections have been be-
tween 15 and 20 percent of the nation’s Gross 
Domestic Product every year since 1960. 

From this we can infer whether taxes are 
high or low, people make adjustments in their 
economic behavior so as to keep the govern-
ment tax take at 15 to 20 percent of the GDP. 

History has proven unequivocally that tax 
rates have always had a greater impact on 
economic growth than they do on Federal rev-
enues. 

It is no longer good enough to kick the can 
down the road and make this the next Con-
gresses’ or next President’s problem. 

Unless we wish to bring the problems of Eu-
rope to our shores it is incumbent on us to 
champion responsible spending restraint; a re-
paired safety net; reforms that ensure real 
health and retirement security; and a simplified 
tax code oriented toward economic growth. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

AFGHAN SECURITY FORCES KILL-
ING AMERICAN SERVICE MEM-
BERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WOLF) is recognized for the 
remainder of the hour as the designee 
of the majority leader. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, just today 
we heard reports that two more Amer-
ican servicemembers in Afghanistan 
were gunned down by the very security 
forces they are helping to train. Unfor-
tunately, this is not an isolated inci-
dent. Last week, two Army officers 
were gunned down inside the Afghan 
Interior Ministry. Attacks by Afghan 
soldiers and security forces have ac-
counted for nearly 70 deaths since 2007. 

The U.S. military did a report on this 
phenomenon, referred to as ‘‘Green on 
Blue’’ attacks, and determined that 
they are turning into a ‘‘growing sys-
temic threat’’ to our military per-
sonnel in the region. These are not U.S. 
deaths from combat with Taliban and 
other insurgent groups, although some 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:00 Mar 02, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K01MR7.026 H01MRPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-11T11:45:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




