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these new laws are implemented in accord-
ance with the Voting Rights Act.
Sincerely,

Marcia L. Fudge; Nancy Pelosi; Steny H.
Hoyer; James E. Clyburn; John B. Lar-
son; George Miller; Tim Ryan; Janice
D. Schakowsky; Keith Ellison; Grace
F. Napolitano; Emanuel Cleaver; André
Carson; Raul M. Grijalva; Maxine
Waters; Laura Richardson; Lucille
Roybal-Allard; Silvestre Reyes; Sheila
Jackson Lee; Yvette D. Clarke; Bob
Filner.

Barbara Lee; Donna M. Christensen; José
E. Serrano; Judy Chu; Alcee L. Has-
tings; Charles B. Rangel; Karen Bass;
Frederica S. Wilson; Melvin L. Watt;
Eleanor Holmes Norton; Bennie G.
Thompson; G. K. Butterfield; William
Lacy Clay; Danny K. Davis; John
Lewis; Gwen Moore; Tammy Baldwin;
Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.; Robert C.
““Bobby’’ Scott; Donald M. Payne.

Michael M. Honda; Betty McCollum;
Henry C. ‘“Hank” Johnson, Jr.; Robert
A. Brady; Dennis J. Kucinich; Edolphus
Towns; Anna G. Eshoo; Steve Cohen;
Corrine Brown; Luis V. Gutierrez; Eli-
jah E. Cummings; Rubén Hinojosa; Joe
Baca; Chellie Pingree; Betty Sutton;
Terri A. Sewell; Charles A. Gonzalez;
Fortney Pete Stark; Peter Welch; Brad
Miller.

Ben Ray Lujan; Loretta Sanchez; Caro-
lyn B. Maloney; Donna F. Edwards;
Dale E. Kildee; Henry A. Waxman;
Doris O. Matsui; James P. McGovern;
Eni F.H. Faleomavaega; Eliot L. Engel;
Earl Blumenauer; Hansen Clarke; Gary
L. Ackerman; John Garamendi; Russ
Carnahan; Jerry McNerney; Rush D.
Holt; Bill Pascrell, Jr.; Robert E. An-
drews; Peter A. DeFazio.

Zoe Lofgren; Paul Tonko; Howard L. Ber-
man; Lynn C. Woolsey; Michael H.
Michaud; Lois Capps; Xavier Becerra;
Rosa L. DeLauro; Steve Israel; Louise
McIntosh Slaughter; Chris Van Hollen;
Al Green; Cedric L. Richmond; Albio
Sires; Sam Farr; Jim McDermott; Jim
Cooper; Gregory W. Meeks; Nydia
Velazquez; Marcy Kaptur.

Eddie Bernice-Johnson; Theodore E.
Deutch; Lloyd Doggett; Linda T.
Sanchez; John P. Sarbanes; John W.
Olver; Jerrold Nadler; John C. Carney;
John D. Dingell; John F. Tierney;
James A. Himes; Chaka Fattah; David
E. Price; Ed Pastor; Chris Murphy.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I thank you for
your support, and I know that I have
the support of the Congressional Black
Caucus. It just raises the issue that we
have been coming to the floor for the
entire year to speak on before this
evening, and that’s jobs and job cre-
ation.

Mine, like other communities across
the country, will definitely need to
enact legislation, like the American
Jobs Act and some of the countless
pieces of legislation that the Congres-
sional Black Caucus has introduced in
this Congress to create jobs for the
people, for people in this country.

I just wanted to add that in addition
to the impact on the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and St. Croix in particular, this
closing will have a major impact, espe-
cially on the east coast, as Hovensa has
been a major supplier of gasoline to the
east coast. So, again, I ask for your
prayers and your support.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak in strong
opposition to voter suppression efforts in
Texas and in several other states throughout
the country.

In the United States, we use voting as a
means for the people to select their elected
representatives at all levels of government.
This is a basic tenet of American democracy
that some have sought to manipulate and cur-
tail.

Through a series of regressive voting laws,
a number of state legislatures have already
taken extraordinary measures to exclude the
elderly, our youth, minorities, and the poor
from access to the polls and casting their bal-
lots.

Whether in the form of voter ID mandates,
obstructions to voter registration, or even out-
right intimidation, these measures to keep eli-
gible voters from exercising their right to vote
are contrary to our founding principles as a
Nation.

In Texas, strict voter ID laws were passed
in the State Legislature last year. This law re-
quires each voter to present a valid govern-
ment-issued D, regardless of whether they
possess a voter registration card and are list-
ed among the voting rolls. These efforts are
specifically tailored to exclude specific voting
groups.

The only mechanism keeping these discrimi-
natory policies from becoming effective in
Texas is preclearance, required under the Vot-
ing Rights Act in states that have a history of
racial discrimination.

We need only to look to history to know that
these kinds of devious tactics have been used
before. In essence, these laws mimic the lit-
eracy tests and poll taxes that defined the
days of Jim Crow. Except today, these laws
target not only minorities but also seniors, stu-
dents, the disabled, and the poor.

Yet here we find ourselves again battling
the same problem with a different disguise. |
refuse to accept that these laws seek to ad-
dress existing weaknesses in our electoral
system. In fact, these laws do nothing to ad-
dress the kinds of fraud that were exposed
during previous elections, such as the purging
of entire voter rolls or intentionally long wait
times during early voting.

Mr. Speaker, it is absolutely critical that we
work toward strengthening the integrity of our
elections and avoid tactics meant to sway their
outcome in favor of a select few. It is undemo-
cratic and | will continue to oppose any efforts
to suppress our electorate.

———
RIGHT TO LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARDNER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, the right-to-life movement is
the greatest human rights movement
on Earth, a remarkable decades-long
struggle embraced by millions of self-
less women and men of all ages, races,
colors and creed and made up in recent
years, I'm happy to say, disproportion-
ately of young people.

We defend and seek to protect all the
weak and vulnerable persons from the
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violence of abortion, infanticide and
euthanasia. We believe in the politics
and policies of inclusion, regardless of
race, age, sex, disability or condition of
dependence.

Yesterday, January 22, marked the
39th year since the infamous holdings
of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, the
pair of Supreme Court decisions that
nullified fundamental pro-life protec-
tions throughout the United States.
The catastrophic loss of children’s lives
since Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton
has been absolutely numbing. Over 54
million children have been Killed by
dismemberment, chemical poisoning,
lethal pills, suction and starvation.

