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have been exploited as victims of a 
multibillion dollar industry that prof-
its on their grief. 

On this, the 39th anniversary of that 
decision, we rededicate our decision to 
stand for life. The measure of a society 
is how it treats its most vulnerable of 
its citizens. For far too many unborn 
children, our Nation has abandoned 
that protection. 

Now, there are those who say that 
since the Supreme Court has declared 
it, it must be right. This is the same 
Supreme Court that looked at Mr. Dred 
Scott and said, ‘‘Mr. Scott, in the eyes 
of the law, you’re not a man, but chat-
tel.’’ The legal equivalent of a cow. The 
Supreme Court was wrong in 1857, and 
it was wrong in 1973. 

We will answer to a higher law, a law 
higher than we debate in this hallowed 
Chamber, a law higher than is dis-
cussed across the street in the Supreme 
Court. And that law says: 

For You formed my inward parts; You 
wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give 
thanks to You, for I am fearfully and won-
derfully made. My frame was not hidden 
from You, when I was made in secret, and 
skillfully wrought in the depths of the 
Earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed 
substance; and in Your book were all written 
the days that were ordained for me when as 
yet there was not one of them. 

Mr. Speaker, I echo the prophet of 
old: 

This day I call on heaven and earth as wit-
nesses against you, that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now 
choose life, so that you and your children 
might live. 

This night we choose life. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 

the gentleman from Mississippi. 
I yield to the gentleman from Kansas 

(Mr. POMPEO). 
Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, we often 

come to the podium to talk about a bill 
or piece of legislation. Today I have 
the great privilege to stand in support 
of protecting every human life. 

In Kansas is a place that has marked 
a great piece in the history of the pro- 
life movement. In the early 1990s, the 
Summer of Mercy was held in Kansas. 
A huge step forward in people speaking 
out about the tragedy that is abortion. 

I, personally, a couple years later had 
the privilege of working doing some re-
search for a woman named Mary Ann 
Glendon, who became the ambassador 
of the Vatican, who taught me about 
how this movement can work, and how 
we can begin to eradicate this plague 
that sits on top of America after still 
39 years. 

For me, too, it’s personal. I have a 
nephew and a niece that, but for a 
pregnancy crisis center in Wichita, 
Kansas, would not be my niece of 6, 
Emily, and my nephew of 10, James. 
Two brave women who made the right 
decision. 

Today was an incredible privilege. I 
got to stand at the Mall and look out 
at hundreds of thousands of folks, in-
cluding enormous groups of young peo-
ple who came from Kansas on buses of 
25-hour rides from Clearwater and from 

Norwich and from Garden Plain, and 
from our high schools and colleges in 
Kansas who came today to stand for 
life and to say that this movement will 
continue, that we are winning, that 
after 39 years we can now say that 
America understands that this is not 
about choice but about protecting 
those lives. 

To see those young faces and those 
young smiles was a glorious thing. I 
want to thank them for coming to 
Washington, D.C., to be part of this 
today, and with them and with our con-
tinued effort we can do the right thing 
and protect every human life. 

b 2120 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to 
the gentleman from Oklahoma, Mr. 
JAMES LANKFORD. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently read about a couple who found 
out there was a problem in their preg-
nancy, that their child had not devel-
oped all four sections of its heart. So, 
at 23 weeks, they did a surgery where 
they reached in with a needle into the 
womb. They used a balloon technique 
to be able to open up the fourth cham-
ber of the heart of that child. At 23 
weeks, the family could gather around 
and see the video and celebrate this in-
credible scientific act of medical brav-
ery, and then the family celebrated 
something wonderful that had hap-
pened. They had protected the life of a 
child. They reached into a beating 
heart, still in the womb at 23 weeks, 
and saved that child. 

The frightening part is, across town, 
a different mother at 23 weeks of preg-
nancy, which is before viability in 
many States, could go to a different 
doctor, who could reach into that 
womb and pull that child apart limb by 
limb. The family wouldn’t stand and 
celebrate nor would we look at the 
video and say that’s beautiful, like we 
did with the other surgery. 

Yet, in the cognitive dissidence of 
our Nation, we celebrate one mother, 
and we protect the other one simulta-
neously. It is unmistakable to look in 
that womb and see a life for both of 
them. Understand, this is a child in 
both instances, and they must stand to 
be protected. 