Let’s not forget that RU-486 is a
chemical compound. It’s two chemi-
cals, and one of the effects of one of
those chemicals is to literally starve
the baby in the womb to death. The
second chemical brings on delivery of a
dead baby. Women have been harmed
by abortion as well. Over 100 studies
showed significant psychological harm,
major depression and elevated suicide
risk in women who abort.

The Times of London wrote, senior
psychiatrists say that new evidence
has uncovered a clear link between
abortion and mental illness in women
with no previous history of psycho-
logical problems. They found that
women who had abortions had twice
the level of psychological problems and
three times the level of depression as
women who give birth or who have
never been pregnant.

Younger women are also harmed by
abortion psychologically. A com-
prehensive New Zealand study found
that almost 80 percent of 15- to 18-year-
olds who had abortions displayed symp-
toms of major depression as compared
to 31 percent of their peers.

Abortion also has a deleterious effect
on subsequent children born to women
who have aborted. At least 113 studies
showed significant association between
abortion and subsequent premature
births. One study by Shah and Zoe
showed a 36 percent increased risk for
preterm birth after one abortion and a
staggering 93 percent increased risk
after two.

What does this mean for subsequent
children born to women who have had
abortions? Preterm birth is the leading
cause of infant mortality in the indus-
trialized world after congenital abnor-
malities or anomalies. Preterm infants
have a greater risk of suffering from
common lung disease, sensory deficit,
cerebral palsy and cognitive impair-
ment and behavioral problems.

Low birth weight, which is also one
of the consequences, is associated with
neo-natal mortality and motility.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, at the March
for Life today, there were large, large
numbers of people, tens of thousands of
people. As cochair of the Pro-Life Cau-
cus, I was proud to stay with so many
of our lawmakers here, many of whom
are on the floor tonight, and also with
our leadership, Speaker JOHN BOEHNER,
Majority Leader CANTOR, KEVIN
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MCCARTHY and JEB HENSARLING, among
the most profoundly important speech-
es made about the sanctity and the dig-
nity of human life.

And they have produced the No Tax-
payer Funding for Abortion Act, H.R. 3,
which not only would be a government-
wide prohibition on government fund-
ing for abortion, it also had a robust,
very significant conscience clause as
part of that legislation.

The Protect Life Act and, of course,
the defunding of Planned Parenthood, a
group that aborts in its clinics some
330,000 abortions, 330,000 dead babies in
its clinics each and every year. It was
a great march and we had women from
Silent No More campaign, post-abor-
tive women who eloquently speak to
all women not to have abortions be-
cause they are the ones who have been
victimized by it, but also as a pathway
to healing and reconciliation for those
who have. This movement is all about
forgiveness and all about reconcili-
ation and reaching out to those who
are on the other side, especially post-
abortive women.

I would like to now yield to the dis-
tinguished gentlelady from Tennessee,
MARSHA BLACKBURN.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, he said something that
is so important. This is a special day,
it’s a somber day and solemn in many
ways, but yet it is a day when you
think about hope and encouragement
and reconciliation. We all have had
constituents who have come in today
to express their opinion and to mark
this 39 years to be here to protest, 39
long, painful years of government-sanc-
tioned abortion on demand.

My constituents and many Ten-
nesseans that came here today and
that gathered in churches and at the
State Capitol in Nashville have done it
for two reasons. One is to protest abor-
tion. The other is to show respect for
life. They have spoken with one voice.

Life is a beautiful gift from God and
no government should be able to take
that life away. We know in our hearts
what is true. Life is a natural right,
and the Declaration of Independence
calls for us to protect the smallest and
the weakest among us. After all, there
is no independence without our most
basic, fundamental right, the right to
life.

There are a couple of things that
have concerned many of us lately. One
is abortion being smuggled into our
health care system through
ObamaCare. It is something that I
think is morally indefensible, it is fis-
cally irresponsible, it is an issue that
we’re going to hear more about each
and every day as we go through the
year.

O 2030

As a woman, I believe that America
and our citizens deserve better than
abortion. And I believe, and this is the
second thing that has really caught a
lot of attention lately and is an area
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where we are going to place some addi-
tional attention this year, and that is
on Planned Parenthood. America de-
serves better than Planned Parent-
hood. And it’s important that everyone
realize, Mr. Speaker, that Planned Par-
enthood continues to profit from the
destruction of human life with tax-
payer money. This year, we are going
to delve into that issue a little bit
more and find out more about what has
happened with these funds and the or-
ganization of Planned Parenthood.

Today, as our constituents have
come into the city, we have been en-
couraged, and we have encouraged oth-
ers. It’s nice to be able to encourage
one another. We all have prayed for the
millions of women and children who
are hurt by abortion, and we have also
prayed that God will provide the cour-
age and the steadfastness that is need-
ed for us to put an end to this national
tragedy.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to
thank my friend, Mrs. BLACKBURN, for
her very eloquent comments, and
thank her for her leadership.

I would now like to yield to the gen-
tlelady from Ohio (Mrs. SCHMIDT), who
has led both in Ohio when she was
there in the legislature as well as here
in Washington.

Mrs. SCHMIDT. I thank my good
friend from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).
Your courage on this issue will not go
unnoticed.

I really, Mr. Speaker, wanted to talk
to you tonight about a little girl, a lit-
tle girl with a 2-inch foot and the last-
ing impression that that little 2-inch
foot has made.

I come from southern Ohio, and my
parish is St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, led
by Father Michael Cordier. Father
Cordier has a brother, Andy, and his
sister-in-law, Ann. And just recently
they buried their 5-month-old daugh-
ter.

Sophia Grace Cordier was born with a
chromosomal condition, one that was
diagnosed long before she was born.
The doctors made the suggestion that
perhaps they should abort the child be-
cause the risks were so great that she
wouldn’t even be born alive. Given the
statistics, even if she was born alive, it
was likely she would not make her first
birthday, so why bother. But Ann and
Andy understand the meaning of life at
all levels. They know that life is pre-
cious, and they knew that her life was
worthy of respect.

The amazing thing is not just the
hundreds of people who came to the fu-
neral, but what happened on December
23. See, the Cincinnati Enquirer had a
front-page story on the miracle baby.
They showed the risks, but they also
talked about life and pro-life positions,
our Cincinnati Enquirer.

At the funeral, there were many pic-
tures of Sophia Grace. But the one that
left the imprint on my mind were her
little 2-inch footprints. And her mother
had, and I wished I could remember the
exact words, but typed up something
that said to the point that no matter
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how small the footprint, every foot-
print can make a lasting impression.
Had Sophia not been born, the
Enquirer wouldn’t have run the story
and it wouldn’t have provoked the dis-
cussion for life, and who knows what
other child wouldn’t have been saved.

Ann told me at the funeral that the
value of life each person has, no matter
their shortcomings or faults, should be
loved and cherished and protected. Ann
has it right. I believe many people in
this Congress have it right. And I know
that Americans at heart have it right.

So today, while hundreds of thou-
sands marched on the lawn of the Cap-
itol in the rain to protest a really bad
decision that was made 39 years ago, I
saw Sophia’s little footprints in my
mind. As I saw those footprints on the
lawn, I thought those big footprints are
making as lasting an impression as lit-
tle Sophia because no matter how
great or how small, we all have life’s
value because we are children of God.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my good friend for her excellent state-
ment.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG).

Mr. WALBERG. I thank the gen-
tleman for his courage in standing on
this issue of life. It’s an important
issue. And tonight, we will have the
privilege of hearing from lawyers and
doctors and business people who all
hold the same position, the position
held with the framers and founders of
this great country when they began in
writing the greatest document man has
ever written, I believe, the Declaration
of Independence, that said many
things, but this tonight comes in very
important to us when they said:

We hold these truths to be self-evident
that all men are created equal and endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable
rights, among them, the right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

They understood in their wise minds
as they deliberated together and as
they contemplated doing something
that had not been done in this world
before, they sought their Creator for
wisdom, and they understood truths
that were unique and special and
truths that were blessed ultimately by
their Creator.

And so tonight, I don’t want to speak
to you from a medical perspective or
from a legal perspective, but I want to
speak from a perspective that really we
give credence to when we look above
the Speaker’s rostrum and we see our
motto for this great Nation: In God we
trust. What does he think about what
went on today? What does he think of
what went on 39 years ago?

Well, the Psalmist said in the word of
God that was left for us to understand
and our framers and founders read,
meditated upon, deliberated over, and
came up with something great for this
life and this country, they read words
such as this. The Psalmist in Psalm 127
said:

Behold, children are a gift of the LORD,
the fruit of the womb is a reward.
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The prophet Jeremiah heard from
God himself who said to Jeremiah:

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew
you, before you were born I set you apart.

Unique. Not a product of conception,
a product of God’s planning and gift.

And then in that beautiful Psalm,
Psalm 139:

For You formed my inward parts; you wove
me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks
to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; Wonderful are Your works, And my
soul knows it very well. My frame was not
hidden from You, When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the
earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed
substance; And in Your book were all writ-
ten The days that were ordained for me,
when as yet there was not one of them.

In God we trust. He designed us. He
designed a purpose for all life, Mr.
Speaker. We as humans run amuck of
His plan, His wisdom, if we decide what
is good, what is right, what is accept-
able as opposed to saying: God, thank
You for the gift.

I'm a father of three gifts; I'm a
grandfather of four, one in heaven that
I look forward to seeing again some
day after he fought and lived for 8 days
on this Earth. I'm a grandfather of two
others who are on the ground who I
enjoy to the fullest, and a grandfather
of one who is in the womb at this very
time growing into what God intends
him to be. And in a little over a month,
I look forward to meeting and greeting
that new creation, gift of God, formed
uniquely in the womb.

We can think of medical practices
and terms, and those are good. We can
have arguments from law and Constitu-
tion, and those are good and decent.
But I take the words of God, the Cre-
ator himself, and find great sustenance
in my belief that life is the greatest
gift that God has given. And the Savior
that He gave who was born of a woman
in a womb, not aborted, said:

I am come that you might have life, and
life abundantly.

We would do well in this great coun-
try to say ‘““‘Amen”’ to that issue and to
support life in all its forms.

O 2040

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
WALBERG, thank you very much for
that very eloquent and God-centered
testimony on behalf of life. I would
point out that throughout the Capitol
and throughout the country there were
religious services on behalf of the un-
born seeking reconciliation and wis-
dom from above and healing. One of
those was the National Memorial for
the Preborn and Their Mothers and Fa-
thers right here in the Capitol. Clergy
from various denominations gathered
together to pray and to hear readings
from the Gospels, Old and New Testa-
ments, and to hear the preaching of Fa-
ther Frank Pavone, director of Priests
for Life and president of the National
Pro-Life Religious Council, and so
many others of all denominations and
faiths pleading before the Lord for rec-
onciliation and, frankly, for forgive-
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ness for this terrible tragedy of abor-
tion on demand.

I would like to now yield to the gen-
tlelady from New York, ANN MARIE
BUERKLE. Mr. WALBERG talked about
the lawyers. Well, she is a lawyer and
a nurse and brings a unique perspective
to this fight, the struggle for the
human rights of the unborn and for
their mothers.

Ms. BUERKLE. And I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for his leader-
ship in this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I stand before you this
evening as we commemorate the 39th
anniversary of the infamous Supreme
Court decision Roe v. Wade. And as we
stand here and we reflect as a Nation
the loss of millions and millions of un-
born lives and the destruction and the
damage that is done to the woman—
there are two victims in an abortion,
both the mother and the unborn—I
think there is reason for us to be hope-
ful. This day we witnessed hundreds of
thousands of Americans marching on
the Capitol in support of life; and of
those hundreds of thousands, so many
of them were young people, high school
students and college students standing
up for life, doing the right thing. So I
am hopeful we are changing the hearts
and minds of the American people. The
youth of today are willing to stand up
for what’s right, and they understand
the words of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, that we are endowed by our
Creator with unalienable Rights,
among them, life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness, and the most basic
right is the right to life.

So we celebrate those youth who
have the courage to stand up on behalf
of life, and we pray for the change of
the hearts and minds of the American
people to understand that every life,
regardless of how that life was con-
ceived, is valuable; it has intrinsic
value, and we must protect that life.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you, Ms. BUERKLE.