It is a difficult thing for the Presi-
dent to say today that we must reduce 
the need for abortion. There is only one 
need to reduce the need for abortion: 
that is if the President understands the 
same thing that we do, that it’s a life. 
He would not stand and say we need to 
reduce the need for some skin tissue or 
some mole on your arm. If it were only 
tissue, there is no need to try to reduce 
the need, but he understands we do 
need to reduce the need. As the Presi-
dent stated today, this is not pro-
tecting the dreams of our daughters; 
this is protecting the daughters that 
will never be and the nightmare guilt 
that is on so many women who have 
gone through an abortion. 

We must stand for life. I look forward 
to the day. I look forward to the day 

that generations ahead of us will look 
back at this time and say, I am so glad 
that the Nation finally chose life. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
HULTGREN). 

Mr. HULTGREN. Henry Hyde was a 
personal friend and mentor of mine. He 
first helped restrict abortion funding 
just 3 years after Roe v. Wade. Today, 
Planned Parenthood receives over 363 
million tax dollars a year. We’re giving 
1 million tax dollars a day to an orga-
nization in desperate need of oversight. 
If he were here today, I think Henry 
Hyde would be shocked and appalled at 
the abhorring conditions of fraud, over-
billing, and the general lack of trans-
parency found at Planned Parenthood 
and at other abortion clinics across the 
country. 

We must win this fight for life. It’s 
the only way that we can literally win 
our future. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I now 
yield to the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. HUIZENGA). 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. I, too, 
want to rise today in recognition of 
this 39th year since this decision has 
come down from the Supreme Court, 
and it is something that has affected 
my family, my life. I think we have all 
known somebody who has had an abor-
tion, whether she felt forced into it or 
whether she made that choice. Every 
single one of them, I know, has regret-
ted that. 

This issue of life became very per-
sonal for my wife and me as we had to 
move forward through troubled preg-
nancies and after losing quite a few 
pregnancies, struggling with that 
whole notion of ‘‘what is life?’’ and of 
‘‘what does that mean to have that life 
growing in you?’’ We firmly came down 
on the side of this being a gift from 
God, that creation that happens. That’s 
something that we want to protect. 

I can tell you that the hardworking 
taxpayers don’t expect their dollars to 
go towards procedures such as this and 
that it’s something that this House has 
continued to fight for. I hold this issue 
very dear, and my wife, who now serves 
on the board of a crisis pregnancy cen-
ter back in west Michigan, also holds 
that very near and dear. I will continue 
to fight for that sanctity of life and for 
that dignity of life at the beginning as 
well as at the end as long as we’re here 
in Congress. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. In conclu-
sion, tomorrow night, the President 
will call for a return to American val-
ues in his State of the Union message. 

Mr. President, the violent destruc-
tion of the child in the womb, of the 
killing of babies and of the wounding of 
their moms is not an American value. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THE MARCELLUS SHALE CAUCUS: 
THE POTENTIAL OF NATURAL 
GAS DEVELOPMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from New 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:22 Jan 24, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K23JA7.049 H23JAPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H109 January 23, 2012 
York (Mr. REED) is recognized for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. REED. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I rise today with a few of my col-
leagues to talk about an issue that, I 
think, could be a game-changer for the 
United States of America, which is the 
natural gas development potential that 
we find in the shale formations 
throughout the United States. 

I have been privileged to cofound the 
Marcellus Shale Caucus here in the 
U.S. House of Representatives with my 
colleague from Pennsylvania, MARK 
CRITZ, who will be joining us shortly. 
The purpose of the caucus is to come at 
this issue from an objective, scientific, 
database point of view in order to talk 
about the pros and cons of natural gas 
development in America and, in par-
ticular, of the Marcellus shale forma-
tion, which is located in my district of 
western New York, throughout Penn-
sylvania, and in other areas of the 
Northeast. 

One of the things we wanted to high-
light today is the indirect benefits that 
natural gas development will have on 
our country and probably most impor-
tantly from an economic point of view 
at this time when we face in our Na-
tion’s history some of the most endur-
ing and high levels of unemployment 
we have ever seen. 

What we are fundamentally talking 
about are jobs, not only the jobs re-
lated to extracting the natural gas, 
itself, and laying the pipeline to trans-
port that natural gas to its markets, 
but the jobs that come as a result of 
the indirect benefits of that natural 
gas production. What I and my col-
leagues are, hopefully, going to talk 
about tonight are things like the bene-
fits to the public local municipalities 
with regard to the tax base, road con-
struction and the improvements of the 
road structures that are located within 
the areas upon which natural gas de-
velopment is occurring as a result of 
the shale formations. 

Through these conversations, I think 
that we will be able to establish that 
the benefits of extracting natural gas 
in America will be that game-changing 
event when it comes to domestic sup-
plies of energy that come from Amer-
ican sources—an event we have never 
seen before in our lifetimes or poten-
tially in the lifetimes of our children. 
So I would like to preface this entire 
conversation by laying some prelimi-
nary remarks based upon some con-
cerns that have been raised as to nat-
ural gas development in America. 

I travel my district. I go to many 
town hall meetings and get out in front 
of the people. At times, this issue can 
become sensitive in the sense of the en-
vironmental concerns that are raised. I 
have always taken the position that 
this issue should only be dealt with 
when we can establish that natural gas 
exploration and development in Amer-
ica can be done in a safe, clean, respon-
sible manner. That’s why, tonight, I 
am going to read some quotes to you, 

Mr. Speaker, and to those who may be 
tuning in and watching this conversa-
tion, because there has been a lot of 
discussion about the potential threat 
to our aquifers and to our water sup-
plies as a result of hydrofracking and 
natural gas development out of the 
shale and tight sand formations. For 
the record, I would just like to quote 
some of our leading environmental 
government officials in America: 

‘‘When it comes to natural gas devel-
opment, the key is to make sure that 
we say, ’Engineers, make sure we do it 
safely, without harming water sup-
plies,’ and I think we’re well on the 
way. On chemicals, we don’t have data 
that shows those chemicals showing up 
in someone’s well. Over time, that may 
not be a true statement. Unless there’s 
a problem with well construction, 
hydrofracking chemicals shouldn’t end 
up in aquifers,’’ Lisa Jackson, head of 
the EPA for the United States of Amer-
ica, October 14, 2011. 

‘‘I’m not aware of any proven case 
where the fracking process, itself, has 
affected water, although there are in-
vestigations ongoing,’’ Lisa Jackson, 
Director of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for the United States of 
America, May 24, 2011. 

b 2130 

You know, these are comments com-
ing from our EPA Director, but then 
there’s comments like, ‘‘With respect 
to hydraulic (fracturing), because it oc-
curs so far underground, we don’t know 
any examples of (contamination) on 
public lands. But it demonstrates the 
importance of ensuring we have 
wellbore integrity up and down the en-
tire wellbore.’’ That’s our Interior Sec-
retary, Kenneth Salazar, testifying to 
the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee on November 16, 2011. 

I read these quotes to tell the Amer-
ican people and to tell you, Mr. Speak-
er, that the concern about the environ-
mental impacts to our aquifers, though 
legitimate, I think have been fully vet-
ted and have had a long, serious, sci-
entific review and approach in deter-
mining that risk is not what many peo-
ple in America are making it out to be. 
And again I reiterate my position on 
this matter, that we need to look at 
this resource through the economic op-
portunity that it represents to us in 
our districts, in our homes, but to us as 
a Nation. 

And we have to look at this economic 
opportunity and this natural resource 
potential based on making sure that it 
is done in a safe and reliable way, but 
we also have to look at it from a third 
point of view, and that is the national 
security implications of tapping this 
domestic supply of energy. Natural gas 
and oils are now being found all 
throughout America. They are also 
being found right here in the United 
States of America in the shale forma-
tion such as the Marcellus shale, the 
Utica shale formation, and also the 
tight sands formations that exist here 
in our Nation. 

I don’t think I have to speak long or 
hard to the American people or to you, 
Mr. Speaker, to explain what impact 
that would have on our national secu-
rity. If we can establish an energy sup-
ply such that is estimated to be under 
our own ground in natural gas and oil, 
we will not be sending millions of bil-
lions, if not trillions of dollars, to peo-
ple in the Middle East who have pub-
licly declared that we are enemy num-
ber one. I think this is good public pol-
icy to promote. 

On the indirect benefits, I just want 
to highlight three examples of people 
that are benefiting from this from my 
district. 

Now in New York in the 29th Con-
gressional District, we have not had 
any development in the Marcellus 
shale on a recent basis because of the 
moratorium in the Department of En-
vironmental Conservation on the State 
level coming up with the regulations to 
ensure that this is done safely and re-
sponsibly. But I have the privilege of 
representing a district that’s just adja-
cent to the northern tier of Pennsyl-
vania, adjacent to my good friend, GT 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, who will 
speak shortly, where we have had a 
spillover effect of economic oppor-
tunity to the district. 