I would like to now yield to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee, Dr. ROE. We
have, in this Congress, a number of
medical doctors, most of whom are pro-
foundly pro-life. And in the case of Dr.
ROE, I believe he has delivered at least
5,000 babies.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the
gentleman for yielding. And I want to
first start out by thanking my friend
and colleague, Congressman SMITH, for
being one of the most steadfast leaders
in this Nation, not tonight, not for this
1 hour of Special Order tonight, but for
decades, CHRIS, for standing up for life
and what’s right, and I am proud to as-
sociate with you.

Today, as we went out on The Mall
here, for those of you all who didn’t see
it on television, it was a cold, rainy
day—and it was very cold last year and
clear—but it didn’t dampen the spirits
of literally thousands and thousands of
people who came from all over the Na-
tion, and as Congresswoman BUERKLE
just said, the scores of young people
who are here to celebrate life.
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Life, as has been mentioned, is a pre-
cious gift from God. And not only is
abortion wrong both morally and ethi-
cally, it’s a really bad idea. And I know
from my practice of medicine, I'm an
OB/GYN doctor, as Congressman SMITH
mentioned, and in the group that I be-
long to and in the years that I was
there, we delivered over 25,000 babies,
myself almost 5,000 babies.

What I got to see during that time,
it’s been an amazing transition. When
Roe v. Wade was passed, we didn’t have
access to ultrasound; and as ultrasound
came along from just a little gray blur
that you were able to see to now in 3-
D and 4-D ultrasound that you’re able
to visualize the fingers, the hands and
the movement, to see this little person
very early on. We can identify a heart-
beat at 28 days post-conception. And I
will defy anyone to tell me that that is
not a living, breathing, in utero human
being. It’s a person that’s there that
just hasn’t been there quite long
enough yet.

And I remember in my practice when
I first began in 1977, at 32 weeks, half of
the children died of prematurity at
that point. Now, those children live the
same as a term birth. And we’re seeing
that number pushed further and fur-
ther and further back with children
younger and younger.

We tend to think of this in our own
time. Think about 50 or 100 years from
now. Who knows what the technology
will provide? Because it is a precious
gift from God that we’re protecting.

I sadly stand here and tell you that
19,5600 women in Tennessee in 2008 had
an abortion. That’s just in one State.
The rate is going down, and across the
Nation it’s going down, but it’s far, far
too many. And we’ve just heard a num-
ber, 54 million, that boggles my mind
about how many people that is. And I
can tell you, having had the oppor-
tunity to live in the community I have
for 35 years and to watch young babies
that I have delivered grow up to be
teachers, coaches, doctors, and friends
of mine—many of them are close, per-
sonal friends that I have delivered. I've
watched them now take their children
to soccer matches and to school plays
and learn to play musical instruments
and to add to this Nation and to add to
the culture of this Nation. I can’t
imagine what this world would be like
without them here.

And one of the great privileges that
I've had in my life was a person that I
know very well at home came to me
and he said, Dr. ROE, do you remember
that boy you delivered of mine 20 years
ago? I said, Yeah, I do. He said, You
also had the privilege of nominating
him to the military academy to Annap-
olis. And I stand here with great pride,
and I'm probably one of the few people
that’s been able to do that. And what if
his mother had made a different deci-
sion? This young leader in this coun-
try, these are the future leaders of our
Nation.
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I want to finish by saying I think, to
me, personally, one of the most hei-
nous procedures that could ever be per-
formed on a human being is a third-tri-
mester abortion. There is absolutely no
medical reason—I stand here tonight
and will challenge anybody in this Na-
tion of over 300 million people to de-
bate me on this issue. There is no med-
ical indication other than termination
of the child’s life. There is no reason to
do that for any other.

I have made this challenge before,
and I will make it again here tonight.
I have yet to be taken up on that. I
don’t see any difference in that and
why wait until a baby is born and do
something. It’s called murder then.

I want to thank CHRIS again, Con-
gressman SMITH, for being so steadfast
in his 30-plus years. You are changing
hearts and changing minds. And it is a
true privilege to stand here tonight
with my colleagues and to be for life. I
can’t imagine being otherwise.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Dr. ROE,
thank you so very much for your kind
remarks, and you have been a leader,
as have the Members that have been
speaking. There’s no single leader, ex-
cept for maybe Henry Hyde when he
was the leader here in the House. But
this is a group leadership of men and
women who are just passionately in
favor of life.

I mentioned doctors who are strongly
members of this Pro-Life Caucus. Well,
one of those is Dr. FLEMING from Lou-
isiana, and I would like to yield to him.

And T just point out that the Obama
administration has declared war on
conscious protections. He has done it
in a repeated fashion, most recently in
ordering all health insurers, including
faith-based institutions, to pay for all
means of preventing pregnancy, includ-
ing subsidizing abortifacients like Ella
and Plan B. Everyone must comply re-
gardless of moral objection or religious
tenets simply because Obama says so.

The United States Catholic Con-
ference of Bishops recently had a grant
to assist human trafficking victims
under a law I wrote called the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act. They
did a great job. The reviewers said so
and gave it very high marks. But that
wasn’t enough for the Obama adminis-
tration. This past fall, the USCCB was
blatantly discriminated against and
thrown out of the program simply be-
cause they would not refer for abor-
tions.

And Mr. LANKFORD, who will speak
shortly as well, did a wonderful job in
a hearing in bringing out, as did Chair-
man ISsA, how discriminatory this
really is.

Leading the effort on conscience pro-
tection, prime sponsor of the Abortion
Nondiscrimination Act, is Dr. FLEMING.

Mr. FLEMING. I thank the gen-
tleman, Mr. SMITH, not just for the in-
troduction, but for the fine work
you’ve done for so many years, sir, as
well as JOE PITTS, our good friend and
colleague.

Mr. Speaker, I speak to you this
evening as a physician of over 30 years,
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a father, and a grandfather. And I have
delivered, myself, many hundred babies
and have found that that is one of the
most important and intimate times in
a person’s life is taking part of and in
some way delivering a baby.
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Nonetheless, we have today a prob-
lem since Roe v. Wade that we are in
great grievance about.