I could talk to you about Dalrymple 
Holdings, it’s a long, family-held com-
pany right outside of my hometown of 
Corning, New York, that has been in-
volved in highway infrastructure con-
struction in Chemung County for years 
and counties surrounding it. But now 
they’ve expanded beyond. The business 
has seen a tangible impact from the de-
velopment across the border. 

Mr. Dalrymple has reported to me 
that he has undertaken contracts for 
total construction of 65 miles of rural 
roads, a value over $22 million of road 
construction being fully funded by pri-
vate investment. Let me stress that 
again, Mr. Speaker, $22 million of pri-
vate dollars going into road construc-
tion upon which Mr. Dalrymple and his 
company have benefited. 

Now, it’s not just Mr. Dalrymple. I 
know this man, he’s a good man, and in 
that $22 million worth of additional in-
vestment in his company and in the 
projects that it represents, he has been 
able to create and hire over 60 new men 
and women averaging $40 per hour to 
his business to fulfill those contracts. 
Those are 60 families that now benefit 
directly as a result of this development 
occurring in the northern tier of Penn-
sylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Dalrymple and I 
share a common background in the 
sense of he’s a small business owner, I 
was a small business owner before I 
came here to Congress. And I could tell 
you there is nothing, nothing like 
looking at a man or a woman when you 
hire them and bring them into your 
business, and you put them to work. 

When you have sat in that position, 
you know when you look at that person 
you’re not just benefiting that person, 
that person becomes part of your fam-
ily as a small business owner, and 
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you’re taking care of him or her, but 
you’re also taking care of his family, 
his children by putting food on their 
table, by providing extra dollars for 
their children and their education. 
That is the American ideal. That’s the 
American Dream, just to give someone 
the opportunity to go to work to take 
care of their families. 

And I also will bring to the record to-
night a story of our local dry cleaning 
company. I could not believe it, Mr. 
Speaker. I went over to pick up the 
family dry cleaning, and I was talking 
to Rick over in Painted Post, New 
York, just adjacent to my hometown of 
Corning. And he said, TOM, come back 
here, I want to show you something. 

And we went into his back room and 
he showed me piles of uniforms that 
were used by industrial workers, by the 
workers on the fields in the northern 
tier of Pennsylvania. He related to me 
that he was adding an additional $5,000- 
plus revenue to his business coffers 
every month. He talked about how he 
was able to give bonuses to his employ-
ees because of that new opportunity. 
He was another small business owner 
that knew what it was to take care of 
not only his employees, but their fami-
lies and to have them share in the re-
wards of the hard work that they put 
together in that dry cleaning oper-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if we 
don’t talk a little bit about the public 
benefits that have been brought to my 
attention. You know, I look to our 
county executive in Chemung County, 
adjacent to my home county of Steu-
ben County, and I see that his county, 
a small geographical county, mind you, 
is leading New York State in sales tax 
growth. He’s leading New York State 
in hotel tax revenue increases—a small 
county leading the great Empire State 
of New York by what is going on in the 
northern tier of Pennsylvania. 

And I would be remiss if I didn’t tell 
you the story when I spent the day 
down in the northern tier of Pennsyl-
vania and met with the commissioners 
of Bradford County and they told me 
about the history of their tax sales. 
You know these sales, Mr. Speaker, 
these are the sales of people who can-
not pay their real property tax bill, 
lose their property at an auction. 

I’ve been to those auctions. I’ve 
looked at families that have lost their 
property because they couldn’t pay the 
tax bill. Well, in Bradford County, I be-
lieve in my friend’s district, Mr. 
THOMPSON, they used to have sales of 
100, 150 parcels is my understanding. I 
know we have had them in Steuben 
County and Chemung County in New 
York—and guess how many parcels 
went up for tax sale in the last year or 
two? Essentially zero, maybe one or 
two over those 2-year periods. That is a 
fundamental shift in what is going on 
in our part of the country, and hope-
fully it could be shared across America. 

And as that one commissioner told 
me as we talked about some of the con-
cerns and issues that have to be dealt 

with, and traffic is always a concern 
that is raised, he said I’d much rather 
see traffic lines in my home county 
than unemployment lines. And I, when 
I heard that line, I said, Doug, that is 
exactly what we’re talking about. As a 
commissioner of Bradford County, you 
nailed it right on the head, and that we 
are talking about creating traffic lines 
of economic opportunity and develop-
ment for generations of Americans 
rather than compounding and growing 
unemployment lines. 

b 2140 
And so we will come at this issue of 

making sure that it is a clean and safe 
resource that is developed, but let us 
focus and join hands in bringing this 
opportunity for America forward. 

My colleague from Pennsylvania has 
joined us. Mr. THOMPSON, if you would 
like to comment, I yield to you. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Thank you for leading this Special 
Order on natural gas and its benefits. 
And thanks for your leadership on the 
Marcellus Shale Caucus. With natural 
gas, everybody wins. I am very proud 
to be a member of the Marcellus Shale 
Natural Gas Caucus. And I appreciate 
Mr. REED, my good friend from just 
north of me in New York, acknowl-
edging that good stewardship and good 
science is important. And we have both 
when it comes to natural gas. This is 
not 50, 60 years ago when we were ex-
tracting coal. This is 2012, where we 
have and we benefit from great science, 
and we know that we have a responsi-
bility to be good stewards of the envi-
ronment. I appreciate that acknowl-
edgment. 

I represent Pennsylvania’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. There are 17 coun-
ties that I serve, and that’s 22 percent 
of the land mass of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, 15 of my 17 counties have 
Marcellus shale, and I give thanks for 
many blessings that God has provided 
me in my life, and I thank God for the 
blessings of this natural gas at this 
time for our country. 

I also benefit from having an institu-
tion like Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, Penn State, in my district, and 
specifically the ag extension part of 
that land grant university that has ex-
perts that are out in the field helping 
everyday citizens with decisions about 
leases, leasing their land, and helping 
them with issues related to making 
sure that it is done in a way that rep-
resents good stewardship by the com-
panies. 

And here is the part I am most ex-
cited about: They are also helping 
them with finding the right kind of 
counsel for wealth management. That’s 
the kind of problem we like to see our 
citizens have, a need for wealth man-
agement, because there were a lot of 
farmers who were going out of busi-
ness. But today, they have a new John 
Deere tractor sitting there, and largely 
that is thanks to Marcellus shale. So 
it’s going to be good for agriculture, 
which is good for all of America in 
terms of food. 

Let me talk about some of the bene-
fits because that’s what we’re here to 
focus on. And I want to start with a big 
one, and that’s energy security. 
Marcellus shale is taking that large 
valve that controls us, all that oil that 
we buy from the Middle East, and we’re 
going to be able to shut that thing off 
because of energy security, moving to-
wards energy independence that nat-
ural gas is going to allow this country 
to have. That’s something, whether 
you’re in an area that’s blessed with 
natural gas or not, every citizen in this 
country should hope and pray and give 
thanks for the fact that we will move 
ourselves in the direction of being en-
ergy secure, and that natural gas is 
going to contribute to that signifi-
cantly. 

I want to put that out there. It is the 
first benefit that absolutely every 
American, I don’t care where they live 
in this country, is benefiting from nat-
ural gas. 

Secondly, it really is jobs. I know 
that is localized to where the jobs 
occur. I happen to live in an area that 
has benefited significantly. I represent 
a very rural part of Pennsylvania, and 
we’ve had our difficult times. We have 
lost industries. But where we have nat-
ural gas, we are growing jobs. 

Let me just give a couple of exam-
ples. In Tioga County there is a manu-
facturer. Actually, it’s an inter-
national company. And the inter-
national company, the parent com-
pany, is looking to expand a plant. 
Guess where they’re looking to? 
They’re looking to Pennsylvania. And 
they’re looking to Tioga County. And a 
big part of that is manufacturing, a 
key feedstock ingredient, whether used 
for heating, processing, or an ingre-
dient, is natural gas. And the price of 
natural gas being delivered domesti-
cally, how it is available, so plentiful 
and so cheap right now, they want to 
build and expand the plant right there 
in Tioga County. That’s very exciting. 
That’s jobs. 

As I wander around Tioga County, I 
see help wanted signs everywhere. And 
it’s not just in traditional businesses 
that you would think of when you 
think of natural gas. It’s all businesses, 
because the economy is good. The in-
come is up. The unemployment is way 
below both State and national averages 
in the counties where the natural gas 
production has really taken off. And 
it’s moving to other counties. 