You heard Mr. WALBERG so0 elo-
quently talk about the passages from
the Bible that describe about knitting
me in the womb and knowing me even
before being born. But do you realize
that the DNA of every conceived life is
unique in history? There will never be
another like it. In my opinion, that is
God’s opinion, that that is a separate
and distinct human being and a person
upon itself.

Let me share some facts with you. Do
you realize that the heart begins beat-
ing at 23 days after conception, that
the fetus begins to feel pain as early as
20 weeks and maybe even earlier? We
are still waiting for some studies on
that. Certainly any abortion that is
committed in the middle or third tri-
mester is obviously extreme agony for
any type of fetus.

Some other important facts. While
there were approximately 744,000 abor-
tions in 1973, the time of Roe v. Wade,
that actually peaked in 1990 at 1.6 mil-
lion. It has come down. It has come
down today to 1.2 million. Not nearly
low enough. Do you realize also that
over $487 million of taxpayer money is
used each year to go to Planned Par-
enthood, which is the number one pro-
vider of abortions in this country, com-
mitting over 320,000 innocent lives to
death each year?

There are things we are doing that
are effective. You heard me say that we
are down from a peak of 1.6 million
down to 1.2 million. What are some of
the things that we can do and have
done? My home State, Louisiana,
which was chosen by AUL to be number
one in abortion law, has done the fol-
lowing: A mother-to-be must wait at
least 24 hours after notification to ac-
tually have an abortion; she must be
provided with information so she can
read about this and have a cooling-off
period before making that final deci-
sion; she must receive information
about fetal pain, what I mentioned just
a moment ago; and that she must be al-
lowed, if she chooses, to view a
sonogram to see what that fetus actu-
ally looks like, her potential baby. And
Louisiana has declared that the unborn
child is a human being and is therefore
a person.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot that we
have done. There is a lot more we can
do. Although I want to see Roe v. Wade
overturned, there are still many good
laws that we can produce that I think—
certainly defunding of organizations
that provide these abortions that can
sharply lower these numbers. There is
much more we can do.

We shouldn’t just hold out for over-
turning Roe v. Wade. We should act
today.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I would
like to now yield to the gentlewoman
from Alabama, Congresswoman MAR-
THA ROBY.

One of the blessings of this Congress
is that we have so many articulate and
brave women who speak out in defense
of life. T have been here for 32 years and
I think we have now more pro-life
women than ever.

Mrs. ROBY. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise today to rec-
ognize the 39th anniversary of the mon-
umental court decision of Roe v. Wade.

Since the legalizing of abortion in
1973, approximately 50 million abor-
tions have been performed in the
United States of America alone. Just
today, 4,000 babies have been aborted.
Over the course of 2012, as you heard
the doctor just say, 1.2 million children
in the United States will not be grant-
ed life.

I am unapologetically pro-life and it
is a tremendous honor to be a part of
this pro-life caucus. I believe that the
miracle of human life begins at the mo-
ment of conception. I also believe that
every human life has the inherent right
to life and that this must be protected
by law. As a woman, a wife and a moth-
er of two precious young children of
my own, I will continue to fight for the
unborn as a Representative of Ala-
bama’s Second Congressional District.

I applaud my own home State of Ala-
bama in its admirable fight to protect
human life. Alabama recently became
the fifth State to pass a measure ban-
ning physicians from performing abor-
tions after 20 weeks, which according
to the research you just heard is the
point where an unborn child can expe-
rience pain. I applaud the Alabama leg-
islature for taking such a strong stance
on abortion and protecting the unborn.

I believe that I have an obligation to
do everything in my power to fight for
the unborn, prevent taxpayer money
from funding abortions and to protect
our system from the encroachment of
the all-powerful judiciary.

Today is the time to celebrate the
gift of life and to mourn those lives
that were unjustly ended before birth.
Let us use the 39th anniversary of Roe
v. Wade as an occasion to reaffirm our
belief and to vow to fight for the life of
every child.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
the gentlewoman.

I would like to now yield to my good
friend and colleague from Indiana,
MARLIN STUTZMAN, who before coming
to the House, fought for life in the leg-
islature. And he did a wonderful job.

Mr. STUTZMAN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. I want to thank
him for his service and his fight on this
particular issue. And it is a privilege to
stand here today with so many other
colleagues on this important matter.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here before you
today as a father of two young boys
that I'm very proud of, Payton and
Preston.

In this day of technology, it is amaz-
ing what we can now see in the womb.
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Today I brought with me a picture of
my niece that my brother sent to me
and it is on my BlackBerry. If you
could see the picture, it is a picture of
a little girl with a pudgy nose, pudgy
cheeks and a lot of hair. The doctor
tells my brother and my sister-in-law
that she talks a lot and it doesn’t sur-
prise me for a Stutzman.

It is amazing to see a color picture
like this of a little baby girl 27 months
old in the womb and to see this picture
and to realize the life that is inside the
womb is truly amazing and remark-
able. I believe that is what is going to
be a big part in leading the battle in
overturning Roe v. Wade or reversing
this tragic decision that has led to so
many lost lives here in America.

As I served in the Indiana legislature
for so many years, we fought this issue
year after year. And I applaud the Indi-
ana legislature, especially last year, in
passing legislation and preventing the
subsidization of abortions with State
and Federal tax dollars. At the same
time, I want to bring to the floor the
important matter that we have to con-
tinue to push back on the Federal Gov-
ernment because the Federal Govern-
ment has threatened to withhold other
health care dollars from the State of
Indiana for this decision.

Indiana has actually been most re-
cently named the most improved over
2011 by Americans United for Life and
now ranks as the number 10 State in
the Nation for defense of the unborn.
Planned Parenthood received over
$487.4 million in government funding.
That is an astounding $1.34 million per
day. By their own count, they per-
formed 329,445 abortions in that same
time. That is over 900 abortions a day.

Mr. Speaker, today is the day that
we stop a tragedy that is going to be a
blight on this country. I believe that
the young people across America that
marched today here in Washington,
D.C., are going to be the generation
that puts an end to this tragedy.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you very much and thank you for re-
minding all of us that Planned Parent-
hood really is Child Abuse, Incor-
porated, 329,000, 332,000 the year before
that of innocent children decimated,
killed in their clinics.

I would like to now yield to the gen-
tleman from New Mexico, Mr. STEVAN
PEARCE, who is back to us having
served in the House. He came back
after a different run.

He is a stalwart for life and a great
friend of the unborn.
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Mr. PEARCE. Thanks to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for leading
this issue. The value of a Nation is
measured in its willingness to speak
for the most fragile among us.

In the United States, it is punishable
by b5 years in jail and a $250,000 fine to
destroy an eagle egg, an embryo. If you
destroy a human embryo, it is not only
fully legal, but it is federally sanc-
tioned. The Nation needs to pause and
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ask itself about these convoluted val-
ues.

It does not pass without note that
Roe vs. Wade, 39 years ago, was passed
in 1973. It was the same year that the
Endangered Species Act was passed
protecting the eagle eggs. So at the
point that this Nation was fully sanc-
tioning the destruction of human em-
bryos, it was fully protecting embryos
of other species.

I'm fully confident today that this
tragedy is going to be reversed because
I hear young men and young women
across this Nation who are looking at
the scientific evidence to understand
that it is more than a blob of tissue,
but this is human life that we’re end-
ing.

We see the decline in the value of the
human in our culture because of deci-
sions that this Nation’s policy leaders
have made, and I see young people
across this land beginning to stand up
and let their voices be heard. And when
we speak with one voice, Washington
listens. And in this case of protecting
the human life, it is time for Wash-
ington to listen.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you so much for that very, very elo-
quent statement.

I would like to now yield to VICKY
HARTZLER from Missouri, a new Mem-
ber of Congress who has already made
a serious impact, particularly on the
life issue. So glad to have you here.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Thank you so
much, Congressman. It is an honor to
be here tonight on the anniversary of
the 39th year of the Roe v. Wade court
decision. And today it was so encour-
aging to see the hundreds of thousands
of people from all across this country
come here to march and to commemo-
rate this deadline, this decision, and to
celebrate life and to pray for the day
when all life is valued in this country.

It was cold, about 36 degrees here,
and it was rainy, but people stood for
hours out in the rain, not minding, be-
cause they believe in life. And people
may say, well, why are the people
doing this? And why are you pro-life?

And I’d just like to summarize it, Mr.
Speaker, in that, basically because it’s
a child, not a choice. We see those
bumper stickers around and we don’t
think about them very much. But
those words and that reality certainly
has meaning for me because words
matter.

I was in sixth grade when the Roe vs.
Wade decision came down, and I re-
member hearing a little bit about it,
but not thinking too much about it. I
was just busy being a 12-year old kid.
But I remember one day in the hallway
at school when a girl stopped me and
said something about well, what do you
think about abortion? What do you
think? And I said, well, I don’t know.
And she said, well, do you think a
woman should have a right to do with
her body whatever she wants, and the
government shouldn’t tell her what to
do? And I said, well, yeah. And she said
well, you’re pro-choice. And I said oh,
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well, okay. And I didn’t feel quite right
about it, but I didn’t have much infor-
mation, I didn’t have much facts, I
didn’t know. So I remember in the fu-
ture somebody asked me whether I was
pro-choice, and I said yeah.

But then something happened. I got
some facts, I got some information. It
was in high school, in a child develop-
ment class. And all of a sudden I got to
see, for the first time, pictures of a de-
veloping baby. And let me show one to
you now. This is one of the pictures
that I saw, and this is of a 2-month old
baby.

And I looked at all of these pictures,
and I heard the information, and I real-
ized that abortion is taking this life,
and it’s alive. It is a child. It is not a
choice.

Here’'s some facts that I learned:
That at day 22, that’s just over 3
weeks, when most girls don’t even
know they’re pregnant yet, the heart
begins to beat. By the end of the third
week the child’s backbone, spinal col-
umn, and nervous system are forming.

By week six, brain waves are detect-
able, fingernails are forming. Week
seven, eyelids and toes form. The nose
is distinct and the baby is kicking and
swimming.

By the end of the second month,
which is how old this baby is here,
every organ is in place. Bones begin to
replace cartilage. Fingerprints begin to
form, and the baby begins to hear.

By week 9 and 10, the baby can turn
his head and frown, and the baby can
hiccup. By weeks 10 and 11, the baby
can breathe amniotic fluid and it can
grasp objects in its hand. Perhaps
you’ve seen that famous picture of that
surgery on that unborn baby and how
that hand came out and grasped the
doctor’s finger.

Week 12, end of the third month, the
baby has all the parts necessary to ex-
perience pain. Like my colleague
talked about, its vocal cords are com-
plete, and the baby can suck its thumb.

Some facts that I also learned are,
for instance, in 2008 there were 1.21 mil-
lion abortions done and of those, 92
percent of those abortions were done
during the first 3 months of life. So
what that means is that there are abor-
tions, and it would average out to
about 138 an hour, I figured up, two for
the minute that I'm talking here,
where abortions are taking place on ba-
bies that can hear, that have a beating
heart, that have brain waves going, and
that have vocal cords.

It is about a child. This is not about
a choice. And I commend all the people
who came here today to Washington to
speak out on behalf of life. And with
them, I celebrate, and look forward to
the day when all Americans are grant-
ed the right to life, whether they’re
born or unborn.

So thank you, Mr. Speaker, for hav-
ing us today.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you.

I would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska, JEFF FORTEN-
BERRY, who is the prime sponsor of the
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Respect for Rights of Conscience Act
and has combated abortions both at
home as well as in foreign nations.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. I thank the
gentleman, my good friend from New
Jersey, for the time and for his coura-
geous leadership on this, a central
American issue of justice.

Mr. Speaker, let me say this first.
What a day this has been. I spent the
morning with a group of young Nebras-
kans who had traveled all this way to
participate in the March for Life. And
they came here to express one similar
purpose, one truth: that all life is wor-
thy of protection. All life should be
loved and nurtured.

These young people are saying that
we should be big enough, -caring
enough, loving enough as a Nation to
see to it that all mothers and their un-
born children are provided for. And
these young people are saying that we
should make the great woundedness of
the Roe vs. Wade decision a thing of
the past.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it’s important to
note that in the same year when Roe
vs. Wade was errantly decided by the
Supreme Court, stripping unborn chil-
dren of their dignity and right to life,
that Congress came together and en-
acted a very important law called the
Endangered Species Act. This was a
very significant piece of legislation to
ensure that the majesty and wonder of
nature’s creations were rightly pro-
tected.