In terms of jobs, there’s an entre-
preneur in Elk County who I serve. 
This is a gentleman who’s a real smart 
businessman. He saw something that 
these natural gas companies need, and 
he went out and he created a small 
manufacturing business to provide it. 
He’s creating jobs, really good jobs for 
people, skilled jobs in order to produce 
the supplies that the companies need. 
And you know what, that’s good for ev-
erybody. That’s Elk County. 

In Centre County, my home county, 
there’s a road contractor there. We 
know that we have a lot of problems 
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with our roads. We’re challenged both 
in the State and Federal budget in 
terms of money right now. But this 
road contractor is doing great things, 
as are a lot of small excavating compa-
nies, in terms of pad preparation and 
paving those roads. You talk about our 
roads are getting better. The gas com-
panies are investing a significant 
amount of money early on to build 
roads, rebuild roads that really have 
never been built before. 

In Pennsylvania we have what’s 
called Pinchot roads, named for a 
former Governor, that don’t have much 
of a base. So in the spring when the 
farmers are out there and are running 
their tractors, they rut up and get 
muddy. They’ve never had a firm base. 
Well, today, those Pinchot roads are 
being rebuilt really appropriately for 
the first time. And all of that is driven, 
that’s a secondary benefit of the nat-
ural gas opportunity. 

If you go to Warren County, we’ve 
got a longtime natural gas producer up 
there. It’s a small, independently 
owned company. They’ve been in the 
oil and natural gas business I have to 
think for decades. Now today, they’re 
partnering with a very large national 
company, so they’re helping to bring 
outside dollars into the Fifth District 
of Pennsylvania, and they’re creating 
more jobs. 

The growth of the hotels, the hotel 
industry, is just booming, and those 
hospitality jobs are great jobs. In Clin-
ton County, closer to my hometown, 
we have international companies that 
are relocating to rural Pennsylvania. 
International companies relocating 
and creating a significant amount of 
jobs. It’s a very exciting opportunity 
that we’re blessed with today. 

I want to talk about heating costs, 
another benefit. This was two winters 
ago when the Marcellus was just start-
ing to take off. You know, today, nat-
ural gas prices are somewhere in the 
neighborhood of about $2.60 for 1,000 
cubic feet. Just 3 or 4 years ago, back 
when we didn’t produce domestic nat-
ural gas—we imported it all from other 
countries—natural gas was somewhere 
from $12 to $13 per 1,000 cubic feet, or 
more. And today, it’s like $2.60 per 1,000 
cubic feet. 

Two or three winters ago, the utility 
in Philadelphia, about as far in Penn-
sylvania as you can get from where we 
drill natural gas, reported that the 
communities in Philadelphia, their 
home heating costs were at an all-time 
low. I would argue this winter, if we 
look in New York and Pennsylvania 
and all of the areas where, because of 
natural gas prices today, being domes-
tically produced, those citizens who 
benefit from heating their homes and 
cooking with natural gas, their costs in 
a difficult economy are at an all-time 
low. That’s something that everybody 
can benefit from. 

In fact, one of the projects that I’m 
trying to work on, I think it is very 
important, I would like to see how we 
get those distribution lines for natural 

gas into more of our communities. My 
hometown doesn’t have natural gas. I 
would love to be able to heat my home 
with natural gas, and I would like to at 
least see what Federal regulations are 
standing in the way of making that 
happen. I’m sure there’s something out 
there that’s a roadblock that we could 
work on. 

The opportunities that we have today 
in terms of the benefits from natural 
gas are significant. They span a lot of 
different areas. I’m sure there are 
things that I haven’t covered. I just 
want to take this opportunity to thank 
you for hosting this forum where we’re 
talking about the benefits. These are 
really benefits that every American 
can experience as a result of accessing 
a resource that God has blessed us 
with. 

Mr. REED. I appreciate my colleague 
from Pennsylvania for joining us here 
this evening. If I could continue this 
conversation with you, I’m sure you’ve 
done what I have done on numerous 
times. When I have traveled home, up 
state Route 15, right through the heart 
of your district on the way home to 
Corning, just over the Pennsylvania 
border, oftentimes I would take a few 
moments and get off the road and kind 
of go into the local communities there 
as we filled up the car or we got a cup 
of coffee. Most of the time I drive with 
a staff member who lives in the dis-
trict, and I’d say: Let’s go off road a 
couple of miles and see what’s going 
on. I could tell you, every time I have 
pulled into a gas station there, I have 
been reminded of the benefits of what 
this can be to a community in that the 
parking lots are full. I had to wait in 
line to fill up the car because there’s a 
lot of trucks. There’s a lot of workers. 
There are a lot of folks coming and 
going out of those convenient marts. 