I believe the responsible stewardship
of our environment is an essential
cause, but there is a certain irony here.
The life of a child should be of no less
value than any other creature on
earth. And in 2010, with my support, we
passed a bill prohibiting the interstate
commerce of videos that were depict-
ing the torture of vulnerable animals.
Yet, in that same year, we could not
move a bill forward that prohibited
interstate abortions of vulnerable chil-
dren and minors without parental pro-
tection. There is a grave inconsistency
in these walls.

But, Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if you
had a chance to look out on the Na-
tional Mall today. But the hundreds of
thousands of young people out there
braving both the bite of cold and wind,
who understand the principle for which
they marched, were saying this. These
young people know that abortion hurts
women. These young people are saying
women deserve better. And they know
that abortion is so often the result of a
tragic circumstance of abandonment,
an unsupportive family or, worse yet, a
coercive boyfriend or unscrupulous
doctor, and they are saying that we can
do better as a country.
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Mr. Speaker, I recently received a
newsletter in my mailbox at home, and
it described some people who were
standing in front of an abortion clinic
legally, peacefully providing witness to
alternatives to abortion.

A car pulled up in the driveway. The
car hesitated. The man driving was
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very anxious and nervous. And these
people who were witnessing there
walked up and asked if they could be of
assistance. The woman who was with
him who was going in for an abortion
had three children. She was unsure
that she could care for a fourth child.
In fact, she didn’t know where her next
meal was coming from.

They talked a bit. The couple decided
to seek these nice people’s help, who
had provided a little bit of assistance,
comfort, and care for them. And now 9
months later because of that act of
compassion, there is a baby named
David.

We should be big enough and loving
enough as a country to help people get
through no matter how tough the cir-
cumstances.

It is that courageous woman who
made the decision to keep her child
that gives me strength to stand on this
floor to defend our shared convictions
and fight to see the day when the
scales are lifted from our Nation’s eyes
and we declare the unborn worthy of
protection under the 14th Amendment.

Before I conclude and yield back to
my good friend from New Jersey, I'd
also like to say a word of thanks, Mr.
Speaker, to all of the women who are
saying they will be silent no more, pro-
viding the most powerful example of
women who have been wounded by
abortion but now who are speaking out
against the abortion industry in saying
we can do better as a Nation.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you so much for your powerful state-
ment.

I'd like to now yield to G.T. Thomp-
son, a good friend and colleague from
Pennsylvania who has spoken out so
eloquently time and again on behalf of
the sanctity of life.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I
thank my good friend from New Jersey
for yielding and for hosting this Spe-
cial Order about moral truth, that the
right to life is a fundamental right, and
frankly a Nation that kills its next
generation is not a moral Nation.

It’s been 39 years since the infamous
Roe v. Wade decision, and for the 39th
time, the American people have
marched in Washington, D.C., in the
March for Life to show Congress that
they remain opposed to this decision.
This year, the cold and driving rain
couldn’t dampen the resolve of the
hundreds of thousands that turned out
again. Their message was simple: stop
abortion.

The act of murdering an unborn child
has no place in this country. For a ju-
dicial system that is taking great
lengths to try and ensure justice and
fairness in the court of law, where is
the justice here? Mr. Speaker, I'll ask
you again, where is the justice for the
unborn? The answer is simple. There is
none.

But still Roe v. Wade and the subse-
quent left-wing pro-choice groups have
pushed the envelope so that now this
legalized murder of the unborn is prev-
alent across the country, accessible,

H107

and sometimes even partially financed
by your tax dollars.

Let us look no further than last year
in my home State of Pennsylvania, in
a neighborhood outside west Philadel-
phia, an abortion mill that was in oper-
ation for over four decades, 40 years,
was illegally delivering and Killing
newborns in a so-called abortion proce-
dure. For years, the procedures he per-
formed on women who came into the
clinic was responsible for several
deaths and severely injuring scores
more.

For political reasons, even outlined
in the grand jury report, the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Health refused to
inspect the abortion facilities. These
abortion mills ran rampant and un-
checked.

So for those who argue that this le-
galized murder is for the woman’s
health, I ask you where is the justice
for those women? Where is the justice
for the unborn at that facility? There
is no justice in abortion for anyone.

Yet you look to the White House, and
we have a President who states, ‘“As we
remember this historic anniversary, we
must also continue our efforts to en-
sure that our daughters have the same
rights, freedoms, and opportunities as
our sons to fulfill their dreams.”’

Mr. Speaker, surely the President
recognized he’s wrong. Abortion is not
the way to allow our daughters to ful-
fill their dreams. In America, every-
one, regardless of color or gender, has
the same rights and freedoms and op-
portunities to fulfill their dreams. Ev-
eryone except the unborn.

Mr. Speaker, surely the President
knows that we will never know the
dreams of the countless unborn daugh-
ters that are not with us today because
of the pro-abortion policies this admin-
istration enforces.

Mr. Speaker, I stand with my col-
leagues tonight to say that enough is
enough. How many more Roe v. Wade
anniversaries must we endure until jus-
tice is done and this decision is over-
turned?

I thank my good friend from New
Jersey.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my good friend. Again, a very, very
powerful statement.

I'd like to yield to ALAN NUNNELEE
from Mississippi. I thank him for being
here this evening.

Mr. NUNNELEE. I want to thank the
gentleman from New Jersey for your
leadership. Thank you for yielding.

Our Nation’s Founders expressed in
our Declaration of Independence that
all individuals are endowed by their
creator with certain unalienable
rights, and that among these are the
right to life. Yet, since January 22,
1973, over 50 million Americans have
been denied that very basic right to
life. Their unborn voices call from si-
lent graves, asking America to change
our ways.

There’s another group who suffers in
silence: our mothers, our wives, our
daughters, and our sisters. Those who
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have been exploited as victims of a
multibillion dollar industry that prof-
its on their grief.

On this, the 39th anniversary of that
decision, we rededicate our decision to
stand for life. The measure of a society
is how it treats its most vulnerable of
its citizens. For far too many unborn
children, our Nation has abandoned
that protection.

Now, there are those who say that
since the Supreme Court has declared
it, it must be right. This is the same
Supreme Court that looked at Mr. Dred
Scott and said, ‘““Mr. Scott, in the eyes
of the law, you’re not a man, but chat-
tel.” The legal equivalent of a cow. The
Supreme Court was wrong in 1857, and
it was wrong in 1973.

We will answer to a higher law, a law
higher than we debate in this hallowed
Chamber, a law higher than is dis-
cussed across the street in the Supreme
Court. And that law says:

For You formed my inward parts; You
wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give
thanks to You, for I am fearfully and won-
derfully made. My frame was not hidden
from You, when I was made in secret, and
skillfully wrought in the depths of the
Earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed
substance; and in Your book were all written
the days that were ordained for me when as
yvet there was not one of them.

Mr. Speaker, I echo the prophet of
old:

This day I call on heaven and earth as wit-
nesses against you, that I have set before
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now
choose life, so that you and your children
might live.

This night we choose life.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
the gentleman from Mississippi.

I yield to the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. POMPEO).

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, we often
come to the podium to talk about a bill
or piece of legislation. Today I have
the great privilege to stand in support
of protecting every human life.

In Kansas is a place that has marked
a great piece in the history of the pro-
life movement. In the early 1990s, the
Summer of Mercy was held in Kansas.
A huge step forward in people speaking
out about the tragedy that is abortion.

I, personally, a couple years later had
the privilege of working doing some re-
search for a woman named Mary Ann
Glendon, who became the ambassador
of the Vatican, who taught me about
how this movement can work, and how
we can begin to eradicate this plague
that sits on top of America after still
39 years.

For me, too, it’s personal. I have a
nephew and a niece that, but for a
pregnancy crisis center in Wichita,
Kansas, would not be my niece of 6,
Emily, and my nephew of 10, James.
Two brave women who made the right
decision.

Today was an incredible privilege. 1
got to stand at the Mall and look out
at hundreds of thousands of folks, in-
cluding enormous groups of young peo-
ple who came from Kansas on buses of
2b-hour rides from Clearwater and from
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Norwich and from Garden Plain, and
from our high schools and colleges in
Kansas who came today to stand for
life and to say that this movement will
continue, that we are winning, that
after 39 years we can now say that
America understands that this is not
about choice but about protecting
those lives.

To see those young faces and those
young smiles was a glorious thing. I
want to thank them for coming to
Washington, D.C., to be part of this
today, and with them and with our con-
tinued effort we can do the right thing
and protect every human life.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to
the gentleman from Oklahoma, Mr.
JAMES LANKFORD.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently read about a couple who found
out there was a problem in their preg-
nancy, that their child had not devel-
oped all four sections of its heart. So,
at 23 weeks, they did a surgery where
they reached in with a needle into the
womb. They used a balloon technique
to be able to open up the fourth cham-
ber of the heart of that child. At 23
weeks, the family could gather around
and see the video and celebrate this in-
credible scientific act of medical brav-
ery, and then the family celebrated
something wonderful that had hap-
pened. They had protected the life of a
child. They reached into a beating
heart, still in the womb at 23 weeks,
and saved that child.

The frightening part is, across town,
a different mother at 23 weeks of preg-
nancy, which is before viability in
many States, could go to a different
doctor, who could reach into that
womb and pull that child apart limb by
limb. The family wouldn’t stand and
celebrate nor would we look at the
video and say that’s beautiful, like we
did with the other surgery.

Yet, in the cognitive dissidence of
our Nation, we celebrate one mother,
and we protect the other one simulta-
neously. It is unmistakable to look in
that womb and see a life for both of
them. Understand, this is a child in
both instances, and they must stand to
be protected.

It is a difficult thing for the Presi-
dent to say today that we must reduce
the need for abortion. There is only one
need to reduce the need for abortion:
that is if the President understands the
same thing that we do, that it’s a life.
He would not stand and say we need to
reduce the need for some skin tissue or
some mole on your arm. If it were only
tissue, there is no need to try to reduce
the need, but he understands we do
need to reduce the need. As the Presi-
dent stated today, this is not pro-
tecting the dreams of our daughters;
this is protecting the daughters that
will never be and the nightmare guilt
that is on so many women who have
gone through an abortion.

We must stand for life. I look forward
to the day. I look forward to the day
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that generations ahead of us will look
back at this time and say, I am so glad
that the Nation finally chose life.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HULTGREN).

Mr. HULTGREN. Henry Hyde was a
personal friend and mentor of mine. He
first helped restrict abortion funding
just 3 years after Roe v. Wade. Today,
Planned Parenthood receives over 363
million tax dollars a year. We’re giving
1 million tax dollars a day to an orga-
nization in desperate need of oversight.
If he were here today, I think Henry
Hyde would be shocked and appalled at
the abhorring conditions of fraud, over-
billing, and the general lack of trans-
parency found at Planned Parenthood
and at other abortion clinics across the
country.

We must win this fight for life. It’s
the only way that we can literally win
our future.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I now
yield to the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. HUIZENGA).

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. I, too,
want to rise today in recognition of
this 39th year since this decision has
come down from the Supreme Court,
and it is something that has affected
my family, my life. I think we have all
known somebody who has had an abor-
tion, whether she felt forced into it or
whether she made that choice. Every
single one of them, I know, has regret-
ted that.

This issue of life became very per-
sonal for my wife and me as we had to
move forward through troubled preg-
nancies and after losing quite a few
pregnancies, struggling with that
whole notion of ‘“‘what is life?”’ and of
“what does that mean to have that life
growing in you?”’ We firmly came down
on the side of this being a gift from
God, that creation that happens. That’s
something that we want to protect.

I can tell you that the hardworking
taxpayers don’t expect their dollars to
go towards procedures such as this and
that it’s something that this House has
continued to fight for. I hold this issue
very dear, and my wife, who now serves
on the board of a crisis pregnancy cen-
ter back in west Michigan, also holds
that very near and dear. I will continue
to fight for that sanctity of life and for
that dignity of life at the beginning as
well as at the end as long as we’re here
in Congress.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. In conclu-
sion, tomorrow night, the President
will call for a return to American val-
ues in his State of the Union message.

Mr. President, the violent destruc-
tion of the child in the womb, of the
killing of babies and of the wounding of
their moms is not an American value.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

THE MARCELLUS SHALE CAUCUS:
THE POTENTIAL OF NATURAL
GAS DEVELOPMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary b, 2011, the gentleman from New
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