b 2150 

And some of the most compelling sto-
ries I had, I can remember two vividly, 
coming down the road, pulling off at 
one of these gas stations and one of 
these convenience marts and talking to 
the lady behind the counter. And we 
did it twice. I can remember vividly 
saying, what does this mean to you? 
What’s going on here? What’s causing 
all this? Kind of playing dumb, obvi-
ously, I had an idea of what was caus-
ing it. But in both circumstances, the 
response was amazing. Yeah, it’s not 
the same community. What they would 
say is that it wasn’t the same commu-
nity as when I grew up here, but, boy, 
everyone seems to be doing well. Ev-
erybody seems to be happy. And one 
lady, she expressed the conversation 
because she was working a side job and 
her husband was a contractor. And she 
said, my husband used to get up at 2, 3 
o’clock in the morning until this came 
along, and they were receiving a small 
check, not a retirement size check as a 
result of this, but a nice, stable source 
of additional income coming into their 
household. And she looked at me and 
she said, it just kind of takes the edge 

off. It just kind of took the edge off at 
the end of the month having to pick 
and choose what bill they may be able 
to pay that month and which one they 
may have to put off for another 30 
days. 

We’ve all been there. I know growing 
up in that type of family and when we 
first started in our private sector life, 
my wife and I putting our family busi-
ness together and struggling. There’s a 
lot of stress at the end of the month. 
Probably that’s why I lost my hair and 
maybe why you lost your hair. But it 
was amazing to look that one lady in 
the eye who said, I just appreciate the 
fact that he doesn’t have to get up at 2, 
3 o’clock in the morning anymore, and 
we’ve got a little side income that’s 
going to take care of their kids. 

That conversation you’re not having 
in America right now in many places, 
but we’re having it in your district. 
And not so much in our district in the 
sense because we don’t have the nat-
ural gas going right now, but we’ve 
seen the positive impacts like that. 
And I don’t know if my colleague has 
any similar stories to those two young 
ladies that I refer to. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I 
do. Let me talk about, just out of fair-
ness and equity, two young men, and 
this was actually published in the local 
paper. And they were doing a coverage 
of the Marcellus shale. And I was very 
impressed with this article because it 
was two young men who had just grad-
uated from a local high school, actu-
ally in Clinton County, not too far off 
over the line from where I live. And 
they had decided they were going to go 
for a little technical training. They 
were going to go to a community col-
lege setting, get a certificate program, 
basically for driving a truck. And they 
did that, and then they secured jobs 
with someone who I assume was haul-
ing sand or hauling water for the 
Marcellus operations around the area. 
These young men I have no doubts are 
today, and fairly fresh out of high 
school, are earning somewhere in the 
neighborhood of over $60,000 a year, and 
probably with overtime a little more. 
That’s a pretty incredible start for a 
young person. 

Because I have to believe that my 
district, the 22 percent of the landmass 
of Pennsylvania that I serve is prob-
ably a lot like your district that our 
number one export for many years has 
been our young people. We educate 
them, and I like to think we do a good 
job of that, and they go to where 
there’s opportunity. And there has not 
been opportunity in our economies, and 
our areas have been somewhat de-
pressed economically for some time. 
And today, opportunity has returned. 
That is what this has been. 

And there are jobs sitting open now 
of all types. And that’s the exciting 
part. When I hear about people that are 
unemployed—and we have had folks 
protesting about not having jobs. Well, 
come to the Fifth District of Pennsyl-
vania. You don’t have to work in the 
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natural gas industry, because the nat-
ural gas industry they’ve kind of 
taken, they’ve been able to recruit 
some really good folks out of other po-
sitions. Some of those have been retail 
positions, service positions and manu-
facturing positions, but now those jobs 
are sitting open. And that’s the effect 
that this kind of an economic oppor-
tunity has. 

Mr. REED. And I so appreciate my 
colleague, and it is the sentiment, and 
I know our time is winding up. But one 
thing that also touched me. I’ve done a 
few tours in the northern tier of Penn-
sylvania in your district, and I’ve gone 
back on my own to go and verify infor-
mation that has been presented to me. 
And I came back at the last, over the 
recess, over the holiday, I came back, 
and one thing struck me as I was driv-
ing home, and that’s when talking 
about having the ability to educate 
their grandchildren and the children 
from these family farms, and I know 
you’ve had those conversations, I’ve 
had those conversations, we down here 
in Washington have spent billions if 
not trillions of dollars of public tax-
payer money to try to lift people up 
out of despair; through the welfare so-
ciety, entitlement society we have in-
vested billions, trillions of dollars here. 
And look what happened based on pri-
vate economic opportunity and devel-
opment in the northern tier of Penn-
sylvania. You have generations of fam-
ilies that are now lifting themselves 
out of poverty and out of conditions 
that we are spending billions down 
here, they’re doing it on their own, and 
I think it makes them a stronger indi-
vidual in our society and it unites fam-
ilies for generations, and it empowers 
families for generations to control 
their own destiny. That’s what the 
American Dream is all about. 

So I appreciate my colleague joining 
me this evening and having this con-
versation. And I so appreciate the in-
vite coming to your district and your 
coming to my district and our con-
tinuing the efforts to educate the 
American people on the benefits of nat-
ural gas development in America, the 
benefits of Marcellus shale and through 
the Marcellus Shale Caucus getting the 
best science and information out to the 
American people. 

With that, I thank my colleague, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 

CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

Mr. LATOURETTE (at the request of 
Mr. CANTOR) for today on account of 
illness. 

Mr. CLYBURN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of illness. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of 
weather delay. 

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and the balance of 

the week on account of official busi-
ness in the district. 

Mr. FARR (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of health reasons. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 56 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, January 24, 2012, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4630. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Cyhalofop-butyl; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0283; FRL- 
9330-1] received December 28, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

4631. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Difenoconazole; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0959; FRL- 
9328-6] received December 28, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

4632. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Tepraloxydim; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0865; FRL- 
9330-2] received December 28, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

4633. A letter from the General Counsel, 
National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Golden Parachute and Indemnification 
Payments; Technical Correction (RIN: 3133- 
AD73) received December 29, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

4634. A letter from the General Counsel, 
National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Community Development Revolving Loan 
Fund Access for Credit Unions (RIN: 3133- 
AD91) received December 29, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

4635. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
General Counsel for Regulatory Services, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy [DOCKET ID: ED-2011- 
OM-0002] (RIN: 1880-AA86) received December 
30, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

4636. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control, 
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Schedule of Con-
trolled Substances: Placement of 
Carisoprodol Into Schedule IV [Docket No.: 
DEA-333] received December 28, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

4637. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-

cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Cali-
fornia; Determinations of Failure to Attain 
the One-Hour Ozone Standard [EPA-R09- 
OAR-2011-0638; FRL-9612-8] received Decem-
ber 28, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4638. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State 
of New Jersey; Regional Haze State Imple-
mentation Plan [EPA-R02-OAR-2011-0607; 
FRL-9611-2] received December 28, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

4639. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Regulation of Fuels and 
Fuel Additives: 2012 Renewable Fuel Stand-
ards [EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0133; FRL-9614-4] 
(RIN: 2060-AQ76) received December 28, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

4640. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 19-269, ‘‘Health Ben-
efit Exchange Authority Establishment Act 
of 2011’’; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

4641. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 19-270, ‘‘Presi-
dential Primary Ballot Access Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2012’’; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

4642. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 19-271, ‘‘Unemploy-
ment Compensation Federally Funded Ex-
tended Benefits Maximization Temporary 
Amendment Act 2012’’; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4643. A letter from the Chief, Division of 
Consultation, Recovery, HCP and State 
Grants, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Reinstatement of Listing Protec-
tions for the Preble’s Meadow Jumping 
Mouse [Docket ID: FWS-R6-ES-2011-0062] 
(RIN: 1018-AX93) received December 29, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

4644. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Permits and Regulations, Division of Migra-
tory Bird Management, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Migratory Bird Permits; States 
Delegated Falconry Permitting Authority; 
Technical Corrections to the Regulations 
[FWS-R9-MB-2011-0088; 91200-1231-9BPP] (RIN: 
1018-AX98) received December 29, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

4645. A letter from the Biologist, Branch of 
Recovery and Delisting, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants; Removal of the Concho 
Water Snake From the Federal List of En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and Re-
moval of Designated Critical Habitat [FWS- 
R2-ES-2008-0080; 92220-1113-0000-C6] (RIN: 1018- 
AU97) received December 29, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4646. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Carib-
bean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Amendment 26 and Amendment 29 Supple-
ment [Docket No.: 110606316-1652-02] (RIN: 
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